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SECTION  A:  COVERING  REPORT 
INTRODUCTION 

In  June  of  1978>  the  University  of  Nebraska  (Department  of  Anthropology) 
received  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  Solicitation  DACW45~78-R-008.  dated 
31  May  1978,  and  Amendment  0001 .  dated  23  June  1978,  which  requested  pro¬ 
posals  for  a  cultural  resource  survey  within  the  South  Dakota  portion  of  the 
Lake  Oahe  project.  The  SCOPE-OF-WORK  provided  for  identification  and 
evaluation  of  all  cultural  resources  on  federal  lands  along  the  left  (east) 
bank  of  Lake  Oahe  in  Hughes,  Sully,  Potter,  Walworth,  and  Campbell  counties. 

A  response  to  the  amended  solicitation  was  prepared  by  Carl  R.  Falk, 
Director,  Division  of  Archeological  Research,  assisted  by  Alan  J.  Osborn  and 
Robert  E.  Pepperl .  A  meeting  between  key  Division  and  Corps  personnel  was 
held  in  August  1978  to  discuss  the  proposed  work  program.  Following  award 
of  the  final  contract  (DACW45-78-C-0159)  on  14  September  1978,  background 
research  by  project  staff  was  initiated  and  a  preliminary  field  reconnais¬ 
sance  was  conducted  during  a  two-week  period  in  October.  Intensive  field 
work  was  completed  the  following  summer  during  a  four-month  season, 
extending  from  May  through  August  1979.  The  results  of  this  work  and  pre¬ 
liminary  evaluations  were  presented  to  Corps  personnel  in  a  meeting  In 
Lincoln  on  6  December  1979*  Detailed  laboratory,  background,  and  related 
studies  were  carried  out  by  project  staff  and  consulting  professionals, 
largely  during  the  period  1979'1982.  Pending  completion  of  the  final  report, 
preliminary  data,  evaluations,  and  recommendations  were  submitted,  as  needed, 
to  the  Corps  office.  Draft  National  Register  nomination  forms  were  prepared 
for  45  sites  and  submitted  at  various  times  during  the  contract  period. 


REPORT  ORGANIZATION 


The  full  final  report  of  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey  Investi¬ 
gation  is  comprised  of  a  covering  report  (Volume  1)  and  three  supporting 
appendixes  (Volumes  2-9).  The  content  of  individual  volumes  Is  briefly  ' 

outlined  below  and  more  fully  in  a  following  section  (see  Analysis  and 
Final  Reporting). 

The  covering  report  consists  of  two  components,  1)  the  present  ' 

discussion  (Section  A),  which  summarizes  the  full  study  and  provides  the 
conclusions  of  the  work,  and  2)  a  compilation  of  all  draft  Na t i ona 1 
Register  nominations  (Section  B)  prepared  under  the  project  contract. 

Appendix  1  (Volume  2)  contains  technical  reports  that  provide  back¬ 
ground  information  and  analyses  concerning  specific  aspects  of  the  study. 

Topic  areas  include  I)  historical  cartography,  2)  history,  3)  description 
and  assessment  of  recovered  artifactual,  faunal,  and  human  remains, 

4)  geology,  5)  historic  architecture,  6)  status  of  prior  work  and  file 
data  or  other  extant  information  regarding  area  resources,  as  well  as 
7)  the  Scope-of-Work  for  the  present  study. 

Appendix  2  (Volumes  3~4)  reports  the  field  work  carried  out  In  1979» 
including  a  summary  of  procedures  and  results  (Section  A,  Volume  3)>  and 
detailed  narrative  descriptions  and  assessments  of  each  recorded  site 
(Section  B,  Volumes  3  and  4).  Site  reports  are  organized  sequentially 
within  spatially  defined  subareas  (Project  Units).  Key  information  for 
each  site  is  tabulated  for  the  full  inventory  in  Section  C  (Volume  4). 

Appendix  3  (Volumes  5~9)  is  a  systematic  record  of  field  data 
presented  on  standardized  forms  for  all  sites  and  isolated  locations 
identified  during  the  1979  survey.  The  organization  of  these  materials 
is  consistent  with  that  of  Volumes  3  and  4.  The  records  are  also  arranged 
to  allow  independent  use  of  individual  county  files;  an  explanation  of  the 
survey  and  tabulation  of  the  full  project  inventory  is  incorporated  into  * 

the  data  files  for  each. county. 

Information  suitable  for  general  release  is  presented  in  the  covering 
report  (Section  A,  Volume  1)  and  in  the  technical  reports  regarding  various  • 

subtopics  of  the  study  (all  of  Volume  2).  The  draft  nomination  materials 
(Section  B,  Volume  1),  field  reports  (Volumes  3"4) ,  and  field  records 
(Volumes  5~9)  identify  specific  locations  of  recorded  sites,  generally 
viewed  as  restricted  information,  and  are  intended  for  administrative  and 
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professional  use.  These  latter  volumes  should  be  distributed  only  for 
professional  access  at  relevant  institutional  repositories  in  the  study 
reg i on . 

PROJECT  DESCRIPTION 

Lake  Oahe  is  the  largest  of  six  mainstem  reservoirs  constructed  on  the 
Missouri  River  by  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  under  the  Pick-Sioan 
Missouri  River  Basin  program.  During  the  construction  period  (1948-1958), 
the  potential  impact  of  the  lake  on  cultural  resources  was  evaluated  and 
partially  mitigated  through  reconnaissance  survey  and  extensive  salvage 
efforts  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  various  contractors  working  under 
the  Inter-Agency  Archeological  programs.  During  the  operating  phase  of  the 
project  (post-1969),  scattered  reconnaissance  and  salvage  investigations 
have  been  conducted  by  various  professionals  and  Corps  of  Engineers  personnel 
but  a  basis  for  project-wide  management  of  surviving  cultural  resources  has 
not  been  developed.  The  purpose  of  the  present  study  is  to  assist  such 
comprehensive  management  planning  by  integrating  past  findings  and  the 
results  of  intensive  survey  for  all  lands  above  pool  level  along  a  major 
segment  of  the  Lake  Oahe  project. 

SCOPE  OF  WORK 

The  work  to  be  performed  during  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  survey  was  defined 
by  the  Corps  of  Engineers  in  Article  I  of  the  SCOPE-OF-WORK  (see  Section  J, 
Volume  2).  Four  principal  tasks  were  identified: 

1.  Consult  pertinent  literature  and  records  and  appropriate  individ¬ 
uals;  develop  information  regarding  the  historic  context  of  the 
study  area  and  previously  known  cultural  resources. 

2.  Conduct  a  thorough  pedestrian  inspection  of  all  project  lands 
located  along  the  eastern  shore  in  South  Dakota;  through  surface 
evidence  and  occasional  testing,  identify  the  existence  and 
location  of  cultural  resources  and  obtain  data  required  for 
evaluating  National  Register  potentials  and  the  necessity  for 
continued  survey,  testing,  or  evaluation. 

3.  Prepare  draft  nomination  forms  for  properties  of  apparent 
National  Register  qual i ty. 
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k.  Prepare  a  comprehensive  report  which  describes  the  methods  and 
results  of  the  work,  including  inventories  of  recorded  resources 
and  recovered  materials,  and  which  provides  conclusions  and 
recommendations  regarding  continued  management  needs. 

REGIONAL  LOCATION 

Lake  Oahe  extends  from  central  South  Dakota  to  south  central  North 
Dakota  -  a  distance  of  231  miles  -  and  occupies  a  central  segment  of  the 
Missouri  River  valley  in  this  area  of  the  northern  Great  Plains  (Figure  A-1). 
The  river  trench  defines  the  eastern  glaciated  edge  of  the  Missouri  Plateau 
in  the  Oahe  area.  Including  the  North  Dakota  portion.  Lake  Oahe  encompasses 
roughly  the  central  third  of  the  Middle  Missouri  archeological  subarea 
defined  by  Lehmer  (1971)- 

SURVEY  AREA 

The  project  area  for  the  1979  survey  was  limited  to  federal  properties  on 
the  eastern  (left)  shore  of  Lake  Oahe  In  South  Dakota.  This  portion  of  Lake 
Oahe  extends  north  of  the  Oahe  Dam  at  Pierre,  South  Dakota,  to  the  North 
Dakota/South  Dakota  border,  a  distance  of  roughly  240  km  (150  river  miles). 
Project  lands,  including  the  tailrace  area  below  the  dam  axis,  consist  of 
a  narrow  strip  adjacent  to  the  shoreline,  normally  not  exceeding  0.4  km 
(0.25  mi)  in  width.  Property  boundaries  were  as  defined  on  Corps  of 
Engineers'  Real  Estate  maps  (land  survey  drawings)  and  as  illustrated  on 
Boating  and  Recreation  maps  (aerial  photographs)  published  by  the  Corps  (June 
1976),  both  of  which  were  made  available  for  use  during  the  1979  survey. 
Boundary  corners  were  generally  marked  In  the  field  by  survey  monuments 
(metal  pins),  though  the  steel  posts  which  accompany  these  monuments  were 
often  missing,  making  exact  boundary  identification  difficult  in  some  areas. 

Estimates  based  on  7*5~minute  topographic  maps  (U.S.G.S.)  indicate  that 
the  1979  survey  area  includes  a  total  of  12,290  ha  (32,100  ac)  distributed 
along  968  km  (602  mi)  of  shoreline,  roughly  271  of  the  full  lake  shore. 
Surfaces  accessible  to  inspection  during  the  1979  survey  consisted  of  lands 
above  I6I7  ft  elevation,  the  upper  limit  of  the  normal  operating  level  of 
the  lake.  Only  the  dissected  upper  slope  of  the  river  valley  remains  above 
pool  in  the  southern  half  of  the  survey  area  while  segments  of  the  lower 
second  terrace  are  also  exposed  in  the  northern  half.  The  river  floodplain 
and  first  terrace  are  inundated  throughout  the  area. 


PROJECT  UNITS 


Prior  to  implementing  the  1979  study,  the  rather  lengthy  survey  area 
was  systematically  subdivided  into  26  spatial  units.  Units  were  numbered 
sequentially  from  the  tail  race  area  at  the  south  end  of  the  project  to  the  g 

North  Dakota  border  (Figure  A-2).  These  subdivisions,  referred  to  as 
project  units,  allowed  work  to  be  organized  within  manageable  areas  and 
permitted  the  results  of  the  study  to  be  keyed  to  specific  sections  of  the  ^ 

project,  thus  reducing  errors  in  recording  and  facilitating  access  to 
records  for  subsequent  planning  and  management  uses. 

The  limits  of  each  project  unit  are  defined  principally  by  legal 
description  boundaries  (i.e.,  township  and  range  lines)  and  encompass  areas 
ranging  from  <t50  to  3300  ac  but,  normally  less  than  1900  ac,  in  size 
(Table  A-1).  Host  units  consist  of  all  project  lands  within  a  single 
township  and  range.  All  field  locations  (sites  and  isolated  specimens)  were 
inventoried  individually  within  each  project  unit.  Temporary  field 
location  numbers  were  assigned  sequentially  within  each  project  unit. 

PROJECT  PERSONNEL 

The  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey  was  developed  by  Carl  R.  Falk, 

Principal  Investigator,  and  implemented  by  the  Division  of  Archeological 
Research,  University  of  Nebraska-lincoln.  Falk  (presently  Department  of 
Anthropology  and  Archaeology,  University  of  North  Dakota)  directed  and 
supervised  all  phases  of  the  work.  Dr.  Alan  J.  Osborn  (Department  of 
Anthropology,  University  of  Nebraska)  served  as  Co-principal  Investigator 
until  1980  and  assisted  with  development  of  the  study  proposal  and 
implementation  of  the  preliminary  survey  In  October  1978.  Robert  E.  Pepperl 
(formerly  Acting  Director,  Division  of  Archeological  Research)  assumed  the 
role  of  Co-principal  Investigator  in  1961  and  with  Falk's  assistance, 
completed  production  of  the  study  reports.  Additional  Division  staff  and 
other  regional  specialists  contributing  professional  and  technical  informa¬ 
tion  for  the  final  study  included:  Dr.  Stan  Abler,  (Department  of 
Anthropology  and  Archaeology,  University  of  North  Dakota),  Dr.  Aian  Coogan 
(Department  of  Geology,  Kent  State  University),  Mr.  Craig  Johnson  (formerly  * 

Research  Archeologist,  University  of  Nebraska),  Dr.  Fred  Luebke  (Department 
of  History,  University  of  Nebraska),  Or.  K.  Richard  McWilliams  (formerly 
Department  of  Anthropology,  University  of  Nebraska),  Mr.  David  Murphy 
(Architect,  Nebraska  State  Historic  Preservation  Office,  Lincoln),  Dr.  Fred 
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Figure  A-2.  Map  of  Lake  Oahe  showing  locations  of  26  project  units  utilized 
in  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  $hore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 
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Table  A-1.  Identification  and  description  of  26  project  units  utilized  in 
the  1979  investigations;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 
Dakota. 


Project  Unit 

Location 

Area 

Shore 

No.  Name 

Township,  Range 

(Acres) 

Miles 

Context^ 

HUGHES  COUNTY 


0  Tail  race 

Til  IN,  R79W 

A80 

2.3 

slope 

1  Peoria  Flats 

Si,  T112N,  R80-81W 

1420 

20.0 

slope 

2  Cow/Spring  Creek 

Hi,  T112N,  R80-81W 

1195 

23.8 

creek 

SULLY  COUNTY 

3  Okobojo  Creek 

T113N,  R80W 

1940 

44.4 

creek 

4  Sully  Creek 

T113N,  R81W 

1280 

23.6 

slope 

5  Mail  Shack  Creek 

TIHN,  R81W 

1230 

21.0 

slope 

6  Little  Bend  East 

T113N,  R81W 

3300 

38.0 

slope 

7  Little  Bend  West 

T113N,  R82W 

3040 

30.0 

slope 

8  Bloody  Run  Gulch 

T113N,  R80W 

800 

20.3 

slope 

9  Artichoke  Creek 

T116N,  R79-80W 

980 

21.3 

slope 

POTTER  COUNTY 

10  Forest  City  South 

T117N,  R79W 

430 

14.0 

slope 

11  Forest  City 

T118N,  R79W 

900 

15.5 

slope 

12  Whitlocks  Bay 

T118N,  R78W 

1300 

36.0 

creek 

13  Latin  Bay 

T119N,  R78w 

1100 

22.0 

slope 

\k  Steamboat  Creek 

T120N,  R78W 

1595 

35.0 

slope 

WALWORTH  COUNTY 

13  LeBeau 

Si,  T121N,  R78W 

550 

15.0 

slope 

16  Swan  Creek 

Ni,  T121N,  R78W 

1200 

21.0 

creek 

17  Walth  Bay 

T122N,  R78W 

1130 

22.0 

terrace 

18  Blue  Blanket  Creek 

T123N,  R78-79W 

1243 

23.0 

terrace 

19  Mobridge 

T124N,  R79-80W 

1130 

21.0 

terrace 

CAMPBELL  COUNTY 

20  Anton  Rygh 

T123N,  R78-79W 

1070 

21.0 

slope 

21  Locke  Creek 

T126N,  R78W 

953 

21.0 

slope 

22  Jones  Bay 

T127N,  R79W 

750 

18.0 

terrace 

23  Pollock  Bay 

T128N,  R78-79W 

1300 

29.0 

creek 

2ii  VanderVorste  Bay 

T128N,  R79W 

630 

14.3 

terrace 

23  Lake  Pocasse 

T128N,  R78w 

900 

23.0 

creek 

TOTALS 

32,110 

602.1 

^Refers  to  principal  physiography  of  each  unit,  where:  slope  >  dissected  edge 
of  river  valley;  creek  »  tributary  valley;  terrace  ■  second  river  terrace. 
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Schneider  (Department  of  Anthropology  and  Archaeology,  University  of  North 
Dakota),  Hr.  John  Smith  (formerly  Graduate  Research  Assistant,  Department 
of  History,  University  of  Nebraska),  and  Dr.  W.  Raymond  Wood  (Department 
of  Anthropology,  University  of  Missouri,  Columbia). 

In  addition  to  Falk  and  Pepperl ,  crew  chiefs  providing  in-field 
supervision  were  Johnson,  Marlene  Meier  (formerly  Graduate  Research 
Assistant,  University  of  Nebraska),  and  Phil  Neusius  (formerly  Graduate 
Research  Assistant,  University  of  Missouri).  Mary  McCormick  (formerly 
Technical  Assistant,  University  of  Nebraska)  was  responsible  for  coordinating 
both  the  field  and  on-campus  laboratory  activities.  A  number  of  individuals, 
largely  graduate  students  from  the  Universities  of  Missouri,  Nebraska,  North 
Dakota,  and  Oklahoma,  assisted  in  the  field  and  laboratory  efforts.  Field 
crew  members  included:  Rob  Bozell,  Ed  Leuck,  Greg  Fox,  Pat  Halama,  Jeff 
Hanson,  Linda  Mick,  Sue  Monk,  Darcy  Morey,  Nancy  Pepperl,  John  Peterson, 

Paul  Picha,  Joan  Richtsmeier,  and  Susan  Thomas.  On-campus  laboratory 
assistants  included  Bozell,  Lueck,  Fox,  Halama,  Hick,  Honk,  Lynn  M.  Snyder, 
and  Katherine  Halpine. 

Sally  Donovan  produced  final  drafts  of  all  field  maps  and  many  other 
drawings  appearing  in  the  various  report  volumes.  Additional  graphics  were 
prepared  by  Lana  Miller  and  Robert  Pepperl.  Photographs  illustrating  the 
final  report  and  National  Register  nominations  were  printed  by  Donovan,  Anne 
Hammersky,  and  Robert  and  James  Pepperl.  The  draft  manuscripts  were  typed 
by  Lori  Fisher,  Laurie  Soward,  and  Irma  Gillispie.  Mrs.  Gillispie  completed 
most  of  the  final  typing  and  draft  revisions.  Lynn  Snyder  provided 
editorial  assistance  in  production  of  some  draft  materials. 

DISPOSITION  OF  PROJECT  FILES  AND  COLLECTIONS 

Systematic  records  of  all  phases  of  the  1979  investigation  were 
maintained  for  future  use  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  interested 
professionals.  In  additi.on  to  materials  published  in  the  final  report  and 
supporting  documents,  standardized  data  forms,  graphic  records,  and 
specimen  collections  were  prepared  for  curation. 

Project  collections  include  Native  American  and  Euroamerican  artifacts, 
vertebrate  faunal  remains,  human  remains,  charcoal  samples,  and  other 
residues  recovered  through  laboratory  and  field  processing  of  excavated 
matrix.  In  April  1984,  these  materials  were  transferred  to  the  South  Dakota 
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Archeological  Research  Center,  Fort  Heade,  South  Dakota  Tor  permanent  storage 
All  items  were  transferred,  sorted  by  descriptive  category  and  placed  in 
labelled  containers  by  provenience.  Both  field  numbers  (project  unit  and 
individual  location)  and  site  catalog  numbers  were  affixed  as  appropriate. 

Individual  files  were  maintained  for  all  recorded  sites  and  for  each 
project  unit.  Each  file  contains  field  notes,  field  maps,  mapping  data, 
standardized  field  recording  forms,  site  catalogs,  photographic  records, 
and  specimen  inventory  forms  identifying  materials  recovered  from  individual 
proveniences  (e.g.,  plotted  specimen  location  or  test  level).  These 
materials,  as  well  as  original  report  graphics,  project  maps,  and  photo¬ 
graphic  negatives  will  be  curated  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers. 


METHODS  AND  REPORTING 


^  The  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey  was  designed  to  facilitate 

systematic  recovery  and  thorough  documentation  of  key  descriptive  data 
regarding  the  existence,  present  status,  and  potential  significance  of  all 
»  cuiturai  resources  remaining  above  the  lake  pool  within  the  area  designated 

by  the  Scope-of-work  (see  Section  J,  Volume  2).  The  work  was  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  relevant  federal  legislation  and  policies  regarding  the 
protection  of  cuiturai  resources  (e.g..  Executive  Order  11593  for  the 
Protect  ion  and  Enhancement  of  the  Cultural  Environment,  dated  13  May  1971) 
and  consistent  with  federal  regulations  concerning  appropriate  study  methods 
and  protective  procedures  (e.g.,  36  CFR  60  and  36  CFR  8OO) .  Both  field  and 
archival  data  were  generated  to  define  the  physical,  historical,  and  research 
contexts  of  identified  cultural  properties  as  needed  for  assessing  potential 
eligibilities  of  these  resources  for  protection  under  the  terms  of  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

The  information  base  provided  by  the  1979  investigation,  in  conjunction 
with  independent  studies  of  other  portions  of  Lake  Oahe,  will  be  used  by  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  for  planning  appropriate  resource  protection  and  manage* 
ment  strategies.  Such  usage  involves  diverse  management  tasks  which  range 
from  assessing  the  impact  of  development  at  individual  locations  within  the 
project  (e.g.,  proposed  irrigation  easements)  to  making  decisions  regarding 
specific  mitigation  needs  (e.g.,  salvage  of  sites  currently  being  destroyed 
by  the  lake)  or  general  protective  measures  (e.g.,  stabilizing  or 
restricting  use  of  areas  containing  vulnerable  resources).  Most  importantly, 
the  information  base  can  be  used  for  developing  a  comprehensive  management 
strategy  which  effectively  coordinates  needs  for  1)  continued  study  and 
4  planning  and  2)  an  integrated  program  of  protection  for  representative 

resources  (as  recommended  in  the  recently  proposed  Resource  Protection 
Planning  Process  of  the  National  Park  Service  (HCRS  1980),  and  the  related 
,  technical  standards  and  guidelines  for  planning  published  in  the  Federal 

Register,  September  29,  1983) • 

Specific  procedures  utilized  in  the  1979  University  of  Nebraska  study 
are  detailed  in  appropriate  appendices  of  the  present  report.  General  methods 
of  study  and  associated  reporting  for  each  major  component  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion  are  reviewed  below. 


All 


BACKGROUND  RESEARCH 


A  number  of  published  and  archival  sources  were  investigated,  regarding 
the  cultural  and  historical  context  of  the  Lake  Oahe  area.  This  work  pro¬ 
vided  a  means  for  evaluating  the  extent  and  adequacy  of  prior  investigations 
in  the  present  survey  area,  clarifying  the  nature  of  resources  that  could 
be  expected  within  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  and  for  assessing  the  importance 
of  resources  recorded  during  the  1979  survey.  * 

RECORDS  AND  LITERATURE  SEARCH 

The  results  of  ail  prior  investigations  in  the  study  area  were  identi¬ 
fied  through  review  of  library  materials  and  site/survey  files  at  the 
Division  office  and  other  regional  repositories,  primarily  the  Midwest 
Archeological  Center  (National  Park  Service),  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  and  the 
South  Dakota  Archeological  Research  Center,  Fort  Meade,  South  Dakota.  Copies 
of  all  pertinent  records  were  then  placed  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project  files  at 
the  Division  office.  A  synopsis  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  prior  investiga¬ 
tions  with  summaries  of  previously  Identified  resources  in  the  present  survey 
area,  including  a  full  listing  of  all  recorded  sites,  is  presented  in 
Section  I,  Appendix  1  (see  Volume  2). 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  REVIEW 

The  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  published  in  the  Federal 
Register,  was  consulted  throughout  the  duration  of  the  project  to  identify 
resources  in  the  study  area  that  had  been  nominated  and  approved,  determined 
eligible  for  nomination,  or  that  had  been  listed  as  pending  nominations.  The 
last  full  annual  listing,  all  yearly  updates,  and  other  published  notices 
were  reviewed.  Resources  previously  listed  in  the  National  Register,  and 
more  recent  pending  nominations,  are  identified  later  in  the  present  volume 
(also  see  Section  I,  Volume  2).  ^ 

PROFESSIONAL  CONSULTATION 

In  addition  to  informal  consultations,  regional  specialists  were  also  « 

engaged  to  assist  in  carrying  out  and  reporting  specific  aspects  of  the 
background  research,  field  investigations,  and  analysis  of  recovered  materials. 
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AREA  AND  SITE  HISTORY 


A  general  historical  background  for  the  project  area  was  developed  by 
John  Stephen  Smith  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Frederick  Luebke.  The  local 
historical  setting  and  pertinent  regional  developments  during  periods  of 
military  and  trade-oriented  exploration,  and  later  domestic  settlement  are 
summarized  by  Smith  in  Appendix  1,  Section  B  (see  Volume  2).  During  the 
second  stage  of  the  field  investigation.  Smith  utilized  courthouse  records 
and  other  local  archival  sources,  as  well  as  interviews  with  area  residents, 
to  formulate  site  histories  for  selected  historical  resources  identified 
during  the  1979  survey.  These  data  are  summarized  in  individual  site 
narratives  (see  Volumes  3  and  A). 

historical  cartography 

An  exhaustive  search  of  historical  maps  was  made  to  collect  cartographic 
data  which  would  assist  in  locating  and  identifying  cultural  resources  in 
the  study  area.  A1 i  known  maps  made  between  1795  and  1692  were  inspected  by 
Dr.  W.  Raymond  Wood.  Wood  discusses  published  and  unpublished  cartographic 
documentation  for  the  Lake  Oahe  area  in  Section  A,  Appendix  1  (see  Volume  2) 
and  identifies  all  cultural  notations  on  available  primary  and  secondary  maps. 
Inspection  of  "modern"  maps  (post*l892)  was  accomplished  as  part  of  the 
historical  and  archeological  background  research  (see  Sections  B  and  I, 
Appendix  I,  Volume  2).  Map  data  pertinent  to  recorded  sites  is  identified 
in  individual  site  narratives  (Volumes  3  and  A)  and  tabulated  in  Section  C, 
Appendix  2  (see  Volume  A). 

HISTORIC  ARCHITECTURE 

All  intact  architectural  and  engineering  features  remaining  in  the 
survey  area  were  inspected  by  the  project  architect,  David  Murphy,  following 
the  1979  survey.  Murphy  describes  and  evaluates  each  site  in  Section  H, 
Appendix  1  (see  Volume  2).  Recommendations  regarding  National  Register 
eligibilities  were  made,  and  nomination  forms  and  relevant  documentation 
were  prepared  by  Murphy  for  recommended  eligible  structures  (see  Section  B, 
Volume  1). 

GEOLOGY 

General  geological  processes  and  formations  are  defined  and  discussed  by 
Dr.  Alan  Coogan  in  Section  G,  Appendix  1  (see  Volume  2).  Coogan  visited 
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selected  archeological  sites  during  initiation  of  the  second  phase  of  the 
field  investigation  in  addition  to  Inspection  of  exposures  throughout  the 
survey  area.  Pertinent  geological  characteristics  which  provide  bases  for 
correlating  local  contexts  with  the  geological  scheme  for  the  study  area  are 
identified.  Coogan's  comments  and  illustrations  regarding  individual  site 
localities  are  presented  in  Section  G.  Based  on  his  work  for  the  Lake  Oahe 
and  nearby  Lake  Sharpe  (Coogan  198^)  projects,  Coogan  also  prepared  a 
synthesis  of  late  Holocene  deposition  and  erosion,  providing  a  regional 
geologic  framework  for  analysis  of  archeological  sites  along  the  Missouri 
River  trench  (see  Coogan  I98O). 

HUMAN  OSTEOLOGY 

Human  remains  recovered  from  archeological  sites  during  the  UNL  field 
investigation  were  analyzed  by  Or.  K.  Richard  McWilliams.  In  Section  F, 
Appendix  1  (see  Volume  2),  McWilliams  describes  recovered  specimens  and 
discusses  pathology  and  other  attributes  relevant  to  age  and  sex  character¬ 
istics  of  the  individual,  as  well  as  to  possible  cultural-historical  origins. 

REGIONAL  SPECIALISTS;  ARCHEOLOGY 

In  addition  to  the  project  staff,  each  specialized  in  various  aspects 
of  regional  archeology,  other  regional  professionals  contributed  their 
personal  knowledge  of  the  study  area  relevant  to  particular  technical 
components  of  the  investigations.  Notably,  Dr.  Stanley  A.  Ahler  spent  time 
with  the  field  party  and  provided  much  assistance  during  both  the  field  and 
laboratory  phases  of  the  study. 

FIELD  INVESTIGATIONS 

Field  investigations  were  conducted  to  develop  a  complete  inventory  of 
historical,  architectural,  and  archeological  sites  or  materials  present  on 
project  lands  and  to  document  the  content  and  condition  of  these  resources. 
These  data  provide  a  preliminary  basis  for  assessing  the  significance  and 
integrity  of  the  Inventory  with  respect  to  National  Register  criteria  and  for 
planning  an  appropriate  program  of  management  and  protection  for  eligible 


resources. 


PRELIMINARY  PLANNING  RECONNAISSANCE:  1976 


Directly  following  award  of  the  project  contract,  a  preliminary 
reconnaissance  of  the  survey  area  was  carried  out  during  a  two*week  period 
in  October  1978.  Known  archeological  sites  and  other  selected  areas  were 
briefly  inspected.  This  work  provided  data  needed  for  planning  the 
subsequent  intensive  investigations  in  the  sunyner  of  1979'  in  particular, 
the  nature  of  the  evaluations  required  for  the  previously  identified 
inventory  was  assessed  and  current  conditions  in  the  study  area  that  would 
affect  the  logistics  of  the  intensive  survey  were  identified.  The  results 
of  the  reconnaissance  are  incorporated  in  data  presented  in  Volumes  3~9  of  the 
Lake  Oahe  report  (also  see  Section  I,  Volume  2). 

CLASS  III  INVESTIGATIONS;  1979 

Intensive  field  investigations  were  carried  out  in  two  stages  during 
the  summer  (May-August)  of  1979.  The  first  stage  involved  complete 
pedestrian  inspection  of  the  survey  area.  The  location  and  identity  of  all 
observed  cultural  evidence  (sites  and  isolated  finds)  was  systematically 
inventoried  and  recorded  on  project  maps.  The  second  stage  provided  for  more 
intensive  documentation  of  surface  and  subsurface  remains  at  recorded  sites, 
as  needed  for  preliminary  evaluations  of  National  Register  eligibilities. 
Limited  testing  was  conducted,  where  warranted,  to  determine  the  probable 
presence  and  integrity  of  buried  deposits.  The  nature  of  each  site  and  its 
relation  to  the  lake  shore  and  project  boundary  was  documented,  where 
possible,  through  instrument  (transit)  mapping.  Plan  and  contour  maps,  and 
full  descriptions  of  results  for  all  sites  are  included  in  the  full  report 
in  both  narrative  format  (Volumes  3~4)  and  on  standardized  record  forms 
(Volumes  5"9) • 

STANDARDIZED  DATA  RECORDS 

Consistent  documentation  of  field  activities  and  associated  laboratory 
efforts  for  all  sites  was  maintained  through  systematic  recording  of  key  data 
on  standardized  sets  of  maps,  tables,  and  data  forms.  These  materials  are 
organized  by  site  and  project  unit  In  the  project  flies.  All  pertinent 
documentation  has  been  prepared  for  presentation  in  the  final  report  to 
promote  accessibility  and  use  of  the  data.  A  listing  of  key  record  types 
appears  in  Table  A-2  which  also  indicates  where  these  data  may  be  found  in  the 


Table  A-2.  Listing  of  standard  field  data  records  maintained  duri.ig  the  1979 
investigations;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Data  Record  in  Project  Files 

Report  Reference 

A.  PROJECT  UNIT  FILES 

(contains  records  generated  in  the  field 
for  each  project  unit) 

1.  Field  Location  Inventory:  lists  all  sites 
and  isolated  finds  by  field  number 

tabulated  for  each  project 
unit  in  Vols.  3"4;  compre¬ 
hensive  list  in  Vols.  5"9 

2.  Field  Maps:  show  ail  locations  recorded 
by  each  field  crew  on  7*5'  topographic 
maps 

plan  map  of  each  project 
unit  in  Vols.  3“4 

3.  Photographic  Records:  field  information 
with  key  to  negative  numbers 

compiled  at  end  of  each 
county  in  Vols.  5“9 

4.  Standard  Data  Files  For  Each  Site:  (see 
below) 

(see  below) 

5>  Miscellaneous  Forms  and  Notes:  Coord ina- 
tion  of  return  investigations,  records 
completion  status,  general  notes,  etc. 

none 

B.  SITE  FILES 

(organized  in  sequence  by  site  numbers 
within  each  project  unit) 

I.  Site  Survey  Form:  standard  descriptive 
data  with  topographic  map  plot 

Vols.  5-9 

2.  Site  Map:  plan  and  contour  drawings  in 
reduced  format 

Vols.  3-4  and  5-9 

3.  Map  Information  Form:  map  specifications, 
datum  placement  with  boundary  plot  on 
reverse 

Vols.  5-9 

4.  Excavation  Forms:  standard  descriptive 
data  with  profile  and/or  plan 

Vols.  5-9 

5.  Specialized  Field  Note  Forms:  profile 

data  forms,  unit  collection  forms,  uncol¬ 
lected  materials  forms,  stone  feature 
drawings,  etc. 

Vols.  5-9 

6.  Mapping  Data:  records  of  transit  readings, 
polar  coordinate  readings,  elevation  and 
distance  computations 

none 

7.  Previously  Recorded  Site  Form:  prior 
inventory  data  on  front  with  current 
survey  data  on  reverse 

none 

8.  Laboratory  Inventory:  identifies  class  and 
quantity  of  specimens  recorded  or  collected 
at  each  provenience 

tabulations  per  site 

In  Vols.  3-4;  full  listings 
per  class  in  Vol .  2 

9.  Site  Catalog:  full  listing  of  proveniences 
recorded  at  each  site  (plotted  loci,  test 
levels,  etc.) 

Vols.  5-9 

At  6 


various  report  volumes.  Documentation  for  recommended  eligible  resources  has 
been  compiled  in  standardized  format  on  nomination  forms  provided  in 
Section  B  (this  volume). 

A 

COORDINATION  WITH  CONTRACTING  AGENCY 

Regular  communications  with  Corps  of  Engineers  representatives  was 
^  maintained  throughout  the  duration  of  the  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey  project. 

Initiation  of  field  work  in  1978,  and  again  in  1979,  was  coordinated  with  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  District  Office  in  Omaha  and  through  visits  to  the  Project 
Engineers  Office  at  the  Lake  Oahe  0am.  A  brief  inspection  visit  was 
completed  by  Corps  personnel  during  initiation  of  the  second  stage  of  field 
work  in  July  1979-  A  preliminary  account  of  all  survey  results  and  a  report 
of  study  progress  was  formally  presented  to  the  Corps  on  6  December  1979. 
Written  and  telephone  communications  regarding  progress  and  preliminary 
recommendations  were  continued  through  completion  of  the  work. 

INTERIM  REPORTING 

Prior  to  completion  of  the  final  report  volumes,  preliminary  evaluations 
and  National  Register  recommendations  were  submitted,  as  requested,  in  letter 
reports  to  the  Omaha  District  Office  and  Corps  field  personnel.  A 
chronological  listing  of  these  evaluations  is  presented  in  Table  A-3. 

Interim  reports  provided  site  data  and  included  input  regarding  the  impact  of 
proposed  developments  on  the  project  area,  assessments  of  resource 
eligibility,  and  nomination  forms  for  recommended  eligible  sites. 

Additionally,  preliminary  accounts  of  the  full  resource  inventory  were 
submitted  in  1979,  1980,  and  1981.  Each  submission  included  descriptive 
summaries  of  site  types,  extent  of  work  at  each  location,  topographic  plots, 
legal  descriptions,  and  final  drawings  of  all  site  maps. 

ANALYSIS  AND  FINAL  REPORTING 

Analytic  efforts  were  focused  on  development  of  a  preliminary  basis 
t  for  evaluating  the  National  Register  eligibility  of  the  recorded  cultural 

resource  inventory.  Much  of  this  work  concerned  clarification  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Lake  Oahe  resources  might  be  representative  of  known  or  expected 
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Table  A-3.  Chronological  listing  of  preliminary  evaluations  for  selected  areas 
or  resources  of  Lake  Oahe  provided  in  letter  reports  prepared  in 
response  to  individual  requests  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers. 


Project 

Uni t  (s) 

Report  Date 

Subject  of  Evaluation 

Reference 

16 

2  August  1979 

proposed  parking  lot,  Swan 

Creek  Recreation  Area  (no 
resources) 

Falk  1979a 

17 

A  September  I979 

proposed  boat  ramp  at  Walth  Bay 
near  39WW203  (also  see  letter 
of  South  Dakota  SHPO  dated  1 1 
September) 

Falk  1979b 

18 

6  September  1979 

two  irrigation  pump  sites  in 
Sections  6  and  20  (seven  sites 
in  general  area) 

Falk  1979c 

18 

19  September  I979 

proposed  gravel  quarry  easement 
near  3gwW56 

Falk  I979d 

5 

20  September  1979 

proposed  permit  for  bank  pro¬ 
tection  near  Pike  Haven  Resort 
(no  resources) 

Falk  I979e 

I7,22,2i» 

5  October  1979 

input  regarding  protection  al¬ 
ternatives;  sites  39CA1,  39CA3, 
39CA9A  and  39WW203 

Falk  I979f 

2 

26  October  1979 

irrigation  permit  (P.M.  Cowan) 
in  Sec.  18  (no  resources) 

Falk  19799 

18 

k  December  1979 

irrigation  permit  (L.  Berens) 
in  Sec.  20  (no  resources) 

Falk  I979h 

18 

19  December  1979 

irrigation  permit  (F.  Gosch  Jr.) 
in  Sec.  6  (no  resources) 

Falk  19791 

19 

28  January  I98O 

proposed  sanitary  disposal  in 
Indian  Creek  Recreation  Area 
(no  resources) 

Falk  1980a 

21 

1  February  I98O 

irrigation  permit  (Hanson  Horse- 
Shoe  Ranch,  Inc.)  in  Sec.  33 
(no  resources) 

Falk  1980b 

19 

19  March  I98O 

proposed  concession  stand  in 
Indian  Creek  Recreation  Area 
near  sites  39WWltA  and  39WW7A 

Falk  1980c 

1-3,5,12, 
17,  2k 

9  May  1980 

effects  of  grazing  and  haying 
permits;  nine  areas,  26  Native 
American  sites 

Falk  I980d 

11 

21  July  1980 

irrigation  permit  in  Sec.  19 
(near  former  site  39P0209) 

Falk  I980e 

Table  A-3.  Chronological  listing  of  prel imi nary  evaluations  for  selected  areas 
or  resources  of  Lake  Oahe  provided  in  letter  reports  prepared  in 
response  to  individual  requests  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
(concluded) . 


Project 
Uni t (s) 

Report  Date 

Subject  of  Evaluation 

Reference 

>9 

8  August  1980 

proposed  leveling  of  Knoll  in 
Indian  Creek  Recreation  Area 
at  site  39WW44 

Falk  I980f 

1 1 

13  November  I98O 

irrigation  permit  (Becker) 
in  Sec.  30  (near  isolated 
location  II-9) 

Pepperl  I98O 

5.16 

February  I98I 
(September  1982) 

National  Register  Nominations; 
sites  39SL3IO  (log  house)  and 
39WW79  (bridge) 

Murphy  1981a, 
1981b 

2 

26  February  1981 

National  Register  Nominations; 
Native  American  site  39HUI73 

Pepperl  and 

Falk  1981 

19 

14  January  I982 

Indian  Creek  Recreation  Area 
(19  sites) 

Pepperl  and 

Falk  1982a 

12 

26  January  I982 

Nine  planning  areas  and 

Whitlocks  Bay  Unit 

Pepperl  and 

Falk  1982b 

6 

1  February  1982 

Native  American  site  39SL15 

Pepperl  and 

Falk  1982c 

23 

10  February  1982 

site  39CAIO6  and  West  Pollock 
Recreation  Area 

Pepperl  and 

Falk  I982d 

6 

18  March  I982 

National  Register  Nomination; 
Little  Bend  archeological 
district 

Pepperl  and 

Falk  19826 

6,  12,19 

18  March  1982 

three  recreation  areas;  Little 
Bend,  Whitlocks  West,  and 

Indian  Creek 

Falk  and 

Pepperl  1982f 

24 

22  March  1982 

Native  American  site  39CA93 

Pepperl  and 

Falk  I982g 

3 

19  July  1982 

five  Native  American  sites 
in  the  Okobojo  Recreation  Area 
(39SL295,  39SL297,  39SL298, 
39SL318,  39SL319 

Pepperl  and 

Falk  i982h 

18 

10  June  1983 

Native  American  site  39WW54 

Pepperl  1983 

2 

18  November  1985 

Native  American  site  39HUI74 

Pepperl  1985 
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regional  history  and  prehistory.  Site  characteristics,  including  all 
recovered  materials,  were  thoroughly  documented  and  assessed  with  respect 
to  recognized  cultural-historical  schemes  for  the  study  area,  both  as  a 
basis  for  the  current  assessment  of  research  priorities  and  as  a  means  for 
assisting  independent  evaluation  by  others  of  the  study  conclusions. 
Generalized  Study  Units,  each  reflecting  a  set  of  related  research 
priorities,  were  defined  and  utilized  to  identify  individuai  sites  and 
classes  of  resources  warranting  determination  of  eligibility  for  National 
Reg i ster  protection.  Draft  nomination  forms  and  associated  documentation 
were  prepared  in  full  for  all  recommended  eligible  sites.  Current  and 
potential  adverse  impacts  on  the  full  inventory  of  Lake  Oahe  resources  were 
also  evaluated  and  priorities  for  management  were  addressed.  All  recommenda¬ 
tions,  background  information,  and  site  documentation  were  compiled  for 
presentation  in  nine  volumes.  Key  components  of  each  volume  are  identified 
in  Table  A-k.  The  covering  report  (Volume  1)  sutnmarizes  all  work  carried 
out  in  satisfaction  of  Scope-of-Work  requirements  and  presents  study 
recommendations  (Section  A)  and  draft  National  Register  nomination  forms 
(Section  B) .  Supporting  technical  data  are  contained  in  three  appendices 
(Volumes  2-9). 


Table  A-A.  Organization  of  the  final  report  on  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore 
Survey,  South  Dakota;  University  of  Nebraska,  Division  of 
Archeological  Research,  Technical  Report  No.  83“01. 
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BACKGROUND 


Natural  and  cultural  phenomena  of  the  Missouri  River  trench,  including 
the  segment  now  inundated  by  Lake  Oahe,  have  been  the  subject  of  continued 
documentation  and  study  since  early  exploratory  missions  into  the  region 
during  the  mid-eighteenth  century  (see  Sections  A  and  B,  Volume  2).  These 
early  efforts  were  followed  by  a  variety  of  independent  work  by  both 
avocational  and  professional  investigators  with  wide  ranging  interests. 

Most  notably,  the  history  and  prehistory  of  much  of  the  river  trench  is 
known  through  large-scale  research  initiated  over  the  past  40  years  in 
conjunction  with  the  construction  of  the  extensive  Missouri  River  Basin 
reservoir  system,  now  managed  by  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  (see 
Sections  B,  G,  and  I,  Volume  2).  Syntheses  of  work  accomplished  during  this 
latter  period  of  investigation,  largely  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
provide  general  overviews  relevant  to  cultural  resources  of  the  region 
(see  e.g.,  Adamczyk  1975;  Cooper  and  Stevenson  1953;  Jensen  1965;  Lehmer 
1971;  Mattison  1954). 

Background  studies,  carried  out  during  the  1979  UNL  investigations  to 
define  cultural,  historical  and  research  settings  pertinent  to  the  Lake  Oahe 
resources,  are  presented  in  Appendix  1  of  the  final  report  (see  Volume  2). 

Key  aspects  of  the  defined  study  context  are  reviewed  here. 

THE  MISSOURI  RIVER  VALLEY 

The  Lake  Oahe  project  area  (see  Figure  A-1  above)  lies  within  the 
eastern  glaciated  portion  of  the  Missouri  Plateau,  at  the  northern  extent 
of  the  north  central  Great  Plains  (Fenneman  1931:72-75).  The  Middle 
Missouri  valley,  that  segment  of  river  between  the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone 
near  the  North  Dakota/Montana  border  and  the  Niobrara  in  northeastern 
Nebraska,  represents  a  glacial  drainage  system  which  developed  when  streams 
that  formerly  drained  eastward  were  blocked  by  glacial  ice  sheets,  deflecting 
flow  along  the  southern  edge  of  the  ice  (Flint  1955:2). 

PHYSIOGRAPHY  AND  BIOTA 

The  Middle  Missouri  valley  can  be  divided  into  a  sequence  of  physio¬ 
graphic  zones,  beginning  with  the  river  bed  and  floodplain  at  the  broad. 
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relatively  level  floor  of  the  wjlley.  Prior  to  Inundation  by  mainstem 
reservoirs,  the  Missouri  River  had  cut  a  deep  narrow  trench,  varying  from 
less  than  one  mile  to  nearly  four  miles  In  width,  through  the  surrounding 
plateau.  Where  cross-bedded,  a  meander  belt  or  floodplain  two  to  four  miles 
wide  developed.  Floodplain  vegetation  Included  stands  of  cottonwood,  willow, 
green  ash,  American  elm,  and  bur  oak  (Flint  1955:I^“15;  Griffin  1977:181-182). 

A  series  of  terraces  are  found  above  the  floodplain,  representing 
previous  levels  in  the  river's  downcutting  through  the  surrounding  uplands 
(Coogan  and  Irving  1959) •  Ground  cover  in  the  terrace  zone  consisted 
primarily  of  mixed  prairie  grasses,  with  limited  tree  stands  in  low  areas 
where  moisture  was  available. 

The  third  zone,  the  breaks,  consists  of  the  heavily  dissected  edge  of 
the  plateau  or  uplands,  an  area  of  steep  erosional  features  and  river 
bluffs  ranging  in  height  from  300  to  600  feet.  Although  no  major  streams 
now  enter  the  Missouri  from  the  east,  creek  and  spring  drainage  systems 
are  numerous,  and  may  represent,  in  part,  portions  of  pre-glacial  valleys 
reoccupied  following  glaciation  (Flint  1955:16).  Many  of  these  tributary 
drainages  have  developed  their  own  channel  and  terrace  systems  (see  Section 
G,  Volume  2) . 

The  effects  of  glaciation  are  apparent  beyond  the  river  breaks  to  the 
east  of  the  trench.  The  uplands  (Coteau  du  Missouri)  are  generally  smoother 
and  less  dissected  than  the  unglaciated  uplands  (Missouri  Plateau)  west  of 
the  river.  The  topography  is  composed  of  rolling  tablelands  and  hills 
rising  up  to  190  ft  above  the  plateau,  small  basins  or  kettles,  and 
occasional  exposures  of  glacial  drift  debris  (Fenneman  I93l:73~7^).  Upland 
vegetation  consists  of  mixed  native  grasses,  numerous  forbs,  yucca,  and 
cactus  (Shelford  1963:33^). 

Dominant  mammalian  fauna  prior  to  Euroamerican  settlement  included 
bison,  pronghorn,  wapiti  deer,  and  a  wide  variety  of  rodents  and  carnivores. 
Migratory  waterfowl,  as  well  as  upland  game  birds  and  raptors  were  also 
common,  and  numerous  species  of  fish  and  some  bivalves  inhabited  the 
Missouri  River  and  its  tributaries  (Parmalee  1979i  Lehmer  1970* 

More  than  90%  of  the  original  Missouri  River  floodplain  in  the  Dakotas 
was  inundated  by  the  mainstem  reservoirs.  The  Lake  Oahe  pool  now  extends  to 
near  the  rim  of  the  uplands  or  breaks  zone  throughout  the  southern  half  of  the 
1979  east  shore  area  (Project  Units  0-16).  In  the  northern  half  of  the 


project  area  (Project  Units  17"25).  remnants  of  the  original  river  terrace 
system  remain  exposed  above  the  lake  pool. 

CLIMATE 

The  climate  of  the  study  region  is  typically  continental,  extremely  hot 
in  summer  and  cold  in  winter.  Rapid  temperature  fluctuations  are  common. 

Annual  precipitation  averages  around  18  inches,  although  cycles  of  drought  and 
wet  years  occur  (Lehmer  1971:5^).  The  length  of  the  growing  season  decreases 
from  south  to  north  within  the  project  area — from  a  mean  of  152  days  at  Pierre, 
in  Hughes  County,  to  128  days  at  Pollock  near  the  North  Dakota  border 
(Richtsmeier  1980:192,  196). 

THE  MIDDLE  MISSOURI  CULTURAL  REGION 

Past  research  has  shown  that  the  Middle  Missouri  River  valley  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  Native  American  hunters,  gatherers,  and  horticulturists,  successively 
over  the  past  10,000  years,  and  more  recently,  by  Euroamerican  explorers, 
traders,  and  agriculturally  based  settlers  during  the  past  250  years. 

PREHISTORIC  SETTLEMENT 

The  Lake  Oahe  project  area  is  within  the  Middle  Missouri  archeological 
subarea  (Lehmer  1971).  a  division  of  the  larger  northcentral  Plains  region 
as  defined  by  Wedel  (1961)  and  Willey  (1966).  The  Middle  Missouri  subarea 
includes  roughly  that  portion  of  the  Missouri  River  trench  lying  within,  or 
along  the  boundaries  of  North  and  South  Dakota.  The  project  area  encom¬ 
passes  the  Bad-Cheyenne  and  Grand-Moreau  archeological  regions  as  well  as  the 
southern  portion  of  the  Cannon  3aII  region  (see  Lehmer  1971  for  definition  of 
these  un i ts) . 

Native  American  culture  history  in  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea  is 
generally  subdivided  into  four  major  periods:  Paleo-indian  (ca.  9500-6000 
B.C.),  Archaic  or  Forager  (ca.  6000  B.C.-A.D.  1),  Woodland  (ca.  A.D.  1-900), 
and  Plains  Village  (ca.  A.D.  900-l8i»8)  (Lehmer  1971;  Abler  et  al.  1981). 

Each  time  period  is  associated  with  a  major  cultural  tradition  of  the  same 
name.  Thus  the  major  lifeway  during  the  Paleo-indian  period  is  the  Paleo- 
indian  tradition,  and  so  forth  through  the  Plains  Village  tradition.  The  term 
preceramic  is  often  applied  to  the  earliest  periods--the  Paleo-indian  and 
Archalc--and  simply  refers  to  the  period  of  time  prior  to  the  introHuction 


of  pottery.  The  sequent  Woodland  and  Plains  Village  periods  are  sometimes 
lumped  together  under  the  term  ceramic. 

Evidence  of  the  Paleo-Indian  big  game  hunters  and  Archaic  "foragers", 
is  limited  within  the  project  area,  as  it  is  throughout  the  Middle  Missouri 
subarea  (Lehmer  1971:61;  Bradley  I98l:17)*  Projectile  point  types 
attributed  to  the  late  Paleo-Indian  and  Archaic  traditions  were  found  in-situ 
in  the  lower  zones  of  the  stratified  Walth  Bay  site  (39WW203)  in  Walworth 
County  (Abler  et  a1.  1974)>  Other  sites  in  Walworth  County  containing 
preceramic  materials  are  the  Travis  2  site  (39WW15)  (Abler  et  al.  1977)  and 
the  Mud  Flat  site  (39WW49)  (Weston  et  al.  1979:51).  All  three  of  these 
sites  are  rapidly  eroding  along  the  eastern  bank  of  Lake  Oahe  south  of 
Mobridge,  South  Dakota. 

Woodland  period  occupation  of  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea  is  only  some¬ 
what  better  documented  (e.g..  Hurt  1952;  Chomko  and  Wood  1973:  Neuman  1975). 
Sites  representing  this  early  ceramic  period  include  both  habitations  and 
mounds  or  mound  complexes,  and  are  scattered  along  the  trench  in  both  North 
and  South  Dakota.  One  group  of  Woodland  burial  sites,  assigned  to  the  Sonota 
complex,  is  scattered  thr.jughout  much  of  Dewey  County  on  the  west  bank  of  Lake 
Oahe  opposite  Walworth  County  (Neuman  1975).  However,  few  Woodland  period 
sites  nave  been  reported  within  the  present  east  bank  survey  area.  A  cluster 
of  three  stone  burial  mounds  was  excavated  by  Bass  (1962)  along  the  eastern 
shore  in  Hughes  County  and  Woodland  tradition  pottery  was  :pparently 
encountered.  The  .‘esults  of  this  work  have  not  been  published. 

The  succeeding  Plains  Village  period  is  by  far  the  most  thoroughly 
documented  segment  of  Native  American  culture  history  in  the  Middle  Missouri 
subarea.  Remains  of  the  large  earthlodge  villages  associated  with  this 
period  are  still  highly  visible  along  both  sides  of  the  trench  and  have  been 
the  subject  of  intense  interest,  both  professional  and  private  (see  e.g., 

Wedel  1961 ;  Lehmer  1971).  Further,  a  number  of  these  villages  were  occupied 
at  the  time  of  initial  contact  with  Euroamerican  traders  and  explorers  in  the 
early  eighteenth  century,  and  are  relatively  well  represented  in  a  variety 
of  ethnohistor ic  and  historic  sources.  The  origins  and  village  locations 
of  proto-historic  Plains  Village  peoples  are  discussed  by  Lehmer  (1971).  The 
specific  occurrences  of  village  sites  within  the  project  area  are  identified 
elsewhere  in  this  report  (see  Sections  A  and  I,  Volume  2;  Section  A, 

Volume  3) . 


HISTORIC  SETTLEMENT 


The  presence  of  historically  known  Native  American  groups  in  the  project 
area,  particularly  the  Arikara  and  Sioux,  is  detailed  in  journals  and 
reports  of  military  and  commercial  expeditions  through  the  region  and  on 
associated  early  maps  of  the  Missouri  River  (see  Sections  A  and  B,  Volume  2}. 
Native  life  along  the  Missouri  River  was  not  only  documented  but  dramatically 
altered  by  Euroamerican  incursion  into  the  region  which  included  the 
establishment  of  fur  trade  stations  and  posts,  and  subsequently  military 
installations  during  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  By  1862, 
village  populations,  decimated  by  Euroamerican  diseases  and  pressured  by 
horse  tribes,  had  been  reduced  to  a  single  community,  north  of  the  present 
study  area  in  northcentral  North  Dakota  (see  e.g.,  Lehmer  1971:172-179: 

Meyer  1977). 

Domestic  Euroamerican  settlement  of  the  eastcentral  portion  of  South 
Dakota,  the  present  study  area,  began  with  the  organization  of  the  Dakota 
Territory  in  1862.  Immigration  into  the  project  area  was  limited  until 
railroads  extended  into  the  area  during  the  1880s.  The  five  counties  which 
encompass  the  Lake  Oahe  survey  area  were  established  between  1873  and  1883. 
For  the  next  several  decades,  a  series  of  smaii  river  towns  grew-up  and 
died,  their  fortunes  based  largely  on  speculation  as  to  the  placement  of 
railroad  lines  and  bridge',  spanning  the  Missouri  River.  The  Pre-emption  Act 
of  1841  and  the  Homestead  Act  of  1861  further  encouraged  rural  settlement. 
Despite  periods  of  drought  and  depression,  farming  and  ranching  have 
remained  a  primary  source  of  livelihood  in  and  near  the  project  area  (see 
Section  B,  Volume  2). 

ASSESSMENT  OF  PRIOR  INVESTIGATIONS 

Archeological  investigations  of  historic  and  prehistoric  resources  in 
the  Middle  Missouri  subarea,  including  the  1979  survey  area,  have  been 
numerous,  though  often  narrowly  focused.  Paleontological  remains  have 
received  only  limited  attention.  Prior  documentation  or  analyses  of 
architectural  features  are  absent. 

Archeological  research  has  varied  from  independent  small-scale  studies 
by  both  private  and  professional  individuals  to  the  integrated  large-scale 
survey  and  salvage  mission  carried  out  prior  to  construction  of  the  mainstem 
reservoir  system.  However,  in  both  cases,  attention  was  focused  on  the 
river  trench  itself,  and  primarily  on  the  lower  terraces.  These  studies 
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provided  little  attention  to  representative  sampling  and  developed  virtually 
no  information  regarding  resources  along  the  valley  rim  and  within  the  tributary 
valleys,  two  contexts  well  represented  through  much  of  the  current  survey  area. 

Early  institutional  concern  (1900-I930s)  for  area  resources  is  evidenced 
by  scattered,  but  continued  work,  including  reconnaissance  and  limited  site 
testing  carried  out  by  the  State  Historical  Society  of  South  Dakota  (Will  and 
Spinden  1906;  Will  1924),  the  University  of  South  Dakota  Huseum  under  the 
direction  of  W.H.  Over  (see  Sigstad  and  Sigstad  1973) •  and  the  Bureau  of 
Ethnology  (Stirling  1924).  The  Smithsonian  Institution,  Bureau  of  American 
Ethnology  conducted  major  field  programs  in  the  Middle  Missouri  area  during 
the  1930s,  funded  in  part  by  the  Works  Progress  Administration  (Strong  1933; 
1940;  Wedel  1955). 

Intensive  archeological  and  historical  research  was  initiated  during 
the  late  1940s  and  continued  throughout  much  of  the  following  three  decades. 

An  integrated  program  of  survey  and  salvage  was  carried  out  to  mitigate  the 
impact  of  a  series  of  reservoirs  constructed  along  the  malnstem  of  the 
Missouri  River.  The  Smithsonian  institution,  through  the  Missouri  Basin 
Project,  and  later  the  Missouri  River  Basin  Surveys,  as  well  as  the  South 
Dakota  Archeological  Commission  in  cooperation  with  the  National  Park 
Service,  was  largely  responsible  for  these  programs.  Lehmer  (1971:35*49) 
provides  a  summary  of  major  investigations  and  a  synthesis  of  results 
achieved  by  the  salvage  program  (also  see  Petsche  196-B  for  a  bibliography  of 
published  salvage  work). 

Subsequent  to  filling  and  operation  of  reservoir  units,  a  number  of 
investigations  were  carried  out  at  specific  sites  endangered  by  lake  shore 
erosion.  Limited  shoreline  surveys  were  also  conducted  in  areas  of 
proposed  development  on  project  lands,  such  as  irrigation  projects  (see 
Section  I,  Volume  2).  Comprehensive  evaluation  of  this  later  work  has  not 
been  previously  undertaken. 

The  abundant  and  highly  visible  Native  American  village  remains 
situated  on  the  Missouri  terrace  margins  have  been  the  primary  focus  of 
archeological  investigations  by  both  professional  and  lay  archeologists  for 
the  past  80  years.  This  understandable  bias  is  most  evident  in  the  direction 
taken  by  the  extensive  mitigation  efforts  carried  out  prior  to  reservoir 
flooding.  Of  318  sites  reported  by  the  Missouri  Basin  project  within  the 
full  Lake  Oahe  project  in  North  and  South  Dakota,  237  (74%)  were  associated 
with  earthlodge  village  remains  located  on  terraces  immediately  above  the 
river  floodplain  (Cooper  and  Stevenson  1953). 
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SUMMARY  OF  PREVIOUSLY  RECORDED  RESOURCES 

Prior  to  I979>  a  total  of  179  Native  American,  Euroamerican,  and 
paieontoiogicai  sites  had  been  recorded  within  the  boundaries  of  the  present 
survey  area  (see  Section  I,  Volume  2). 

PALEONTOLOGICAL  RESOURCES 

Soils  in  the  project  area  are  composed  primarily  of  Pleistocene  glacial 
deposits  and  sediments  of  the  Oahe  formation  overlying  Pierre  Shale  (Clayton 
et  al.  1976:  Flint  1955)*  Two  paleontological  sites  were  previously 
recorded  in  the  area,  and  fossils  apparently  associated  with  the  Pierre 
Shale  formation  were  noted  at  archeological  site  39CA3  in  Campbell  County. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL  RESOURCES 

Virtually  all  previously  recorded  archeological  resources  (37%)  are 
Native  American  sites.  Half  of  this  Inventory  (n  ■  8b)  was  Identified 
in  field  records  as  village  or  earthlodge  remains.  Other  sites  were 
un invest! gated  and  were  not  attributed  to  particular  cultural-historical 
units.  Fifteen  sites  were  reported  to  contain  stone  features.  Other  reported 
site  types  include  burial  areas,  isolated  features,  and  surface  scatters  of 
lithic,  ceramic,  or  bone  debris.  The  full  inventory  of  formally  recorded 
archeological  sites  Is  listed  In  Section  1,  Volume  2. 

Shoreline  exposures  produced  by  bank  slump  and  erosion  have  subsequently 
led  to  the  identification  of  deeply  buried  preceramic  sites.  Two  such 
stratified  sites  were  investigated  in  Walworth  County  (Abler  et  al.  197^: 

Abler  et  al.  I977)>  Additional  sites  have  been  identified  by  shoreline 
reconnaissance  south  of  NobrIdge  but  not  further  investigated  (Weston  et  al. 

1979). 

Intensive  investigation  of  previously  recorded  resources  has  been 
limited.  While  cultural  materials  were  recovered  at  73%  (n  ■  142)  of 
recorded  sites,  only  181  (n  *  32)  were  subjected  to  subsurface  test 
investigation. 

STATUS  OF  KNOWN  SITES 

Of  the  179  sites  recorded  within  the  project  area  prior  to  1979,  only 
48  Native  American  sites  remain  above  or  near  the  present  pool  level  of  Lake 
Oahe  (sec  Section  I,  Volume  2).  Fifteen  of  these  resources  were  identified 
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as  village  or  earthlodge  sites,  six  as  containing  stone  features,  one  as  a 
possible  burial  area,  and  26  as  surface  scatters  of  cultural  debris. 

Only  three  of  the  seven  previously  Identified  Euroamerican  sites,  all 
components  recorded  in  association  with  Native  American  sites  In  Campbell  h. 

County,  remain  above  the  lake  pool.  A  single  paleontological  location, 
associated  with  Native  American  site  39CA3,  remains  above  the  normal 
conservation  pool.  > 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  PROPERTIES 

The  last  full  annual  listing  for  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places, 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  6  February  1979,  Includes  nine  sites  In  the 
five  counties  of  the  Lake  Oahe  survey  area  (Table  A-5) .  Only  one  of  these 
properties,  the  Travis  2  archeological  site  (39WW15)  near  Hobridge  in 
Walworth  County,  is  located  within  project  lands.  Travis  2  contains  strati¬ 
fied  preceramic  deposits  exposed  at  the  beach  level  of  Lake  Oahe.  The  site 
was  determined  eligible  for  National  Register  protection  following 
systematic  monitoring  of  shoreline  erosion  (Abler  et  al.  1977;  Weston  et  al. 

1979;  Abler  1980). 

Subsequent  annual  updated  listings  and  periodic  notices  published  in 
the  Federal  Register  were  reviewed  throughout  the  duration  of  the  Lake  Oahe 
study.  No  approved  or  pending  nominations  within  the  project  area,  other 
than  those  resulting  from  the  current  investigations,  were  identified. 

Nominations  and  recommended  eligibilities  derived  directly  or  indirectly  from 
the  present  study  are  discussed  later  in  this  volume  (see  Evaluation  and 
Recommendations) . 
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Table  A-5.  Properties  within  or  near  the  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey  area  listed 
in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  February  1979* 


4 

El igibi 1 ity  Status 
and  Property  Name 

Locat ion 

Relation  to  Project 

PENDING  NOMINATIONS 

-V 

none 


DETERMINED  ELIGIBLE 
Walworth  County 

Travis  2  archeological  site  (39WU15)  near  Mobridge  beach  of  Lake  Oahe 

APPROVED  NOMINATIONS 
Campbell  County 
none 


Hughes  County 


Mentor  Graham  house 

Blunt 

outside 

Brink-Wagner  house 

Pierre 

outside 

Crawford-Pettyjohn  house 

Pierre 

outside 

Karcher-Sahr  house 

Pierre 

outside 

Judge  C.D.  Meade  house 

Pierre 

outside 

South  Dakota  State  Capital  and 
governor's  house 

Pierre 

outside 

Stephens~Lucas  house 

Pierre 

outside 

Arzberger  archeological  site  (39HU6) 

near  Pierre 

outside 

Potter  County 


none 

Sully  County 
none 

Walworth  County 
none 
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RESULTS  OF  THE  1979  EAST  SHORE  SURVEY 


Intensive  field  investigations  were  carried  out  in  two  stages  during  the 
1979  field  season.  Methods  and  procedures,  as  well  as  a  detailed  breakdown 
of  the  survey  results,  appear  in  Section  A,  Volume  3«  Resources  recorded 
during  the  1979  survey  are  coordinated  with  the  previous  site  inventory  for 
the  project  area  in  Section  I,  Volume  2.  A  full  account  of  work  at 
individual  sites  is  compiled  in  Volumes  3  and  k.  An  overview  of  results 
for  the  two  stages  of  investigation  and  key  characteristics  of  the  full 
inventory  is  presented  below. 

STAGE  1:  PEDESTRIAN  SURVEY 

All  project  lands  (ca.  32,100  ac)  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Oahe 
in  South  Dakota  were  systematically  inspected  for  evidence  of  historical, 
archeological,  and  architectural  resources.  This  work  was  carried  out 
during  May  and  June  1979  by  experienced  field  crews  proceeding  on  foot. 

The  work  began  in  the  tai trace  area  below  the  Lake  Oahe  Dam  at  the  southern 
end  of  the  project  and  ended  at  the  border  of  North  and  South  Dakota,  a 
distance  of  602  mi  along  the  irregular  lake  shore. 

A  total  of  281  sites  and  198  isolated  finds  of  cultural  specimens  were 
identified  and  inventoried.  Key  descriptive  characteristics  for  each 
resource  are  presented  in  tabular  form  in  Section  C,  Volume  A.  Locational 
data  are  tabulated  in  the  introduction  to  Volumes  5~9' 

Most  of  the  1979  resource  inventory  consists  of  newly  identified  sites 
which  are  distributed  variously  throughout  the  project  area.  Only  39  sites 
had  been  previously  recorded.  Most  of  these  are  located  in  the  northern 
section  of  the  project  where  the  previously  investigated  river  terraces 
remain  above  the  lake  pool  and  where  post-inundation  surveys  are  concentrated 
(Table  A-6) .  Importantly,  the  1979  survey  provides  intensive  coverage  of 
areas  along  the  rim  of  the  river  trench  and  within  tributary  valleys.  These 
areas  have  not  been  subjects  of  prior  cultural  studies.  Consequently,  the 
current  inventory  has  greatly  expanded  the  diversity  of  site  types  and  the 
range  of  resource  locations  known  for  the  study  area  (see  Section  I,  Volume 
2  and  Section  A,  Volume  3.  Further,  the  1979  survey  documents  specific 


Table  A-6.  Comparison  of  cultural  resource  frequencies  inventoried  within 

project  limits  prior  to  and  during  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore 
Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Previous 

Inventory^ 

1979 

UNL  Inventory^ 

Nat. 

Euro- 

[Relocated 

Nat. 

Euro- 

Isolated 

Project  Unit 

Amer. 

amer. 

1979] 

Amer. 

amer. 

Loci 

Hughes  County 

0  (Tail  race) 

1 

0 

3 

0 

5 

1  (Peoria  Flats) 

31 

1 

[1] 

19 

3 

11 

2  (Cow/Spring  Creek) 
Sully  County 

1 

0 

23 

1  (2) 

21 

3  (Okobojo  Creek) 

3 

0 

[2] 

31 

1(3) 

22 

k  (Sully  Creek) 

13 

1 

9 

0(1) 

2 

9  (Mail shack  Creek) 

3 

0 

8 

1 

5 

6  (Little  Bend  East) 

14 

0 

[2] 

3 

0(2) 

9 

7  (Little  Bend  West) 

22 

0 

2 

0 

3 

8  (Bloody  Run  Gulch) 

2 

0 

1 

0 

7 

9  (Artichoke  Creek) 

4 

0 

3 

0 

1 

Potter  County 

10  (Forest  City  South) 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

11  (Forest  City) 

4 

0 

2 

0 

6 

12  (Whitlocks  Bay) 

9 

1 

12 

2(3) 

12 

13  (Latin  Bay) 

3 

0 

2 

2 

1 

14  (Steamboat  Creek) 

3 

0 

0 

5 

3 

Walworth  County 

13  (LeBeau) 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

16  (Swan  Creek) 

3 

0 

12 

3(7) 

8 

17  (Walth  Bay) 

6 

0 

[1] 

7 

2 

11 

18  (Blue  Blanket) 

15 

0 

[11] 

22 

4(5) 

17 

19  (Mobridge) 

14 

0 

[6] 

20 

4(5) 

4 

Campbell  County 

20  (Anton  Rygh) 

4 

0 

[1] 

13 

5(7) 

15 

21  (Locke  Creek) 

3 

(1) 

[3] 

3 

1 

11 

22  (Jones  Bay) 

3 

(2) 

[3] 

4 

3(4) 

3 

23  (Pollock  Bay) 

5 

0 

[4] 

16 

6(10) 

7 

24  (VanderVorste  Bay) 

2 

0 

[2] 

8 

4(8) 

6 

25  (Lake  Pocasse) 

4 

0 

[3] 

3 

4 

4 

TOTALS 

176 

3(6)  [39] 

229 

52(76) 

198 

^Based  on  assigned  site  numbers,  at  least  four  of  which  are  dupl i cate  numbers. 
Euroamerican  components  at  Native  American  sites  are  in  parentheses.  Sites 
above  pool,  which  were  relocated  during  the  1979  survey,  are  in  brackets  (see 
Section  I ,  Vol .  2) . 

Totals  in  parentheses  include  Euroamerican  components  at  Native  American  sites 
(See  Section  A,  Volume  3  for  detailed  breakdown  of  the  full  inventory). 
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Euroamerican  archeological  and  architectural  remains  which  have  been  treated 
only  in  a  general  manner  in  prior  studies  completed  for  the  Lake  Oahe  area. 

STAGE  2:  SITE  TESTING  AND  DOCUMENTATION 

During  the  second  stage  of  field  investigations  in  July  and  August  1979> 
a)]  sites  warranting  documentation  beyond  the  preliminary  identification 
provided  by  the  initial  survey  record  were  revisited  for  controlled  mapping 
and  testing.  This  stage  of  the  field  work  began  with  the  northernmost  sites 
and  returned  systematically  to  the  southern  end  of  the  survey  area.  Plan 
and  contour  maps  for  each  site  and  a  record  of  subsurface  observations  are 
included  with  narrative  data  presented  in  Volumes  3  and  4.  These  results 
are  discussed  in  detail  in  Section  A,  Volume  3  where  project-wide  testing 
data  are  summarized. 

Subsurface  information  was  obtained  for  a  total  of  132  sites  or  k7%  of 
the  recorded  inventory  (Table  A-7)  through  more  than  200  controlled  tests 
and  exposure  profiles,  as  well  as  through  data  from  prior  work  at  four  sites. 
While  much  of  the  subsurface  data  was  recovered  from  limited,  small-scale 
(0.5*1 .0  m  square  units)  testing,  32  sites  were  found  to  have  major  sub¬ 
surface  exposures  produced  by  bank  erosion  associated  with  the  lake  or 
tributary  creeks.  Twenty-two  major  exposures  revealed  identifiable  features 
such  as  burials,  house  floors,  pits  or  hearths. 

Buried  cultural  deposits  were  identified  at  a  total  of  86  Native 
American  and  Euroamerican  sites  (Table  A-7).  The  majority  of  sites  {6k%)  with 
clearly  definable  depth  of  deposits  were  shallowly  buried,  with  materials 
occurring  within  40  cm  of  the  surface.  More  deeply  buried  sites  were 
generally  identified  in  creek  and  river  terraces  primarily  located  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  survey  area. 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  SITE  INVENTORY 

Native  American  archeological  components  were  recorded  at  229  sites  and 
143  isolated  locations  during  the  1979  survey.  Native  Americcn  sites 
occurred  in  all  project  units,  except  Unit  14  in  Potter  County  (see  Table  A-6 
above).  Isolated  finds  of  Native  American  artifacts  were  recorded  in  all  26 
project  units,  ranging  from  five  or  fewer  loci  in  15  units  to  10  or  more  loci 
in  only  four  units  (see  Section  A,  Volume  3:  Table  A-14). 


Table  A-7.  Distribution  of  subsurface  deposits  recorded  at  Native  American  and 
Euroamerican  sites  during  the  1979  UNL  investigations;  Lake  Oahe 
East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Maximum  Depth  (cm  S.D.)^ 

Total 

Project 

Sites 

Unspec- 

Buried 

Un  i  t 

Tested^ 

Steri le 

if  ied 

20 

40 

60 

80  100+ 

Sites 

Hughes 

County 

0 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

10 

5 

3 

2 

5 

Sully  County 

3 

14 

4 

7 

3 

10 

k 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

none 

none 

6 

3 

2 

1 

3 

7 

none 

none 

8 

none 

none 

9 

2 

2 

none 

Potter 

County 

10 

1 

1 

none 

11 

none 

none 

12 

8 

1 

5 

1 

1 

7 

13 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

14 

4 

4 

none 

Walworth  County 

15 

1 

1 

none 

16 

8 

2 

1 

1  4 

8 

17 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

18 

15 

8 

2 

3 

2 

7 

19 

14 

6 

2 

1 

4 

1 

8 

Campbell  County 

20 

IT 

1 

1 

1 

i 

3 

21 

3 

1 

1  1 

2 

22 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

23 

11 

4 

3 

4 

7 

24 

9 

4 

2  3 

9 

25 

2 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

132 

46 

9 

26 

23 

iO 

6  12 

86 

^ Includes  al 1  sites 

i  for  which 

subsurface 

data 

was 

recorded 

through  test 

excava- 

tions. 

spection 

of  exposures  and  bank  profiles. 

^Depos i 

ts  occur  at 

or  above  depths  indicated. 

Unspecified 

depth  column 

includes 

sites 

where  prior 

data  indicated  buried 

deposits 

but  sites  were  not  tested  in 

1979. 

Also  included  are  sites  where  1i 

mited 

testing  failed  to  define  a 

probable 

depth  of  cultural  deposits. 


The  highest  densities  of  Native  American  sites  (rates  of  one  site  in 
less  than  100  ac)  occur  in  eight  project  units  distributed  at  the  southern 
(Units  1-3)  and  northern  (Units  23“24)  extremes  of  the  survey  area,  and  in  the 
northcentral  portion  of  the  survey  area  (Units  18-20)  where,  in  most  cases, 
sites  are  clustered  near  the  mouths  of  tributary  valleys.  In  general, 
however,  the  locations  of  Native  American  sites  are  rather  evenly  divided 
between  the  river  trench  (58.5%)f  where  virtually  all  previously  recorded 
sites  were  located,  and  tributary  creek  valleys  (41.5%)  —  largely  unstudied 
contexts  throughout  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea  (see  Section  A,  Volume  3). 

Site  type  locations  are  summarized  in  Table  A-8  and  discussed  below. 

SITE  TYPES 

The  1979  inventory  of  Native  American  sites  is  comprised  predominately 
of  artifactual  scatters  (n  ■  154),  though  more  distinctive  site  types 
characterized  by  stone  features  (n  *  66)  and  the  remains  of  earthlodge 
villages  (n  ■  9)  are  also  identified  (Table  A-8).  The  distribution  all 
Native  American  sites,  except  those  containing  stone  features,  is  illustrated 
in  Figures  A-3  and  A-4.  The  94  sites  shown  in  Figure  A-3  consist  only  of 
lithic  assemblages  (and/or  faunal  remains)  for  which  temporal  or  typological 
assessments  are  not  presently  possible.  All  69  sites  plotted  in  Figure  A-4 
contain  temporally  diagnostic  materials  and  tentative  assignments  to 
broad  cultural  periods  are  complete.  Nine  sites  in  Figure  A-4  are  defined  as 
earthlodge  villages,  while  the  remainder,  and  all  sites  in  Figure  A-3,  are 
artifactual  scatters. 

Artifactual  Scatters.  A  total  of  154  sites  are  characterized 
principally  by  scatters  of  artifactual  debris  (see  Section  A,  Volume  3: 
pp.  2A18-2A27).  Most  of  these  are  classed  as  lithic  sites  (n  ■  120) — 
locations  yielding  chipped  and/or  ground  stone  assemblages  and  lacking  pottery. 
Many  of  the  lithic  sites  are  small,  occur  frequently  on  prominent  upland 
points  and  knolls,  and  may  represent  limited,  isolated  activities  such  as 
lithic  procurement  and/or  chipping  stations  (see  Section  C,  Volume  2). 
Thirty-one  artifactual  scatters  include  ceramics;  these  are  primarily 
located  in  Walworth  and  Campbell  counties  (n  -  24)  where  remaining  earthlodge 
villages  are  concentrated.  Vertebrate  faunal  remains  are  included  in  the 
assemblages  of  65  artifactual  scatters.  Three  sites  of  this  type  are 
defined  on  the  basis  of  faunal  specimens  alone.  Limited  subsurface  testing 
at  artifactual  scatters  indicates  that  at  least  57  of  these  sites  contain 
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Figure  A-4.  Project  map  showing  locations  of  artifactual  scatters  and  village 
sites  for  which  tentative  temporal  assignments  were  made  during 
the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


buried  deposits,  including  subsurface  features  (generally  hearths  and  bone 
lenses)  at  20  sites  (see  Section  A,  Volume  3;  Tables  A-6  and  A-7).  Twenty 
of  the  A2  temporally  assignable  artifactual  scatters  have  been  attributed 
to  the  Plains  Village  period  while  another  12  scatters  may  represent  pre- 

^  Plains  Village  period  occupations.  Ten  artifactual  scatters  may  contain 

both  Plains  Village  and  pre-Plains  Village  materials. 

Stone  Feature  Sites.  A  total  of  66  Native  American  sites  in  the  1979 
inventory  contain  surface  evidence  of  patterned  stone  features,  such  as 
stone  circles,  mounds,  rock  cairns  and  alignments  (see  Section  A,  Volume  3: 
pp  2A27*2A36).  These  sites  are  primarily  concentrated  in  the  southern 
portion  of  the  project  where  glacial  cobbles  and  boulders  are  most  widely 
exposed  (Figures  A-5  and  A-6).  Stone  feature  sites  are  most  commonly 
located  within  the  tributary  creek  valleys.  An  anomolous  cluster  of  sites, 
however,  occurs  at  the  rim  of  the  river  valley  In  Hughes  County  and 
includes  the  largest  stone  circle  site  (39HUA8)  in  the  project  area,  as  well 
as  the  only  large  stone  burial  mounds.  The  locations  of  all  sites  contain¬ 
ing  stone  circles  (n  »  23)  are  shown  in  Figure  A-5.  These  sites  are 
commonly  interpreted  to  represent  habitation  remains,  such  as  tipi  rings. 

The  remainder  of  the  stone  feature  sites  (n  »  i43)  contain  only  small  rock 
cairns  or  various  other  configurations  of  stones  which  often  occur  on  high 
prominent  points  and  are  probably  associated  with  activities  other  than 
habitation.  The  distribution  of  these  latter  stone  feature  sites  is 
illustrated  in  Figure  A-6,  Subsurface  testing  at  25  stone  feature  sites 
produced  evidence  of  buried  deposits  at  11  locations.  The  tests  indicated 
that  subsurface  remains  are  generally  low  in  density  and  shallowly  buried. 

No  ceramics  were  encountered  and  few  temporally  diagnostic  lithic  specimens 
were  recovered.  Tentative  temporal  assessments  for  six  stone  circle  sites 
suggest  that  both  late  prehistoric  (possibly  Plains  Village  period)  and 
earlier  (pre-PIains  Village  period)  occupations  are  represented. 

*  Earth  lodge  Village  Sites.  Virtually  all  earthlodge  villages  (n  ■  86) 

previously  recorded  in  the  present  survey  area  have  been  inundated  by  Lake 
Oahe.  Only  nine  of  the  known  village  sites  were  documented  in  some  manner 
during  the  1979  UNL  survey  (see  Section  A,  Volume  3:  PP  2A36-2A39).  But  no 
newly  identified  villages  were  inventoried.  Two  of  the  currently  documented 
villages  (39CA208  and  39WW203)  have  been  previously  investigated  (Ahler 
et  al.  197^;  Falk  and  Calabrese  1973;  Falk  and  Ahler  1986)  while  the  others 
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Figure  A-5-  Project  map  showing  the  locations  of  Native  American  sites 
containing  stone  circles;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey 
South  Dakota. 


NORTH  DAKOTA 
SOUTH  DAKOTA 


GWAND  <*' 


-39CAI59 

-39CAIS8 


•39WW88 


.39WW8I 


'39WW77 

.39WW80 

“39WW78 


OiCYtENNC  M.  • 


39SL39U 

39SL307i 

39SL308- 


ISL350' 


39SL343 

39SL344 

•39SL345 


39SL302' 


MISCELLANeOUS 

STONC  FEATURE  COMPONENTS 


-39P044 

.39P04I 

-39P047 

-39P046 


- 39SL326 

- - 39SU325 

^SL324 

/»SL320 

Amtii? 

/^39SU339 

^::i39SL342 

- 39SL341 

— —  39SL3I9 
- 39SL29e _ 

■39HUI76 

-MHUIBS 

-39HUieO 

'39HU164 

''39HUI62 

•39HUI97 


Figure  A-6.  Project  map  showing  the  locations  of  Native  American  sites 

containing  rock  cairns,  clusters  or  alignments;  1979  Lake  Oahe 
East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


remain  unstudied  or  unreported  (see  Section  I,  Volume  2).  All  nine 
inventoried  sites  are  plotted  In  Figure  A-k  above.  Results  of  the  1979 
investigations  at  each  site  are  as  follows: 

1.  Extensive  house  and  midden  remains  can  be  expected  at  sites  39CA1 , 
39CA3,  and  39WW203.  Surface  and  subsurface  evidence  of  village  features 
have  been  documented  and  substantial  portions  of  each  site  appear  to  remain 
above  the  lake  pool,  though  all  three  are  being  rapidly  destroyed  by  shore¬ 
line  erosion.  Bank  stabilization  efforts  at  39WW203  subsequent  to  the  1979 
survey  have  provided  some  measure  of  protection. 

2.  The  nature  and  extent  of  deposits  at  sites  39CA2,  39SL15  and  39SL33 
are  not  fully  determined.  Though  all  three  are  characterized  by  extensive 
surface  debris  and  the  presence  of  subsurface  materials,  further  work  is 
needed  to  define  village  features. 

3.  Major  portions  of  known  village  features  at  sites  39CA208  and 
39WW1  have  been  destroyed  through  shoreline  erosion  and  vandalism. 

A.  The  entire  previously  investigated  village  area  at  site  39CA4 
(see  Bowers  1958;  Knudson  et  al.  1983)  is  inundated.  However,  human  remains 
and  scattered  debris  recorded  nearby  at  the  lake  shore  during  the  1979  survey, 
possibly  a  burial  area,  is  probably  associated  with  the  former  village. 

Isolated  Locations.  Surface  finds  of  cultural  materials  with  limited 
content  (generally,  three  or  fewer  specimens)  and  lacking  Identifiable 
spatial  integrity  (normally  an  area  of  Im*  or  less  and  more  than  100  m  from 
other  loci)  were  recorded  as  isolated  locations.  Isolated  Native  American 
materials,  primarily  chipped  stone  specimens,  were  inventoried  at  143 
locations  (see  Section  A,  Volume  3:  PP  2A37”2A4l). 

MATERIALS  RECOVERED 

A  total  of  73,222  Native  American  artifacts  and  ecofactual  specimens 
were  collected  from  174  sites  and  137  isolated  locations  (see  Section  A, 

Volume  3).  The  quantity  of  materials  recovered  from  Native  American  sites 
is  summarized  by  site  type  and  descriptive  category  in  Table  A-9.  Inventories, 
descriptions,  and  evaluations  for  the  full  assemblage  appear  in  Sections  C, 

0,  and  E,  Volume  2. 
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Although  only  75  Native  American  sites,  or  one-third  of  the  current 
Lake  Oahe  inventory,  are  presently  amenable  to  temporal  assessment,  the 
four  major  cultural  periods  recognized  for  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea 
appear  to  be  represented  within  the  survey  area.  A  listing  of  all 
tentatively  assigned  sites,  and  the  bases  for  temporal  assessments  for  each 
component,  appears  in  Section  A,  Volume  3  (Table  A-2A) .  At  least  90 
temporally  discrete  components  have  been  defined  for  the  75  evaluated  sites 
(Table  A-IO).  These  components  are  evenly  divided  between  those 
attributable  to  the  relatively  well-known  late  prehistoric  and  protohistoric 
periods  (post-A.O.  900;  n  >  kS)  and  those  likely  associated  with  earlier 
pre-Plains  Village  and  preceramic  occupations  (n  *  45) •  Sixteen  sites 
appear  to  contain  both  Plains  Village  period  and  earlier  components.  The 
distribution  of  Plains  Village  period  components  is  shown  in  Figure  A-7 
while  previllage  sites,  including  preceramic  components  are  plotted  in 
Figure  A-S.  In  all  cases,  tentative  temporal  assignments  are  based  on 
assessments  of  lithic  (see  Section  C,  Volume  2)  or  ceramic  materials  (see 
Section  D,  Volume  2),  and/or  radiometric  dating. 

Radiometric  Dating.  Radiometric  dates  were  obtained  on  carbon  samples 
recovered  from  six  sites  during  the  1979  survey  (Table  A-11).  Eleven  wood 
charcoal  samples  were  submitted  for  radiocarbon  analysis  to  the  University 
of  Georgia,  Center  for  Applied  isotope  Studies.  For  the  most  part,  the 
radiocarbon  determinations  are  generally  consistent  with  taxonomic  assess¬ 
ments  for  these  sites  and  are  of  acceptable  reliability.  A  notable 
exception  is  the  age  for  site  39WW23.  Although  a  late  prehistoric  date 
would  be  expected  for  this  site  on  the  basis  of  recovered  projectile  points, 
the  large  sigma  (see  Table  A-ll)  suggests  the  obtained  date  Is  of  little 
reliability,  probably  due  to  the  small  sample  size. 

Dates  (A.D.  1350-1355)  obtained  for  site  39CAI  (Vanderbilt  Village)  are 
agreeable  with  the  taxonomic  assessment  based  on  recovered  ceramics  (Extended 
Middle  Missouri  variant:  ca.  A.D.  1100-1500).  The  broad  spread  of '  dates 
(A.D.  905~  1615)  for  site  39CA3  (Jones  Village)  may  reflect  multiple 
components.  Assessment  of  recovered  ceramics  revealed  types  commonly 
associated  with  both  initial  (A.D.  900-1400)  and  Extended  variants  (A.D. 
1100-1500)  of  the  Middle  Missouri  tradition  (see  Section  C,  Volume  2  for 
discussion).  Evaluation  of  the  39CA3  radiocarbon  series  is  frustrated 


Table  A-10.  Summary  distribution  by  project  unit  of  temporally  assigned  Native 
American  components;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Project 

Pre- 

Plains 

Pre- 

Plains 

Total 

(Total 

Un  i  t 

ceramic 

Woodland 

vi  1  lage 

Vi  1 lage 

Contact 

Components 

Sites) 

Hughes  County 

0 

1 

1 

(1) 

1 

1 

1 

2 

(1) 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

8 

(5) 

Sully  County 

3 

1 

3 

1 

5 

W 

A 

none 

none 

5 

none 

none 

6 

1 

3 

4 

(3) 

7 

none 

none 

8 

none 

none 

9 

none 

none 

Potter  County 

10 

none 

none 

11 

none 

none 

12 

3 

3 

(3) 

13 

2 

2 

(2) 

lA 

none 

none 

Walworth  County 

15 

2 

2 

(2) 

16 

1 

3 

4 

(4) 

17 

1 

5 

6 

(5) 

18 

8 

2 

1 

11 

(11) 

19 

8 

1 

3 

12 

(11) 

Campbell  County 

20 

1 

1 

3 

5 

(3) 

21 

1 

3 

4 

(3) 

22 

1 

1 

4 

6 

(4) 

23 

2 

1 

6 

9 

(7) 

24 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

(6) 

TOTALS 

23 

12 

10 

44 

1 

90 

(75) 

Figure  A-?.  Project  map  showing  locations  of  known  or  probable  earthlodge 
villages  in  relation  to  other  tentatively  identified  Plains 
Village  period  components;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey, 
South  Dakota. 


AA6 


CHCYCNflC  n. 


Hu9»if«  Co 


•  VILLAGC  OQMPONCHn 

A  PffOMU  mC-CCR«MlC  COMPONCHTS 


Figure  A-6.  Project  map  showing  locations  of  probable  preceramic  components 
in  relation  to  other  tentatively  identified  pre-Plains  Village 
period  components;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 
Dakota. 
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Table  A-ll.  Summary  of  radiocarbon  dates  obtained  for  six  sites  during  the  1979 
Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Si te  No./ 

Cat.  No. 

Sample  Location 

Lab  Number 
(sample  size) 

C'^  Age  (years) 
(uncorrected) 
date) 

Fraction- 
at  ion 
C'2/C>3 

PLAINS  VILLAGE  PERIOD 


39CA1/26-30 
(combined  sample) 

House  11  floor 
(0.87-1.03  m  S.D.) 

UGa-3355 
(9.1  g) 

600  ±  60  B.P. 
(A.D.  1350) 

-25.32 

39CA1/31-33 
(combined  sample) 

House  11  floor 
(0.96-1.06  m  S.D.) 

UGa-3356 
(5.4  g) 

595  ±  105  B.P. 
(A.D.  1355) 

-26.99 

39CA3/53 

House  3  floor 
(0.28  m  S.D.) 

U6a-3357 
(10.0  g) 

710  ±  65  B.P. 
(A.D.  1240) 

-27.74 

39CA3/56 

House  10  floor 
(1.6  m  S.D.) 

UGa-3358 
(10.0  g) 

1045  ±  65  B.P. 
(A.D.  905) 

-28.45 

39CA3/57 

(divided  sample) 

House  15  floor 
(1.6  m  S.D.) 

UGa-3359 
(10.0  g) 

335  t  90  B.P. 
(A.D.  1615) 

-28.55 

39CA3/57 
(divided  sample) 

House  15  floor 
(1.6  m  S.D.) 

UGa-3360 
(10.0  g) 

1010  ±  95  B.P. 
(A.D.  940) 

-26.99 

39WW23/1'3 

exposed  bone  lens 
wi  th  flaking  debris 

UGa-3351 
(4.5  g) 

325  ±  825  B.P. 
(A.D.  1625) 

-26.15 

PLAINS  WOODLAND  PERIOD  (?) 

39CA1 06/22 

Feature  7;  hearth 
(0.11-0.23  m  S.D.) 

UGa-3354 
(7.0  g) 

865  ±  95  B.P. 
(A.D.  1085) 

PLAINS  ARCHAIC  PERIOD 

39CA9i* */17 
(divided  sample) 

Feature  1;  hearth 
(2.5  m  S.D.) 

U6a-3353 
(10.0  g) 

6830  i  160  B.P. 
(4880  B.C.) 

-27.29 

39CA9i*/17 
(divided  sample) 

Feature  1;  hearth 
(2.5  ni  S.D.) 

UGa-3361 
(11.0  g) 

6740  ±  165  B.P. 
(4790  B.C.) 

— * 

39WWl*l/Fl 

Feature  1;  hearth 
(0. A5-O.6O  m  S.D. ) 

UGa-3352 
(4.7  g) 

3145  t  160  B.P. 
(1195  B.C.) 

-25.78 

NOTE:  All  samples  are  wood  charcoal  recovered  during  the  1979  investigations. 
Analysis  by  Center  for  Applied  Isotope  Studies,  University  of  Georgia. 

*Samples  lost  by  Center  for  Applied  Isotope  Studies. 


somewhat  by  the  divided  sample  from  the  floor  of  House  15.  A  spread  of 
nearly  seven  centuries  is  reflected  by  the  two  dates  (UGa-3359.  UGa-3360) 
and  the  later  date  (335  ±  90  B.P.,  A.O.  1615)  is  inconsistent  with  the  taxo¬ 
nomic  assessment  of  the  site,  as  well  as  radiocarbon  dates  from  Houses  3 
and  10. 

The  late  prehistoric  date  (A.D.  1085)  obtained  for  site  39CA106  is 
generally  consistent  with  the  late  Woodland  period  affiliation  suggested 
by  diagnostic  artifacts,  including  ceramics  which  appear  similar  to  those 
of,  among  other  Woodland  components,  the  Saskatchewan  Basin  complex  of 
Canada  dated  from  A.D.  200-850  to  1700  (see  Section  D,  Volume  2).  Pre¬ 
ceramic  components,  identified  largely  by  patinated  lithics,  at  sites 
39CA9lt  and  39WWltl  yielded  dates  of  4790-4880  B.C.  and  1195  B.C.,  respectively, 
suggesting  occupations  during  the  mid-to  late  Plains  Archaic  period. 

Although  chronological  placement  of  the  dated  sites  has  been  generally 
clarified,  in  all  cases,  a  series  of  samples  larger  than  that  feasible  in 
the  present  study  must  be  evaluated  for  accurate  age  determination. 

Culture  History.  Individual  sites  assigned  to  general  or  specific 
culture-historical  units  are  listed  in  Table  A-12.  Evidence  of  the 
earliest  occupations  of  the  Lake  Oahe  area  during  the  Paleo-Indian  period  is 
probably  limited  to  buried  components  at  sites  39WW15  (Travis  2)  and  39WW203 
(Walth  Bay).  Both  are  stratified  sites  located  in  the  second  river  terrace 
near  Mobridge  (see  Abler  et  al.  1977;  Abler  et  al.  1974).  Other  preceramic 
components  in  the  survey  area  are  taxonom i ca 1 1 y  undefined  but  may  represent 
Plains  Archaic  period  occupations.  Two  additional  sites  (39CA94  and  39WW41) 
have  been  rad iometr ical ly  dated  to  the  Archaic  period  (see  above)  while 
other  preceramic  sites  are  identified  primarily  by  the  presence  of  patinated 
lithics  and  only  occasionally  on  the  basis  of  diagnostic  projectile  points 
(see  Section  C,  Volume  2).  Sites  containing  one  or  more  preceramic 
components  (n  -  23)  are  relatively  widespread,  distributed  from  Spring  Creek 
near  the  southern  end  of  the  project  (39HU171  and  39HU174)  to  Andrew  Marsh 
Creek  (39CA94)  at  the  northern  end  (Figure  A-8)  above).  Most  components 
occur  in  river  terraces  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  tributary  valleys.  A 
concentration  of  preceramic  sites  is  located  in  the  Indian  Creek  area  near 
Mobridge:  many  of  these  sites  were  identified  during  a  prior  shoreline 
reconnaissance  (Weston  et  al.  1979). 

The  remainder  of  the  inventory  which  has  been  tentatively  attributed 
to  pre-PIains  Village  period  occupations  (Table  A-12  and  Figure  A-8  above) 


Table  A-12.  Listing  of  components  tentativeiy  assigned  to  temporal  and  cuiturai  units  on  the  basis  of  typoiogi 
cai  anaiyses,  radiocarbon  dating,  and  iithic  patination;  i979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 
Dakota . 


I 


NOTE:  Assignments  listed  here  are  based  both  on  the  resuits  of  the  1979  investigation  and  prior  data  for  some 
sites. 

identified  taxa  include  initial  (IMM)  and  Extended  (EMM)  variants  of  the  Middle  Missouri  tradition,  Extended  (EC) 
and  Post-Contact  (PCC)  variants  of  the  Coalescent  tradition,  and  undefined  (UNO)  Plains  Vi^llage  components. 


includes  22  ccxnponents ,  12  of  which  contain  ceramics  and/or  projectile 
points  similar  to  recognized  Plains  Woodland  types.  Ten  additional 
components  do  not  contain  ceramics  but  are  presently  considered  to  represent 
pre-Plains  Village  occupations.  This  assessment  is  based  on  the  occurrence 
of  dart  point  forms  (as  opposed  to  arrowpoints)  which  are  generally  viewed 
as  predating  the  bow-and-arrow  technology  of  the  late  prehistoric  period. 

The  early  ceramic  period  (Plains  Woodland  tradition)  is  poorly  known  in  the 
Middle  Missouri  subarea  and,  for  the  most  part,  relationships  between  the 
Lake  Oahe  inventory  and  recognized  local  Woodland  units  are  presently 
undefined.  Cord- roughened  ceramics  at  five  sites,  however,  are  similar  to 
types  recognized  for  mid-  to  late  prehistoric  Northern  Plains  Woodland 
complexes  in  Canada  and  Minnesota,  as  well  as  ceramics  from  components  in 
northwestern  and  southeastern  North  Dakota  (see  Section  D,  Volume  2).  These 
sites  (39CA15.  39CA106,  39CA113,  39WW22,  and  39WW46) ,  possibly  of  related 
late  Woodland  affiliation,  occur  within  or  near  tributary  valleys  in  the 
northern  half  of  the  proje.,t,  primarily  in  the  vicinity  of  Pollock  Bay 
(Spring  Creek)  in  Campbell  County. 

Forty-five  sites  contain  components  (n  =  A9)  which  are  tentatively 
attributed  to  late  prehistoric  and  protohistoric  occupations  of  the  Plains 
Village  period,  largely  on  the  basis  of  typological  assessments  of  recovered 
ceramics  (see  Section  0,  Volume  2).  Eight  components,  however,  are  defined 
by  the  presence  of  late  prehistoric  arrowpoint  forms  in  the  absence  of 
ceramics,  including  one  site  (39HUA8)  where  a  metal  projectile  point  was 
recovered  during  a  previous  invest igation  (see  Section  C,  Volume  2).  One 
or  more  components  at  15  sites  are  attributable  to  specific  archeological 
taxa  of  the  Middle  Missouri  (n  ■■  5)  and  Coalescent  (n  «  lA)  traditions 
(Table  A-I2  above)  while  the  remainder  are  not  presently  assigned  to  a 
specific  taxon.  Many  of  the  Plains  Village  components  are  clustered  In  the 
vicinity  of  earthlodge  village  sites  which  remain  above  pool  in  Walworth 
and  Campbell  counties,  but  others  are  scattered  throughout  the  survey  area 
in  both  river  valley  and  creek  valley  contexts  (Figure  A-7  above).  For  the 
most  part,  defined  Plains  Village  taxa  are  consistent  with  expectations 
based  on  prior  research  in  the  study  area.  Three  interesting  deviations 
should  be  noted,  however.  The  possible  Initial  variant  Middle  Missouri 
component  at  site  39CA3  (Jones  Village)  may  represent  an  intrusive  unit; 
Lehmer's  synthesis  (1971)  places  the  northernmost  distribution  of  such 
components  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cheyenne  River,  some  80  mi  south  of  Jones 


Village.  Secondly,  the  predominate  occurrence  of  shel 1 -tempered  ceramics  at 
site  39SL33  may  indicate  this  site  is  most  closely  related  to  manifestations 
(e.g.,  Oneota)  known  primarily  from  off-trench  sites  and  those  outside  the 
Middle  Missouri  subarea.  Finally,  much  of  the  prior  information  regarding 
late  prehistoric  Middie  Missouri  occupations  has  been  obt  lined  from 
villages  on  the  lower  river  terraces.  In  contrast,  the  1979  Lake  Oahe 
inventory  includes  possible  village  sites  at  upper  elevations  in  the  Little 
Bend  area  (39SL15  and  39SL33} ,  as  well  as  a  variety  of  apparent  non-village 
components  in  non-river  terrace  contexts.  Both  unstudied  situations  warrant 
investigation  to  deveiop  more  representative  conceptualizations  of  Plains 
Village  period  settlement  of  the  Middle  Missouri. 

EUROAMERICAN  SITE  INVENTORY 

Euroamerican  archeological  remains,  architecture,  and  engineering 
features  were  inventoried  at  76  sites  and  25  isolated  specimen  locations 
during  the  1979  UNL  survey  (see  Section  A,  Volume  3).  Fifty-two  sites 
contain  only  Euroamerican  materials  while  the  other  24  are  secondary 
components  comprised  of  occasional  Euroamerican  debris  at  locations  recorded  as 
Native  American  sites.  These  latter  occurrences  are  not  considered  to  be 
related  to  the  associated  Native  American  components. 

Euroamerican  components  were  recorded  in  20  of  the  26  project  units  at 
iocations  scattered  throughout  much  of  the  survey  area  (Figure  A-9).  The 
highest  densities  of  Euroamerican  sites  (rates  of  one  site  in  less  than  200  ac) 
occurred  in  five  project  units  (Units  16,  20,  and  22-24),  all  located  in  the 
northern  half  of  the  project  (see  Section  A,  Volume  3:  Table  A-19).  Often, 
the  higher  site  densities  are  associated  with  areas  where  former  communities 
are  known  to  have  developed.  Relatively  few  sites,  however,  could  be 
correlated  with  locations  noted  on  historic  maps.  Only  two  of  51  locations 
marked  on  late  nineteenth  century  maps  were  documented  in  the  field,  while 
10  of  93  places  recorded  on  early  twentieth  century  atlases  were  confirmed 
(see  Section  1,  Volume  2).  Specific  types  of  remains,  work  completed,  and 
results  of  archival  research  are  tabulated  for  each  site  in  Section  C, 

Volume  4.  None  of  these  sites  had  been  previously  recorded. 

SITE  TYPES 


The  recorded  Euroamerican  Inventory  appears  to  represent  the  remains  of 
rural  settlement  features  that  were  abandoned  and  generally  cleared  prior  to 


NORTH  DAKOTA 
SOUTH  DAKOTA 

39CA205' 
390496^ 
J9CA9r 
39CA96^ 
39CA94,  39CA95 
39C4I00' 

39CAI642: 

39CA2 — 

39CAII4 

39CAI62^ 

,  oaaho 


39CAi«0,39CAI« 

J9CAI44\ 


—  39CAI05  CompotM  C« 
-r39CAl63 

''^CAI49,39CAI06,  39CAI5 
v^CAl47 

'\\^?-39CAI04 
39CAI03 
— ^39CAiS7 
•sSK::— 39CAI08 
■<^^3904163 

\^^^39CAI13 
^3904116 
^3BCAI)7,  39CAI40 


3BWW4I 

39WW6a- 

39WWTt- 


•39WW66 

.39WW69 


MWaortn  Ca 


'39WW62,  39WW4« 
-99WW6I 
•99WW39 
-S9WWa4 


39WWie  - 
39WW78- 
39WWI7- 


,39WW33 

-39WW29 

.39WW27 

.39WW25 

.39WW26 

-39WW79 

39WW22 


-  39P040 
-39P039 
-39P038 
•39P037 
-39P056 

-39P033 
-S9P032 
•  39P027 
-39P02S 


CHEYENNC  P. 


.39SL33 

39SL3I2 

39SL3IO 

.38SL305 


•39SL292 
.39SL2e7 
-  39SL293 


39HUI99- 


EUftOAMEPlCAN  COMPONENTS 


39HUI72 
-39MUIS5 
’  39HUI43 
“39  MU  1 48 


Figure  A-9.  Project  map  showing  locations  for  the  full  inventory  of  Euro 
american  components  recorded  during  the  1979  Lake  Oahc  "^ast 
Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 
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the  filling  of  Lake  Oahe.  The  inventory  includes  former  homesteads  and 
farmsteads,  a  former  townsite,  a  bridge,  the  site  of  a  former  school,  a 
possible  grave,  and  an  abandoned  railroad  depot.  Though  some  farmsteads  may 
have  been  settled  by  Native  Americans,  specific  evidence  for  this  possibility 
was  not  developed  and  all  sites  containing  Euroamerican  materials  are  simply 
referred  to  here  as  Euroamerican  components.  These  components  are  marked  by 
two  types  of  remains.  Some  sites  consist  solely  of  scattered  artifactuai 
debris  while  others  contain  various  structural  remains,  ranging  from  s  number 
of  depressions  and  foundations  to  a  few  intact  architectural  or  engineering 
features. 

Historic  Artifactuai  Scatters.  Twenty-five  Euroamerican  components 
yielded  only  nonstructural  debris  (Table  A-I3).  Most  of  these  components 
were  identified  at  Native  American  sites  by  occasional  fragments  of  glass, 
ceramics,  and  metal.  Though  some  refuse  dumps  were  recorded,  most  concentra¬ 
tions  of  historic  debris  occurred  in  association  with  structural  remains. 

Historic  Structural  Remains.  Most  Euroamerican  sites  (n  *  51)  contained 
some  evidence  of  architectural  or  engineering  features  (Table  A-13).  Few 
intact  structures  remain,  however,  due  to  pre- Inundation  clearing  policies. 
Intact  structures  on  project  land  consist  of  a  log  homestead  dwelling 
(39SL3IO)  in  Sully  County,  an  iron  truss  bridge  (39WW79)  in  Walworth  County, 
and  a  frame  house  (39CA105)  and  railroad  depot  (39CAH9)  near  Pollock  In 
Campbell  County.  These  four  sites  were  inspected  and  evaluated  by  D.  Murphy, 
the  architectural  consultant  for  the  Lake  Oahe  study  (see  Section  H,  Volume 
2).  Buildings  at  six  additional  sites  are  outside  the  government  boundary. 
Other  structural  remains  include  stone  and  concrete  foundations,  cisterns, 
rock  piles,  and  depressions  which  generally  mark  locations  of  former  farm¬ 
stead  buildings.  Non-farm  structural  features  Include  extensive  foundation 
remains  at  the  former  townsite  of  LeBeau  (39WW17),  a  foundation  at  what  may 
be  the  former  location  of  Grand  Crossing  School  (39CA1A4),  and  a  decorative 
fence  (39WW8A)  which  may  mark  the  location  of  an  historic  grave. 

Isolated  Locations.  Isolated  Euroamerican  materials  were  inventoried  at 
25  locations  identified  within  lA  of  the  26  project  units.  These  locations 
are  plotted  on  project  unit  maps  presented  in  Section  B,  Volumes  3  and  4. 

The  results  of  field  and  archival  research  for  individual  locations  are 
tabulated  with  other  Euroamerican  sites  in  Section  C,  Volume  A  (also  see  the 
introductory  section  of  Volumes  5“9  for  a  full  listing  of  legal  descriptions). 


Table  A-I3.  Distribution  by  project  unit  of  Euroamerican  site  types  recorded 
during  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Si te  Types^ 

Project 

Debr i s 

Structural  Total 

Un  i  t 

Only 

Remains  Components 

Intact  Historic  Structures^ 

Hughes  County 


0 

- 

- 

none 

none 

1 

- 

3 

3 

none 

2 

1 

1 

2 

partial  homestead  (39HU172) 

Sully  County 

3 

2 

1 

3 

none 

i* 

1 

- 

1 

none 

5 

- 

1 

1 

log  house  (39SL310) 

6 

2 

- 

2 

none 

7 

- 

- 

none 

none 

8 

- 

- 

none 

none 

9 

- 

- 

none 

none 

Potter  County 

10 

- 

- 

none 

none 

11 

- 

- 

none 

none 

12 

2 

2 

k 

none 

13 

- 

1 

1 

none 

1A 

- 

5 

5 

none 

Walworth  County 

15 

- 

1 

1 

none 

16 

k 

3 

7 

bridge  (39WW79) 

17 

1 

1 

2 

none 

18 

1 

k 

5 

none 

19 

1 

k 

5 

none 

Campbell  County 

20 

2 

5 

7 

frame  structures  (39CA160,  39CA161) 

21 

- 

1 

1 

none 

22 

1 

3 

k 

none 

23 

3 

7 

10 

two  frame  houses  (39CA2,  39CA105) 

2k 

k 

k 

8 

and  outbuildings  (39CA147, 

39CA163) 

none 

25 

- 

k 

k 

railroad  depot  (39CAli»9) 

- 

«  — 

— 

TOTALS 

25 

51 

76 

^Structural  remains  include  intact  and  collapsed  architectural  or  engineering 
structures,  foundations,  depressions,  and  structural  debris. 


^Intact  structures  at  39HU172,  39CA160,  39CA161,  39CA2,  and  39CA147  are  outside 
project  boundaries;  those  at  39CAI63  burned  in  I98O. 
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MATERIALS  RECOVERED 


•  A  total  of  560  Euroamerican  artifacts  were  collected  from  A1  sites  and 
five  Isolated  locations.  General  classes  of  materials  recovered  at  each 
site  type  are  summarized  in  Table  A-IA.  Most  of  the  recovered  assemblage  Is 
from  surface  proveniences.  Subsurface  materials  (n  =  12)  were  recovered 
only  at  sites  39CA100  and  39CA205.  Descriptions  and  evaluations  for  the 
full  assemblage  are  presented  in  Section  C,  Volume  2.  Specimens  attributable 
to  late  nineteenth  as  well  as  early  to  mid-twentieth  century  origins  appear 
to  be  represented,  though  much  of  the  assemblage  is  not  amenable  to 
identification  of  specific  dates  or  periods  of  manufacture. 

EUROAMERICAN  CHRONOLOGY 

In  general,  the  recorded  historic  inventory  is  attributable  to  rural 
community  development  and  domestic  settlement  dating  from  the  late  nineteenth 
century  until  the  completion  of  Lake  Oahe  in  the  1960s.  Archeological 
evidence  of  the  earlier  period  of  exploration,  fur  trading,  and  military 
occupation  (ca.  1740-l860s)  (see  Sections  A  and  B,  Volume  2)  was  not 
identified.  Also,  historic  Native  American  settlement  during  the  historic 
Reservation  period  or  at  later  times  was  not  documented  for  specific 
inventoried  sites. 

Permanent  rural  settlement  of  the  Middle  Missouri  region  was  initiated 
during  the  I660s,  following  extension  of  railroads  into  the  area.  All  five 
counties  in  the  survey  area  were  defined  in  1873  and  formally  organized  by 
1883.  Deed  research  for  recorded  sites  indicates  that  dates  for  homestead 
claims  in  the  project  area  range  from  I88O  through  1926  (see  Section  C, 

Volume  A).  Evidence  of  late  nineteenth  century  settlement  is  largely 
restricted  to  Campbell  County  where  lands  associated  with  the  earliest  claims 
remain  above  the  lake  pool.  In  most  cases,  however,  it  is  not  feasible  on 
the  basis  of  present  field  data  to  associate  recorded  site  locations  with 
particular  homestead  entries.  Only  a  small  part  of  any  given  claim  is 
included  in  the  surveyed  area  and  field  evidence  relating  to  specific  dates 
or  claimants  was  normally  not  obtained.  Tentative  distinctions  between 
farmsteads  which  may  have  been  initiated  during  the  late  nineteenth  century 
and  those  originating  during  the  early  twentieth  century  are  made  for 
inventory  purposes  in  Table  A-15.  Dates  derived  from  deed  transactions  and 
map  information  for  land  tracts  occupied  by  recorded  resources  provided  the 
basis  for  this  separation. 


Table  A-I4.  Summary  of  materials  recovered  at  various  Euroamerican  site  types 
during  the  1379  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Site  Type 

Col  1 ected 
Sites 

Material 
Ceramics  Metal 

Ciass^ 

Glass 

Other 

Total 

% 

Total 

Artifactual  Scatters 

25 

128 

48 

98 

3 

CM 

49.5 

Structural  Remains 

16 

158 

24 

89 

7 

278 

49.6 

Site  Subtotals 

41 

286 

72 

187 

10 

555 

99.1 

Isolated  Locations 

5 

4 

1 

- 

- 

5 

0.9 

Grand  Total s 

46 

290 

73 

187 

10 

560 

100.0 

^Other  includes  brick,  concrete,  tile,  and  plastic  debris. 
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Table  A-I5>  Potential  temporal  placement  of  historic  Euroamerican  archeological,  architectural  and  engineering 
components,  as  defined  through  archival  research;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 
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NOTE:  Sites  are  listed  In  order  of  the  project  units  in  which  they  occur,  proceeding  from  south  to  north 
within  the  survey  area  and  appearing  in  the  same  order  as  described  individually  in  Volumes  3  and  4. 
Euroamerican  components  associated  with  Native  American  site  numbers  are  entered  in  parentheses  (  ). 
Site  numbers  appearing  more  than  once  in  this  table  are  listed  in  brackets  [  ]  for  the  second  entry. 


The  chronology  of  community  centers  developed  in  the  project  area  can  be 
more  specifically  defined  on  the  basis  of  archival  information  (see  Section 
B,  Volume  2),  though  these  features  have  only  limited  representation  in  the 
current  resource  inventory  (Table  A-16).  Following  establishment  of  Fort 
Sully  II  (1866)  in  Sully  County  and  an  Indian  school  at  Oahe  Mission  (1872) 
in  Hughes  County,  townsites  and  post  offices  were  initiated  by  1883  in  all 
five  counties.  The  majority  of  the  townsites  were  clustered  in  the  vicinity 
of  three  tributary  valleys,  Little  Cheyenne  and  Swan  creeks  near  the  center 
of  the  survey  area  and  Spring  Creek  near  the  North  Dakota  border,  but 
initiation  and  abandonment  of  most  were  directly  correlated  with  decisions 
made  during  a  roughly  l*0“year  period  (I880s-1920s)  regarding  placement  of 
railroads  and  river  crossings.  Most  of  these  community  locations  are  now 
either  inundated  or  lie  outside  project  boundaries.  A  notable  exception  is 
the  extensive  archeological  remains  of  New  LeBeau  (391ilW17)  in  Project  Unit  15- 
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Table  A-16.  Chronology  and  current  status  of  active  or  abandoned  community 
centers  in  the  study  area;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey, 
South  Dakota. 


Name  (dates  of  operatic 


Current  Status 


HUGHES  COUNTY 

Oahe  Mission: 

school/church  (1872-1957) 
post  office  (1882-19^0) 

SULLY  COUNTY 

Fort  Sully  II  (1886-189'*) 

Fairbank  (1883-192'*) 

Little  Bend  (Binder) 

Post  Office  (ca.  I89O-I9II) 

POTTER  COUNTY 

Forest  City  (I883)  and 
Forest  City  South  (I89O) 

Whitlock's  Crossing  (192'*-present) 

WALWORTH  COUNTY 
Old  LeBeau  (I883-I9O'*) 

Scranton  (South  LeBeau)  (1883-1893) 
Evarts  (I9OO-I9O8) 

Mobridge  (1906-present) 

New  LeBeau  (1907-1925) 

CAMPBELL  COUNTY 
LaGrace  (I883-I9OI) 

Vanderbilt  (188'*-1902) 

Campbell  Post  Office  (ca.  I89O-I9II) 
Pollock  (Old)  (1901-1955) 

Pollock  (New)  (1955-pre5ent) 


inundated;  may  be  related  to  foundation 
remains  (39HU155)  in  Oahe  Mission 
Recreation  Area 

inundated  (at  archeological  site  39SL'*) 
inundated  (at  archeological  site  39SL32) 
i nundated 


inundated;  most  of  community  has  been 
moved  to  the  west  shore  of  the  lake 

outside  boundary;  mul t i -fac i 1 i ty  complex 
serves  users  of  adjacent  recreation 
areas 

inundated 

inundated 

inundated  (near  site  39WW203) 
outside  boundary 

extensive  foundation  remains;  recorded 
as  archeological  site  39WW17 


inundated;  cemetery  and  farm  house  remain 
above  pool  near  site  39CA2  but  are 
outside  boundary 

may  remain  above  pool  in  vicinity  of 
Andrew  Marsh  Creek  near  sites  39CA1 , 
39CA95  and  39CA96 

inundated 

inundated;  town  relocated  prior  to  filling 
of  Lake  Oahe 

outside  boundary 
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EVALUATION  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

The  preceding  sections  have  described  the  nature  and  context  of  the  1979 
Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey  and  reported  the  types  of  resources  identified  as 
a  result  of  the  field  effort.  In  following  discussions,  two  types  of 
evaluations  are  made,  resulting  in  two  related  kinds  of  recommendations. 
First,  the  full  inventory  is  assessed  with  respect  to  National  Register 
criteria  in  order  to  identify  particular  resources  that  may  quai.fy  for 
protection  under  the  terms  of  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

This  preliminary  evaluation,  based  largely  on  the  1979  survey  data, 
considers  the  quality  or  value  of  the  inventory  for  scientific  or  other 
purposes.  On  the  basis  of  this  assessment,  potentially  qualified  sites  are 
recommended  for  determination  of  National  Register  eligibility.  Second, 
current  impacts  on  the  recorded  inventory  are  evaluated  to  identify  adverse 
effects  of  the  project  on  potentially  significant  resources  that  may  need 
to  be  avoided  or  mitigated.  Finally,  the  kinds  of  management  efforts 
needed  to  continue  the  evaluation  process  or  to  protect  and  preserve 
potentially  significant  resource  qualities  are  recommended.  Suggestions  are 
also  made  regarding  specific  objectives  and  priorities  for  general  manage¬ 
ment  of  relevant  resources  in  the  study  area  and  for  future  planninq. 

Evaluations  of  the  resource  Inventory  (National  Register  potentials  and 
relevant  project  effects)  and  the  resulting  recommendations  are  organized 
into  three  major  report  sections  which  address  the  following  topics: 

1 .  National  Register  Assessments 

a.  identifies  the  basis  for  decisions  regarding  the  signifi¬ 
cance  and  integrity  of  recorded  resources. 

b.  systematically  prioritizes  each  site  with  respect  to  the 
type  and  level  of  planning  attention  that  may  be 
warranted. 

c.  recommends  specific  sites  for  determination  of  eligibility 
for  protection  under  the  terms  of  the  National  Register 

of  Historic  Places. 

2.  Known  and  Potential  Project  Effects 

a.  identifies  the  basis  for  determining  effects  of  the 
project  on  relevant  cultural  resources. 
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b.  characterizes  the  nature  and  level  of  current  adverse 
impacts  on  recorded  sites. 

c.  summarizes  the  effect  of  the  project  on  potentially 
significant  resources. 

3.  Management  Recommendations 

a.  outlines  general  management  considerations  for  the  Middle 
Missouri  area  to  serve  as  a  context  for  considering  formal 
management  planning  criteria  for  the  present  survey  area; 
key  areas  of  concern  are  identified  (planning  priorities, 
interim  protection  measures,  mitigation  of  adverse  effects, 
and  continuing  evaluations). 

b.  characterizes  the  level  and  priority  of  management 
attention  needed  for  particular  subareas  of  the  survey 
area  (planning  units). 

c.  recommends  specific  types  of  management  activities  that 
are  of  immediate  priority  for  particular  locations  within 
the  project  (target  areas). 

Several  years  have  passed  since  evaluations  and  recommendations 
presented  here  were  initially  drafted.  Much  activity  has  occurred  within 
the  study  region  including  further  research,  planning  efforts  by  State 
Historic  Preservation  Offices,  and  management  steps  taken  by  the  Corps. 

In  fact,  recent  efforts  by  the  Corps  to  formally  coordinate  planning  input 
from  the  professional  community  and  address  management  needs  on  a  regional 
scale  (e.g.,  symposium,  held  11-12  June  I985)  are  generally  consistent 
with  the  tone  and  orientation  of  recommendations  made  here.  Other  than 
dating  the  content  of  some  discussions  in  the  present  report,  recent 
changes  have  not  altered  the  substance  of  the  recommendations,  however, 
and  they  remain  as  originally  prepared.  The  report  has  been  updated, 
though,  to  note  subsequent  evaluations  or  management  work  within  the 
survey  area  that  are  related  to  earlier  recommendations  of  the  study  made 
outside  the  context  of  the  final  report  (see  e.g..  Other  Pending  ' 
Nominations) . 


NATIONAL  REGISTER  ASSESSMENTS 


Cultural  resources  which  warrant  protection  under  relevant  federal 
legislation  and  policy  are  those  meeting  criteria  established  by  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  A  major  purpose  of  the  present  study 
is  to  provide  the  data  base  needed  to  make  such  decisions  for  all  cultural 
properties  on  project  lands,  or  to  identify  continued  efforts  that  would 
allow  necessary  decisions  to  be  made.  Here,  properties  recommended  either 
for  National  Register  eligibility  or  for  continued  evaluation  are  defined 
primarily  through  consideration  of  research  priorities,  as  relevant  to 
National  Register  criterion  for  evaluation  (d)  regarding  resources  "that 
have  yielded,  or  may  be  likely  to  yield,  information  important  in  prehistory 
or  history"  (36  CFR  60.6). 

In  applying  National  Register  criteria,  identified  resources  are 
assessed  with  respect  to  two  principal  factors.  One  concerns  the 
signifisanae  the  resource,  which  in  the  present  evaluation  is  defined 
as  importance  in  providing  representative  information  needed  to  advance 
regional  research.  The  other  concerns  the  integrity  of  the  resource  with 
respect  to  the  qualities  that  form  its  significance — here,  the  ability  of 
the  resource  to  yield  relevant  data  in  a  manner  that  will  produce  informa- 
tion  of  acceptable  reliability  under  present  scientific  standards. 

These  two  interrelated  evaluation  factors  provide  the  key  bases  for 
decisions  discussed  in  following  sections.  A  uniform  evaluation  of  the 
full  inventory  is  developed  by  integrating  considerations  relevant  to  each 
factor  within  two  separate  assessments — site  condition  and  research 
potential  are  addressed  in  both  assessments,  initially  as  a  means  to 
characterize  planning  options  for  the  full  inventory  and  finally  as  a 
basis  for  focusing  on  certain  key  management  priorities.  First,  all 
recorded  sites  are  systematically  rated  according  to  their  current 
individual  suitability  for  National  Register  consideration  (Site  planning 
Priority),  based  largely  on  the  level  of  present  documentation  and  pro¬ 
jected  potential  for  further  data  recovery.  The  results  of  this  assessment 
reflect  the  priority  of  each  site  for  further  management  attention  and 
appear  in  tabular  format  for  the  full  inventory.  In  the  second  assessment. 
National  Register  criteria  are  applied  to  sites  with  adequate  documentation 
and  suitable  research  potential,  as  defined  in  the  first  analysis. 
Generalized  research  priorities  (Study  Unite)  for  the  study  region  are 
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proposed  as  a  framework  for  identifying  representative  resources  that  would, 
consequently,  be  of  key  research  value  and  warrant  determination  of 
National  Register  eligibility.  Considerations  of  significance  and 
integrity  relevant  to  each  study  unit  are  discussed  and  presently 
recommended  eligibilities  are  identified.  These  two  levels  of  assessment 
can  be  independently  revised  as  further  work  is  completed  within  the  project 
area  or  study  region,  and  as  new  data  provide  an  improved  framework  for 
necessary  decisions. 

SITE  PLANNING  PRIORITIES 

The  following  assessment  results  in  a  uniform  classification  of  the 
level  and  priority  for  continued  planning  attention  warranted  by  each 
Individual  site  in  the  full  inventory.  The  purpose  of  the  assessment  is  to 
assist  present  National  Register  determinations  while  also  providing  a 
systematic  basis  for  future  planning  efforts. 

The  initial  planning  considerations  concerns  the  manner  in  which 
recorded  resources  might  contribute  information  of  importance  to  regional 
research.  This  issue  is  addressed  here  in  only  a  very  general  sense, 
however,  where  it  is  simply  a  matter  of  characterizing  the  nature  of 
further  vesearah  opportunities  that  are  currently  expected  for  each  site. 
Attention  is  focused  on  resources  where  continued  data  recovery  could 
accommodate  the  broadest  range  of  possible  research  priorities.  The 
stgmftoanae  of  such  expected  data  recovery  is  addressed  later  in  assess¬ 
ment  of  potential  National  Register  el iglbi 1 itles  (see  Study  Units).  In 
defining  research  priorities  as  criteria  for  both  types  of  assessment,  key 
considerations  include  the  following: 

1.  The  need  for  continued  studies  in  the  survey  area  to  build  on  the 
results  of  prior  research  and  to  expand  the  rather  narrow  focus  of  past 
investigations. 

2.  The  need  for  maintenance  of  representative  samples  of  regional 
resources  for  such  future  investigations. 

3.  The  potential  for  individual  resources  to  yield  key  data  necessary 
to  particular  research  interests. 

k.  The  potential  for  certain  groups  or  categories  of  resources  to 
yield  information  beyond  that  obtainable  from  individual  sites. 


All  recorded  resources  are  of  some  importance  to  the  above  considera¬ 
tions.  Indeed,  given  the  unprecedented  coverage  associated  with  the  Lake 
Oahe  inventory,  a  broad  range  of  opportunities  for  advancing  regional 
research  could  be  suggested;  some  examples  are  discussed  in  various  technical 
reports  in  Volume  2  (e.g..  Sections  C,  D,  and  E)  and  in  Section  A,  Volume  3* 

Interest  here,  however,  is  in  identifying  those  resources  which  have 
ir.-field  remains  of  potential  informational  or  historic  value  (in  terms  of 
the  four  considerations  above)  and,  consequently,  will  warrant  the  most 
immediate  planning  attention  for  on-site  protection  or  continued  field 
evaluation.  The  objective,  then,  is  to  prioritize  the  inventory  in  terms 
of  management-planning  requirements,  based  on  present  information.  This 
process  should  facilitate  consideration  of  the  full  inventory  in  reassessing 
management  needs  when  new  information  regarding  regional  resources  or 
additional  criteria  for  resource  evaluation  become  available  (e.g.,  a  State 
Historic  Preservation  Plan). 

in  the  present  assessment,  planning  priorities  for  individual  sites  are 
derived  through  joint  consideration  of  the  level  of  available  documentation 
and  the  probability  that  further  controlled  data  recovery  could  be  possible. 
As  a  result,  the  sample  of  sites  presently  considered  suitable  for  further 
National  Register  assessment  is  identified  and  varying  priorities  for 
continued  field  attention  are  defined  as  well  for  all  sites  in  the  inventory. 
Related  management  priorities  are  identified  later  following  discussions  of 
National  Register  eligibilities  and  current  adverse  impacts  (see  Management 
Recommendations).  Individual  site  priorites,  which  are  applied  to  the  full 
inventory,  are  defined  as  follows: 

Site  Planning  Priority  1;  National  Register  property.  Site  has  been 
formally  determined  eligible  for  National  Register  protection  (warrants 
direct  field  management). 

Site  Planning  Priority  2:  Documented  field  qualifications.  S i te  con¬ 
tains  in-field  remains  which  are  amenable  to  preliminary  evaluations  of 
signficance  and  integrity  with  respect  to  National  Register  criteria 
(warrants  direct  determination  of  appropriate  continued  field  attention). 

Site  Planning  Priority  3:  Potential  field  qualifications.  Site  con¬ 
tains  in-field  remains  but,  presently,  is  insufficiently  documented  for 
National  Register  evaluation  (warrants  continued  field  assessment). 
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site  Planning  Priority  Lacks  field  integrity  (Laboratory  Resource). 
Site  is  represented  by  a  substantial  artifactual  and/or  ecofactual 
assemblage  but  field  remains  have  been  extensively  disturbed  or  destroyed 
(warrants  continued  laboratory  attention,  though  field  salvage  potentials 
may  also  need  to  be  considered). 

Site  Planning  Priority  5:  Lacks  field  potentials  (Archival  Resource). 
Site  appears  to  lack  substantial  in-field  remains  and  is  represented  by  few 
or  no  recovered  materials  (should  contribute  to  patterning  studies  but 
would  not  normally  warrant  continued  field  attention). 

Site  frequencies  associated  with  each  priority  are  summarized  in 
Table  A-17.  The  full  inventory  of  Native  American  sites  is  listed  in 
Table  A-lS;  all  Euroamerican  components  appear  In  Table  A-I9.  The  latter 
two  tables  also  indicate  priorities  for  making  National  Register  determina- 
tions  on  the  basis  of  current  information  and  criteria  for  evaluation. 

Sites  recommended  for  determination  of  eligibility  in  the  present  report  are 
discussed  below. 

STUDY  UNITS 

In  the  assessment  above,  planning  priorities  were  assigned  to  each 
site,  based  on  the  general  suitability  of  Individual  resources  for  further 
research.  Following  that  evaluation,  sites  with  appropriate  priority  (i.e., 
sufficient  documentation,  field  recovery  potential)  were  assessed  with 
respect  to  National  Register  criteria,  in  order  to  identify  specific 
resources  currently  warranting  determination  of  eligibility  for  National 
Reg i ster  protection.  This  latter  assessment,  which  Is  discussed  below, 
required  a  more  strict  application  of  evaluation  criteria  than  that  used 
above  in  classifying  the  planning  oriented  priority  of  each  site.  Here, 
the  significance  and  integrity  of  relevant  resources  must  be  evaluated  In 
a  more  comprehensive  manner,  both  In  terms  of  the  range  of  resource 
characteristics  that  are  considered  and  with  respect  to  particular  research 
priorities  for  the  region.  The  assessment  must  address  the  specific  type 
and  quality  of  information  needed  that  would  qualify  certain  resources  for 
National  Register  protection.  The  value  of  Information  that  can  be 
contributed  by  particular  resources  is  assessed  with  reference  to  the  body 
of  knowledge  available  for  the  area  or  region.  An  appropriate  framework 
for  evaluation  organizes  data  about  the  regional  context  and  the  resources 
under  consideration  into  manageable  units  that  reflect  a  representative. 
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Table  A-17-  Summary  by  project  unit  of  field-related  management  priorities  for  all 
cultural  resources  recorded  during  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore 
Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Project  Native 

American  Si te 

Priori  ties 

Euroamer i can 

S  i  te 

Priori  ties 

Unit  1 

2 

3 

5 

1  2 

3 

4 

5 

Hughes  county 

0 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

2 

- 

14 

- 

3 

- 

- 

2  1 

5 

7 

1 

9 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Sully  County 

3 

4 

23 

- 

4 

- 

1 

- 

2 

k 

- 

5 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

- 

8 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

6 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

7 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Potter  County 

10 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  i 

- 

1 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

3 

3 

1 

5 

- 

1 

- 

2 

13 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

3 

Wa 1  wo r th  County 

15 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

16 

2 

10 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

6 

17 

1 

5 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

18 

- 

1? 

- 

7 

- 

3 

- 

2 

19  1 

3 

10 

1 

5 

- 

2 

- 

3 

Campbel 1  County 

20 

- 

5 

- 

8 

- 

5 

- 

2 

21 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

22 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

2 

23 

3 

7 

- 

6 

- 

3 

- 

7 

24 

1 

5 

- 

2 

- 

5 

- 

3 

25 

- 

1 

2 

- 

I 

- 

3 

— 

—  .. 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  2 

29 

115 

6 

77 

3 

32 

- 

41 

NOTE:  Numbers  of  sites  assigned  to  each  Site  Planning  Priority  are  indicated.  See 
text  for  discussion  of  priorities:  Priority  1  “  eligible  site  (protection 
required);  Priority  2  «  documented  field  qualifications  (protection  is 
recommended  or  warrants  direct  determination);  Priority  3  ■  possible  field 
qualifications  (warrants  further  evaluation);  Pr ior i tv  4  ■  lab  resource  lacks 
field  integrity  (lab  analysis/assess  salvage  priori ty) ;  Priority  5  “  lacks 
field  potentials  (monitor  if  threatened,  only). 
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Table  A-18.  Listing  of  site  planning  priorities  for  the  full  inventory  of  Native 
Anietican  sites;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Site 

Number 

Si  te  Type^ 

Adverse 

Impact 

Status^ 

Si  te 

Planning 

Priority 

Current  National  . 
Register  Priority 

Unit  0  (Ta 

i  1  race) 

39HU138 

1  i  th  i  c ,  bone'-' 

low 

5 

none 

39HU139 

1  i th ic ,  bone 

low 

5 

none 

39HU141 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone^ 

(destroyed) 

A 

none 

Unit  1  (Peoria  Flats) 

39HU48 

stone  ci  rcles/mounds"^ 

moderate 

2 

recommended  el i g i b 1 e 

39HU140 

lithic 

moderate 

5 

none 

39HU1A2 

lithic 

5 

none 

93HU1A4 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39HU1A5 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39HUII46 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39HU1A7 

lithic,  bone 

low 

5 

none 

39HUU9 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39HU150 

1 ithic 

moderate 

5 

none 

39HU151 

stone  ci rcles 

moderate 

2 

recommended  eligible 

39HU152 

lithic 

1  ow 

5 

none 

39HU153 

stone  circles/mounds 

moderate 

2 

recommended  eligible 

39HU15^ 

lithic 

moderate 

5 

none 

39HU156 

stone  circles 

low 

3 

undefined 

39HU157 

rock  ca i rn 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

39HUI58 

lithic 

low 

5 

(included  in  district) 

39HU166 

lithic 

moderate 

5 

none 

39HUI78 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39HUI79 

lithic 

low 

5 

(included  in  district) 

^Identifies  major  categories  of  art ifactual/ecofactual  remains  at  each  site. 

*  indicates  buried  materials  were  recorded;  t  indicates  buried  materials  and 
features  were  recorded.  (See  Section  A,  Volume  3*'  Tables  A-7,  A-9,  and  A-13  for 
list  of  buried  remains). 

■  major  bank  slumping,  road/cultivation  exposures,  vanoalism  and  other  active 
destruction;  moderate  ■  close  proximity  to  lake  bank,  public  use  area  or  other 
development  (or  past  disturbance)  with  limited  pre'»nt  destruction;  low  -  natural 
surface  degradation  only  (see  Section  C,  Volume  k:  Table  C-5  for  identification  of 
current  direct  impacts).  *  marks  impact  status  for  sites  located  partially  or 
totally  outside  project  boundaries. 

*See  text  for  discussion  of  planning  priorities:  1  ■  determined  eligible  for  pro¬ 
tection;  2  *  documented  field  qualifications;  3  *  potential  field  qualifications; 
k  »  lacks  field  integrity  (laboratory  resource);  5  ■  lacks  field  potentials. 

**''Undef ined"  indicates  future  reassessment  or  investigation  of  known  field  remains 
is  warranted  but  not  presently  specified;  "none"  indicates  nonfield  priority, 
largely  conservation  of  current  data  only;  "pending  nomination"  refers  to  recent 
nominations  made  outside  the  present  study  (Winham  and  Lueck  I983);  "excluded" 
means  recommended  ineligible  on  the  basis  of  further  field  study  (Winham  and  Lueck 

1983). 


Table  A-18.  Listing  of  site  planning  priorities  for  the  full  inventory  of  Native 
American  sites;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota 
(continued) . 


Si  te 

Number 

S i te  Type* 

Unit  2  (Cow/Spring  Creek) 


39HU159 

1 i thic 

39HU160 

1 i thic,  bone 

39HU161 

1 i thic 

39HU162 

rock  ca i rn 

39HUI63 

1 ithic 

39HU16A 

rock  ca  i  rn 

39HU165 

1 ithic,  ceramic,  bone* 

39HU167 

1 i th  i  c 

39HU168 

1 i thic 

39HU169 

stone  c i rcles* 

39HU170 

1  i  thic* 

39HU171 

stone  ci rcles 

39HU173 

stone  circles,  cairns* 

39HU17^ 

1 ithic,  ceramic,  bone* 

39HU175 

stone  circles 

39HU176 

rock  cairns 

39HU177 

stone  c i rcles 

39HU180 

rock  ca i rn 

39HU181 

1 i thic 

39HU182 

1  i  th  i  c 

39HU183 

i  i  th  i  c 

39HU18A 

1  i thic 

39HU185 

rock  ca i rn 

Unit  3  (Okobojo  Creek) 


39SL248 

stone  ci rcies* 

39SL2l«9 

1 i thic 

39SL286 

1 i thic,  bone* 

39SL287 

1 i thic,  bone* 

39SL288 

1 i thic* 

39SL289 

stone  ci rcles* 

39SL290 

1 i thic* 

39SL291 

1  ithic 

39SL292 

stone  ci rcles* 

39SL294 

1 i thic 

39SL295 

1  i  thic* 

39SL296 

stone  circle 

39SL297 

1  i  thic* 

39SL298 

rock  cai rn* 

39SL299 

stone  circle 

39SL300 

stone  circles,  cairn 

39SL30I 

rock  cairns 

39SL302 

rock  cairns/clusters 

Adverse  Site 

impact  Planning  Current  National 

Status^  Priority*  Register  Priority** 


moderate  5 

high  3 

high  5 

low  3 

low  5 

low  3 

(destroyed)*  ^ 

moderate  S 

high  5 

low  2 

low  3 

moderate  2 

high  1 

high  2 

moderate  2 

high  3 

moderate  2 

moderate*  3 

low  5 

high  5 

low  5 

low  5 

low  3 

moderate*  2 

low*  5 

high  3 

high  3 

high  3 

moderate  3 

high  3 

low  5 

low  3 

low  3 

moderate  3 

low  2 

high  3 

moderate  3 

low*  2 

low  2 

low*  3 

moderate  3 


none 

undef i ned 
none 

undef i ned 
none 

undef i ned 
none 
none 
none 

recommended  eligible 
(included  in  district) 
recommended  eligible 
determined  eligible 
recommended  eligible 
recommended  eligible 
(included  in  district) 
(included  in  district) 
undef i ned 
none 
none 

(included  in  district) 
(included  in  district) 
(included  in  district) 

recommended  eligible 
none 

undef i ned 
undefined 
undefined 
undefined 
undefined 
none 

undefined 
undef i ned 
undefined 

(included  in  district) 

undefined 

undef ined 

(included  in  district) 
recommended  eligible 
undefined 
undefined 


Table  A-18. 


Listing  of  site  planning  priorities 
American  sites;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East 
(continued) . 


for  the  full  inventory  of  Native 
Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota 


Si  te 
Number 

Site  Type^ 

Adverse 

impact 

Status^ 

Site 

Planning 

Priority' 

Current  National 
*  Register  Priority** 

Unit  3  (continued) 

39SL303 

1  i th  i  c 

low 

5 

none 

39SL317 

1  i th  i  c 

moderate 

3 

undef i ned 

39SL318 

1  i th  i  c 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

39SL319 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL320 

rock  cai rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL321 

1  ithic 

low 

5 

none 

39SL324 

rock  cairn 

low 

(included  ii 

n  district) 

39SL337 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

J 

undef i ned 

39SL338 

rock  cairn 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

39SL339 

rock  cai rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL3A0 

rock  ca i rn 

moderate 

3 

undef i ned 

39SL3^1 

rock  ca  i  rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL342 

rock  ca i rn 

low"' 

3 

undefined 

Un  i  t  4 

(Sul ly  Creek) 

39SL30A 

1  ithic-' 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL305 

1  ithic 

(destroyed) 

U 

none 

39SL306 

1  i  thi  c 

low 

5 

none 

39SL322 

1  i thi  c 

low 

5 

none 

39SL323 

1  i  thic 

low 

5 

none 

39SL343 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL3Ai^ 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL3^5 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL3^6 

rock  cai rn 

low 

3 

undef i ned 

5 

(Mail  Shack  Creek) 

39SL307 

rock  ca i rns 

low 

3 

undef i ned 

39SL308 

rock  cairn/alignment 

low 

3 

undef i ned 

39SL309 

rock  cairns/alignment 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL347 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL348 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL349 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL350 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undef i ned 

39SL351 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undef i ned 

Unit  6 

(Little  Bend  East) 

39SL15 

earthlodge  village?"^ 

high 

2 

recommended 

el  igible 

39SL33 

earthlodge  village?* 

low 

2 

recommended 

el  igible 

39SL3I2 

1  ithic,  ceramic,  bone'*’ 

moderate 

2 

recommended 

eligible 

Unit  7 

(Li ttle  Bend  West) 

39SL313 

1  i thi c 

moderate 

5 

none 

39SL31^ 

1  i thic 

moderate 

5 

none 

Uni  t  8 

(Bloody  Run  Gulch) 

39SL325 

rock  ca i rn 

low* 

3 

undefined 

Table  A- 

-18.  Listing  of  site  planning  priorities 
American  sites;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East 
(continued) . 

for  the  full  inventory  of  Native 

Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota 

Adverse 

Si  te 

Si  te 

Impact 

PI ann i ng 

Current  National 

Number  Site  Type^ 

Status^ 

Priority 

s  Register  Priority** 

Unit  9 

(Artichoke  Creek) 

39SL315 

stone  ci rcles 

low* 

3 

undefined 

39SL316 

stone  circles 

low 

3 

undefined 

39SL326 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

Unit  10 

(Forest  City  South) 

39POi46 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39P047 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

Unit  11 

(Forest  City) 

39P01*1 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39P042 

1  ithic 

low* 

5 

none 

Unit  12 

(Whitlocks  Bay) 

39P021 

stone  ci rcle* 

(destroyed) 

A 

none 

39P022 

stone  circles/clusters* 

low 

2 

recommended  eligible 

39P023 

stone  circles/clusters* 

low 

2 

recommended  eligible 

39P02A 

stone  circles* 

moderate 

2 

recommended  eligible 

39P026 

1  ithic 

low 

5 

none 

39P028 

1  i  thic 

moderate 

5 

none 

39P029 

lithic,  ceramic 

moderate 

5 

none 

39P030 

1  ithic,  bone' 

moderate 

3 

excluded  1983 

39P031 

lithic,  bone* 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

39P043 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39P044 

stone  a1 ignments 

moderate* 

3 

undefined 

39POi45 

lithic 

moderate 

5 

none 

Unit  13 

(Latin  Bay) 

39P03'* 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone^ 

low 

3 

undefined 

39P035 

ceramic 

low 

5 

none 

Unit  1 A 

(Steamboat  Creek) 

none 

Unit  15 

(LeBeau) 

39WW16 

lithic 

moderate 

5 

none 

Unit  16 

(Swan  Creek) 

39WW19 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone^ 

high 

2 

recommended  eligible 

39WW20 

lithic 

low 

3 

(included  in  district) 

39WW21 

lithic,  bone' 

high* 

3 

(included  in  district) 

39WW22 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone^ 

high 

2 

recommended  eligible 

39WW23 

lithic,  bone^ 

high 

3 

(included  in  district) 

39WW24 

bone* 

high 

3 

(included  in  district) 

39WW26 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone* 

low 

3 

(included  in  district) 

39W27 

lithic* 

moderate 

3 

(included  in  district) 

39WW28 

lithic* 

moderate 

3 

(included  in  district) 
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Table  A-18. 


Listing  of  site  planning  priorities 
American  sites;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East 
(continued) . 


for  the  full  inventory  of  Native 
Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota 


Si  te 
Number 

Site  Type^ 

Adverse 

impact 

Status^ 

Si  te 

Planning 

Priority 

Current  National 
^  Register  Priority** 

Un  ^  t  16 

(cont i nued) 

39WW77 

rock  cai rn 

low 

3 

undef i ned 

39WW78 

rock  cai rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39WW80 

rock  ca i rns 

low 

3 

undefined 

Unit  17 

(Walth  Bay) 

39WW30 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone* 

high 

3 

undefined 

39WW31 

lithic,  bone 

low 

5 

none 

39WW32 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone* 

high 

3 

undefined 

39WW70 

lithic,  ceramic 

high 

3 

undefined 

39WW71 

lithic 

high 

3 

undef i ned 

39WW72 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone 

moderate 

3 

undef i ned 

39WW203 

vi 1 lage/strati f ied 

high 

2 

recommended  eligible 

Unit  18 

(B1 

ue  Blanket  Creek) 

39WW3A 

stone  circle 

low 

3 

undefined 

39WW35 

stone  ci rcle 

low 

3 

undefined 

39WW36 

lithic,  bone* 

low 

3 

undefined 

39WW37 

Jithic,  bone* 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

39WW38 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39WW^0 

1 ithic,  bone 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

39WW145 

1  i thic* 

high 

3 

undefined 

39WW46 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone* 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

39WWi*7 

(combined  with  39WW^8) 

39WW'*8 

1  i thic* 

high 

3 

undef i ned 

39^49 

1  ithic 

high 

3 

undefined 

39WW50 

lithic 

high 

3 

undefined 

39WW51 

lithic 

high 

3 

undefined 

39WW52 

lithic 

high 

3 

undef i ned 

39WW53 

lithic  (bone?*) 

high 

5 

none 

39WW5i* 

lithic,  bone 

moderate* 

5 

none 

39WU96 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone* 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

39WW8I 

rock  ca i rn 

tow 

3 

undefined 

39WW82 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39WW83 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39WW83 

lithic 

high 

5 

none 

39VA/86 

lithic,  bone* 

high 

5 

none 

Unit  19 

(Mob 

ri^e) 

39WWI 

earthlodge  village'^ 

(destroyed)* 

4 

none 

39WW19 

1  ithic/stratif ied* 

high 

1 

determined  el igible 

39WW41 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone*^ 

high 

2 

(pending  nomination) 

39WW42 

lithic 

high 

2 

(pending  nomination) 

39WW43 

lithic,  bone* 

high 

2 

(pending  nomination) 

39WW44 

lithic,  ceramic* 

high 

3 

(included  in  district) 

39WW57 

lithic,  bone 

high 

3 

(included  in  district) 

39WW58 

lithic,  bone* 

moderate 

3 

undefined 
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Table  A-18.  Listing  of  site  planning  priorities  for  the  full  inventory  of  Native 
American  sites;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota 
(continued) . 


Si  te 
Number 

Si te  Type^ 

Adverse 

Impact 

Status^ 

Si  te 

Planning 
Priori ty 

Current  National 
*  Register  Priority** 

Unit  19 

(cont i nued) 

39WW59 

lithic,  bone* 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

39WW60 

1  i  thic 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

39WW63 

lithic,  bone 

high 

5 

none 

39WW64 

lithic 

high 

3 

undefined 

39WW65 

lithic 

high 

5 

excluded  1983 

39WW67 

lithic 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

39WW73 

1 ’ th  ic 

low 

5 

none 

39WW74 

lithic 

moderate 

3 

(included  in  district) 

39WW75 

lithic 

moderate 

3 

(included  in  district) 

39WW88 

rock  cai rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39WW89 

human  remains 

low 

5 

excluded  1983 

39WW90 

lithic,  bone 

moderate 

5 

(included  in  district) 

Unit  20 

(Anton  Rygh) 

39CA4 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone"^ 

high 

3 

undef i ned 

39CAI17 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone'*' 

high 

3 

undefined 

39CA138 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39CAI39 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39CA140 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone* 

high 

3 

undefined 

39CA142 

lithic 

moderate 

5 

none 

39CA145 

lithic,  bone 

low 

5 

none 

39CA146 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39CA150 

lithic 

moderate 

5 

none 

39CAI51 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39CAI52 

lithic 

low 

5 

none 

39CA158 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

39CA159 

rock  ca i rn 

low 

3 

undefined 

Unit  21 

(Locke  Creek) 

39CA20I 

lithic,  bone'*' 

(destroyed) 

5 

none 

39CA202 

lithic,  ceramic 

(destroyed) 

5 

none 

39CA203 

bone* 

(destroyed) 

5 

none 

Unit  22 

(Jones  Bay) 

39CA3 

earthlodge  village'* 

high* 

2 

recommended  eligible 

39CA1I3 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone'* 

high 

3 

undefined 

39CA204 

lithic,  bone 

low 

5 

none 

39CA208 

earthlodge  village'* 

(destroyed) 

4 

none 

Unit  23 

(Pollock  Bay) 

39CA2 

earthlodge  village'*’ 

high* 

3 

undefined 

39CAI3 

lithic,  ceramic 

high 

3 

undefined 

39CA14 

lithic 

moderate 

5 

none 

39CA15 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone’*’ 

high 

2 

recommended  eligible 

39CA106 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone’*’ 

high 

2 

recommended  eligible 

39CAI07 

lithic,  bone* 

high* 

5 

(included  in  district) 

A73 


Table  A-18.  Listing  of  site  planning  priorities  for  the  full  inventory  of  Native 
American  sites;  1973  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota 
(concluded) . 


S  i  te 
Number 


Si te  Type^ 


Adverse 

Impact 

Status^ 


Unit  2k  (VanderVorste  Bay) 


Si  te 

Planning 

Priority' 


Current  Na  t i ona 1 
Reg  i  ster  Priority** 


Unit  23 

(continued) 

39CA108 

1 ithic. 

ceramic. 

bone- 

high 

2 

recommended 

39CA109 

1  ithic 

moderate 

5 

none 

39CA1 10 

1  ithic. 

ceramic. 

bone* * 

low 

3 

undef i ned 

39CA1 1 1 

1  i  th i c , 

ceramic. 

bone* 

moderate 

3 

undef i ned 

39CA112 

1 i thic 

low 

5 

none 

39CA148 

1  i  thic 

high 

3 

undef i ned 

39CA153 

1  i  thic 

moderate 

5 

none 

39CAI54 

1  i  th  i  c 

high*^ 

3 

undefined 

39CA155 

1  i  thic 

moderate 

5 

none 

39CA156 

1  i  thic 

moderate 

3 

undef i ned 

39CA1 

earthlodge  village^ 

high 

2 

recommended 

39CA93 

1 ithic,  ceramic,  bone* 

high 

3 

undefined 

39CA94 

1  ithic,  bone^ 

high 

2 

undefined 

39CA99 

1 1  thic 

high 

5 

none 

39CA100 

1  Ithic,  ceramic,  bone* 

(destroyed) 

5 

none 

39CA101 

1 i th i c ,  bone* 

high 

3 

undefined 

39CA102 

1 ithic,  ceramic,  bone* 

high^ 

3 

undefined 

39CA205 

1  i thic,  bone^ 

high 

3 

undefined 

nit  25 

(Lake  Pocasse) 

39CA21 

1  ithic* 

(destroyed) 

5 

none 

39CA22 

1  i  th  i  c 

high 

3 

undef i ned 

39CA23 

1 i th  ic 

(destroyed) 

5 

none 

^Identifies  major  categories  of  art i factual /ecof actual  remains  at  each  site. 

*  indicates  buried  materials  were  recorded;  t  indicates  buried  materials  and 
features  were  recorded.  (See  Section  A,  Volume  3:  Tables  A-7,  A-9,  and  A-13  for 
list  of  buried  remains). 

^High  »  major  bank  slumping,  road/cultivation  exposures,  vandalism  and  other  active 
destruction;  moderate  close  proximity  to  lake  bank,  public  use  area  or  other 
development  (or  past  disturbance)  with  limited  present  destruction;  low  «=  natural 
surface  degradation  only  (see  Section  C,  Volume  4:  Table  C-3  for  Identification  of 
current  direct  impacts).  ^  marks  impact  status  for  sites  located  partially  or 
totally  outside  project  boundaries. 

*See  text  for  discussion  of  planning  priorities:  1  ■  determined  eligible  for  pro¬ 
tection;  2  >  documented  field  qualifications;  3  *  potential  field  qualifications; 

4  »  lacks  field  integrity  (laboratory  resource);  5  ■  lacks  field  potentials. 

''"Undefined"  indicates  future  reassessment  or  investigation  of  known  field  remains 
is  warranted  but  not  presently  specified;  "none"  indicates  nonfield  priority, 
largely  conservation  of  current  data  only;  "pending  nomination"  refers  to  recent 
nominations  made  outside  the  present  study  (Winham  and  Lueck  I983);  "excluded" 
means  recommended  ineligible  on  the  basis  of  further  field  study  (Winham  and  Lueck 
1983). 


Table  A-19-  Listing  of  site  planning  priorities  for  the  full  inventory  of  Euro- 
american  components;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Si  te 

Number 

Site  Type^ 

Adverse 

Impactj 

Status 

Site 

Planningj 
Prior i ty 

Current  National 
Register  Priority 

Unit  0  (Tai 1  race) 


none 


Unit  1  (Peoria  Flats) 


39HU143 

stone  foundation,  debris 

low 

3 

undefined 

39HUII48 

stone  foundation,  depres¬ 

low* 

3 

undefined 

sions,  debris 

39HU155 

depressions,  debris 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

Unit  2  (Cow/Spring  Creek) 

(39HU159) 

debri s 

moderate 

5 

none 

39HUI72 

homestead  features 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

Unit  3  (Okobojo  Creek) 

(39SL287) 

debris 

high 

5 

none 

(39SL292) 

debris 

low 

5 

none 

39SL293 

farmstead  features 

high* 

3 

undefined 

Unit  4  (Sull 

y  Creek) 

(39SL305) 

debri s 

high 

5 

none 

Unit  5  (Ma i 1 

Shack  Creek) 

39SL310 

log  house 

moderate 

2 

recommended  eligible 

Unit  6  (Little  Bend  East) 

(39SL33) 

debri s 

low 

5 

none 

(39SL3I2) 

debris 

moderate 

5 

none 

Unit  7  (Little  Bend  West) 
none 


NOTE:  Site  numbers  for  Euroamerican  components  at  Native  American  sites  are  marked  in 
parentheses. 

Indicates  major  categories  of  field  remains  (see  Section  C,  Volume  k:  Table  C-k). 

^High  «  major  bank  slumping,  road/cultivation  exposures,  vandalism  and  other  active 
destruction;  moderate  ■  close  proximity  to  lake  bank,  public  use  areas  and  other 
developments  with  limited  present  destruction;  low  ■  natural  surface  degradation  only 
(see  Section  C,  Volume  k:  Table  C-l<  for  current  direct  impacts).  Impact  status  for 
sites  located  totally  or  partially  outside  project  limits  is  marked  by  an  asterisk. 

See  text  for  discussion  of  planning  priorities:  1  ■  determined  eligible  for  protection; 
2  ■  documented  field  qualifications;  3  *  potential  rield  qualifications;  k  »  lacks 
field  integrity  (laboratory  resource):  5  •  lacks  field  potentials. 

••"Undefined"  indicates  future  reassessment  or  investigation  of  known  field  remains  is 
warranted  but  not  presently  specified;  "none"  indicates  nonfield  priority,  largely 
conservation  of  current  data  only;  "architecture  excluded"  indicates  standing 
structures  have  been  recommended  ineligible  on  the  basis  of  further  study  (Nurphy 
1980). 
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Table  A-I9.  Listing  of  site  planning  priorities  for  the  full  inventory  of  Euro- 
american  components;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota 
(cont i nued) . 


Adverse  Site 

Site  Impact  Planning  Current  National 

Number  Site  Type^  Status^  Priority^  Reg i ster  Priority"* 

Unit  8  (Bloody  Run  Gulch) 
none 

Unit  9  (Artichoke  Creek) 
none 

Unit  10  (Forest  City  South) 
none 

Unit  11  (Forest  City) 
none 

Unit  12  (Whitlocks  Bay) 


(39P021)  debris 

high 

5 

none 

39P025 

depressions,  well,  debris 

low 

3 

undefined 

39P027 

depression,  debris 

low* 

5 

none 

Unit  13 

(Latin  Bay) 

39P032 

debris 

low* 

5 

none 

39P033 

depressions,  debris 

low 

3 

undefined 

Unit  1A 

(Steamboat  Creek) 

39P036 

depression,  debris 

low 

5 

none 

39P037 

depressions,  debris 

low* 

3 

undef i ned 

39P038 

tile  foundation,  debris 

moderate 

3 

undef i ned 

39P039 

depression,  dam?,  debris 

low* 

5 

none 

39P0A0 

depression,  debris 

moderate 

5 

none 

Unit  15 

(LeBeau) 

39WW17 

former  towns ite  (LeBeau) 

high* 

2 

undefined 

Unit  16 

(Swan  Creek) 

39WW18 

stone  foundation,  depres- 

low* 

5 

none 

sion,  debris 

(39WW22)  debris 

high 

5 

none 

39VW25 

stone  foundation,  depres- 

low 

5 

none 

sion,  debris 

(39WW26)  debris 

low 

5 

none 

(39WW27)  debris 

moderate 

5 

none 

(39WW78)  debris 

low 

5 

none 

39WW79 

iron  truss  bridge 

low 

2 

recommended  eligible 

k. 

Unit  17 

(Walth  Bay) 

39WW29 

debr  i  s 

low 

5 

none 

39WW33 

foundations,  depressions 

low* 

3 

undefined 
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Table  A-I9.  Listing  of  site  planning  priorities  for  the  full  inventory  of  Euro- 
american  components;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota 
(continued) . 


Si  te 

Number  Site  Type^ 

Adverse 
Impact 
Status  ^ 

Si  te 

PI ann i ng 
Priori ty 

Current  National 
^  Register  Priority** 

Unit  18  (Blue  Blanket  Creek) 

39WW39  foundations,  depressions 

low 

3 

undefined 

(39WW^6)  debris 

moderate 

5 

none 

39WW61  foundations 

low 

3 

undef i ned 

39WW62  foundation 

low 

3 

undefined 

39WW84  decorative  fence  (grave?) 

low 

5 

none 

Unit  1 9  (Mobridge) 

(39WWitl)  debris 

high 

5 

none 

39WW66  depressions,  debris 

moderate* 

3 

undefined 

39WW68  depressions,  debris 

low 

3 

undef i ned 

39WW69  depressions 

moderate 

5 

none 

39WW76  depressions 

low 

5 

none 

Unit  20  (Anton  Rygh) 

(39CA117)  debris 

high 

5 

none 

(39CA140)  debris 

high 

5 

none 

39CAliil  foundations,  depressions 

low 

3 

undef i ned 

39CA143  foundations,  depressions. 

low 

3 

undefined 

debr i s 

39CAl4i*  foundation,  depression, 

low 

3 

undefined 

debris 

39CA160  frame  structures  (outside 

1  ow* 

3 

undefined 

boundary) 

39CAI6I  frame  structure  (outside 

low* 

3 

undefined 

boundary) 

Unit  21  (Locke  Creek) 

39CA116  farmstead  features 

moderate 

3 

undef i ned 

Unit  22  (Jones  Bay) 

(39CA113)  debris 

high 

5 

none 

39CA114  depressions,  debris 

moderate 

3 

undefined 

39CA115  stone  foundation,  depres- 

Tow* 

3 

undefined 

si  on,  debris 

39CA162  debris 

low 

5 

none 

Unit  23  (Pollock  Bay) 

(39CA2)  frame  house  (outside 

high 

3 

undefined 

boundary) 

(39CA15)  debris 

moderate 

5 

none 

39CAIO5  frame  house,  outbuildings 

low* 

3 

(architecture  ex¬ 
cluded  1980) 

(39CA106)  debris 

high 

5 

none 

(39CA108)  debris 

high 

5 

none 

39CA147  depression,  debris  (barn 

moderate* 

5 

none 

outside  boundary) 
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Table  A-19-  Listing  of  site  planning  priorities  for  the  full  inventory  of  Euro- 
american  components;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota 
(concluded) . 


Adverse  Site 

Site  Impact  Planning  Current  National 

Number  Site  Type^  Status^  Priority^  Register  Priority** 


Unit  23  (continued) 


39CA163 

farm  buildings  (burned 

1980) 

h  i  gh* 

3 

undefined 

39CA164 

depression,  debris 

moderate 

5 

none 

39CA165 

stone  foundation,  depres¬ 
sions,  debris 

moderate 

5 

none 

39CA166  depressions,  debris 

Unit  2k  (VanderVorste  Bay) 

low 

5 

none 

(39CA1) 

debris 

low 

3 

undefined 

(39CA9A) 

debris 

high 

5 

none 

39CA95 

log-walled  dugout,  debris 

high 

3 

undef i ned 

39CA96 

concrete  foundations, 
debris 

moderate 

3 

undef i ned 

39CA97 

farmstead  features 

,  high 

3 

undefined 

39CA98 

foundations,  debris, 
buried  features 

high 

3 

undefined 

(39CA100) 

debris,  buried  features 

(destroyed) 

5 

none 

(39CA205)  debris 

Unit  25  (Lake  Pocasse) 

high 

5 

none 

39CA103 

concrete  block  foundation 

moderate 

5 

none 

39CAlOk 

depression,  debris 

low 

5 

none 

39CAI49 

railroad  depot,  turntable 

low 

3 

(architecture  excluded 

1980) 

39CA157 

depressions 

high 

5 

none 

NOTE:  Site  numbers  for  Euroamerican  components  at  Native  American  sites  are  marked  in 
parentheses. 

Indicates  major  categories  of  field  remains  (see  Section  C,  Volume  k:  Table  C-lt). 

High  ■  major  bank  slumping,  road/cul t ivat ion  exposures,  vandalism  and  other  active 
destruction;  moderate  «  close  proximity  to  lake  bank,  public  use  areas  and  other 
developments  with  limited  present  destruction;  low  «  natural  surface  degradation  only 
(see  Section  C,  Volume  k:  Table  C-4  for  current  direct  impacts).  Impact  status  for 
sites  located  totally  or  partially  outside  project  limits  is  marked  by  an  asterisk. 

See  text  for  discussion  of  planning  priorities;  1  ■  determined  eligible  for  protection; 
2  *  documented  field  qualifications;  3  *  potential  field  qualifications;  k  *  lacks 
field  integrity  (laboratory  resource);  5  •  lacks  field  potentials. 

"Undefined"  indicates  future  reassessment  or  investigation  of  known  field  remains  is 
warranted  but  not  presently  specified;  "none"  indicates  nonfield  priority,  largely 
conservation  of  current  data  only;  "architecture  excluded"  Indicates  standing 
structures  have  been  recommended  ineligible  on  the  basis  of  further  study  (Murphy 
1980). 
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or  at  least  characteristic,  range  of  available  information.  In  developing 
a  framework  for  assessing  the  Lake  Oahe  resources,  general  categories  of 
information  characteristic  of  the  study  region  were  defined,  reflecting 
both  the  1979  survey  data  and  prior  research.  These  information  categories, 
referred  to  here  as  szuai/  units  provided  the  context  within  which  the 
significance  and  integrity  of  appropriate  sites  were  evaluated. 

The  approach  taken  in  assessing  the  Lake  Oahe  resources  is  generally 
consistent  with  that  recently  advocated  in  federal  publications  and 
guidelines.  In  a  strategy  for  resource  management  proposed  by  the  Heritage 
Conservation  and  Recreation  Service  (HCRS)  under  the  title  "Resource 
Protection  Planning  Process"  (HCRS  1980),  study  units  were  defined  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  technical  data  in  terms  of  comprehensive  conceptual 
categories  which  express  relationships  (e.g.,  thematic,  geographical, 
chronological)  among  certain  sets  of  resources  and  which  enhance  use  of 
pertinent  information  for  decisions  by  resource  managers  (e.g.,  federal 
agencies).  Such  units  provide  the  context  for  decisions  regarding  evalua¬ 
tion  and  treatment  of  related  kinds  of  properties,  with  emphasis  on 
achieving  a  comprehensive  basis  for  planning  decisions.  More  recently, 
technical  standards  published  by  the  National  Park  Service  (Federal 
Register,  September  23,  1983:^^716-44739)  have  outlined  a  related 
contextual  approach  to  planning,  using  the  similarly  defined  concept  of 
"historic  contexts"  in  place  of  "study  units",  with  emphasis  on  achieving 
representative  as  well  as  comprehensive  results  in  management  activities. 

Study  units  were  used  for  the  same  general  planning  purposes  in  the 
Lake  Oahe  study,  though  present  units  were  only  broadly  and  tentatively 
defined  given  the  restricted  scope  of  the  survey  and  present  lack  of 
representative  data  for  the  region.  As  presently  developed,  these  units 
simply  reflect  a  range  of  descriptive  characteristics  for  the  current 
inventory.  Units  based  on  detailed  interpretive  and  conceptual  relation¬ 
ships  could  be  most  adequately  defined  through  planning  activities  of  a 
more  comprehensive  nature  (e.g.,  a  state-wide  survey).  However,  the 
preliminary  format  used  here  to  meet  present  planning  needs  should  serve  as 
a  useful  basis  for  integrating  the  Lake  Oahe  inventory  into  more  fully 
developed  study  units  (or  historic  contexts)  once  a  state-wide  planning 
process  has  been  developed  by  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office. 
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Six  study  units  were  defined  for  present  planning  purposes.  Each 
study  unit  reflects  a  major  category  of  field-based  information  that  could 
be  derived  from  the  Lake  Oahe  Inventory  and  that  is  necessary  to  build  uoon 
and  exoand  past  research  in  the  study  region.  In  total,  these  study  units 
characterize  key  descriptive  variability  in  the  current  inventory  and 
promote  consideration  of  the  full  rang;  of  resource  types  recorded  in  the 
survey  area. 

Individual  sites  can  contribute  information  important  to  one  or  more 
study  units.  The  defined  units  include:  1)  stone  feature  resources: 

2)  earthlodge  viiiage  resources:  T)  creek  valiey  settlement:  A)  river  valley 
settlement  (includes  village  and  nonvillage  sites):  S)  preceramic  complexes: 
and  6)  historic  architectural  and  engineering  resources.  With  the  exception 
of  Study  Unit  6,  all  study  units  refer  to  Native  American  settlement  of  the 
Middle  Missouri  subarea,  primarily  during  prehistoric  periods.  Specific 
geographical  and  temporal  limits  for  each  unit  are  constrained  by  the 
limits  of  the  surveyed  area  but  are  not  specifically  referenced  in  the 
temporary  definitions  developed  for  the  present  assessment.  Sites  con¬ 
sidered  to  provide  representative  data  recovery  potentials  with  respect  to 
these  study  units,  and  that  are  sufficiently  documented  to  allow  Independent 
evaluation,  are  recommended  for  determination  of  National  Register 
eligibility. 

RECOMMENDED  ELIGIBILITIES 

Lake  Oahe  resources  recommended  through  the  present  study  for 
determination  of  National  Register  eligibility  include  45  sites — 43  Native 
American  archeological  components  and  two  Euroamerican  structures  (Table 
A-20).  Thirty-nine  of  these  sites  are  spatially  grouped  within  seven 
proposed  archeological  districts.  Also,  a  thema'.ic  di'.ti  ict  includes  five 
individual  sites  that  are  related  types  of  properties  but  are  not 
geographically  clustered.  These  districts  and  individual  site  nominations 
are  rather  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  1979  survey  area  (Figure  A-10) 
and  occur  within  11  of  the  26  project  units. 

Draft  nomination  forms,  completed  in  full  for  all  recommended  eligible 
resources,  are  compiled  in  Section  B  of  the  present  volume.  The  relation¬ 
ship  of  these  resources  to  presently  defined  study  units  is  reviewed  in 
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Table  A-20.  Summary  of  archeological  districts  and  individual  sites  recommended 
for  determination  of  National  Register  eligibility  as  a  result  of 
1979  investigations;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Proj  ect 

Un  i  t 

Name  of  Nominated  Unit 

Number 
of  Sites 

Area;  Present  Ownership 

1 

Peoria  Flats  Archeological 

Di strict 

5 

kS  ac  (18.2  ha);  all  federal 
property 

2-3 

Spring  Creek  Archeological 
District 

11 

2k2  ac  (98  ha);  all  federal 
property 

(2) 

(Site  39HUI73,  in  Spring 

Creek  District,  was  sub¬ 
mitted  and  determined 
el  igible  in  1982) 

(1) 

(25  ac  or  10  ha;  all  federal 
property) 

3 

Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeo¬ 
logical  District 

k 

170  ac  (68.8  ha);  federal  property 
except  for  two  tracts  totalling 
ca.  2.5  ac  outside  project  limits 

3 

Archeological  Site  39SL300 
(unnamed) 

1 

3.5  ac  {).k  ha);  all  federal 
property 

5 

Architectural  Site  39SL310 
(Sheets/Jones  House) 

1 

less  than  one  acre  (house  only); 
located  on  federal  property 

6 

Little  Bend  Archeological 
District 

3 

district  *  690  ac  (279.2  ha), 
eligible  property  (sites)  *  58  ac 
(23.5  ha);  all  federal  property 

12 

Little  Cheyenne  Creek 
Archeological  District 

3 

65  ac  (26.3  ha);  all  federal 
property 

16 

Swan  Creek  Archeological 
District 

9 

80  ac  (32.4  ha);  federal 
property  with  possible  exception 
of  one  tract  where  boundary  is 
unclear 

16 

Engineering  Site  39WW79 
(Swan  Creek  Bridge) 

1 

less  than  one  acre  (bridge  only); 
all  federal  property 

17 

Archeological  Site  39WW203 
(Walth  Bay) 

1 

16  ac  (6.5  ha);  all  federal 
property 

22 

Archeological  Site  39CA3 
(Jones  Vi  1 lage) 

1 

32  ac  (13-0  ha);  federal  property 
except  15  ac  requiring  testing 

23 

West  Pollock  Archeological 
District 

k 

80  ac  (32.4  ha);  all  federal 
property 

2k 

Archeological  Site  39CAI 
(Vanderbilt  Village) 

1 

25  ac  (10.1  ha);  all  federal 
property 

J9SL300 


Little  Bend- 
District 


—Upper  Okobojo  Distritt 
^Spring  Creek  District 

I 

"^Peoria  Flats  District 
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gure  A-IO.  Project  map  showing  locations  of  all  Native  American  and  Euro- 
american  sites  and  districts  presently  recommended  for 
determination  of  National  Register  eligibility;  1979  Lake  Oahe 
East  Shore  Survey,  South  D'kota. 


in  following  discussions.  More  detailed  discussions  of  significance  and 
integrity  relevant  to  each  study  unit  are  provided  in  the  draft  nomination 
materials. 

Study  Unit  1:  Stone  Feature  Resources.  Native  American  sites  con¬ 
taining  various  kinds  of  patterned  stone  features  occur  commonly  throughout 
the  Northern  Plains.  A  large  number  of  sites  have  been  documented  through 
surface  surveys  but  few  have  been  intensively  excavated  and  comprehensive 
analyses  of  particular  forms  are  generally  lacking.  Stone  circles,  referred 
to  as  tipi  rings,  and  similarly  patterned  mosaics  seem  to  have  received  the 
most  attention  (including  ethnoh i stor ic  observations),  though  the  role  of 
such  features  in  Northern  Plains  culture  history  remains  poorly  defined. 
Isolated  rock  cairns,  which  occur  frequently  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  most 
notably  lack  prior  study. 

For  purposes  of  programming  research  of  representative  regional 
resources,  sites  with  stone  features  clearly  warrant  priority  attention. 
Continued  study  of  the  66  stone  feature  sites  inventoried  in  the  Lake  Oahe 
project  would  contribute  significantly  toward  resolving  the  present  absence 
of  information  concerning  stone  features  in  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea. 
Comprehensive  analyses  of  representative  sites  would  be  of  regional 
interest  as  wel 1 . 

At  present,  only  a  portion  of  the  total  inventory  of  stone  feature 
sites  has  been  selected  for  National  Register  consideration.  Included  are 
four  archeological  districts  and  an  individual  site  nomination  which, 
together,  comprise  a  total  of  2U  Native  American  sites;  18  of  these  sites 
contain  stone  features  (Table  A-21).  Stone  circles,  mounds,  clusters, 
cairns,  and  alignments  are  represented.  Ail  selected  sites  are  located 
in  the  southern  half  of  the  survey  area  (Figure  A-ll)  where  the  majority  of 
the  stone  feature  resources  were  recorded.  The  selected  sample  includes 
seven  of  the  eleven  stone  feature  sites  currently  known  to  contain  buried 
deposits. 

Continued  investigations  in  the  study  area  would  be  needed  to  clarify 
whether  additional  stone  feature  resources  warrant  National  Register 
consideration.  Further,  with  formulation  of  state  and  regional  planning 
goals,  it  will  be  necessary  to  reassess  the  type  of  local  sample  needed  to 
protect  regionally  representative  stone  feature  sites.  The  full  Lake  Oahe 
sample  of  stone  feature  resources  would  merit  attention  for  such  purpose. 


Table  A-21.  Listing  of  Native  American  stone  feature  resources  (Study  Unit  1) 
recommended  for  determination  of  National  Register  eligibility; 
1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


River  Valley  Resources 


Creek  Valley  Resources 


Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District 

39HUA8:  stone  circles  (66),  mounds 
(2) ,  and  ca i rns  (7) 
39HLiKl:  stone  circles  (18) 

39HU153:  stone  circles  (10),  mound 
(1) 

39HU158:  lithic 
39HU179:  lithic 


Spring  Creek  Archeological  District 

39HU169:  stone  circles  (2) 

39HUI7O:  lithic,  bone 
33HUI7I:  stone  circles  (6),  clusters 
(12) 

39HU173:  stone  circles  (11),  clusters 
(9) ,  and  cairn  (1 ) 

39HU17^:  lithic,  ceramic,  bone 
39HU175:  stone  circles  (5) 

39HUI76:  rock  cairns  (2) 

39HU177:  stone  circles  (2) 

39HU183:  lithic 
39HU184:  lithic 
39HU185:  rock  cairn  (1) 

Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeological  District 

39SL248;  stone  circles  (15),  cluster  (1), 
and  al ignment  (1 ) 

39SL296;  stone  circle  (1) 

39SL299:  stone  circle  (1) 

39SL324:  rock  cairn  (1) 

Individual  Site  Nomination 


39SL300;  stone  circles  (7),  cairn  (1) 

Little  Cheyenne  Creek  Archeological  District 

39P022:  stone  circles  (10),  clusters  (2) 
39P023:  stone  circles  (8),  clusters  (2) 
39P024;  stone  circles  (4) 


Study  Unit  2:  Earthlodge  Village  Resources.  Late  prehistoric  and 
protohistor ic  Native  American  earthlodge  settlements  are  characteristic  of 
the  Missouri  River  valley  and,  indeed,  form  the  principal  basis  for 
definition  of  the  Middle  Missouri  archeological  subarea.  Though  a 
considerable  number  of  villages  have  been  investigated,  most  work  was 
accomplished  under  stringent  'salvage'  conditions  and  only  a  few  intensive 
excavations  have  been  conducted  at  such  sites  in  the  Lake  Oahe  area  during 
recent  years. 

The  Lake  Oahe  project  contains  limited  remaining  evidence,  along 
nearly  a  third  of  the  Middle  Missouri  valley,  of  what  previously  represented 
the  most  visible  and  concentrated  archeological  resource  in  the  region. 

While  few  earthlodge  villages  remain  above  the  lake  pool,  surviving  sites 
offer  significant  opportunities  for  building  upon  prior  studies  in  the 
area,  and  for  applying  contemporary  methods  and  research  objectives. 
Opportunities  for  preserving  such  sites  for  future  uses  are  few  in  the 
present  survey  area. 

Nine  sites  in  the  current  Lake  Oahe  inventory  are  associated  with 
previously  recorded  earthlodge  villages,  four  of  which  appear  to  presently 
contain  earthlodge  remains.  Only  two  of  the  remaining  nine  sites  are  known 
through  reported  prior  excavation.  With  one  exception,  surviving  village 
resources  are  being  rapidly  destroyed  by  the  lake  shore  and  vandalism. 

Five  village  sites  are  recommended  for  determination  of  National 
Reg i ster  eligibility.  These  sites  are  distributed  throughout  much  of  the 
survey  area  (Figure  A-12).  Three  villages  (39CA1 ,  39CA3,  39WW203)  occupy 
the  river  terrace  where  prior  investigations  were  focused,  while  the  other 
two  sites  (39SLI5  and  39SL33)  occupy  upper  elevations  which  have  not  been 
previously  studied.  Given  this  range  of  characteristics,  the  selected 
village  sample  should  allow  the  focus  of  prior  work  to  be  both  extended 
and  broadened  through  continued  studies  and  will,  additionally,  assist 
implementation  of  new  research  objectives  concerning  the  full  range  of 
river  valley  settlement  (Study  Unit  4). 

Study  Unit  3:  Creek  Valley  Settlement.  The  role  and  Importance  of 
tributary  valleys  for  Native  American  settlement  and  subsistence  practices 
in  the  Middle  Missouri  area  is  presently  undefined.  Systematic  efforts 
to  identify  and  evaluate  archeological  resources  along  Missouri  tributaries 
have  yet  to  be  reported.  Clearly  such  work  is  much  needed,  however,  for 
modeling  and  understanding  regional  prehistory. 
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Figure  A-12.  Locations  of  recommended  eligible  Native  American  sites  and 
districts  contributing  to  Study  Unit  2:  Earthiodge  Village 
Resources;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


The  diverse  sample  of  archeological  sites  (n  »  95)  Identified  above 
pool  along  the  lower  reaches  of  creek  valleys  in  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  survey 
area  should  provide  a  useful  basis  for  expanding  past  research  objectives  and 
an  impetus  for  developing  more  comprehensive  creek  valley  research  along  the 
Missouri  River  trench.  Given  the  absence  of  past  study,  a  full  range  of 
creek  valley  archeological  resources  must  be  protected  to  permit  contemporary 
and  future  investigations. 

Continued  study  will  be  required  to  specify  representative  creek  valley 
resources  remaining  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project  area.  At  present,  32  creek 
valley  sites  are  recommended  for  determination  of  National  Register 
eligibility  (Table  A-22) .  This  sample  Includes  19  sites  recommended 
eligible  above  on  the  basis  of  stone  feature  remains  (Study  Unit  1).  In 
total,  the  creek  valley  nominations  consist  of  five  archeological  districts 
and  an  individual  site  nomination.  These  units  are  distributed  throughout 
the  survey  area  but  occu'  primarily  in  the  southern  half  of  the  Lake  Oahe 
project  (Figure  A-13).  Most  of  the  principal  tributary  •'alleys  are 
represented.  Certain  sites  associated  with  other  streams  will  warrant 
further  assessment,  however,  notably  the  concentration  of  previllage 
remains  surrounding  Indian  Creek  and  the  more  diverse  array  of  sites  along 
Cow  Creek. 

Presently  selected  creek  valley  sites  offer  a  broad  range  of  research 
opportunities.  Importantly,  more  than  half  of  this  sample  (n  =  18)  contain 
vertebrate  faunal  remains  which  would  support  much  needed  subsistence- 
related  studies,  particularly  those  regarding  resource  procurement  and, 
perhaps,  seasonal  variability  in  settlement.  Both  nonvillage  and  pre¬ 
village  sites,  which  have  received  little  prior  attention,  are  included. 

As  many  as  five  sites  may  represent  Plains  Woodland  period  occupations 
which  are  now  primarily  known  only  on  the  basis  of  burial  sites.  Further, 
based  on  evaluation  of  ceramics,  four  of  the  selected  sites  may  represent 
culturally  related  Woodland  complexes. 

Study  Unit  k:  River  Valley  Settlement.  Although  past  research  in  the 
study  area  has  focused  on  sites  located  within  the  river  trench,  the 
nature  of  settlement  beyond  selected  village  locations  has  not  been 
investigated.  Further,  most  village  investigations  have  been  somewhat 
narrow  in  scope,  consisting  largely  of  earthlodge  excavations  with  varying 
levels  of  recovery  controls;  accordingly,  comprehensive  analyses  of 
representative  village  remains  have  not  been  possible. 


Table  A-22.  Listing  of  Native  American  sites  representing  creek  valley  settle¬ 
ment  IStudy  Unit  3)  and  recommended  for  determination  of  National 
Reg i ster  eligibility;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


S  i  te 

Number  Site  Description  and  Cultural  Assignment 


Spring  Creek  Archeological  District 

(also  see  Study  Unit  1:  Stone  Features;  Table  A-21) 


39HU169 

lithic,  bone,  stone  feature;  unassigned 

39HU170 

lithic,  bone;  unassigned 

39HU171 

lithic,  stone  features;  unassigned  and  preceramic 

7 

39HU173 

litnic,  bone,  stone  features;  Woodland  and  Plains 

Village 

39HU174 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone;  Plains  Village  and  preceramic  7 

39HU175 

stone  feature;  unassigned 

39HU176 

stone  feature;  unassigned 

39HU177 

stone  feature;  unassigned 

39HU183 

lithic;  unassigned 

39HU184 

lithic;  unassigned 

39HU185 

lithic,  stone  feature;  unassigned 

Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeological  District 

{Also  see  Study  Unit  1;  Stone  Features;  Table  A-21) 

39SL248  lithic,  stone  features;  unassigned 

39SL296  lithic,  stone  feature;  unassigned 

39SL299  lithic,  stone  feature;  unassigned 

39SL324  stone  feature;  unassigned 


Individual  Site  Nomination 

(also  see  Study  Unit  I:  Stone  Features;  Table  A-21) 


39SL300  lithic,  stone  features;  unassigned 


Little  Cheyenne  Creek  Archeological  District 
(also  see  Study  Unit  1:  Stone  Features;  Table  A-2) 


39P022 

39P023 

39P024 


lithic,  bone, 
lithic,  stone 
lithic,  stone 


stone  features;  unassigned 
features;  Plains  Village  7 
features;  unassigned 


Swan  Creek  Archeological  District 


39WW19 

lithic. 

ceramic,  bone,  buried 

39WW20 

lithic. 

bone;  unassigned 

39WW21 

lithic. 

bone;  unassigned 

39WW22 

lithic, 

ceramic,  bone;  Plains 

39WW23 

lithic. 

bone,  buried  features; 

39WW24 

subsurface  bone;  undetermined 

39WW26 

lithic. 

ceramic,  bone;  Plains 

39WW27 

lithic. 

bone;  unassigned 

39WW28 

1 i thi c. 

bone;  unassigned 

Pollock  Archeological  District 

39CA15 

lithic. 

ceramic,  bone,  buried 

39CA106 

lithic. 

ceramic,  bone,  buried 

39CA107 

lithic. 

bone;  unass igncd 

39CA108 

lithic. 

ceramic,  bone;  Plains 

feature;  Plains  Village 


Woodland  7 
Plains  Vi  1 lage 

Vi  1 lage 

features;  Plains  Woodland 
features;  Plains  Woodland 

Village  and  previllage  7 
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Figure  A-13.  Locations  of  recommended  eligible  Native  American  sites  and 

districts  contributing  to  Study  Unit  3:  Creek  Valley  Settlement; 
1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 
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It  is  likely  that  study  of  the  full  range  of  river  valley  archeological 
resourc -s  has  been  precluded  by  inundation  of  the  lower  zones  of  the  river 
trench  throughout  much  of  the  Middle  Missouri  area.  However,  opportunities 
remain  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project  for  1)  expanding  past  research  to  include 
river  valley  resources  at  upper  elevations,  2)  broadening  the  range  of  site 
types  investigated  and  3)  building  upon  past  village  studies  by  applying 
contemporary  methods  and  objectives  at  surviving  earthlodge  villages  (see 
Study  Unit  2).  Integrated  analyses  and  syntheses  Involving  both  village  and 
nonvillage  resources  should  then  be  possible. 

The  sample  of  Lake  Oahe  river  valley  resources  recommended  for 
determination  of  National  Reg i ster  eligibility  consists  of  11  si tes ,  most  of 
these  also  contribute  to  other  defined  study  units  (Table  A-23) .  Two 
geographical  districts  and  one  thematic  district  are  proposed.  These  units 
are  located  primarily  at  the  northern  and  southern  ends  of  the  survey  area 
(Figure  A-14).  Further  evaluations,  particularly  of  debris  scatters  within 
the  northern  two-thirds  of  the  survey  area  (e.g.,  sites  39CA2,  39CA93, 
39CA9A,  39CAI02,  39CAII3,  39CAII7),  should  allow  additional  river  valley 
sites  warranting  National  Register  consideration  to  be  identified. 

River  valley  sites  presently  recommended  eligible  for  protection  are 
largely  those  with  relatively  extensive  remains,  including  buried  features. 
Most  are  attributable  to  Plains  Village  period  occupations,  though  Plains 
Woodland  and  preceramic  components  also  appear  to  be  represented. 

Study  Unit  5:  Preceramic  Complexes.  The  nature  of  Native  American 
occupation  of  the  Middle  Missouri  area  during  the  Paleo-Indian  and  Archaic 
or  Forager  periods  is  poorly  known.  Only  isolated  occurrences  of  diagnos.ic 
artifacts  were  reported  during  preinundation  studies  within  the  river  trench 
(e.g.,  Neuman  1964).  More  recently,  various  preceramic  remains  have  been 
investigated  at  sites  39WW15  and  39WW203  (Abler  et  al.  1977;  Abler  et  al. 
1974)  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project  and  reported  at  a  number  of  locations 
(Weston  et  al .  1979)  between  these  two  sites,  all  of  which  are  buried  in  the 
lower  river  terraces  and  have  become  exposed  through  shoreline  erosion. 

A  total  of  23  preceramic  components  have  been  tentatively  identified 
in  the  current  Lake  Oahe  resource  inventory.  Many  of  these  components  are 
defined  by  only  limited  materials  and  most  are  being  rapidly  destroyed  by 
the  lake  shore.  Most  importantly,  the  occurrence  of  these  sites  suggests 
that  additional  early  prehistoric  remains  can  be  expected  to  become  exposed 


Table  A-23-  Listing  of  Native  American  sites  representing  river  valley  settlement 
(Study  Unit  k)  and  recommended  for  determination  of  National  Register 
eligibility;  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


S  i  te 
Number 


Site  Description  and  Cultural  Assignment 


Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District 

(Also  see  Study  Unit  1:  Stone  Features;  Table  A-21) 

39HU48  lithic,  bone,  stone  features;  Woodland  and  contact  period  7 

39HUI5I  stone  features;  unassigned 

39HUI53  lithic,  stone  features;  unassigned 

39HUI58  lithic;  unassigned 

39HUI79  lithic;  unassigned 

Little  Bend  Archeological  District 

(Also  see  Study  Unit  2:  Earthlodge  Villages) 

39SLI5  lithic,  ceramic,  bone,  buried  features  (village  ?);  Plains 

V i 1 1  age 

39SL33  lithic,  ceramic,  bone  (village  ?);  Plains  Village 

39SL312  lithic,  ceramic,  bone,  buried  feature;  Plains  Village  and 

Woodland  7 

Prehistoric  Earthlodge  Villages  Thematic  District 
(Also  see  Study  Units  2  and  5:  preceramic  complexes) 

39WW203  lithic,  ceramic,  bone,  buried  features;  Plains  Village  and 

preceramic 

39CA3  lithic,  ceramic,  bone,  buried  features;  Plains  Village  and 

prev i 1 1  age 

39CA1  lithic,  ceramic,  bone,  buried  features;  Plains  Village 

(Also  includes  sites  39SL15  and  39SL33  contained  in  the  Little  Bend  District) 


All  recommended  eligible  Native  American  sites  contribute  either  to  Study 
Unit  3  (Creek  Valley  Settlement)  or  Study  Unit  ^  (River  Valley  Settlement). 
Together,  Tables  A-22  and  A-23  provide  a  full  listing  of  Native  American 
sites  recommended  for  determination  of  National  Register  eligibility. 
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Figure  A-U.  Locations  of  recomr..ended  eligible  Native  American  sites  and 

districts  contributing  to  Study  Unit  k:  River  Valley  Settlement 
1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


A93 


through  continued  shore  line  degradation  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project, 
particularly  near  the  mouth  of  tributary  valleys.  A  program  for  future 
attention  to  such  possibilities  will  need  to  be  incorporated  within  current 
management  planning. 

At  present,  three  sites  which  contain  early  prehistoric  components  are 
recommended  for  determination  of  National  Register  eligibility.  None  of 
these  sites  is  nominated  principally  on  the  basis  of  its  potential  for  study 
of  preceramic  complexes;  each  contributes  primarily  to  additional  study 
units.  One  of  the  selected  sites  (39WW203)  occurs  in  a  lower  terrace  (MT-2) 
within  the  river  valley  while  the  other  two  (39HU171,  39HU17^)  occupy 
opposite  sides  of  a  tributary  valley  just  above  its  confluence  with  the 
Missouri  River  (Figure  A- 15) . 

In  addition  to  the  three  sites  nominated  here,  preceramic  remains  at 
site  39WW15  (Travis  2)  were  previously  determined  eligible  for  National 
Reg i ster  protection  (see  Ahler  I98O).  Three  other  preceramic  sites 
located  near  39WWI5  have  also  been  nominated  (Indian  Creek  Archeological 
District)  as  a  result  of  investigations  following  the  1979  survey  (see 
Other  Pending  Nominations  below).  This  total  sample  of  seven  sites  will 
provide  a  means  for  initiating  systematic  research  of  preceramic  occupations, 
though  a  much  larger  sample  will  be  needed  for  developing  reliable  models  of 
early  prehistoric  settlement.  Continued  investigations  in  the  Lake  Oahe 
project  should  identify  additional  preceramic  components  warranting  National 
Register  attention,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  Indian  and  Blue  Blanket 
creeks  near  Mobridge.  One  other  currently  inventoried  site  (39CA9A)  appears 
to  contain  important  preceramic  deposits  but  further  evaluation  of  its 
present  integrity  is  needed  to  recommend  eligibility. 

Study  Unit  6:  Historic  Architecture  and  Engineering.  Past  treatment  of 
historic  Euroamerican  resources  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project  has  been  limited, 
largely,  to  a  generalized  historical  overview  with  little  attention  to 
domestic  settlement,  with  which  most  remaining  resources  are  associated. 
Specific  architectural  or  engineering  features  had  not  been  previously 
documented  or  evaluated.  A  systematic  basis  for  identifying  architectural 
characteristics  of  regional  interest  remains  to  be  defined,  particularly 
with  respect  to  rural  vernacular  forms. 

Most  buildings  and  other  structures  were  removed  from  project  lands 
during  the  construction  of  Lake  Oahe.  Intact  structures  within  project 
boundaries  remain  at  only  four  sites  in  the  present  survey  area. 
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Figure  A-I5-  Locations  of  recommended  eligible  Native  American  sites  and 
districts  contributing  to  Study  Unit  5:  Preceramic  Complexes 
1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 
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Structures  at  two  sites  are  reconmended  for  determination  of  Nat ional 
Reg i star  eligibility.  Included  are  a  log  house  {39SL310)  in  Sully  County 
and  an  iron  truss  vehicular  bridge  (39WW79)  in  Walworth  County  (Figure  A-16) 
Each  structure  provides  an  example  of  cultural  and/or  technological  aspects 
of  construction  which  warrant  preservation.  Further  potential  architectural 
or  engineering  eligibilities  within  the  present  survey  area  are  not  expected 

OTHER  PENDING  NOMINATIONS 

In  accordance  with  preliminary  recommendations  made  following  the  1979 
survey  (Falk  1980a,  igSOc,  1980f;  Pepper  1  and  Falk  1982a,  1982b,  1982c, 
1982f},  continued  investigations  were  conducted  during  I982  within  three 
areas  of  the  Lake  Oahe  project  to  clarify  potential  National  Register 
eligibilities  of  thirteen  sites  (see  Winham  and  Lueck  1983).  This  work, 
carried  out  by  a  consulting  firm,  found  one  site  (39P030)  in  the  Whitlocks 
Bay  area  unsuited  for  nomination,  provided  support  for  nomination  of  site 
39SL15  in  the  Little  Bend  area  (Pepper 1  and  Falk  I982e),  and  recommended 
Archaic  period  components  at  three  sites  in  the  Indian  Creek  area  (39WWA1 , 
39WWi»2,  and  39WW43)  for  determination  of  National  Register  eligibility 
(Winham  and  Lueck  I983:305”306) .  The  latter  three  sites  comprise  the 
Indian  Creek  Archeological  District  proposed  in  a  nomination  prepared  for 
the  Corps  of  Engineers  (Winham  1983).  The  proposed  district  encompasses 
an  area  of  138  ac  and,  in  addition  to  the  three  sites  named  above,  includes 
four  other  sites  (39WW44,  39WW57t  39WW74,  and  39WW75)  which  were  excluded 
from  further  National  Reg i ster  consideration. 

KNOWN  AND  POTENTIAL  PROJECT  EFFECTS 

Through  inundation  and  continuing  direct  and  indirect  impacts  around 
the  lake  shore.  Lake  Oahe  is  producing  a  notable  adverse  effect  on  an  area 
especially  rich  in  cultural  resources,  particularly  Native  American 
archeological  remains.  Without  an  intensive  program  of  protective  measures, 
potentials  for  systematic  archeological  research  will  be  precluded  or 
significantly  reduced  along  a  major  segment  of  the  Missouri  River  trench. 

Although  extensive  salvage  investigations  during  the  construction 
phase  of  the  Lake  Oahe  project  provided  data  for  selected  resources,  largely 
late  prehistoric  villages,  systematically  defined  and  controlled  samples  of 
the  full  range  of  threatened  resources  were  not  obtained.  Consequently,  a 
significant  portion  of  the  potential  regional  data  base  relevant  to  both 
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Figure  A-16.  Locations  of  recommended  eligible  Euroamerican  sites  contrib¬ 
uting  to  Study  Unit  6:  Historic  Architecture  and  Engineering 
1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 
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Native  American  and  Euroamerican  settlement  was  destroyed  through  construc¬ 
tion  or  excavation  and  without  complete  or  representative  documentation. 

Few  areas  of  the  lower  valley  remain  accessible  to  study,  making  the 
lack  of  representative  information  for  inundated  resources  an  irreparable 
adverse  effect  on  certain  research  where  reliable  modeling  of  the  full 
range  of  cultural  phenomena  is  important.  Of  greater  interest  here,  however, 
are  continuing  direct  and  indirect  impacts  which  might  endanger  the 
integrity  of  the  full  range  of  surviving  resources. 

CRITERIA  OF  ADVERSE  EFFECT 

Once  inventoried  resources  have  been  evaluated  with  respect  to  National 
Reg i ster  criteria  of  significance,  it  will  be  possible  to  determine  the 
effect  of  current  or  planned  project  development  or  operations  on  eligible 
cultural  properties  and  values.  Host  importantly,  efforts  needed  to  manage 
and  protect  cultural  resources  on  project  lands  can  be  fully  identified 
and  implemented. 

Determinations  of  effect  are  made  in  consultation  with  the  State 
Historic  Preservation  Officer.  Adverse  effects  may  occur  both  as  direct 
or  indirect  consequences  of  either  action  or  Inaction  by  the  managing 
federal  agency.  Criteria  of  adverse  effect  published  by  the  Advisory 
Council  on  Historic  Preservation  (36  CFR  800.3)  suggest  a  broad  range  of 
conditions  must  be  considered  which,  among  other  possibilities,  include: 

1.  destruction  or  alteration  of  all  or  part  of  a  property; 

2.  isolation  from  or  alteration  of  the  property's  surrounding 
environment; 

3.  introduction  of  visual,  audible,  or  atmospheric  elements  that  are 
out  of  character  with  the  property  or  alter  Its  setting; 

A.  neglect  of  a  property  resulting  in  its  deterioration  or  destruction; 

5.  transfer  or  sale  of  a  property  without  adequate  conditions  or 
restrictions  regarding  preservation,  maintenance,  or  use. 

The  purpose  of  following  sections  is  to  summarize  major  documented 
impacts  to  the  quality  and  integrity  of  the  recorded  inventory  of  Lake  Oahe 
resources  that  will  require  attention  through  appropriate  management 
planning.  Although  specific  plans  will  strictly  apply  only  to  National 


Reg i ster  eligible  properties,  the  full  Inventory  is  discussed  here.  Pending 


formal  exclusion  from  further  consideration  by  the  State  Historic 
Preservation  Office,  all  identified  resources  can  be  viewed  as  being  of 
potential  National  Register  interest. 

DIRECT  ADVERSE  IMPACTS 

Cultural  resources  on  project  lands  above  the  lake  pool  are  being 
directly  impacted  by  the  destructive  effects  of  bank  slumping,  erosion, 
and  various  disturbances  by  public  use  developments.  Direct  impacts  have 
also  resulted  from  the  indirect  effects  of  changes  in  land  use  along  and 
near  the  lake  shore  which  have  been  promoted  by  the  presence  of  the 
reservoir.  Such  impacts  include  disturbances  by  private  irrigation  lines 
crossing  project  lands,  as  well  as  surface  damage  and  vandalism  at  some 
sites  resulting  from  increased  accessibility  and  exposure  of  subsurface 
remains.  Resources  both  within  and  outside  project  boundaries  may  be 
impacted  by  this  latter  type  of  effect. 

Major  types  of  direct  adverse  impacts  observed  at  sites  recorded 
during  the  1979  survey  are  summarized  in  Section  A,  Volume  3.  Particular 
impacts  at  individual  sites  are  tabulated  in  Section  C,  Volume  4 
(Table  C'5).  In  the  present  volume,  the  status  of  each  site  with  regard 
to  the  full  effect  of  documented  impacts  is  categorized  as  high,  moderate, 
or  low  as  a  means  of  assisting  development  of  management  priorities. 

Impact  status  categories  for  individual  sites  are  listed  in  Tables  A-18 
and  A-19  above.  A  summary  of  status  categories  is  presented  for  the  full 
inventory  in  Table  A-24  where  sites  presently  warranting  National  Register 
attention  are  tabulated  separately  from  the  remainder  of  the  inventory. 

The  most  extensive  individual  impact  is  active  shoreline  slumping 
which  is  currently  affecting  139  sites  or  half  of  the  recorded  resource 
inventory  (see  Volume  3,  Table  A-25).  Continuing  degradation  of  the  lake 
shore  can  be  expected  to  endanger  additional  sites  in  the  future. 

While  less  extensiyely  represented  throughout  the  project,  the  more 
localized  effects  of  current  recreational  developments  have  disturbed  or 
partially  destroyed  at  least  63  archeological  sites — nearly  a  quarter  of 
the  recorded  resource  inventory  (see  Volume  3,  Table  A-25).  Observed 
impacts  include  disturbances  by  roads  and  trails,  buildings,  and 
cultivated  shelterbel ts.  The  effects  of  public  use  of  these  areas  is  less 
easily  documented,  though  intentional  vandalism  is  readily  apparent  at  some 
sites,  particularly  those  with  visible  village  period  remains. 


Table  A-2^.  Summary  by  project  unit  of  Impact  status  for  the  full  cultural 
resource  inventory  based  on  direct  adverse  impacts  documented 
during  the  197i»  survey;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Impacts  on 

National  Register  Sites^ 

Impacts  on 

Other  Resources 

Project  Unit 

High  Moderate  Low 

High  Moderate  Low 

Hughes  County 


0  (Tail  race) 

• 

• 

1 

. 

2 

1  (Peoria  Flats) 

- 

3 

2 

- 

6 

11 

2  (Cow/Spring  Creek) 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

Sully  County 

3  (Okobojo  Creek) 

- 

1 

k 

7 

8 

14 

k  (Sully  Creek) 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

8 

3  (Mail shack  Creek) 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

8 

6  (Little  Bend  East) 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

7  (Little  Bend  West) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

8  (Bloody  Run  Gulch) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

9  (Artichoke  Creek) 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

3 

Potter  County 

10  (Forest  City  South) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

11  (Forest  City) 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

2 

12  (Whitlocks  Bay) 

- 

1 

2 

2 

6 

3 

13  (Latin  Bay) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

(Steamboat  Creek) 

- 

• 

- 

- 

2 

3 

Walworth  County 

13  (LeBeau) 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

16  (Swan  Creek) 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

7 

17  (Walth  Bay) 

1 

- 

- 

it 

1 

3 

18  (Blue  Blanket) 

- 

- 

- 

9 

7 

11 

19  (Mob ridge) 

6 

3 

- 

3 

6 

3 

Campbell  County 

20  (Anton  Rygh) 

- 

- 

- 

5 

2 

13 

21  (Locke  Creek) 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

22  (Jones  Bay) 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

3 

23  (Pollock  Bay) 

it 

- 

- 

8 

10 

4 

(VanderVorste  Bay) 

1 

- 

- 

13 

1 

1 

23  (Lake  Pocasse) 

- 

- 

- 

it 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

22 

13 

17 

73 

62 

116 

NOTE:  Impact  status  categories  are  defined  in  Tables  A- 18  and  A- 19  above  where  the 
status  of  individual  components  (n  ■=  303)  is  identified. 

^Includes  sites  currently  nominated,  determined  eligible  and  recommended  eligible 
for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  or  associated 
Architectural  or  Engineering  Records  (including  9  sites  recommended  eligible  out¬ 
side  the  present  study). 


The  majority  of  sites  (69^)  currently  warranting  National  Register 
attention  are  being  affected  by  high  and  moderate  categories  of  direct 
adverse  impacts  (Table  A- 24).  These  sites  (n  ■  37)  will  require  the  most 
immediate  planning  consideration  for  design  of  appropriate  mitigative  or 
protective  measures. 

INDIRECT  ADVERSE  IMPACTS 

Both  direct  (e.g.,  land  modification  during  an  undertaking)  and 
indirect  effects  (e.g.,  land  use  changes  at  a  later  time)  of  developments 
and  operations  within  the  project  area  can  indirectly  affect  certain 
cultural  resources.  Such  impacts  would  include  changes  in  the  quality  or 
integrity  of  setting  brought  about  by  modifications  in  the  proximity  of  a 
resource  ’’hat  are  inconsistent  with  characteristics  which  qualify  it  for 
National  Register  protection  (cf.  36  CRF  800.3:  criteria  2  and  3). 

For  the  most  part,  indirect  impacts,  as  defined  here,  are  of  concern 
in  areas  of  current  or  planned  development,  generally  within  formally 
designated  recreation  areas  where  63  cultural  sites  are  currently 
inventoried.  However,  it  will  also  be  necessary  to  consider  the  effects  of 
modifications  implemented  under  federal  permit,  such  as  irrigation  projects, 
in  these  same  terms.  Five  cultural  sites  were  inventoried  at  or  near 
irrigation  lines  in  place  at  the  time  of  the  1979  survey. 

MANAGEMENT  RECOMMENDATIONS 

By  way  of  introduction  to  specific  recommendations,  a  few  general 
observations  and  suggestions  are  offered  regarding  the  relationships  between 
Lake  Oahe  and  regional  cultural  resource  management.  These  relationships 
carry  implications  that  should  be  considered  in  resource-related  planning 
for  all  Middle  Missouri  properties  managed  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Including  Lake  Oahe,  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha 
District,  manages  a  series  of  reservoir  projects  which  encompasses  approxi¬ 
mately  an  800-mile  segment  of  the  Missouri  River  trench.  Lake  Oahe  is  the 
largest  of  these  projects  and  occupies  a  central  position  within  the  Corps- 
managed  segments. 

2.  This  lengthy  management  area  transects  much  of  the  northern  Great 
Plains  and  is  a  principal  source  of  archeological  data  for  the  region, 
including  nearly  all  of  the  Middle  Missouri  archeological  subarea. 


3.  Intensive  post- i nundat ion  surveys  are  nearing  completion  for  much 
of  the  Corps’  Middle  Missouri  management  area.  Project-specific  inventories 
are  being  developed  through  a  variety  of  independent  investigations. 

A.  The  scope  of  resource  management  efforts  currently  being  identified 
within  the  Middle  Missouri  may  well  exceed  the  scale  of  preinundation  work 
coordinated  through  the  River  Basin  Surveys  program.  The  RBS  program,  which 
provided  centralized  management  of  data  gathering  and  dissemination,  was 
dismantled  soon  after  completion  of  the  mainstem  reservoirs. 

5.  An  effective  mechanism  for  coordinating  continued  management- 
related  research  throughout  the  area  transected  by  the  mainstem  reservoirs 
has  not  been  established,  integration  of  past  work  and  coordination  of 
efforts  presently  performed  by  a  variety  of  public  and  private  organizations 
are  not  systematically  accommodated  within  the  Corps'  current  contracting 
procedures,  or  by  measures  presently  promoted  within  the  individual  states. 

Work  within  Lake  Oahe,  and  other  mainstem  reservoirs  managed  by  the 
Omaha  District,  has  yielded  vast  quantities  of  archeological  research  data. 
Each  of  the  reservoirs  will  continue  as  important  sources  of  regional 
information.  Indeed,  the  full  management  area  is  recognized  as  a  signifi¬ 
cant  regional  research  base.  Clearly  the  manner  in  which  the  reservoir 
projects  are  managed  by  the  Corps  will  have  a  significant  effect  on 
regional  efforts  to  implement  systematic,  comprehensive,  and  representative 
cultural  resource  protection.  Accordingly,  protection  measures  for  Lake 
Oahe  and  related  projects  would  be  most  effectively  developed  within  a 
coordinated  area-wide  program  of  management  planning  and  implementation. 

Such  coordination  might  require  consideration  of  objectives  as  follow: 

1.  Establish  formal  cooperative  agreements  or  other  means  of 
regional  cooperation  among  the  Corps,  relevant  State  Historic  Preservation 
Offices,  and  regional  research  institutions  regarding  the  role  of  each  in 
meeting  necessary  service  requirements  of  a  comprehensive  resource  protec¬ 
tion  program. 

2.  Develop  a  comprehensive  plan  to  identify  and  prioritize  the 
funding  and  scheduling  of  planning  and  management  efforts  through 
consultation  with  regional  preservation  offices  and  the  professional 
communi ty. 
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3.  Promote  program  continuity  in  arranging  necessary  management 
efforts  and  procuring  relevant  professional  services.  Programmed  efforts 
should  be  manageable  within  annual  planning  cycles  but  should  also  provide 
coordination  of  the  long-term  needs  for  continuing  conservation,  assessment 
and  integration  of  data. 

4.  Organize  a  regionally  oriented  base  (either  a  center  or  a 
cooperative  network)  for  coordinating  and  integrating  continued  management- 
related  research  and  conservation  of  resulting  data.  Such  a  program  might 
include  cooperative  establishment  of  permanent  in-field  processing 
facilities,  providing  effective  management  of  necessary  data  recovery 
operations,  as  well  as  centers  for  public  education  and  interpretation. 

5.  Implement  a  comprehensive  (inter-state)  process  for  systematizing 
recovery,  processing,  curat  ion,  and  dissemination  of  management-derived 
data.  Computerized  and  centralized  data  files  and  collections  would  make 
base  data  more  readily  accessible  for  management  needs  and  more  widely 
available  for  professional  use.  Priorities  (appropriate  funding)  would 
include  completion  of  professional  reporting  and  synthesis  of  past  results 
(largely  preinundation  salvage  work)  and  a  means  for  collating  and  updating 
all  files,  inventories  and  professional  evaluations  relevant  to  the  manage¬ 
ment  unit. 

The  types  of  coordination  suggested  above  recognize  that  cultural 
resource  management  planning  for  Lake  Oahe  (and  associated  projects)  has  a 
necessarily  interdependent  relation  with  similar  endeavors  at  the  state  and 
regional  levels  (Figure  A-17).  Formal  state  historic  preservation  plans 
and  related  resource  protection  programs,  which  would  ideally  provide  the 
criteria  for  determining  the  significance  of  the  reservoir  resources  and 
associated  management  needs,  have  yet  to  be  developed,  however,  in  fact, 
management-related  research  within  the  reservoir  projects  can  be  expected 
to  play  an  important  role  in  the  definition  of  such  state  and  regional  plans 

Pending  completion  of  formal  plans  by  the  relevant  State  Historic 
Preservation  Offices  and  initiation  of  suggested  cooperative  agreements,  the 
Corps  should  organize  continuing  management  efforts  in  a  manner  that  will 
contribute  toward  the  eventual  development  of  a  coordinated  regional  plan 
and  that  will  promote  intra-reg ional  cooperation  in  meeting  management  needs 
The  following  interim  priorities  are  suggested: 

I.  Avoidance  of  actions  that  would  preclude  decisions  by  the  State 
Historic  Preservation  Office  regarding  protection  of  resources  on  project 
lands. 
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Figure  A-I7.  D i ag ramma t i c  outline  of  principal  management  components  within 
a  regionally  coordinated  resource  protection  planning  process. 
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2.  Begin  implementing  mitigation  of  documented  project  impacts  on 
resources  currently  determined  eligible  for  protection  and  not  expected  to 
satisfactorily  survive  continued  planning  delays.  Scheduling  should  be 
based  on  priorities  within  localized  planning  units. 

3.  Complete  preliminary  post- inundat ion  inventory  studies  for  the  full 
management  unit  (all  ma instem  reservoirs). 

4.  Develop  an  integrated  data  base  utilizing  all  available  information 
from  the  full  management  unit.  Included  would  be  characterization  of  the 
identity,  distribution,  and  status  of  regionally  representative  resources 
based  on  project-derived  data. 

5.  Establish  comprehensive  management  priorities  on  the  basis  of 
available  information,  including  consultation  with  the  professional 
commun i ty . 

6.  Design  a  formal  interim  program  for  implementation  of  continued 
studies  needed  to  meet  currently  identified  management  requirements  within 
particular  project  planning  units  and  to  integrate  these  preliminary 
priorities  within  a  coordinated  regional  plan  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  sum,  it  has  been  suggested  here  that  the  various  mainstem  reservoir 
projects  be  viewed  as  a  single  management  unit  which  represents  a  central 
and  integral  component  of  a  much-needed  regional  resource  protection  program. 
Further,  in  meeting  the  objectives  of  such  comprehensive  protection  planning, 
cooperative  commitments  among  the  variously  responsible  governmental  and 
professional  parties  needs  to  be  formalized.  Finally,  the  included  states 
need  to  complete  and  publish  preservation  plans  and  associated  resource 
evaluation  guidelines,  while  the  Corps  should  prepare  for  professional 
comment  a  statement  of  management  goals  and  policies.  This  statement  should 
provide  explicit  reference  to  proposed  scheduling  of  agency  commitments  in 
terms  of: 

1 .  planning  units; 

2.  protection  priorities; 

3.  mitigation  priorities; 

4.  continued  professional  studies  and  evaluations. 

Recommendations  for  the  Lake  Oahe  project  with  respect  to  the  above  four 
areas  of  concern  are  discussed  in  following  sections. 
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PLANNING  UNITS 


The  use  of  planning  units  is  suggested  here  as  a  means  to  coordinate 
planning  decisions  by  identifying  subareas  of  the  project  that  have 
similar  types  or  levels  of  anticipated  management  needs.  In  effect,  such 
subdivisions  promote  an  equitable  distribution  and  scheduling  of  management 
attention  by  allowing  decisions  to  be  focused  on  priorities  established 
within  each  unit.  Accordingly,  these  units  are  defined  on  the  basis  of  the 
expected  type  and  scale  of  management  efforts  required  for  the  full  project. 

In  addition,  each  unit  must  have  some  research-related  integrity. 

Three  units  are  recommended  for  the  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey  area: 
the  Southern,  Central,  and  Northern  units  (Table  A-25) •  The  limits  of  these 
units  are  defined  by  county  boundaries  (Hughes/Sully;  Potter/Walworth; 

Campbell  County,  respectively)  in  order  to  facilitate  coordination  with  past 
and  present  inventory  data  files  which  are  organized  by  county.  Additionally, 
the  distribution  of  site  densities  and  research  priorities  within  the  project 
was  considered;  each  planning  unit  includes  three  of  the  nine  priority 
project  units  (greatest  site  densities;  see  Section  A,  Volume  3)  and  each  can 
be  characterized  to  some  degree  by  a  predominant  type  of  archeological 
remains  with  particular  management  requirements.  These  three  planning  units 
also  closely  correspond  geographically  with  Lehmer's  (1970  Bad-Cheyenne, 
Grand-Moreau ,  and  Cannonball  archeological  regions.  However,  Lehmer's 
divisions  are  more  similar  in  purpose  to  study  units,  which  are  for  inte¬ 
grating  data,  than  planning  units  which  are  simply  used  here  to 
differentiate  management  needs  and  organize  associated  studies. 

Southern  Planning  Unit.  The  Southern  Planning  Unit  (Hughes  and  Sully 
counties)  is  the  largest  in  terms  of  area,  frequency  of  recorded  resources, 
and  number  of  properties  recommended  for  National  Register  protection. 
Management  efforts  anticipated  for  this  unit  are  expected  to  be  more  diffuse 
in  nature  and  limited  in  scope,  however,  than  those  required  in  the  other 
two  subareas.  In  the  Southern  Unit,  recommended  eligible  resources  are 
predominately  stone  feature  sites  where  remains  are  characteristically 
limited  in  quantity  and  occur  at  or  near  the  surface.  Where  required,  data 
recovery  efforts  would  be  generally  smaller  in  scale  than  those  required 
at  sites  characteristic  of  the  other  subareas.  Further,  site  preservation 
rather  than  data  recovery  is  frequently  a  more  viable  option  in  the  Southern 
Unit.  Many  of  the  recommended  eligible  sites  are  in  positions  above  the 


Table  A-25.  Summary  characteristics  for  three  Danning  Units  recommended  for 
coordination  of  management  efforts  within  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East 
Shore  Survey  area,  South  Dakota. 


Character! sties 

Southern 

P 1 ann i ng 

Un  i  t 

Central 

Plann ing 

Un  i  t 

Northern 
Plann i ng 

Uni  t 

Area  Included 

Count i es 

Hughes/Sul ly 

Potter/Walworth 

Campbel 1 

P  ro j  ec  t  Units 

0-9 

10-19 

20-25 

Acres 

15.665 

10,620 

5.825 

Shore  miles 

2I47.I 

226.5 

128.5 

Resource  Inventories 

Native  American  sites 

102 

80 

47 

Euroamerican  sites^ 

6(12) 

23(30) 

23(34) 

Isolated  loci 

86 

66 

46 

Resource  Distributions 

Total  Site  Density 
(per  acres) 

1  in  IA5 

1  in  103 

1  i  n  83 

Project  Un i ts  wi th 
highest  densities 

1.2,3 

12,16,19 

22,23.24 

Project  Units  needing 
Nat.  Reg,  attention 

1. 2. 3. 5. 6 

12,16,17,19 

22,23.24 

Planning  Priorities 

Protection  Decisions 

25 

23 

6 

Further  Evaluations 

50 

A6 

36 

Nonfield  Priorities 

39 

A1 

39 

Generalized  Qualities 

Characteristic  sites 

upland  sites; 
stone  features, 

1 imi ted  content, 
shal low  depth, 
generally  above 
shore,  few  buried 
features 

terrace  sites; 
varied  content, 
varied  depth, 
occasional  buried 
features 

terrace  sites; 
diverse  content 
often  deeply 
buried  includ¬ 
ing  midden  and 
features 

Management  Attention 

diffuse  (largely 
conservation) 

focused  (impacted 
areas) 

concentrated 
(intensive  at 
individual 
s i tes) 

^Numbers  in  parentheses  include  Euroamerican  components  located  at  Native  American 
si tes. 


shore  where  destructive  impacts  can  be  avoided.  Thus,  similar  levels  of 
management  attention  administered  within  each  unit  could  be  apportioned 
among  a  larger  number  of  resources  in  the  Southern  Unit  than  would  be  possible 
in  the  other  subareas  where  more  intensive  site-specific  efforts  are 
generally  required.  Priority  planning  attention  within  the  Southern 
Planning  Unit  will  need  to  be  focused  on  Project  Units  1,  2,  and  3  where  the 
greatest  site  densities  occur  and  the  majority  (Bkt)  of  25  resources 
recommended  eligible  for  protection  are  located. 

Central  Planning  Unit.  The  proposed  Central  Planning  Unit  (Potter  and 
Walworth  counties)  is  characterized  by  debris  scatters  which  are  primarily 
buried  in  the  lower  creek  and  river  terraces  and  are  represented  by  a 
variety  of  materials,  including  occasional  buried  features.  Because  of  their 
position,  many  sites  in  this  area  are  beinq  rapidly  destroyed  bv  lake-shore 
and  creek-bank  erosion.  Consequently,  site  preservation  is  a  more  limited 
option  within  the  Central  Unit.  Often,  partial  or  total  data  recovery  would 
be  necessary  to  mitigate  current  or  projected  impacts.  Given  the  general 
characteristics  (e.g.,  size,  depth,  content)  of  sites  in  this  area, 
mitigative  or  protective  requirements  for  individual  resources  or  clusters 
of  sites  would  normally  be  of  a  moderate  scale  relative  to  the  other 
planning  units.  Priority  planning  within  the  Central  Unit  -vould  be  largely 
focused  on  Project  Units  12,  16,  and  19  where  the  greatest  site  densities 
occur  and  13  of  the  li*  sites  currently  considered  to  warrant  National 
Register  attention  in  this  planning  unit  are  located.  The  14th  of  these 
sites,  39WW203  (Walth  Bay),  is  located  in  Project  Unit  17  and  has  recently 
been  the  focus  of  Corps  of  Engineers  stabilization  efforts.  The  probability 
for  identifying  additional  resources  within  the  full  survey  area  as  a  result 
of  continued  shoreline  degradation  would  presently  appear  to  be  greatest 
within  the  Central  Planning  Unit. 

Northern  Planning  Unit.  The  proposed  Northern  Planning  Unit  (Campbell 
County)  contains  a  variety  of  resources  ranging  from  small  debris  scatters 
to  extensive  Native  American  earthlodge  villages.  Many  of  these  sites  are 
buried  in  the  lower  creek  and  river  terraces  and  are  being  destroyed  by 
bank  slumping.  In  contrast  to  the  other  planning  areas,  the  general  scope 
of  management  needed  within  the  Northern  Unit  is  characterized  by  large- 
scale  data  recovery  concentrated  at  a  few  individual  sites  where  extensive 
middens  and  features  are  exposed  or  where  intensive  testing  would  be  needed 
to  establish  site  limits  or  integrity  (e.g.,  39CA3,  39CA94,  39CA117). 


Priority  planning  would  be  focused  on  Project  Units  22,  23,  and  24  where 
the  greatest  site  densities  occur  and  all  six  resources  in  this  unit 
currently  considered  to  warrant  National  Register  attention  are  iocated. 

RESOURCE  PROTECTION  PRIORITIES 

All  currently  inventoried  cultural  resources  have  been  assigned 
priorities  for  protective  management.  Protective  measures  associated  with 
each  priority  are  generally  appropriate  to  the  apparent  types  of  data 
potentials  represented  by  each  resource.  Accordingly,  protection  priorities 
recommended  here  are  directly  keyed  to  the  research-related  site  planning 
priorities  discussed  earlier  (see  Tables  A-18  and  A-19  above). 

Resource  Protection  Priority  1:  Direct  Management  Attention.  Th i s 
priority  applies  to  all  sites  determined  eligible  to  the  National  Register. 
Immediate  implementation  of  in-field  measures  needed  to  either  mitigate 
adverse  effects  or  to  protect  the  site  from  further  impact  to  its  qualifying 
characteristics  is  warranted.  Usually,  measures  designed  to  recover  or 
protect  data  represented  by  the  resource  would  be  required.  Priority  I  may 
apply  to  as  many  as  54  sites  in  the  current  resource  inventory,  including 
sites  now  recommended  for  determination  of  eligibility.  Presently,  deter¬ 
minations  of  eligibility  have  been  completed  for  only  two  sites  (39HU173 
and  39WU15)  which  are  located  in  the  Southern  and  Central  Planning  Units, 
respectively.  Continued  investigations  in  the  project  could  identify 
additional  sites  eligible  for  in-field  protection. 

Resource  Protection  Priority  2;  Determine  National  Register  Eligibility. 
This  priority  currently  applies  to  53  sites,  including  those  recommended  for 
eligibility  in  the  present  report  and  eight  others  nominated  through  a 
subsequent  investigation  (Winham  1983:  Winham  and  Lueck  1983).  Pending  formal 
decisions  regarding  National  Register  status,  most  of  these  sites  will 
require  protection  from  in-field  effects  that  would  adversely  impact  their 
potential  eligibility.  Generally,  such  measures  would  be  needed  for  sites 
with  significant  field  data  potentials  (Site  Planning  Priorities  2  and  3) 
and  not  for  those  which  contribute  to  proposed  districts  but  lack  field- 
based  qualifications  (Site  Planning  Priorities  4  and  5). 

Resource  Protection  Priority  3:  Continued  in-field  Consideration.  Th i s 
priority  applies  to  all  resources  with  known  field-based  potentials  for  data 
recovery  or  other  scientific  or  historic  values  and  which  have  not  been 
formally  determined  ineligible  for  National  Register  consideration  on  the 
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basis  of  further  field  study.  Appropriate  protection  measures  would  involve 
continued  investigation  or  reassessment  of  relevant  sites  for  which  present 
documentation  is  insufficient  for  necessary  decisions  (Site  Planning 
Priority  3)  or,  in  some  cases,  where  sites  fail  to  be  determined  eligible 
on  the  basis  of  presently  recommended  qualifications.  In  effect,  all 
resources  with  potential  field-based  qualifications  should  be  subjected  to 
appropriately  designed  investigation  and  evaluation  prior  to  permitting  any 
action  that  would  preclude  or  adversely  affect  such  investigation. 

Presently,  130  sites  would  qualify  for  interim  field  conservation. 

Resource  Protection  Priority  k:  Laboratory  Conservation.  This  priority 
applies  to  all  sites  from  which  cultural  and/or  ecofactual  materials  are 
recovered  through  the  management  process,  including  those  sites  which  do 
not  appear  to  warrant  in-field  conservation  for  further  assessment  (Site 
Planning  Priority  4).  Continued  analysis  of  project  collections  is  necessary 
for  planning  decisions  and  should  be  an  integral  part  of  the  management 
program.  Arrangements  should  be  made  for  computerized  filing  of  material- 
related  data,  systematic  curation  of  collections,  and  a  coordinated  program 
of  professional  analysis  and  reporting. 

Resource  Protection  Priority  5:  Archival  Conservation.  Conservation 
of  associated  non-material  data  is  important  for  all  recorded  sites, 
including  those  which  do  not  appear  to  require  further  field  or  laboratory 
attention  (Site  Planning  Priority  5) •  Standardized  data  records  should  be 
developed  and  updated  in  appropriate  computerized  files  for  all  inventoried 
resources.  These  files  would  be  used  routinely  for  comprehensive  analyses 
needed  to  develop  and  support  planning  and  management  decisions  and, 
additionally,  should  be  made  readily  accessible  for  other  professional 
resea rch. 

MITIGATION  PRIORITIES 

As  noted  above,  development  and  operation  of  the  mainstem  reservoir 
projects,  including  Lake  Oahe,  has  had  a  rather  uniform  adverse  effect  on 
cultural  resources  throughout  an  extensive  physiographic  unlt--the  central 
segment  of  the  Missouri  River  trench.  In  large  part,  these  projects  have 
resulted  in  loss  of  data  recovery  potentials  for  a  consistent  range  of 
Middle  Missouri  resources,  primarily  those  occupying  the  floor  of  the 
Missouri  valley.  Within  each  reservoir,  certain  strata  of  topographically 
related  resources  have  either  become  widely  inaccessible  to  further  study 


through  inundation  or  are  now  being  uniformly  subjected  to  degradation 
through  shoreline  erosion  or  permitted  developments  and  other  activities 
around  the  lake  margins.  Such  patterning  of  past  and  potential  data  losses 
should  be  considered  in  developing  appropriate  mitigation  plans.  The 
manner  in  which  surviving  resources  within  particular  planning  areas  (project 
subareas  with  similar  types  or  levels  of  impacts)  contribute  toward  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  range  of  known  or  expected  Middle  Missouri  resources  should 
be  established  through  continuing  integration  of  area-wide  studies. 

Necessary  means  for  preservation  or  recovery  of  representative  data  should 
then  be  planned  and  implemented.  Because  such  plans  would  be  subject  to 
change  in  accordance  with  the  availability  of  comprehensive  information, 
they  should  be  periodically  reevaluated  and  updated. 

In  general,  mitigation  of  past  and  projected  information-related  losses 
should  be  systematically  organized  within  the  full  management  unit  to 
eventually  accomplish  the  following: 

1.  Field  preservation  or  data  recovery  for  representative  surviving 
resources. 

2.  Area-wide  coordination  of  data  analysis  and  data  conservation. 

3.  Systematic  integration  of  base  data  and  dissemination  for  public 
education  and  professional  use. 

Where  possible,  management  efforts  should  be  oriented  toward  field 
preservation  of  selected  resources  rather  than  data  recovery.  However, 
certain  types  of  recovery  will  be  necessary  on  a  continuing  basis,  both  to 
develop  the  data  base  needed  for  determining  and  reassessing  management 
requirements  and  to  salvage  data  which  would  otherwise  be  destroyed.  Field 
information  derived  in  both  cases  would  serve  to  mitigate  impacts  on 
specific  sites  as  well  as  the  effect  of  general  information  loss  with 
respect  to  regional  research,  provided  that  such  efforts  are  coordinated 
within  a  comprehensive  controlled  sampling  plan.  In  fact,  the  management 
plan  developed  by  the  Corps  should  focus  on  an  appropriate  sampling  program. 

Design  of  the  management-oriented  sampling  program  and  assignment  of 
priorities  to  individual  sites  for  field  recovery  efforts  should  be  based 
on  the  relative  need  for  conservation  of  in-field  remains  at  specific  types 
of  sites  which  are  representative  of  designated  study  units.  Such  a  design 
would  involve  joint  consideration  of  the  currently  recorded  level  of  adverse 
impacts  and  the  site  planning  priorities  identified  earlier  (see  Tables  A-18 
and  A-19  above).  Generally  only  those  sites  with  known  or  potential  field 


qualifications  (Site  Planning  Priorities  1-3)  that  are  associated  with 

moderate  and  high  impact  categories  would  presently  warrant  mitigative 

planning.  However,  in  order  to  establish  planning  guidelines  that  would 

assist  future  management  decisions,  such  as  those  involving  newly  planned  * 

developments,  mitigative  priorities  appropriate  to  each  of  the  five  site 

planning  categories  are  defined  as  follows: 

Mitigation  Priority  1:  Full  Investigation  or  Stabilization  Measures. 

Sites  determined  eligible  for  National  Register  protection  (Site  Planning 
Priority  1)  would  warrant  immediate  determination  of  the  type  of  effort 
needed  to  avoid  or  prevent  further  data  losses  due  to  present  or  anticipated 
Impacts.  If  the  site  cannot  be  adequately  protected  from  further  disturbance 
(e.g.,  site  stabilization,  restriction  of  access),  a  full  investigation  of 
the  resource  should  be  implemented  as  quickly  as  possible.  A  joint  program 
of  investigation  and  partial  preservation  may  be  acceptable  in  some  cases. 

In  any  event.  National  Register  sites  affected  by  active  destruction  (e.g., 
bank  slumping,  vandalism)  should  be  scheduled  for  immediate  mitigative  work. 

Mitigation  Priority  2:  Preliminary  Protection  Measures.  Sites  which 
have  documented  field  qualifications  warranting  National  Register  attention 
(Site  Planning  Priority  2)  will  require  active  protection  pending  formal 
determinations  of  eligibility  or  ineligibility  (see  Protection  Priority  2). 

Such  protection  would  include  efforts  designed  to  prevent  or  alleviate 
active  destructive  impacts  that  may  affect  the  site's  potential  eligibility. 

Necessary  investigations  (e.g.,  controlled  recovery  of  exposed  materials) 
or  reasonable  precautions  (e.g.,  restriction  of  access)  should  be  planned 
for  implementation  as  an  integral  part  of  the  management  (sampling)  program. 

Mitigation  Priority  3=  Interim  Conservation  Measures.  Many  sites  in 
the  current  resource  Inventory  have  known  field  remains  of  potential 
research  Interest  but  require  further  investigation  for  National  Register 
evaluation  (Site  Planning  Priority  3)*  Systematic  sampling  of  these 
resources  will  eventually  provide  a  means  for  determining  individual  site 
eligibilities  and  also  developing  the  representative  base  data  needed  for 
comprehensive  protection  planning.  Pending  completion  of  necessary  studies 
and  National  Register  decisions,  these  resources  should  be  protected  from 
further  disturbance.  If  threatened  by  project  developments,  testing  and  data 
recovery  sufficient  for  National  Register  evaluation  should  be  implemented. 
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Mitigation  Priority  4:  Salvage  Measures.  Certain  recorded  sites  contain 
substantial  in-field  remains  but  appear  to  lack  sufficient  integrity  for 
National  Register  qualification  (Site  Planning  Priority  k) .  These  sites  may, 
however,  contribute  important  data  for  area-wide  planning  purposes  or  certain 
regional  research.  The  possible  need  for  partial  or  total  salvage  of  remaining 
site  data  should  be  assessed,  either  in  planning  the  area-wide  sampling  program 
or  if  the  resource  is  threatened  by  disturbance  through  project  developments. 

Mitigation  Priority  5:  Site  Monitoring.  Sites  which  do  not  appear  to 
contain  potential  field  data  of  National  Register  interest  (Site  Planning 
Priority  5)  will,  generally,  not  require  further  field  consideration.  These 
sites  should  be  monitored,  however,  if  disturbance  is  planned  so  that 
potential  subsurface  remains  can  be  evaluated  and  data  recovered  if  necessary. 

CONTINUED  EVALUATIONS 

Further  studies  are  needed  to  evaluate  inventoried  resources  with 
respect  to  National  Register  criteria,  to  determine  the  nature  of  management 
efforts  required  to  protect  eligible  sites,  and  to  accomplish  appropriate 
conservation  measures.  This  work  should  be  conducted  within  a  coordinated 
plan  which  focuses  on  protection  of  representative  resources.  A  controlled 
sampling  approach,  which  organizes  efforts  within  planning  units  throughout 
the  full  Middle  Missouri  management  area,  is  recommended.  The  sampling 
program  would  be  comprised  of  the  following  types  of  investigations. 

Investigative  Priority  1:  Mitigative  Efforts.  Studies  needed  to 
identify  data  recovery  or  stabilization  requirements  at  National  Register 
sites  should  be  programmed  as  an  immediate  priority.  A  systematic  program 
of  necessary  data  recovery  can  then  be  effectively  scheduled  in  conjunction 
with  other  management  studies  required  within  particular  planning  units. 
Eligible  sites  subject  to  active  distruction  should  be  given  priority 
attention.  This  level  of  work  would  also  involve  various  conservation 
measures,  such  as  recovery  of  exposed  materials  at  protected  sites. 

Investigative  Priority  2:  Stage  2  Documentation.  The  second  priority 
of  the  sampling  program  would  be  to  provide  intensive  documentation  of  site 
characteristics  required  for  determination  of  National  Register  eligibility. 
Where  needed,  this  work  would  involve  extensive  testing,  controlled  surface 
recovery,  and  other  efforts  necessary  for  establishing  site  boundaries  and 
completing  National  Register  nominations  for  recommended  eligible  resources. 
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Investigative  Priority  3:  Stage  1  Documentation.  This  level  of  investi¬ 
gation  would  provide  preliminary  testing  and  mapping  needed  to  establish 
potentials  for  field  data  recovery  at  known  sites  and  newly  inventoried 
resources.  The  work  would  be  of  sufficient  intensity  to  support  recommenda¬ 
tions  regarding  eligibility  or  ineligibility  and  the  need  for  Stage  2  work. 

Investigative  Priority  4:  Non-site  Sampling.  Controlled  reconnaissance 
of  selected  project  areas  should  be  programmed  periodically.  This  work  would 
allow  resources  that  become  exposed  through  the  effects  of  continued 
operation  of  the  lake  to  be  evaluated.  Priority  attention  should  be  given  to 
the  lake  shoreline  and  developed  public-use  areas  where  high  site  densities 
are  known  to  occur  (see  Section  A,  Volume  3). 

Investigative  Priority  5:  Laboratory  and  Archival  Analysis.  The  manage¬ 
ment  process  must  be  responsive  to  the  changing  status  of  knowledge  regarding 
cultural  resources  within  the  management  area  and  region.  In  addition  to 
routine  processing  and  analysis  of  recovered  data  (data  conservation),  the 
sampling  plan  should  provide  for  comprehensive  analysis  of  laboratory  and 
archival  information  that  would  allow  the  adequacy  of  the  management  program 
to  be  evaluated  and  updated  on  a  continuing  basis.  This  work  would  include 
intersite  analyses  of  patterning  in  material  and  locational  variables  that 
would  provide  information  not  obtainable  from  study  of  individual  resources. 
This  level  of  information  will  be  necessary  for  full  evaluation  of  National 
Reg i ster  potentials  within  the  management  area. 

The  proposed  sampling  program  should  be  designed  for  scheduling  in 
annual  cycles.  The  projected  needs  of  the  overall  program  and  funding 
potentials  will  need  to  be  considered  in  determining  the  level  of  effort  to 
be  apportioned  within  a  particular  cycle.  Each  annual  cycle  would  include 
work  associated  with  the  full  range  of  investigative  priorities,  such  as  the 
five  proposed  above.  The  results  of  each  cycle  of  work  would  provide  an 
increasingly  precise  basis  for  determining  the  type  of  representative 
resource  sample  that  should  be  protected  within  the  full  management  unit. 

Impact  status  and  site  planning  priorities  for  the  full  Inventory  will 
need  to  be  reviewed  for  determining  the  composition  of  particular  annual 
management  samples.  The  types  of  investigation  needed  for  mitigation, 
protection,  or  conservation  measures  are  directly  keyed  to  the  site  planning 
priorities  (Table  A-26).  With  completion  of  each  annual  cycle,  planning 
priorities  assigned  to  individual  sites  (e.g..  Table  A-18  and  A-19  above) 
will  need  to  be  updated.  The  target  population  of  sites  for  subsequent 
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Table  A- 26.  Correlation  of  management  planning  priorities;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


cycles  can  then  be  selected  from  the  revised  priorities.  Where  possible, 
the  efficiency  of  field  implementation  should  be  considered  by  selecting 
target  areas  which  contain  resources  requiring  more  than  one  type  of 
continuing  investigation. 

TARGET  AREAS 

Management  work  within  various  planning  units  should  be  organized  with 
respect  to  target  areas  which  have  specific  spatial  boundaries  and  are 
scheduled  for  particular  levels  of  investigation  to  meet  specified  objec¬ 
tives.  Often,  these  objectives  would  be  oriented  toward  problems  associated 
with  the  area  rather  than  individual  resources.  In  some  cases,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  coordinate  investigation  of  adjacent  private  lands  in  order  to 
meet  the  target  objectives. 

For  preliminary  planning  purposes,  target  areas  considered  to  represent 
the  most  immediate  current  priorities  are  identified  here.  Many  of  these 
areas  contain  sites  warranting  National  Register  attention  which  are  under¬ 
going  active  destruction.  Three  target  areas  are  identified  for  each  of  the 
three  proposed  planning  units  (Figure  A-16).  These  areas  are  listed  in 
sequential  order,  beginning  at  the  southern  end  of  the  project.  The 
principal  types  of  management  investigation  presently  needed  are  outlined. 

Southern  Planning  Unit 

1.  Peoria  Flats  Target  Area.  An  area  one  mile  in  length  (roughly  250 
ac) ,  extending  east  from  the  proposed  Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District, 
requires  further  assessment.  Based  on  prior  surveys  (Mallory  1950;  Lazio 
1977a,  1977b),  it  may  be  possible  to  identify  additional  resources  in  this 
area  that  are  related  to  the  complex  of  stone  features  within  the  presently 
defined  district.  Much  of  this  area  consists  of  tableland  outside  the 
project  boundary.  Independent  inspection  of  this  private  land  north  and 
east  of  the  proposed  district  will  need  to  be  coordinated  with  evaluation  of 
nine  archeological  sites  within  the  project.  The  potential  National  Register 
eligibility  of  resources  in  this  area  could  then  be  more  fully  assessed. 

2.  Cow/Spring  Creek  Target  Area.  Preliminary  protection  measures  for 
recommended  eligible  resources  and  further  assessment  (with  interim  conserva¬ 
tion  measures)  of  certain  sites  (Planning  Priority  3)  are  of  immediate 
concern  in  this  area  which  extends  from  Okobojo  Point  to  the  eastern  end  of 
the  proposed  Spring  Creek  Archeological  District.  Recreational  developments 
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Figure  A-l8.  Project  map  showing  locations  of  nine  Target  Areas  for  suggested 
initial  management  studies  within  three  proposed  Planning  Units; 
Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 
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are  scattered  throughout  this  area  and  virtually  all  of  the  area  is  subject  to 
public  use.  Initial  studies  needed  to  determine  National  Register 
eligibilities  and  associated  management  requirements  should  be  completed 
so  that  plans  for  protection  and  development  can  be  coordinated  for  the 
full  area.  Eleven  Native  American  sites  distrubuted  along  both  sides  of 
Cow  Creek  may  provide  the  basis  for  extending  the  boundaries  of  the  proposed 
archeological  district  in  this  area  (Study  Units  1,  2  and  5)*  Resources 
within  the  proposed  Spring  Creek  District  should  be  protected  from 
disturbances  that  would  affect  their  potential  eligibility.  Recovery  of 
exposed  materials  may  be  necessary.  The  need  for  salvage  recovery  of 
materials  or  features  from  the  lake  bank  along  the  western  margin  of  site 
39HU17^  should  also  be  assessed. 

3.  Little  Bend  Target  Area.  Preliminary  protection  measures  are  needed 
in  this  area  which  consists  of  the  peninsula  occupied  by  the  Little  Bend 
recreational  development.  Archeological  site  39SL15»  which  is  recommended 
eligible  as  part  of  the  proposed  Little  Bend  Archeological  District,  extends 
across  the  peninsula  and  is  subject  to  disturbance  by  recreational 
facilities,  public  use,  and  shoreline  erosion.  Restriction  of  public  access 
and  recovery  of  exposed  materials  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  potential 
eligibility  of  39SL15  pending  final  management  decision:;  for  thlc  u.-ia. 

Central  Planning  Unit 

1.  Swan  Creek  Target  Area.  Preliminary  protection  of  recommended 
eligible  resources  is  of  immediate  concern  in  this  area  which  corresponds 
with  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District.  The  need  for  salvage 
recovery  of  materials  and  features  from  the  rapidly  deteriorating  creek  bank 
should  be  assessed  pending  development  of  formal  management  plans.  Stage  2 
documentation  to  clarify  certain  project  (district)  boundaries  and  site 
limits  is  needed  within  the  western  half  of  the  area. 

2.  Walth  Bay  Target  Area.  Preliminary  protection  measures  at  site 
39WW203  are  of  priority  Interest.  This  earthlodge  village  overlies  strata 
of  other  cultural  periods  and  is  recommended  for  determination  of  National 
Rea  i ster  eligibility.  The  site  occupies  an  area  which  has  been  designated  a 
recreation  area  in  the  past  and  has  been  subject  to  active  destruction 
through  public  use,  vandalism,  and  shoreline  erosion.  Restriction  of  public 
access  and  data  recovery  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  site's  potential 
eligibility  pending  final  arrangements  for  mitigation  or  preservation. 
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Preliminary  management  in  this  area  should  also  include  investigation  along 
the  shoreline  extending  north  (ca.  0.8  mi)  between  sites  39WW203  and 
39WW32.  The  potential  for  this  segment  of  terrace,  which  contains  five 
known  sites,  to  contribute  toward  understanding  of  the  stratified  remains 
at  39WW203  should  be  assessed  for  possible  National  Register  consideration. 

3.  Indian/Blue  Blanket  Creek  Target  Area.  Management  of  a  National 
Reg i ster  property  (39WW15),  preliminary  protection  measures  within  the 
proposed  Indian  Creek  Archeological  District,  and  comprehensive  evaluation 
of  a  unique  concentration  of  pre-Plains  Village  period  remains  are 
priorities  in  this  area  which  extends  six  miles  along  the  lake  shore  between 
site  39WWI5  on  the  west  and  39WW40  on  the  east.  Including  site  39WW15 
(Travis  2)  and  the  presently  proposed  district  (eight  sites),  as  many  as  I8 
previl.age  sites  are  distributed  throughout  this  target  area  and  represent 
the  most  extensive  concentration  of  potential  preceramic  period  components 
currently  known  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project.  These  sites  are  undergoing 
active  destruction  through  use  of  the  Indian  Creek  and  Blue  Blanket  Creek 
Recreation  Areas  and  as  a  result  of  shoreline  erosion.  Most  of  the  affected 
resources  require  further  field  work  (Stage  2  documentation)  for  assessing 
the  extent  and  integrity  of  remaining  deposits.  The  initial  objective 
would  be  to  assess  the  full  area  for  National  Register  qualification. 

Northern  Planning  Unit 

1,  Jones  Bay  Target  Area.  Preliminary  protection  measures  for  a 
recommended  eligible  site  (39CA3)  and  further  National  Register  evaluation 
of  a  potential  field  resource  (39CAn3)  are  initial  objectives  for  this 
area  which  extends  0.6  mi  along  the  lake  shore  surrounding  Jones  Bay. 

Jones  Village  (39CA3)  is  an  extensive  earthlodge  village  which  is  being 
actively  destroyed  by  bank  slumping  and  vandalism  along  the  shoreline. 
Controlled  data  is  necessary  for  development  of  an  appropriate  plan  for 
mitigation  and/or  preservation  and  for  interim  protection  of  the  site's 
potential  eligibility  pending  final  management  arrangements.  The  extent  of 
remaining  deposits  and  projected  impact  of  continuing  degradation  should  be 
assessed  through  intensive  controlled  investigation.  Extensive  testing  is 
needed  to  identify  the  eastern  limits  of  the  site,  now  on  private  land. 

Stage  2  documentation  should  also  be  implemented  at  nearby  site  39CA113  to 
assess  any  potential  relationship  to  site  39CA3  and  possibilities  for 
contributing  toward  understanding  of  certain  late  Woodland  period  remains  in 
the  project  (e.g.,  the  proposed  West  Pollock  Archeological  District). 


Further  assessment  of  potential  National  Register  qualifications  at  site 
39CAII3  should  focus  on  conservation  of  data  being  destroyed  by  active 
bank  slumping  and  cultivation  at  this  site. 

2.  Pollock  Bay  Target  Area.  Initiation  of  preliminary  protection 
measures  at  three  sites  within  the  proposed  West  Pollock  Archeological 
District  is  the  principal  priority  in  this  area  which  includes  the  proposed 
district  and  adjacent  private  land  south  of  the  project  boundary.  Within 
the  proposed  district,  sites  39CA15,  39CA106  and  39CA108  are  subject  to 
disturbance  by  public  use  and  active  destruction  along  the  lake  bank.  The 
need  to  protect  potential  eligibilities  through  recovery  of  exposed  materials 
and  features,  and  possibly  restriction  of  access,  should  be  assessed  pending 
final  management  arrangements.  As  an  associated  priority,  this  work  should  be 
coordinated  with  independent  investigation  of  private  land  along  the 
southern  margin  of  the  proposed  district  where  two  un invest igated  sites 
(39CA148  and  39CA15^)  are  recorded.  Cultivation  in  this  area  may  be 
destroying  resources  related  to  the  proposed  district.  The  need  for  extend¬ 
ing  district  boundaries  should  be  evaluated. 

3.  Andrew  Marsh  Creek  Target  Area.  Preliminary  protection  measures  for 
a  recommended  eligible  site  (39CA1)  and  further  evaluation  of  potential 
field  resources  (39CA93,  39CA9A,  and  39CA95)  are  priorities  for  this  area 
which  extends  one  mile  along  the  lake  shore  from  39CA1  on  the  west  to 
VanderVorste  Bay  on  the  east.  Extensive  earthlodge  village  remains  at  39CA1 
(Vanderbilt  Village)  are  being  destroyed  by  bank  erosion.  Systematic 
controlled  recovery  of  exposed  materials  and  features  may  be  necessary  to 
protect  the  potential  eligibility  of  this  site  pending  final  management 
arrangements.  Further,  potential  National  Register  qualifications  of  known 
field  remains  at  three  nearby  sites  should  be  assessed.  Additional  field 
work  is  necessary  to  establish  the  nature  and  extent  of  site  39CA94,  which 
appears  to  contain  deeply  buried  early  prehistoric  deposits.  Native 
American  remains  at  site  39CA93,  which  are  being  disturbed  by  an  irrigation 
project,  may  be  of  interest  for  interpreting  Plains  Village  and  early 
prehistoric  deposits  represented  respectively  at  39CAI  and  39CA9A. 

Euroamerican  remains  at  site  39CA95  (Andrew  Harsh  Homestead  7)  are  being 
destroyed  by  bank  erosion  but  should  be  assessed  for  possible  historic 
archeological  importance. 


Priorities  for  continued  evaluation  within  the  target  areas  proposed 
above  include  cases  where  active  destruction  of  nominated  or  potential 
National  Register  properties  warrant  the  most  immediate  attention  and 
where  multiple  field  objectives  can  be  effectively  implemented.  This  work 
should  provide  a  firm  basis  for  defining  the  scope  of  mitigation  and  other 
management  efforts  that  will  be  needed  once  final  determinations  have  been 
completed  for  currently  recommended  eligible  resources.  A  systematic 
program  for  accomplishing  management  requirements  should  be  designed. 

Active  consideration  of  other  potentially  significant  field  resources 
(primarily  planning  Priority  3  sites)  should  then  be  scheduled  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  management  plan.  A  comprehensive  strategy  for  such  investiga¬ 
tions  should  be  developed  through  consideration  of  sampling  criteria 
established  for  the  full  Middle  Missouri  management  area. 


CONCLUSIONS 


A  cultural  resources  study  of  the  South  Dakota  portion  of  the  Lake  Oahe 
eastern  shore  has  been  completed  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers, 

Omaha  District.  The  work  was  carried  out  by  the  University  of  Nebraska, 
Division  of  Archeological  Research,  under  Contract  No.  DACW45"78"C-01 59« 
Prehistoric  and  historic  archeological  and  architectural  resources  remaining 
above  the  lake  pool  have  been  systematically  inventoried.  All  recorded 
sites  have  been  assigned  priorities  for  management  planning  through 
consideration  of  the  present  need  for  National  Register  protection  or 
continued  field  evaluation.  A  basis  for  a  coordinated  management  program 
and  initial  objectives  for  continued  field  studies  have  been  discussed. 

Detailed  accounts  of  all  phases  of  the  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey  have 
been  prepared  for  presentation  in  a  nine~volume  final  report.  In  addition  to 
the  covering  report  (Volume  1)  which  provides  National  Register  recommenda¬ 
tions  and  suggested  planning  priorities,  three  technical  appendixes  present 
the  findings  of  background  research  and  field  and  laboratory  studies. 

Appendix  1  (VoU'.ie  2)  contains  technical  reports  concerning  the  historical 
and  research  context  of  the  study  area  and  analyses  of  recovered  materials. 
Narrative  descriptions  of  all  recorded  sites  appear  in  Appendix  2  (Volumes 
3  and  4).  Appendix  3  (Volumes  5"9)  provides  field  data  records  on 
standardized  forms.  These  documents  contribute  base  data  needed  by  the 
Corps  to  identify  and  plan  necessary  cultural  resources  management  efforts 
within  the  Lake  Oahe  project.  A  review  of  work  accomplished,  findings  of 
the  study,  and  key  recommendations  follows. 

1.  Prior  to  initiation  of  intensive  field  work,  literature,  data 
records,  historical  maps  and  other  archival  sources  for  the  study  area  were 
evaluated,  and  a  brief  field  reconnaissance  was  conducted,  in  order  to 
identify  specific  study  requirements  and  organize  the  necessary  field 
program. 

2.  Extensive  archeological  investigations  of  Native  American 
resources  had  been  completed  prior  to  and  immediately  following  reservoir 
construction.  Much  of  this  salvage-oriented  work  was  narrowly  focused, 
concentrating  on  the  late  prehistoric  villages  occupying  the  soon  to  be 
inundated  river  terraces;  much  of  this  work  remains  unpublished.  Studies 


concerning  the  full  temporal  and  functional  range  of  Native  American 
settlement  are  needed,  and  intensive  investigation  of  non-terrace  contexts 
will  be  required. 

3.  Previous  historical  research  for  the  area  has  been  limited  primarily  • 

to  general  narrative  accounts  which  do  not  address  problems  related  to 
specific  resources  and  provide  little  detailed  documentation.  Notably  absent 
were  historic  archeological  investigations  and  architectural  evaluations.  \ 

Historical  issues  and  associated  resources  important  to  the  study  area  and 
region  need  to  be  specified.  Field  and  archival  studies  of  individual 
resources  will  be  required  to  establish  material  variability  of  interest. 

Material  evidence  of  domestic  settlement  is  particularly  undefined  with 
respect  to  either  historical  or  research  values. 

A.  Data  files  for  the  survey  area  include  179  sites  recorded  prior  to 
the  1979  investigation.  Virtually  all  are  Native  American  archeological 
sites  (n  *  176),  only  32  of  which  are  known  from  subsurface  investigations. 

Seven  Euroamerican  components  are  mentioned  in  the  files,  three  of  which 
were  formally  recorded.  None  were  investigated.  Based  on  the  1979  survey, 
all  but  36  of  the  known  Native  American  sites  and  three  Euroamerican 
components  have  been  destroyed  by  project  development.  Problems  involving 
incorrect  and  confused  entries  need  to  be  resolved  in  full  for  the  prior 
resource  inventory  and  key  variables  need  to  be  organized  for  management 
planning  and  related  research  purposes. 

5.  Further  ancillary  studies  were  conducted  during  and  following  the 
field  investigation.  In  the  field,  historic  archival  research  was  extended 
to  include  local  sources  of  public  records  and  interviews  regarding 
individual  recorded  sites,  architectural  analyses  of  remaining  structures 
were  completed,  and  geomorpho logical  studies  were  made  at  particular  sites 
and  elsewhere  throughout  the  survey  area.  In  the  laboratory,  recovered 
materials  and  feature  matrix  were  processed  for  specialized  studies,  » 

including  artifactual,  ecofactual,  osteolog ical ,  and  radiometric  analyses. 

In  general,  a  wide  range  of  specialized  studies,  involving  both  curated 
data  and  field  sources,  are  much  needed  in  the  project  area  and  Middle 
Missouri  subarea  to  broaden  the  focus  of  research  and  provide  documentation 
and  interpretation  for  the  full  diversity  of  regional  cultural  properties. 

Studies  which  assist  understanding  of  prehistoric  and  historic  settlement 
processes,  including  procurement  and  use  of  local  resources,  would 
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particularly  facilitate  management  needs  by  providing  comprehensive 
regional  criteria  for  evaluating  site  significance  and  defining  appropriate 
study  units  for  protective  purposes. 

6.  An  intensive  pedestrian  survey  was  completed  for  all  federal  land 
(ca.  32,110  ac)  along  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe  in  South  Dakota.  Locations 
of  archeolog ical  and  archi tectural  remains  were  systematically  inventoried 
and  documented,  including  instrument  mapping  and  limited  subsurface  testing 
for  controlled  data  recovery.  Identified  resources  consist  of  1)  Native 
American  archeological  sites  (n  >  229),  including  earthlodge  villages, 

stone  features,  and  artifactual  scatters;  2)  Euroamerican  sites  (n  -  52),  most 
of  which  are  archeological  remains  of  rural  domestic  settlement,  with  intact 
structures  present  at  only  four  sites;  and  3)  diverse  isolated  finds  (n  »  I98) 
which  consist  of  limited  occurrences  of  artifacts  or  undefined  depressions. 

The  survey  was  focused  on  developing  a  uniform  data  base  for  the  full 
inventory  which  would  facilitate  preliminary  assessments  of  data  recovery 
potentials  needed  for  comprehensive  management  planning.  However,  continued 
field  studies  (generally  Stage  2  documentation)  and  further  definition  of 
significance  criteria  (e.g.,  a  State  Historic  Preservation  Plan)  will  be 
needed  to  accomplish  full  evaluation  of  National  Register  potentials  within 
the  project.  In  order  to  assist  future  efforts,  priorities  for  particular 
types  of  continued  attention  (site  planning  priorities)  have  been  assigned  to 
all  inventoried  sites.  Further,  tabulations  of  key  site  variability  have 
been  provided  for  the  full  Lake  Oahe  inventory  to  assist  data  organization 
and  use  during  continued  planning. 

7.  Based  on  past  studies  and  present  survey  data  for  the  project, 
research  priorities  and  study  units  have  been  defined  for  preliminary 
assessments  of  National  Register  qualifications.  Presently,  kS  sites,  which 
represent  information  potentials  important  to  one  or  more  of  six  defined 
study  units,  have  been  recommended  for  determination  of  National  Register 
eligibility;  relevant  documentation  and  nomination  forms  have  been  prepared. 
Proposed  nominations  include  six  individual  sites  and  seven  geographical ly 
defined  archeological  districts  which  each  contain  clusters  of  research- 
related  resources,  ranging  from  three  to  eleven  sites.  A  thematic  district 
coordinates  nominations  for  three  individual  sites  and  two  others  from  a 
geographic  district.  Two  nominations  involve  Euroamerican  structures,  the 
remainder  are  Native  American  archeological  sites.  Recommended  eligible 
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resources  should  be  protected  from  further  adverse  effects  (primarily,  loss 
of  data)  pending  final  National  Register  determinations  and  arrangements 
for  appropriate  management. 

8.  Adverse  effects  on  cultural  resources,  associated  with  operation 
and  use  of  Lake  Oahe,  have  been  assessed  through  consideration  of  direct 
and  indirect  impacts  on  the  full  inventory  of  identified  sites.  For  the 
most  part,  adverse  impacts  involve  documented  or  potential  loss  of  important 
data  recovery  potentials.  Erosion  and  bank  slumping  along  the  lake  shore, 
the  most  extensive  and  destructive  direct  impact,  is  currently  affecting  the 
integrity  of  half  the  recorded  inventory.  A  quarter  of  the  inventory  is 
subject  to  disturbance  or  destruction  by  developments  and  public  use  within 
designated  recreation  areas.  Additionally,  permitted  uses,  vandalism,  and 
natural  surface  degradation  are  affecting  certain  sites  in  undeveloped  areas 
of  the  project.  Active  destruction  of  data  potentials  is  of  immediate 
concern  for  four  of  the  seven  proposed  archeological  districts  and  three  of 
the  six  individual  nominations  recommended  in  the  present  study,  as  well  as 
for  a  previously  determined  eligible  site  and  an  independently  proposed 
district.  A  systematic  program  for  protection  of  eligible  resources  and 
interim  protection  of  potentially  important  field  data  sources  will  need  to 
be  developed  by  the  Corps. 

9.  Planning  priorities  that  should  be  considered  by  the  Corps  in 
developing  an  appropriate  management  program  have  been  discussed,  both  with 
respect  to  general  requirements  of  the  Middle  Missouri  management  area  and 
In  terms  of  specific  needs  for  the  Lake  Oahe  project.  Priorities  for 
mitigation,  resource  protection,  and  data  conservation  have  been  identified 
for  the  full  Lake  Oahe  inventory.  A  controlled  sampling  approach, 
coordinated  within  the  full  management  area,  is  suggested  as  an  appropriate 
basis  for  planning  decisions,  with  use  of  planning  units  and  target  areas 
proposed  for  organizing  and  scheduling  necessary  protection  measures  and 
continued  evaluations. 

10.  Continued  evaluations  of  field,  laboratory  and  archival  data  sources 
will  be  needed  to  design  mitigation  and  preservation  strategies  for  eligible 
sites,  to  develop  necessary  site  documentation  and  criteria  for  assessing 
potentially  eligible  field  resources,  and  to  identify  and  evaluate  presently 
undocumented  resources  which  can  be  expected  to  become  exposed,  particularly 
along  the  lake  shore.  Nine  target  areas  requiring  various  types  of  prelim¬ 
inary  investigations  have  been  identified  for  consideration  as 


initial  planning  objectives.  Completion  of  this  work  would  provide  the 
basis  for  designing  specific  management  measures  of  most  immediate 
priority  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Oahe  in  South  Dakota. 

In  sum,  background  studies,  Stage  I  field  survey  and  documentation, 
ancillary  studies,  and  reporting  necessary  to  identify  and  inventory 
cultural  resources  on  project  lands  have  been  completed.  Preliminary 
evaluations  of  National  Register  significance,  site  integrity,  and  adverse 
project  effects  have  been  made.  Priorities  for  continued  management 
planning  have  been  recommended.  This  work  fulfills  the  requirements  of 
the  project  contract  and  provides  the  Corps  with  base  data  and  professional 
recommendations  needed  to  initiate  comprehensive  planning  for  resource 
protection  within  the  survey  area.  In  programming  continued  studies 
required  for  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  the  Corps  should  implement  an  approach 
that  will  promote  regional  cooperation  and  contribute  toward  development  of 
a  coordinated  resource  protection  plan  for  the  full  Middle  Missouri  manage¬ 
ment  area. 


REFERENteS  CITED 


Adamczyk, 

1975 


Abler,  S. 

1980 


Abler,  S. 
1977 


Abler,  S. 

197A 


Abler,  S. 

1981 


Bass,  U.M. 
1962 


Bowers,  A. 
1958 


Bradley,  L 
1981 


Cbomko,  S. 
1973 


Clayton,  L 
1976 


T.J. 

Arcbeolog leal  inventory  of  the  Missouri  River  reach  between  Fort 
Benton,  Montana,  and  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  Corps  of  Engineers, 
Department  of  the  Army,  Omaha  District. 


Evaluation  of  the  condition  of  the  Travis  2  archeological  site, 
39WW15,  Oahe  Reservoir,  South  Dakota,  November  1979.  Report 
submitted  to  the  Omaha  District,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers. 

. ,  A.M.  Cvancara,  D.B.  Madsen,  and  R.W.  Kornbrath 
Archeological  reconnaissance  and  test  excavation  at  the  Travis  2 
site,  39WWi5,  Oahe  Reservoir,  South  Dakota.  Report  to  the 
Omaha  District,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers. 

.,  D.K.  Davies,  C.R.  Falk,  and  D.B.  Madsen 
Holocene  stratigraphy  and  archeology  in  the  Middle  Missouri 
River  trench.  South  Dakota.  Science  184:905“908. 

.  ,  C.H.  Lee,  and  C.R,  Falk 

Cross  Ranch  archeology;  test  excavation  at  eight  sites  in  the 
breaks  zone,  1980-1981  program.  Contribution  No.  154, 

Department  of  Anthropology  and  Archaeology,  University  of  North 
Dakota,  Grand  Forks. 


Field  notes;  site  39HUit8.  Smithsonian  Institution  River  Basin 
Survey  site  records,  on  file  Midwest  Archeological  Center, 
National  Park  Service,  Lincoln. 


W. 

Report  on  the  investigations  of  the  Anton  Rygh  site,  39CA4, 
Campbell  County,  South  Dakota,  1957.  Ms  on  file.  Midwest 
Archeological  Center,  National  Park  Service,  Lincoln. 


.E, 

Early  preceramic  cultures  in  South  Dakota.  The  future  of 
South  Dakota's  past,  edited  by  L.C.  Stewart,  Spec i a  1 
publication  of  the  South  Dakota  Archeological  Society,  No.  2, 

pp.  17"20. 

A.,  and  W.R.  Wood 

Linear  mounds  in  the  northwestern  Plains.  Archeology  in  Montana. 

14(2);1-19. 

.,  S.R.  Moran,  and  W.R.  Biddey  Jr. 

Stratigraphy,  origin,  and  climatic  implications  of  the  late 
quaternary  uplift  silt  in  North  Dakota.  North  Dakota  Geological 
Survey,  Miscellaneous  Series.  No.  5^. 


Coogan,  A 
1980 


1984 


Coogan,  A 
1959 

Cooper,  P 
1953 


Falk,  C.R 
1979a 


1979b 


1979c 


1979d 


1979e 


1979f 


H. 

Geologic  framework  of  archeological  sites  in  Holocene  strata, 

Big  Bend  Reservoir,  Lake  Sharpe,  central  South  Dakota.  Technical 
Report  8o- 1 5,  Division  of  Archeological  Research.  Draft  report 
on  file.  Department  of  Anthropology,  University  of  Nebraska- 
Lincoln. 

Geological  site  reports  for  eight  locations  within  the  Lake 
Sharpe  Project  Area,  South  Dakota.  _ln  Archeological  investiga¬ 
tions  within  federal  lands  located  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Lake 
Sharpe  Project  Area,  South  Dakota:  1978-1979  final  report,  edited 
by  Carl  R.  Falk,  Appendix  1,  Section  K.  Technical  Report  83-04, 
Division  of  Archeological  Research,  Department  of  Anthropology, 
University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln. 

H. ,  and  W.N.  Irving 

Late  Pleistocene  and  recent  Missouri  River  terraces  in  the  Big 
Bend  Reservoir,  South  Dakota.  Proceedings  of  the  Iowa  Academy 
of  Sc i ence  ,  66:31 7~327. 

and  R.  Stevenson 

Appraisal  of  the  archeological  resources  of  the  Oahe  Reservoir, 
North  and  South  Dakota.  A  project  of  the  Inter-agency 
Archeological  and  Paleontological  Program.  Prepared  by  the 
Missouri  Basin  Project,  Smithsonian  Institution  (Revised  1956). 


Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  parking  develop¬ 
ments  for  Swan  Creek  Recreation  Area  in  Project  Unit  16,  Lake 
Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  2  August). 

Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  proposed  develop¬ 
ments  at  Walth  Bay  in  Project  Unit  17,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha 
District  (dated  4  September). 

Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  two  existing 
pumpsite  locations  In  Sections  6  and  20,  Project  Unit  18, 

Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  6  September). 

Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  a  proposed  gravel 
quarry  easement  near  site  39VIW56  in  Project  Unit  18,  Lake  Oahe, 
South  Dakota,  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers, 
Omaha  District  (dated  19  September). 

Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  a  permit  for  bank 
protection  (Pike  Haven  Resort)  in  Project  Unit  5«  kake  Oahe, 

South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  20  September); 

Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  protection  alter¬ 
natives  for  four  sites  in  Project  Units  17«  22,  and  24,  Lake  Oahe, 
South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers, 
Omaha  District  (dated  5  October). 


Falk,  C.R. 

1379g  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  irrigation  permit 
SD  2SB  OXT  3  002074  (P.M.  Cowan)  in  Project  Unit  2,  Lake  Oahe, 
South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  26  October). 

1979h  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  irrigation  permit 
SD  2SB  OXT  I  001787  (Berens)  in  Section  20,  Project  Unit  I8, 

Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  4  December). 

1979i  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  irrigation  permit 
SD  2SB  OXT  I  001785  (F.  Gosch  Jr.)  in  Section  6,  Project  Unit 
18,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  IS  December). 

1980a  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  expansion  of  a 
sanitary  disposal  station  within  the  Indian  Creek  Recreation 
Area,  Project  Unit  19,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  report 
to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated 
28  January). 

1980b  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  irrigation  permit 
SD  2SB  OXT  I  002144/7912  (Hanson  Horseshoe  Ranch,  Inc.)  in 
Section  33,  Project  Unit  21,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter 
report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District 
(dated  1  February). 

1980c  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  a  proposed 

concession  stand  within  the  Indian  Creek  Recreation  Area,  Project 
Unit  19,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  19  March). 

1980d  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  of  hay/grazing  permit  effects 
for  nine  areas  (26  sites)  in  Project  Units  I,  2,  3,  5,  12,  17, 
and  24,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S. 

Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  9  May). 

I980e  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  an  irrigation 

easement  (Section  19,  TIISN,  R79W)  in  Project  Unit  II,  Lake  Oahe, 
South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  21  July). 

1980f  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  proposed  leveling 
of  a  knoll  near  site  39WW44  within  the  Indian  Creek  Recreation 
Area,  Project  Unit  19,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  report 
to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated 
8  August). 

Falk,  C.R.  and  S.A.  Abler 

1986  Archeological  investigations  in  the  Mobridge  area.  South  Dakota, 
1969- I97O:  Lower  Grand  (Davis),  39C014,  Walth  Bay,  39WW2D3,  and 
Helb,  39CA208.  Report  prepared  for  the  National  Park  Service, 
Rocky  Mountain  Region. 


AI29 


Falk,  C. 
1^73 


Fenneman 

1931 

Flint,  R 
1955 


Griffin, 

1977 


Heritage 

1980 


Hurt,  W. 
1952 


Jensen, 

1965 


Knudson, 

1983 


Lazio,  J 
1977a 


1977b 


Lehmer , 
1971 


. ,  and  F.A.  Calabrese 

Helb:  A  preliminary  statement.  Plains  Anthropologist 
18:336-3^3. 


N.M. 

Physiography  of  Western  United  States.  New  York:  McGraw  Hill. 


Pleistocene  geology  of  eastern  South  Dakota.  Geological  Survey 
Professional  Paper  262.  Washington  D.C.,  Department  of  Interior. 


D.E. 

Timber  procurement  and  village  location  in  the  Middle  Missouri 
subarea.  Plains  Anthropologist  Memoir  13,  22(78) : 177”185. 

Conservation  and  Recreation  Service 

Resource  Protection  Planning  Process.  Preservation  Planning 
Series,  Division  of  State  rlans  and  Grants,  Washington,  D.C. 


Report  of  Investigations  of  the  Scalp  Creek  site,  39GR1 ,  and  the 
Ellis  Creek  site,  39GR2,  Gregory  County,  South  Dakota,  19^1, 
1951.  South  Dakota  Archeological  Commission  Archeological 
Studies  Circular  No.  6.  Pierre,  South  Dakota. 


;.B. 

An  archeological  survey  of  the  Lake  Oahe  Reservoir  area.  North 
Dakota.  A  supplement  to  "Appraisal  of  Archeological  Resources 
of  the  Oahe  Reservoir,  North  and  South  Dakota"  1953.  A  project 
of  the  Inter-Agency  Archeological  and  Paleontological  Program, 
Missouri  Basin  Project,  Smithsonian  Institution. 

R. ,  J.  Moe,  and  A.W.  Bowers 

The  Anton  Rygh  excavations  and  assemblage,  Campbell  County, 
South  Dakota.  A  report  on  materials  gathered  by  Alfred  W. 
Bowers  in  1957”1959,  with  emphasis  on  the  1958  collections. 
University  of  Idaho  Anthropological  Research  Series  No.  75. 
University  of  Idaho,  Moscow. 


Cultural  resource  reconnaissance  of  a  proposed  irrigation 
project  in  Hughes  County,  South  Dakota:  Permit  No.  2  SB-OXT-1- 
1157:  Harold  Alleman.  Ms  on  file,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District. 

Cultural  resource  reconnaissance  of  an  irrigation  project  in 
Hughes  County,  South  Dakota:  Permit  No.  SD-2SB-0XT- 1-1087; 
Robert  D.  Schwel lenbach.  Ms  on  file,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District. 


.J. 

Introduction  to  Middle  Missouri  archeology.  Anthropolog ical 
Papers  1.  U.S.  National  Park  Service. 


Ma 1  lory ,  J. S. 

1950  Field  notes:  site  39HU48.  Smithsonian  Institution  River  Basin 
Survey  site  records,  on  file  Midwest  Archeological  Center, 
National  Park  Service,  Lincoln. 


Matt i son,  R.H. 

I95A  Report  on  historical  aspects  of  the  Oahe  Reservoir  area, 
Missouri  River,  South  and  North  Dakota.  South  Dakota 
Historical  Collections  27:1-159. 


Meyer,  R.W. 

1977  The  Village  Indians  of  the  Upper  Missouri;  The  Mandans,  Hidatsas, 
and  Arikaras.  University  of  Nebraska  Press,  Lincoln. 


Murphy,  D. 

1981a  National  Register  nomination:  Sheets-Jones  House  (39SL310}. 

Nomination  forms  submitted  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers, 
Omaha  District. 

1981b  National  Register  nomination:  Joliet  Bridge  and  Iron  Company 
bridge  (39V<’W79).  Nomination  forms  submitted  to  the  U.S.  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District. 

National  Park  Service 

1983  Archeology  and  historic  preservation;  Secretary  of  the  Interior's 
standards  and  guidelines.  Federal  Register  48  (I90)  :^^7l8-l<A739. 

Neuman,  R.W. 

1964  Projectile  points  from  preceramic  occupations  near  Fort  Thompson, 
South  Dakota;  a  preliminary  report.  Plains  Anthropologist 
9(25):173-189. 

1975  The  Sonota  Complex  and  related  sites  on  the  northern  Great  Plains. 
Nebraska  State  Historical  Society,  Publications  in  Anthropology. 
No.  6.  Lincoln. 


Parmalee,  P.W. 

1979  Inferred  Arikara  subsistence  patterns  based  on  a  selected  faunal 
assemblage  from  the  Mobridge  site.  South  Dakota.  Ki va 
44(2-3):I9I-218. 

Pepperl ,  R.E. 

1980  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  an  irrigation 
permit  (Becker)  in  Project  Unit  ll.  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha 
District  (dated  13  November). 

1983  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  of  archeological  site  39WW54 
in  Project  Unit  18,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to 
the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  10  June). 

1985  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  of  archeological  site  39HU174, 
Cow/Spring  Creek  Recreation  Area,  Project  Unit  2,  Lake  Oahe, 

South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  18  November). 


Pepperl ,  R.E.,  and  C.R.  Falk 

1981  National  Register  nomination:  Archeological  site  39HU173- 

Nomination  forms  submitted  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers, 
Omaha  District. 

1982a  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  of  19  archeological  sites 

within  the  Indian  Creek  Recreation  area,  Project  Unit  I9,  Lake 
Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  14  January). 

1982b  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  State  plans  for 
recreation  developments  in  nine  areas,  with  discussion  of  the 
Whitlock's  Bay  area  in  Project  Unit  12,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District 
(dated  26  January). 

1982c  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  of  archeological  site  39SL13 
in  Project  Unit  6,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to 
the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated 
1  February). 

1982d  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  of  six  archeological  sites 
within  the  West  Pollock  Recreation  Area,  Project  Unit  23,  Lake 
Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  10  February). 

1982e  National  Register  nomiration:  Little  Bend  Archeological  District. 
Nomination  forms  submitted  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers, 
Omaha  District. 

1982f  Response  to  request  for  evaluations  concerning  three  recreation 
areas  in  Project  Units  6,  12,  and  19>  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha 
District  (dated  18  March). 

1982g  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  of  archeological  site  39CA93 
in  Project  Unit  24,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Letter  Report  to 
the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  22  March). 

1982h  Response  to  request  for  evaluation  concerning  five  archeological 
sites  in  the  Okobojo  Recreation  Area,  Project  Unit  i.  Lake  Oahe, 
South  Dakota.  Letter  report  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District  (dated  I9  July). 

Petsc^e,  J.E. 

1968  Bibliography  of  salvage  archeology  in  the  United  States. 

Smithsonian  Institution  River  Basin  Surveys  Publications  in 
Salvage  Archeology  No.  10. 

Richtsmeier,  J.T. 

1980  Precipitation,  temperature,  and  maize  agriculture:  implications 
for  prehistoric  populations  in  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea, 

A.D.  900-1675.  Unpublished  Masters  thesis.  Department  of 
Anthropology,  University  of  Nebraska,  Lincoln. 


Shelford,  V.E. 

1963  The  ecology  of  North  America.  University  of  Illinois  Press, 
Urbane. 

Sigstad,  J.S.,  and  J.K.  Sigstad,  eds. 

1973  Archeological  field  notes  of  W.H.  Over.  Research  Bulletin  1. 
Office  of  the  South  Dakota  State  Archeologist. 

St i rl i ng ,  M.W. 

1924  Archeological  investigations  In  South  Dakota.  Exploration  and 
fieldwork  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  1923- 


Strong,  W.D. 

1933  Studying  the  Arikara  and  their  neighbors  on  the  upper  Missouri. 
Exploration  and  field  work  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
in  1932. 

1940  From  history  to  prehistory  In  the  northern  Great  Plains. 
Smithsonian  Miscellaneous  Collections  No.  100. 

Toom,  D.L. 

1979  The  Middle  Missouri  villagers  and  the  early  fur  trade: 

Implications  for  archeological  Interpretation;  A  study  of  Post- 
Contact  technological  change.  Unpublished  Masters  thesis. 
Department  of  Anthropology,  University  of  Nebraska,  Lincoln. 

Wedel ,  W. R. 

1955  Archeological  materials  from  the  vicinity  of  Mobridge,  South 
Dakota.  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology  Bulletin  No.  157* 
Anthropological  Papers  No.  45. 

1961  Prehistoric  man  on  the  Great  Plains.  University  of  Oklahoma 
Press,  Norman. 

Weston,  T. ,  D.A.  Goulding,  and  S.A.  Abler 

1979  Archeological  monitoring  and  shoreline  reconnaissance  at  the 
Travis  2  site,  39WW15,  Oahe  Reservoir,  South  Dakota.  Report 
to  the  Omaha  District,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers. 


Will,  G.F. 

1924  Archeology  of  the  Missouri  Valley.  Anthropological  Papers  of 
the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  22:285~344. 


Will,  G.F.,  and  H.J.  Spinden 

1906  The  Mandans:  A  study  of  their  culture,  archeology,  and  language. 
Papers  of  the  Peabody  Museum  of  American  Archeology  and 
Ethnology  3(4).  *  ~  ^ 


Willey,  G.R. 

1966  An  introduction  to  American  archeology:  Volume  1.  Prentice  Hall, 
New  York. 


Wi nham , 
1983 

WinhOT!,  R 

1983 


P. 

National  Register  nomination:  Indian  Creek  Archeological 
District.  Nomination  forms  submitted  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers,  Omaha  District. 

P. ,  and  E. J.  Lueck 

Test  excavations  at  sites  within  Indian  Creek,  West  Whitlocks, 
and  Little  Bend  Recreation  Areas,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota, 
within  the  counties  of  Walworth,  Potter,  and  Sully.  Two 
volumes  submitted  to  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha 
District. 


A  CULTURAL  RESOURCE  SURVEY  OF  THE  EAST  SHORE 
OF  LAKE  OAHE.  SOUTH  DAKOTA:  FINAL  REPORT 


SECTION  B 

DRAFT  NATIONAL  REGISTER  FORMS  IN  SUPPORT  OF 
DETERMINATIONS  OF  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  A  PARTIAL 
INVENTORY  OF  CULTURAL  RESOURCES:  LAKE  OAHEy 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 


comp i 1 ed  by 

Robert  E.  Pepperl  and  Carl  R.  Falk 


Department  of  Anthropology 
Division  of  Archeological  Research 
University  of  Nebraska 
Lincoln 


SECTION  B 

DRAFT  NATIONAL  REGISTER  FORMS  IN  SUPPORT  OF 
DETERMINATIONS  OF  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  A  PARTIAL 
INVENTORY  OF  CULTURAL  RESOURCES:  LAKE  OAHE^ 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

INTRODUCTION 

Full  documentation  and  professional  assessments  required  for 
determinations  of  National  Register  eligibility  have  been  prepared  for 
all  resources  recommended  eligible  as  a  result  of  the  1979  University 
of  Nebraska  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey.  Standardized  forms,  maps  and 
photographs  have  been  produced  for  use  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers  in 
seeking  necessary  comments  from  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office 
and  Advisory  Council.  Although  certain  nominations  were  submitted 
earlier  to  the  Corps,  draft  nomination  forms  for  all  eight  proposed 
archeological  districts  (42  sites)  and  three  individual  site  nominations 

are  compiled  in  this  section  of  the  final  report. 

As  a  result  of  the  need  to  submit  nominations  at  various 

times  during  the  Lake  Oahe  study,  each  site  or  district  nomination 
independently  contains  all  necessary  background  and  contextual  informa¬ 
tion.  However,  all  nominations  are  integrated  within  a  comprehensive 
evaluation  format  which  is  comprised  of  study  units  representing 
generalized  research  and  historical  interests  defined  for  the  full 
resource  inventory.  This  approach  should  assist  future  resource 
assessments  and  allow  additional  nominations  to  be  readily  incorporated 
within  a  similar  or  improved  evaluation  system. 

GENERAL  SIGNIFICANCE  AND  INTEGRITY 

National  Register  evaluations  for  the  Lake  Oahe  project  were 
principally  made  with  respect  to  comprehensive  criteria  based  on 
currently  documented  resource  characteristics  for  the  study  area  rather 
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than  the  isolated  merits  of  individual  sites.  The  key  criterion  for 
significance  involved  the  importance  of  various  sets  of  resources  for 
understanding,  interpreting,  or  documenting  the  diversity  of  prehistoric 
and  historic  cultural  phenomena  representative  of  the  study  region. 

Pending  development  of  representative  resource  information  by  the 
relevant  State  Historic  Preservation  Offices,,  regionally  characteristic 
study  units  were  tentatively  defined  to  organize  the  present  evaluation. 

The  level  of  integrity  considered  necessary  to  qualify  significant 
resources  for  National  Register  protection  was  based  on  the  ability  of 
documented  field  remains  to  provide  opportunities  for  controlled 
recovery  of  key  data  needed  to  realize  the  information  potential  of 
particular  study  units. 

In  many  cases,  nominated  units  (sites  and  districts)  contribute  to 
more  than  one  study  unit.  Discussion  of  relevant  significance  and 
integrity  considerations  are  provided  in  each  nomination.  Considerations 
pertinent  to  particular  study  units  appear  above  in  Section  A.  In  general, 
study  units  are  tentatively  defined  on  the  basis  of  uniformly  available 
site  information  (e.g.,  types  of  remains  providing  key  data  recovery 
potential),  rather  than  criteria  requiring  interpretive  decisions,  and 
simply  reflect  current  needs  for  developing  new  research  or  for  expand¬ 
ing  upon  prior  studies  within  the  region.  Key  characteristics  of  each 
study  unit  are  briefly  reviewed  below. 

STUDY  UNIT  1;  STONE  FEATURE  RESOURCES 

Stone  features,  presumably  of  Native  American  origin,  are  character¬ 
istic  archeological  remains  in  the  Northern  Plains  but  lack  systematic 
study  in  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea.  Studies  of  specific  sites 
representing  a  range  of  structural  variability  in  feature  form  and  site 
composition,  as  well  as  comprehensive  analyses  of  geographically  related 
sites,  need  to  be  initiated.  Such  work  is  important  for  adequate  model¬ 
ling  of  river  trench  and  regional  settlement  and  for  integration  with 
more  extensive  studies  elsewhere  in  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  Plains. 
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Minimum  Qualifications:  Surface  evidence  of  patterned  stone 
features  with  limited  disturbance  of  the  immediate  site  context.  The 
minimum  size  and  composition  of  local  sample  needed  for  representative 
data  recovery  remains  to  be  clarified  through  continued  investigations. 

Proposed  Nominations:  Twenty  four  sites  comprising  four  districts 
and  one  individual  site  nomination.  Identification  of  additional 
eligibilities  is  expected. 

STUDY  UNIT  2:  EARTHLODGE  VILLAGE  RESOURCES 

Native  American  earthlodge  villages  are  the  most  widely  known 
archeological  resource  of  the  Missouri  River  valley  and  form  the 
principal  basis  for  definition  of  the  Middle  Missouri  archeological 
subarea.  However,  the  focus  and  methods  of  past  data  recovery  at  these 
sites  are  inadequate  for  many  contemporary  research  needs  and  most  past 
work  is  receiving  only  limited  analysis  and  publication.  Further,  most 
known  villages  are  now  inundated  in  the  study  area.  Continued  study  of 
the  few  surviving  villages  offers  an  important  opportunity  to  build  upon 
and  expand  the  usefulness  of  prior  work  by  investigating  representative 
remains  at  particular  sites,  by  employing  systematically  controlled 
recovery  methods,  particularly  for  recovery  of  ecofactual  data,  and  by 
providing  reliable  bases  for  intersite  comparison.  Additionally,  village 
information  needs  to  be  expanded  to  include  sites  located  above  the 
lower  river  terraces  where  most  past  studies  were  focused. 

Minimum  Qualifications:  Accessibility  of  an  area  with  limited 
disturbance  which  transects  a  major  dimension  of  the  expected  site 
limits,  preferably  containing  evidence  for  subsurface  features  or 
midden.  The  small  number  of  surviving  qualified  sites  is  considered  to 
represent  the  minimum  acceptable  local  sample. 

Proposed  Nominations:  Five  sites  comprising  a  thematic  district 
which  includes  two  sites  within  a  geographic  district  and  three 
individual  site  nominations.  One  additional  site  (39CA2)  may  prove  to  be 
qualified  for  inclusion  through  future  investigation  of  the  potential 
site  area  which  lies  principally  on  private  lands  outside  present  survey 
limits. 
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STUDY  UNIT  3:  CREEK  VALLEY  SETTLEMENT 


Native  American  settlement  of  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea  is  known 
almost  exclusively  from  evidence  recovered  within  the  river  trench. 
Occupation  or  use  of  tributary  valleys  remains  to  be  systematically 
studied.  Although  the  lower  reaches  of  many  tributaries  are  now 
inundated,  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  survey  yielded  site  frequencies  within 
creek  valley  contexts  nearly  equal  to  that  recorded  along  the  river 
trench.  Controlled  samples  of  the  full  range  of  diverse  tributary  valley 
sites  are  needed  to  allow  representative  data  potentials  to  be  identified 
for  protection  and  investigation. 

Minimum  Qualifications:  Evidence  for  surface  features  or  subsurface 
deposits  with  limited  disturbance,  preferably  including  ecofactual  and 
subsistence-related  materials.  The  size  and  composition  of  an  ideal  local 
sample  remains  to  be  determined. 

Proposed  Nominations:  Thirty  two  sites  comprising  five  districts  and 
one  Individual  site  nomination,  identification  of  additional  eligibili¬ 
ties  is  expected. 

STUDY  UNIT  A;  RIVER  VALLEY  SETTL^.iENT 

Only  certain  archeological  resources,  primarily  earthlodge  villages 
on  the  lower  river  terraces,  were  investigated  prior  to  inundation  of 
much  of  the  river  valley.  The  full  range  of  Native  American  settlement 
along  the  trench  has  not  been  defined  or  systematically  studied. 
Representative  site  types  need  to  be  identified  for  all  geographic 
contexts  remaining  above  pool  within  the  valley.  Continued  investiga¬ 
tion  of  village  resources  (Study  Unit  2)  and  comprehensive  study  of  the 
full  range  of  nonvillage  sites  along  the  valley  need  to  be  initiated  and 
integrated  with  the  results  of  past  work.  Resources  within  the  Lake 
Oahe  project  will  contribute  information  for  nearly  a  third  of  the  river 
valley  in  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea. 

Minimum  Qualifications:  Evidence  for  surface  features  or  subsurface 
deposits  with  limited  disturbance,  preferably  including  ecofactual  and 
subs i stence- related  materials.  The  size  and  composition  of  an  ideal 
local  sample  remains  to  be  determined. 


Proposed  Nominations:  Eleven  sites  comprising  two  districts  and 
three  individual  site  nominations.  Identification  of  additional 
eligibilities  is  expected. 

STUDY  UNIT  5:  PRECERAMIC  COMPLEXES 

The  earliest  prehistoric  occupations,  during  the  Paleo- 
Indian  and  Archaic  or  Forager  periods,  had  been  previously  investigated 
at  only  two  sites  in  the  study  area  and  were  known  from  only  scattered 
evidence  throughout  the  river  trench.  The  present  Lake  Oahe  inventory 
includes  a  number  of  tentatively  identified  preceramic  components  and 
suggests  that  others  may  become  exposed  through  erosion  of  the  lower 
river  terraces  along  the  lake  shore,  particularly  near  the  mouths  of 
tributary  valleys.  Potential  sources  of  data  which  would  define  the 
range  of  early  prehistoric  use  of  the  river  valley  need  to  be  systemati¬ 
cally  identified  for  comprehensive  study.  Further  study  of  the  Lake  Oahe 
resources  will  provide  an  excellent  opportunity  for  determining  the  type 
of  sample  needed.  However,  recorded  sites  are  being  rapidly  destroyed 
and  will  require  immediate  attention. 

Minimum  Qualifications;  Evidence  for  subsurface  deposits  or 
features  in  association  with  diagnostic  specimens  (or  lithic  patination) 
and,  preferably,  including  ecofactual  remains.  The  size  and  composition 
of  an  ideal  local  sample  remains  to  be  determined. 

Proposed  Nominations:  Three  individual  sites,  two  of  which  are 
included  within  a  district  nomination.  Identification  of  additional 
eligibilities  within  the  survey  area  is  expected. 

STUDY  UNIT  6;  HISTORIC  ARCHITECTURE  AND  ENGINEERING 

Material  evidence  of  historic  Euroamerican  occupation  of  the  river 
valley,  part icularly . that  associated  with  domestic  settlement,  has  not 
been  widely  documented.  Due  to  preinundation  clearing,  few  historic 
structures  remain  on  federal  land  throughout  the  Middle  Missouri  valley. 
Two  of  the  four  sites  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project  with  intact  architectural 
or  engineering  features  are  considered  on  the  basis  of  individual  merits 
to  warrant  determination  of  National  Register  eligibility.  Although  a 
number  of  Euroamerican  archeological  sites  (largely  cleared  farmsteads) 
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have  been  identified  within  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  an  adequate  basis 
for  assessing  their  significance  (e.g.,  importance  to  regional  research) 
is  not  presently  availabie. 

Minimum  Qualifications:  Only  intact  structures  are  considered 
here.  Other  types  of  remains  should  be  addressed  through  differing 
Study  Units. 

Proposed  Nominations:  Two  individual  feature  nominations. 
Eligibility  of  additional  structures  in  the  survey  area  is  not  expected. 

FORM  ORGANIZATION 

Draft  nominations  for  recommended  eligible  sites  and  districts  are 
arranged  in  geographical  sequence,  proceeding  from  the  southern  end  of 
the  Lake  Oahe  project  (Figure  B>1).  Table  B>1  lists  proposed  nomina¬ 
tions  in  order  of  appearance  and  identifies  relevant  study  units  and 
other  key  characteristics. 

Each  nomination  consists  of  textual,  tabular  and  graphic  documenta¬ 
tion  presented  in  standardized  format.  Between  the  covering  and  con¬ 
cluding  data  sheets  of  the  nomination  form,  the  body  of  the  text  is 
organized  as  follows: 

ITEM  7:  DESCRIPTION 

Summary  Statement 
Context 

Previous  Investigations 
Environment 

Boundary  Justification 
Composition  (district  nominations) 

Description  of  Individual  Sites 
(includes  tabular  and  graphic  data) 

Data  Limitations 

ITEM  8:  SIGNIFICANCE 
Summary  Statement 
Discussion 

Sources  of  Key  Information  Potential 


Table  B- 

1.  Individual  sites  and  archeological 

di stricts 

recommended 

for  determine- 

tion  of  National  Register  eligibility;  1979  ) 

Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey, 

South  Dakota. 

-41 

Project 

Study 

Area 

Un i t ( s ) 

Name  of  Nominated  Unit 

mSBMSM 

(Acres) 

Ownership^ 

SOUTHERN 

PLANNING  UNIT 

1 

Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District 
(5  sites) 

1,^ 

A5.0 

federal 

2-3 

Spring  Creek  Archeological  District 
(11  sites) 

1.3.5 

2A2.0 

federal 

(2) 

(Site  39HU173  submitted  and  deter¬ 
mined  eligible  in  I382) 

(1.3) 

(35) 

(federal ) 

3 

Upper  Okobojo  Archeological  District 
(A  sites) 

1.3 

170.0 

federal/private 

3 

Archeological  site  39SL300 

1.3 

3.5 

federal 

5 

Arch i tectural  site  39SL3IO 

6 

1.0 

federal 

6 

Little  Bend  Archeological  District 

2. A 

690.0 

federal 

(3  sites) 

(58) 

CENTRAL 

PLANNING  UNIT 

12 

Little  Cheyenne  Archeological 
District  (3  sites) 

1,3 

65.0 

federal 

16 

Swan  Creek  Archeological  District 
(9  sites) 

3 

80.0 

federal /private? 

16 

Engineering  site  39WW79 

6 

1.0 

federal 

17 

Archeological  site  39WW203 
(Thematic  Village  District) 

2, A, 5 

16.0 

federal 

NORTHERN 

PLANNING  UNIT 

22 

Archeological  site  39CA3 
(Thematic  Village  District) 

2, A 

32.0 

federal/private 

23 

West  Pollock  Archeological  District 
(A  sites) 

3 

80.0 

federal 

2A 

Archeological  site  39CA1 
(Thematic  Village  District) 

2, A 

25.0 

federal 

NOTE:  Nominated  units  are  listed  in  geographical  sequence.  Nomination  forms  are 
arranged  in  the  same  order. 

^Study  Units  are:  1  >  Stone  feature  resources;  2  ■  Earthlodge  village  resources; 

3  “  Creek  valley  settlement;  k  ■  River  valley  settlement;  5  ■  Preceramic  complexes; 
6  ■  Historic  architecture  and  engineering. 

^Extent  of  private  ownership  is  summarized  in  Section  A  (Table  A-20)  and  is 
specifically  identified  in  relevant  nominations. 
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Each  site  or  district  nomination  is  organized  to  permit  individual 
submission,  if  necessary,  and  contains  sufficient  information  for 
independent  evaluation.  However,  given  the  interrelationships  among 
nominations  with  regard  to  significance  (study  units),  the  full  set  of 
recommended  eligibilities  should  be  jointly  accessible  for  review. 
Accordingly,  the  present  document  (Section  B)  contains  all  prior 
submissions  in  order  to  facilitate  concurrent  evaluations. 
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DESCRIPTION 


CONDITION  CHECK  ONE  CHECK  ONE 

2Lexcelunt  deteriorated  J^unaltered  J^originalsite 

2LgOOO  JIrUINS  —ALTERED  —MOVED  DATE _ 

—FAIR  —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE  * 

SUMMARY 

The  proposed  Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District  contains  five  Native  American  sites 
within  an  area  of  I|5  ac  (18.2  ha).  The  district  Is  located  at  the  southern  dissected  edge”, 
of  a  broad,  level  upland  peninsula  (Peoria  Flats)  which  comprises  the  eastern  rim  of  the 
Missouri  River  valley  now  inundated  by  Lake  Oahe  (Figure  1).  Out  of  the  total  sample  of 
stone  circle  sites  (n=23)  recorded  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  three  of  the 
largest  occur  in  close  proximity  within  the  Peoria  Flats  district.  This  unit  also  contains 
the  only  large  stone  mounds  (n=3)  identified  in  the  study  area  and  is  comprised  of  the 
most  densely  aggregated  cluster  of  stone  features  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project.  In  contrast 
to  the  usual  occurrence  of  stone  circles  within  tributary  stream  valleys  elsewhere  in  the 
project,  the  Peoria  Flats  district  uniquely  represents  stone  circle  remains  on  a  prominent 
upland  position  overlooking  the  former  river  valley. 

CONTEXT 

Cultural  resources  contained  within  the  Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District  were 
primarily  identified  as  a  result  of  Class  III  survey  investigations  of  Lake  Oahe  completed 
during  1979  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District,  by  the  University  of 
Nebraska  (Falk  and  Pepperl  n.d.).  A  systematic  program  of  intensive  pedestrian  survey  and 
limited  subsurface  testing  was  conducted  for  all  Federal  lands  along  the  eastern  (left) 
shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  extending  roughly  240  km  (150  mi)  from  Pierre,  South  Dakota,  to  the 
North  Dakota  border.  Within  this  survey  unit  of  approximately  32,000  ac  distributed  along 
more  than  96O  km  (600  mi)  of  shoreline.  Native  American  remains  consisting  of  229  sites  and 
137  isolated  specimen  locations  were  identified.  Sixty  six  of  these  sites  contained  various 
types  of  stone  features,  including  23  sites  with  stone  circles  and  43  others  with  one  or 
more  rock  cairns,  stone  clusters  or  alignments.  4 

Native  American  resources  identified  along  the  11  km  (7mi)  length  of  the  southern  edge 
of  the  Peoria  Flats  peninsula  consist  of  18  sites  and  nine  isolated  specimen  locations. 

Most  of  these  resources  are  concentrated  along  a  5-2  km  (3-2  mi)  segment  of  the  valley  rim.x 
A  cluster  of  five  sites  at  the  center  of  this  distribution  is  of  interest  here  and  consti¬ 
tutes  the  proposed  Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District. 

Previous  Investigations.  The  Middle  Missouri  archeological  subarea  of  the  Plains 
region,  which  encompasses  the  Lake  Oahe  study  area,  has  been  the  subject  of  extensive 
research,  primarily  as  a  result  of  salvage  investigations  carried  out  by  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  and  others  during  the  l950s  and  1960s  prior  to  inundation  of  various  mainstem 

reservoirs  (see  e.g.,  Cooper  1949.  1955).  A  synthesis  of  this  research  is  provided  by 
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Lehmer  (1970;  a  comprehensive  bibliography  of  reported  work  has  been  compiled  by  Petsch 

(1968). 

Prior  to  the  1979  UNL  investigations,  approximately  30  Native  American  sites  had  been 
identified  on  the  lower  river  terrace  in  the  Peoria  Flats  vicinity.  Salvage  excavations  were 
conducted  at  three  sites,  including  39HU1  (Meleen  I9l*9)>  39HU15  (George  19^9).  and  39HU26 
(Hurt  1951*).  However,  only  one  site  (39HU48)  in  the  proposed  Peoria  Flats  District  had  been 
previously  recorded  (Mallory  1950).  Limited  testing  at  this  extensive  stone  circle  site  was 
carried  out  by  Bowers  (unreported),  Bass  (1962),  and  more  recently  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
(Lazio  1977)  in  conjuntion  with  a  proposed  irrigation  project. 

Envi ronment .  In  the  Middle  Missouri  area,  the  distinctive  Missouri  River  trench  extends 
through  the  Missouri  Plateau  of  North  and  South  Dakota  and  is  characterized  by  three  physio¬ 
graphic  zones  (Lehmer  1971:50-53).  The  upper  valley  margins  (breaks)  are  steep  and  heavily 
eroded.  The  second  zone  of  fairly  level  terraces  drops  sharply  to  the  third  unit  comprised 
of  the  river  flood  plain  which  can  be  as  much  as  two  miles  wide.  These  lower  units  have  been 
inundated  by  malnstem  reservoirs  along  much  of  the  central  segment  of  the  Missouri  River. 

Four  vegetational  zones  have  also  been  recognized  (e.g.,  Lehmer  1971:54-55;  Gilbert  1980:12) 
and  include:  1)  short-grass  plains,  especially  in  uplands  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  river, 

2)  tal 1-grass/deciduous  forest  of  the  Missouri  breaks,  3)  grass  covered  terraces  below  the 
breaks,  and  4)  forested  river  flood  plain.  The  dissected  slope  (breaks)  between  the  lower 
terraces  and  the  upper  tableland  (third  terrace)  is  characterized  by  exposures  of  glacial 
till  (cobbles  and  boulders).  The  proposed  Peoria  Flats  district  primarily  occupies  this 
slope,  extending  400  m  from  the  rim  of  the  third  terrace  at  1780  ft  elevation  down  to  the  ^ 
lake  shore  at  1620  ft  elevation,  or  to  approximately  midway  between  the  upper  and  lower  ' 
terraces. 

It 

Boundary  Justification 

The  boundaries  of  the  proposed  Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District  are  defined  to  en¬ 
compass  a  distinctive  topographic  feature  occupied  by  a  cluster  of  stone  feature  sites.  This 
physical  feature  consists  of  an  extension  of  the  upper  tableland  edge  and  associated  ridges 
and  knolls  which  are  separated  from  the  surrounding  slope  by  shallow  ravine  valleys  along  the 
eastern  and  western  margins  of  the  district.  The  45  ac  (18.2  ha)  area  occupied  by  the  district 
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Includes  all  but  two  of  the  stone  feature  sites  recorded  In  this  vicinity.  The  two 
excluded  sites  consist  of  a  single  cairn  {39HU157)  and  a  cluster  of  three  stone  circles 
(39HU156)  which  are  located  on  the  slope  of  an  adjacent  upland  extension.  These  sites 
have  been  omitted  from  the  present  nomination  pending  Investigation  of  the  associated  upland 
extension  which  lies  outside  the  limits  of  the  current  survey  area  and  may  contain  additional 
stone  features. 

As  presently  defined,  the  Peoria  Flats  district  is  comprised  of  closely  distributed  sites 
of  similar  types  which  may  be  culturally  or  funtlonally  interrelated  and,  as  such,  could 
offer  additional  potentials  for  integrated  research  of  the  full  set  of  resources  within  the 
district.  The  presently  known  limits  of  all  sites  in  the  proposed  district  are  contained 
within  the  government  boundary  for  the  Lake  Oahe  project. 

COMPOSITION 

The  proposed  Peoria  Flats  district  Is  comprised  of  five  Native  American  sites,  three 
of  which  contain  stone  features  (Table  1).  One  site  (39HU48),  the  largest  of  Its  type  known 

In  the  Lake  Oahe  area,  occupies  the  entire  width  of  the  upland  point  which  forms  the 

northern  end  of  the  district,  while  the  remaining  sites  are  situated  on  small  ridges  and 
knolls  distributed  on  the  abrupt  slope  below  this  point  (Figure  2).  Within  this  duster  of 
sites,  the  broadest  range  and  largest  number  of  aggregated  stone  features  recorded  in  the 
Oahe  project  are  represented,  including  stone  circles,  mounds,  and  other  miscellaneous  con¬ 
figurations  (Table  2).  For  the  most  part,  present  documentation  for  these  sites  consist 
of  detailed  records  of  surface  features  and  few  artifactual  specimens  have  been  recovered 
(Table  3).  Results  of  work  at  individual  sites  are  briefly  reviewed  below. 

39HU48  consists  of  an  extensive  scatter  (I30  x  347  rn)  of  stone  features  located  along 
the  edge  of  the  level  high  terrace  at  1780  ft  elevation,  approximately  280  m  north  of  the 
Lake  Oahe  shore  (Figures  3  and  4).  The  75  stone  features  recorded  at  this  site  are 

principally  distributed  in  two  clusters  at  the  eastern  and  western  ends  of  the  terrace  point 

(Figure  5)  and  include  66  stone  circles  of  varying  sizes,  2  large  stone  mounds  and  7  other 
clusters  of  stones  (Table  4).  A  limited  quantity  of  chipped  stone  ^X)ls  (n«4),  flaking 
debris  (n»183),  bone  debris  (n*60),  including  fragmented  human  remains,  and  finally,  fire- 
cracked  rock  (n*6)  were  recovered  from  the  surface  and  within  the  upper  40  cm  SO.  of  a 

single  controlled  test.  No  temporally  diagnostic  specimens  weri»  recovered  during  the  1979, 

B-14 


FOR  NFS  USE  ONLY 
RECEIVED 
DATE  ENTERED 


Ofm  No  10  300a 
Rav  10  74) 

UNIThDSTATbS  DtPARl  MbNT  THL  IMI.RIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


CONTINUATION  SHEET  ITEM  NUMBER  7  PAGE  5 


FOR  NPS  USE  ONLY 
RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 


fD 

o 

o 

"o 

4> 

X 

u 

L. 

< 

</v 

4-* 

fZ 


u. 

o 

CL 

QJ 

X  • 

C  O 
—  ^ 
X  fz 
w  o 

4-* 

10  3 
0)  O 
C  to 

10  - 
>• 
C  4) 
O  > 
O  L 
O 
to 

0) 

L 

<0  ^ 
C  to 


X 

tz 


(Z 

u  o 

3  0)  • 

4-*  >  to 
—  0) 

3  ^  E 
L) 


rtj  >- 
(U  cv 


u 

^  4) 

L 

0 

4iJ 

o> 

4) 

0 

0)  O 

a 

4.J 

c 

c 

U 

a; 

X 

C 

>  <0 

c 

4) 

o 

ro 

(Z 

4^  CD 

a 

0 

Z)  W 

4) 

4) 

U 

L. 

E 

O  -D 

rz 

u 

O) 

X 

fZ 

fZ 

L. 

JO 

fO  — 

t. 

4) 

T3 

a> 

<z 

4) 

vt.  u 

a> 

>*  4-» 

c 

o 

0 

iO 

u 

4^ 

0  — 

X  Q- 

a 

0 

X 

4) 

4-> 

4> 

«>-> 

X 

a 

4^  4) 

0 

o. 

ro 

Oi 

3 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o.'o 

3  4) 

K- 

V 

“D 

0 

4) 

fO 

3 

c 

•— 

O  c 

0 

C  X 

4) 

4^ 

X 

Lft 

(0  JO 

C 

o 


fD  4-^ 
>  *4- 
0) 


tz 

10 

u  <*-» 

C  4-1 

•—  J/> 

Q  c 

L  (Q 
tl  UJ 

c  i 

f 

o  c 

<  4) 

Oi 

X 

4.4 

4)  <Z 

&  JO 

>  O 

••  J/> 

L  < 

w  4) 

U 

tz  ^ 

J/)  ^ 

Z  fO 

4)  «D 

O  L 

0 

V  S. 

4^ 

B 

>  u 

0) 

u  •- 

V) 

0^  0) 
w  X 

•j;  I 


o 

-3* 


ur\ 

-a- 


c 

o 

c 

c 

3 


CNJ 


c 

a 

c 

c 

3 


lA 

00 

LA 


C 

B 

c 

c 

3 


o 

o 


c 

B 

c 

c 

3 


o 

o  o 

o  o 

o 

o 

00 

04  -a* 

00  o 

o 

CM 

X  X 

X  Av 

* 

•  • 

j/i 

JO 

•o 

-D 

c 

c 

•o 

c  -o 

-3 

■3 

L 

0 

ro 

4) 

3  Z) 

z> 

4> 

o 

C 

2  c: 

c 

C 

ro 

4->  T3 

O) 

E  O) 

a> 

a> 

O 

c 

•» 

U 

tz 

JO 

4)  JO 

JO 

JO 

T3 

JO 

C  JO 

JO 

JO 

u 

X 

•o 

O 

tz 

0  tz 

10 

•0 

0 

4-» 

Q 

c 

-w  c 

c 

c 

u. 

0 

L 

3 

JO  3 

3 

3 

> 

4> 

* 

a 

•  * 

*  •  * 

•  • 

•  •> 

j/) 

•  « 

•  * 

JO 

JO  JO 

JO 

JO 

4) 

JO 

4) 

4-4 

4> 

4)  — 

•— 

“D 

C 

U 

^  u 

L 

u 

u 

C 

0 

ro 

u 

O  X 

X 

X 

3 

X 

w 

u 

L  4) 

4) 

4> 

•— 

Q 

c 

•— 

—  T5 

•o 

13 

o 

£ 

* 

0 

u 

U 

lO 

u 

O 

U 

U 

4) 

4) 

1 

4) 

4)  — 

•— 

•— 

c 

C 

L. 

4-' 

C 

C  X 

X 

X 

0 

o 

X 

JO 

o 

0  W 

4-* 

4-J 

44 

4-* 

V 

O 

4-4 

4-<  — 

•«> 

•— 

J/) 

JO 

•o 

a 

JO 

JO  — 

CA 

oo 

o^ 

00 

lA 

LA 

LA 

-a’ 

•■V 

3 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

ON 

0% 

ON 

rA 

CA 

fA 

fA 

fA 

B-15 


■or<Tt  No  10  300a 
R«v  l0-74» 

UNlTbDSTATLS  DtPARlMLNTOl  THb  INII.RIOK 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


CONTINUATION  SHEET  ITEM  NUMBER  7  PAGE  ^ 


S»T3  III  SW 

W _ 27*30" _  Hi _ toxOBOjQ  SW)  »K 


Figure  2.  Topographic  map  showing  the  extent  and  composition  of  the  proposed  Peoria  Flats 
Archeological  District,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Adapted  from  U.S.G.S.  Oahe 
Dam  7.5"minute  quadrangle. 


B16 


OR  NFS  USE  ONLY 


Offn  No  10'K)0i 
Nov  10-74) 

LNITLDSTATbS  Dl.PARI  MI.NTOh  TML  INll.KIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


F 

RECEIVED 
DATE  ENTERED 


CONTINUATION  SHEET  ITEM  NUMBER  7 _ RAGE  7 


Table  2.  Summary  of  stone  features  recorded  from  Native  American  sites  located  within  the 
Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District,  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Feature  Type 

39HUI48 

39HUI5I 

39HU158 

Total 

stone  circle 

66 

18 

10 

9^ 

rock  cluster 

6 

0 

0 

6 

stone  1 1 ne 

1 

0 

0 

1 

stone  mound 

2 

0 

1 

3 

Total  Features 

75 

18 

n 
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Table  3*  Cultural  materials  recovered  from  Native  American  sites  located  within  the 
Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District,  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 
Dakota. 
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RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 


Specimen  Category 

39HU48 

39HUI5I 

39HU153 

39HUI58 

39HU179 

CHIPPED  STONE 
Bi face  Tools : 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 


0  0  0 

2  4  3 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

2  4  3 


A 


pointed  fragment  1  0 

irregular  1  0 

Core  Tool : 

non-bipolar  2  0 

Flaking  Debris  183  0 

UNMODIFIED  BONE  60  0 

FIRE-CRACKED  ROCK  6  0 

Specimen  Totals  253  0 


B-lb 


LMTLDSTATtSDLPARIMl  NT  OI  T  HL  IMI.RIOK 
national  park  service 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NPSUSE  ONLY 
RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 


CONTINUATION  SHEET 

A 


ITEM  NUMBER 


PAGE  9 


Figure  3.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District. 

A)  Aerial  view  of  the  district  facing  north  (UNL  Neg.  No.  11-13)*  B)  View  of 
the  terrace  edge  at  39HUii8  facing  northeast  (UNL  Neg.  No.  S'lS)* 
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Figure  k.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District. 

A)  View  of  stone  circle  (Feature  B-10)  at  39HUA8  facing  southeast  (UNL  Neg.  No 
2-27).  B)  View  of  western  stone  nwund  at  39HUA8  facing  southwest  (UNL  Neg.  No 
5-12). 
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Figure  S.  Contour  map  of  site  39HU48  showing  the  distribution  and  relative  sizes  of 
observed  stone  features. 
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Tdble  4.  Su  -.MY  scone  features  recorded  at  s*te  39HUit8.  Lake  Oahc  last  Store  Survey,  South 
OakcLO . 


F  N  u  u  r  c 

Hj  A  i  muir. 

Orientation^ 

Stone* 

1.0  V  r 

Ooscr i PI  1 un 

Ot..H:.-iSiCn^  of 

naBiniuffl  Lertgth 

Count 

Convnenis 

1 

Stone  circle 

k  .  SO  d<  .4.  icr 

32 

s  loi  e  c  i  1  c  le 

6.2S  diu-'ftcr 

32 

3 

stone  ci rc  le 

5-75  length 
k.SO  w.Jth 

mi3*e 

32 

2  interior  sioncs 

stone  C i rc  Ic 

7 . 00  d  lanieter 

71 

3  Interior  stones,  eJr* 

: 

Stone  Circle 

6.12  d  t  ar..i:  ( e  r 

97 

c 

stone  circle 

5-50  di amt  ter 

30 

7 

Stone  cifde 

S-  75  diair  »{er 

61 

edge  groups 

'' 

stone  circle 

6. 50  length 

5.50  v/i dth 

Nl}*£ 

kl 

1  interior  st'^ne 

9 

stone  circle 

6.00  diaiK-ter 

98 

JO 

Slor>c  circle 

6.00  diu-ietcr 

59 

edge  groups 

1 1 

Sinn«  Circle 

6.00  dia'i'Cter 

53 

edge  groups 

Stv'iv  circle 

6 ■  00  d*.)‘ V t e> 

51 

i  ; 

a  1  u  n  0  c  1 1  c  1  c 

5  Ou  Icn.^iti 

55 

1  CAterior  stone,  edge  groups 

' 

s  l..ne  Circle 

3  SC  length 

N332”t 

95 

disturbed.  7  interior  stonis 

Stone  c  1  <  1.  le 

5  75  d/u-n  ter 

75 

edge  groups 

1 6 

Stone  c  i  rc  Ic 

6.  SO  U-r.otJ. 

S.  So  -li  Jl  h 

N3U*E 

25 

17 

Stone  c i rc  l« 

7. CO  Iwogih 

6.00  .Ni  Jih 

Nk5*t 

59 

edge  groups 

1  c 

sinnc  circle 

6.00  <Ji  u-N.  .vr 

53 

1 3 

sioiie  circle 

5.  75  Ungih 

5.00  tri  dt  h 

N305*t 

59 

edge  gro^ips 

20 

sinnc  circle 

k.75  Icn'Tth 

3.00  width 

N80*t 

12 

21 

Atone  circle 

$.00  <1ia**»oicr 

97 

77 

Stone  Circle 

5-  00  rl  ioTncier 

kk 

7‘: 

<  tone  circle 

k.50  di'imctcr 

k6 

depression  nmy.75Ti)  sw 
CAterior;  2  CAterior  stones 

2k 

stone  circle 

6.50  length 
k.  50  width 

NS’E 

39 

25 

Stone  circle 

5.00  di a'^’eter 

95 

1  interior  stone;  edge  group 

26 

rock  cluster 

O.kO  length 

O.kQ  width 

••332'E 

7 

27 

Sionn  circle 

k . 50  length 
k . 00  width 

N3II*E 

37 

S  eAtcrior  stones;  edre  group 

Stone  1 1 ne 

1.50  length 

0.50  width 

wgo'C 

7 

3m  south  of  F27 

28 

stone  circle 

5- So  di.s-'eter 

99 

ant  hill  NE  edge 

29 

rock  cluster 

30 

stone  circle 

}.  75  dinngter 

23 

31 

stone  circle 

6.25  length 

5.50  wi dth 

'<356*E 

35 

32 

stone  ci rcle 

6. So  length 
'  6. 00  width 

N352-E 

59 

edge  group 

33 

stone  circle 

5. 75  diameter 

30 

39 

stone  circle 

6.00  length 

S. so  width 

H50*t 

37 

35 

stone  circle 

5.50  diameter 

3J 

edge  group 

37 

stone  cl rcle 

6. 25  diatneter 

15 

^Orientation  frum  magnetic  north  of  line  through  ettaimiae  Uimention 

1  is  indicated  (direction  is  recorded 

v>n  1  y  I  i 

thin  first  and  fourth 

coapass  guadranis). 

*  Oi^'iiDc  r 

of  strmes  associated 

with  each  feature  is 

based  on  surface 

:  evidence 
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Table 

Sumr^ry  of  Stone  features  recorded 
Dakota  (continued). 

*t  site  39MU5e. 

Lake  Oahe 

Cast  Shore  Survey,  South 

K  j  »  uTC 

njA  inia<i> 

Orientation^ 

Stone  ^ 

1* 

Lesc  r 1  pi  I  on 

OinicOjions  of 

rtaAimum  Length 

Count 

CoflYTtfnt  s 

38 

s lonc  circle 

5.00 

d  I  ante  ter 

78 

39 

Mono  circle 

5.75 

length 

n360‘£ 

79 

5.75 

wi  Jth 

**: 

Slone  c i rc  le 

5.00 

diaoicter 

20 

1 1 

siu'a  circle 

5.00 

dia-.citr 

1 1 

sio'cc  Circle 

5.00 

dia-v-ter 

26 

-3 

sioiic  c  i  rc  k 

5.75 

length 

N72*£ 

21 

k.OO 

>«idth 

<8- 

Stone  c i rc  le 

6.  GO 

d  i  ar.ic  t  e  r 

55 

1  interior  stone 

1.^ 

Slo-v  circle 

6.00 

diancier 

67 

edge  groups 

Ul 

stone  C i rc lu 

5.50 

length 

n77S‘£ 

62 

5.00 

iwidth 

Stone  circle 

6.00 

length 

N5*£ 

57 

5  50 

nidlh 

*.0 

ruuk  c  luster 

3. 75 

Ungtt' 

n58-£ 

9 

3  50 

.«•  Jtl. 

*^3 

s  1 0  •  w  M  c  k 

C.OG 

len  ,ih 

26 

partial  ring;  ("'th  secuo 

f  uC  <5  line 

6.00 

k'r...th 

n:5‘£ 

9 

3  50 

.11  J|  li 

i  : 

sto'.e  ci  rc  ie 

6 .  Co 

d»  J.  <ctcr 

68 

edge  groups 

a 

stone  C  i  1  «  k- 

1..50 

d  i  d>  *1.- 1  u  r 

22 

ii 

s  ton*,  t  i  1  V  k 

5,75 

Ji  til  -v  ter 

16 

stot.c  circle 

ii.50 

d  1  OAK.  1 0  r 

16 

c . 

stoov  circle 

6.00 

k-nyih 

HO’l 

26 

edge  group 

5.75 

V'#  1  d  1 » 

stone  circle 

6.25 

length 

«87‘C 

57 

I  interior  stone,  edge  grou. 

?.00 

width 

w 

stone  circle 

6.50 

diameter 

73 

Sc 

rouk  cluster 

7.75 

length 

MtTl 

16 

2.00 

width 

55 

rock  cluster 

5.75 

length 

N787’£ 

78 

7.75 

width 

60 

stone  circle 

6.00 

diameter 

17 

62 

stone  circle 

6.75 

length 

M72*£ 

9 

6.00 

width 

6*i*noriri 

Stone  circle 

10.00 

length 

•I320*£ 

73 

2  adjacent  stone  rings;  6 

8.00 

VI  i  d  t  h 

CAterior  stones 

6  **  ■  i  ou  t  n 

stone  c i rc  le 

7.00 

diameter 

85 

St One  circle 

6.00 

length 

N357’E 

1  1 

5. 50 

width 

6u 

stone  circle 

6.50 

di  axle  ter 

16 

di sturbed 

67 

rock  cluster 

2.00 

length 

»t300*E 

9 

1.50 

width 

68 

stone  circle 

6.00 

1  engi h 

tl775'£ 

12 

A.  00 

i  Jl  h 

70 

Stone  c  i  rc  le 

5.75 

length 

*i60'C 

35 

3  CAterior  stones 

5.00 

wi  dih 

71 

SlOnw  circle 

6.00 

length 

n68*£ 

79 

5. 50 

VI f  U 1  h 

7; 

s  tone  c 1 rc  k 

6.00 

dioi.ictcr 

15 

75 

Stone  Circle 

7.75 

length 

'<335‘t 

9 

1  Interior  stone 

6.00 

VI  i  d  t  r. 

/5 

roCA  c  luster 

1.50 

length 

»t35"E 

77 

1.75 

width 
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Table  k  .  Sumnary  of  sion\:  features  re'orde4  Bt  site  )9HU<i6.  Lake  ISehe  Eest  Shore  Survey,  South 
Oekete  (coAc  t  ude^)  ■ 


' ca  t  ure 

haxi  muRi 

Orientation* 

Stone^ 

Description 

Dimensions 

of  naAimum  Length 

Count 

Comnents 

li 

stone  circle 

6. 75  length 

6.00  width 

N3U*£ 

22 

77 

Sione  circle 

5.00  diameter 

7 

80cm  (diameter)  depression 
circle  interior 

73 

stone  circle 

k .  50  di  ar>ie t er 

7 

75 

stone  circle 

5. 50  length 

5.00  width 

t(3l5‘£ 

70 

edge  groups 

80 

Stone  nound 

n.OO  dian«ter 

ei 

Stone  Piound 

Iti.OO  length 

12.00  width 

N3I0‘E 

M£AI.  VALUES  (n^D 

K  -  5.73 

i  -  36.38 

s  -  1 .01 

s  ■  >0.78 

‘“.ri.riTt;  ,n  t  r  •j  nufih  of  line  through  mcAimwir  dimension  is  Indicated  (direction  is  recorded 

uMi,  fiithin  first  and  fourth  corpasa  quadrants). 

“ Uor-tii. r  of  stones  associated  ><i(h  each  feature  is  based  on  surface  evidence. 
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1979  UNL  Investigation.  However  previous  work  at  this  site  yielded  ceramics  attributed  to 
the  Plains  Woodland  period  and  a  metal  projectile  point  indicative  of  post-contact  period 
use  of  the  area  (Mallory  1950).  Apparently  these  earlier  investigations  focused  on  recovery 
of  burials  from  one  or  both  of  the  large  stone  mounds  and  other  aspects  of  the  site  were  not 
documented.  Evidence  of  extensive  disturbance  in  the  centers  of  both  mounds  was  noted  during 
the  1979  UNL  investigation.  Although  extensive  testing  was  not  conducted  in  l979t  detailed 
records  were  made  of  the  extent  and  condition  of  all  observed  surface  features.  With  the 
exception  of  an  open  irrigation  trench  across  the  eastern  portion  of  the  site,  the  area  with¬ 
in  the  government  boundary  (south  of  the  fence)  appears  to  be  undisturbed.  The  area  north 
of  the  fence  is  cultivated  but  no  evidence  of  cultural  remains  was  noted  during  a  general 
reconnaissance  of  the  field.  Site  39HU48  is  well  above  (I6O  ft)  lake  shore  elevation  (1620  ft) 
and  is  not  currently  affected  by  operation  of  Lake  Oahe. 

39HUI 51  consists  of  an  alignment  of  stone  circles  distributed  (57  x  86  m)  along  the  crest 
of  a  low  narrow  ridge  which  projects  into  Lake  Oahe  at  1620-161|0  ft  elevation  (Figure  6).  The 
site  is  directly  downslope  and  approximately  250  m  south  from  site  39HU48  (Figure  7)-  Most  of 
the  18  stone  circles  at  this  site  are  aligned  in  two  roughly  parallel  lines.  These  features 
are  quite  uniform  in  size  (Table  5)  and  have  a  mean  diameter  only  slightly  smaller  than  that  of 
the  more  varied  circle  sizes  at  39HUl|8.  No  artifactual  specimens  were  noted  on  the  surface  or 
in  an  uncontrolled  test.  A  thin  deposit  of  soil  overlies  glacial  till  in  this  area.  The 
surface  has  been  moderately  grazed  and  is  eroding  along  the  margins  of  the  ridge.  One  stone 
circle  has  been  truncated  by  shoreline  erosion.  No  evidence  of  a  cultural  deposit,  however, 
was  detected  in  the  lake  cut  bank.  ^ 

m 

39HUI53  consists  of  ten  stone  circles  and  a  low  stone  mound  distributed  on  two  adjacent 
knolls  (65  X  89  ni)  at  1680-1700  ft  elevation  on  the  slope  directly  below  and  roughly  I50  m 
south  of  site  39HUA8  (Figure  8).  The  lake  shore  is  approximately  120  m  to  the  south.  The  *1 
stone  circles  at  this  site  range  from  3-8  to  5*5  m  in  diameter  (Table  6)  and  generally  are 
smaller  than  those  at  sites  39HUli8  and  39HU151*  The  stone  mound  at  this  site  is  probably 
the  "south  mound"  referred  to  by  Bass  (1962)  in  his  field  notes  for  site  39HU48.  An  8  x  10 
ft  area  was  excavated  by  Bass  into  the  center  of  the  mound;  human  remains  and  limited 
Woodland  period  ceramics  were  recovered,  suggesting  this  mound  may  be  culturally  related  to 
the  rwo  similar  but  larger  features  at  site  39HUk8.  Possible  relationships  of  the  mounds  to 
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Figure  7.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District. 

A)  Overview  of  site  39HUI5I  facing  south  from  the  terrace  edge  at  site  39HU48 
(UNL  Neg.  No.  5-20).  B)  General  view  of  site  39^015'  facing  north  upslope 
toward  site  39HUI48  (UNL  Neg.  No.  36*22). 
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Table  5  .  Summary  of  Slone  features  recorded  at  site  39HU151;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey.  South 
Dakota . 


Fea  tore 

Max i mum 

Orientation* 

Stone* 

Numbe  r 

Desc  r i p t i on 

Oi  mens  ions 

of  Maximum  Length 

Count 

Commen  ts 

1 

Stone 

ci rc  le 

k.25  diameter 

15 

2 

stone 

circle 

5.50  length 
5.00  width 

N25*E 

kk 

edge  group 

3 

S  tone 

ci  rcle 

6.00  length 
5.50  width 

N3kr£ 

k6 

1  interior  stone; 

edge  group 

k 

s  tone 

c i rcle 

5.50  diameter 

31 

5 

stone 

circle 

5.25  diameter 

kO 

edge  grt.up 

6 

stone 

c  i  rcle 

k.75  diameter 

3) 

1  exterior 

7 

stone 

circle 

5.25  length 

N275'’E 

35 

1  interior  stone. 

5.00  width 

stone 

8 

stone 

circle 

5.00  diameter 

53 

edge  group 

9 

s  tone 

circle 

5.50  length 
5.00  width 

N30k*E 

k2 

edge  groups 

10 

stone 

circle 

6.00  dianicter 

kO 

2  interior  stones 

;  edge  group 

1 1 

s  tone 

circle 

6.00  length 

5.50  width 

N33k°E 

30 

edge  group 

12 

s  tone 

circle 

6.00  length 
5.50  width 

N3k6'E 

27 

13 

s  tone 

circle 

k.50  length 
k  .  00  width 

NII'E 

'0 

Ik 

s  tone 

c i  rcle 

5. 50  length 

6.50  width 

N3k8’E 

13 

15 

stone 

c  i  rc  le 

6.00  length 
5.00  width 

N16'’E 

30 

^Orientation  from  magnetic  north  of  line  through  maximum  dimension  is  indicated  (direction  is  recorded 
only  within  first  and  fourth  compass  quadrants). 

^Number  of  stones  a'sociated  with  each  feature  is  based  on  surface  evidence. 
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Table  5  •  Summary  of  storte  features  recorded  at  site  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 

Dakota  (concluded). 


Feature  Maximum  Orientation^  Stone- 

Number  Description  Dimensions  of  Maximum  Length  Count  Comments 


16 

s  tone  circle 

5.50  length 

5.00  width 

N35k'“E 

27 

edge 

group 

17 

Stone  ci rcle 

6.00  length 

5.00  width 

N3k'’£ 

28 

18 

stone  circle 

5.00  length 

N37*£ 

31 

east 

edge  of  circle  on  band 

k . 50  width 

edge 

MEAN 

VALUES  (n=l8) 

X  -  5.k2 

X  -  31.89 

s  -  0.53 

s  -  11.  Ik 

^Orientation  from  magnetic  north  of  line  through  maximum  dimension  is  indicated  (direction  is  recorded 
only  within  first  and  fourth  compass  quadrants). 

^Number  of  stones  associated  with  each  feature  is  based  on  surface  evidence. 
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Figure  8.  Contour  map  showing  the  distribution  and  size  of  stone  features  recorded  at 
site  39HUI53.  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
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Table  6 

.  Summary  of  stone 

features  recorded  at 

s  i  te 

39HU153;  Lake 

Oahe  East  Shore 

• 

Survey,  South  Dakota. 

Feature 

Number 

Descript  ion 

Maximum  Di¬ 
ameter  (m) 

Stone 

Count 

Comments 

1 

stone  circle 

5.50 

2 

stone  circle 

5.00 

3 

stone  circle 

k.kS 

4 

stone  circle 

5.05 

5 

stone  circle 

4.85 

6 

stone  ci rcle 

4.00 

7 

stone  circle 

5.15 

8 

stone  circle 

5.25 

9 

stone  circle 

3.80 

10 

stone  circle 

4.50 

1 1 

stone  mound 

9.00 

70 

pothole 

near  center  of 

mound  3 

X  ^  X  0.8  m 

MEAN 

VALUES  (n=lO) 

x«  4.85 

s-  0.58 

** 

> 
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Stone  circles  at  either  site  have  not  been  determined.  The  eastern  portion  of  39HUI53 
(east  of  the  fence)  has  been  grazed  and  is  well  exposed  (Figure  9)*  The  western  portion  is 
covered  by  moderate  to  dense  grass  and  is  not  readily  visible;  other  features  may  be  present 
in  this  area.  The  site  is  situated  60-80  ft  above  lake  shore  elevation  (1620  ft)  and  is 
currently  not  affected  by  operation  of  Lake  Oahe. 

39HU1 58  is  located  at  1700  ft  elevation  on  the  top  of  a  small  knoll  roughly  100  m  north 
of  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe  and  approximately  75  southwest  of  39HU48.  One  fragment  of 
chipped  stone  flaking  debris  and  three  non-tool  cores  were  collected  from  the  surface  of  the 
site,  which  covers  an  estimated  100  m^  area  (Figure  10).  The  site  is  not  presently  assignable 
to  a  specific  cultural  period.  This  small  scatter  of  llthic  debris  is  located  80  ft  above  lake 
shore  elevation  (1620  ft)  and  is  currently  grazed  but  not  otherwise  affected  by  the  operation 
of  Lake  Oahe. 

39HU1 79  is  located  at  1720  ft  elevation  on  the  surface  of  the  south  face  of  a  steep  ridge 
slope  ca  50  m  directly  below  39HU48.  The  shore  of  Lake  Oahe  is  approximately  200  m  to  the 
south.  A  small  scatter  of  chipped  stone  flaking  debris  (3)  was  collected  from  a  10  m*  area. 

A  temporal  assignment  has  not  been  made.  The  site  is  located  100  ft  above  lake  shore  eleva¬ 
tion  (1620  ft)  and  is  currently  not  affected  by  the  operation  of  Lake  Oahe. 

DATA  LIMITATIONS 

The  presence  of  subsurface  remains  has  been  confirmed  only  at  site  39HU48.  The  remain¬ 
ing  four  sites  in  the  proposed  Peoria  Flats  district  are  known  only  by  surface  materials  or 
features  and  the  liklihood  for  intact  subsurface  deposits  has  not  been  defined.  Additionally, 

‘  potentials  for  taxonomic  assignment  of  these  sites  on  the  basis  of  current  data  is  limited. 

Materials  from  sites  39HU158  and  39HU179  are  restricted  to  lithic  debris  and  no  specimens 
I  were  encountered  at  site  39HU15I-  In  general,  only  limited  quantities  of  artifactual  materials 
would  be  expected  at  any  of  the  sites  in  the  proposed  district. 

Past  disturbances  to  cultural  resources  within  the  district  are  apparent  at  two  sites. 

An  irrigation  trench  extends  through  the  eastern  portion  of  site  39HUii8,  though  there  is  no 
evidence  for  destruction  of  particular  surface  features  or  deposits.  Past  excavation  and 
pothunting  have  resulted  in  partial  destruction  of  the  mounds  at  39HUA8  and  39HUI53>  Site 
39HU48  may  have  extended  northward  beyond  the  current  fence  but  cultivation  in  this  area  would 
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Figure  9-  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District. 

A)  View  of  stone  mound  at  39HU153  facing  north  toward  39HU48  on  high  terrace  in 
background  (UNL  Neg.  No.  2-2k) .  B)  General  view  of  39HU153  facing  south  from 
39HUi*8  (UNL  Neg.  No.  2-32). 
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Figure  10.  Plan  map  showing  the  distribution  of  collected  lithic  specimens  at  site  39HU158 
Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
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have  destroyed  any  stone  features  that  may  have  been  present  outside  federal  property. 
Surface  and  bank  erosion  was  noted  at  site  39HUl5i  where  at  least  one  stone  circle  has  been 
disturbed  by  slumping  of  the  lake  bank. 
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SPECIFIC  DATES  BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 
SUMMARY  STATEMENT 

The  significance  of  the  proposed  Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District  lies  principally  in 
opportunities  for  recovery  of  data  concerning  the  numerous  stone  features  at  three  of  the 
five  sites  in  the  district  (Study  Unit  1).  Most  importantly,  these  resources  can  contribute 
uniquely  to  research  of  stone  feature  remains  by  merit  of  the  anomalous  physical  context 
occupied  by  the  proposed  district  and  the  presence  of  types  and  quantities  of  features  which 
apparently  do  not  remain  elsewhere  in  the  study  area. 


DISCUSSION 

Stone  features  are  a  common  but  largely  unstudied  aspect  of  Native  American  settlement 
of  the  Plains.  The  stone  mounds  in  the  proposed  district,  apparently  Woodland  period  burial 
mounds,  are  the  only  features  of  this  type  recorded  in  the  study  area.  Stone  circles  are 
more  commonly  represented  but  do  not  occur  in  as  closely  aggregated  patterns  as  represented 
in  the  Peoria  Flats  district.  Additionally,  the  district  provides  the  only  example  of  stone 
circles  occurring  In  upland  positions  overlooking  the  former  river  valley.  Accordingly,  the 
Peoria  Flats  district  offers  a  unique  opportunity  to  expand  the  concerns  of  past  research  con¬ 
cerning  Native  American  use  of  the  river  trench  in  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea  (also  see 
General  Significance  Statement).  This  potential  centers  principally  on  study  related  to  sur- 

*  face  features  represented  at  three  sites  within  the  district. 

6 

Surface  Features.  Stone  circles  are  the  predominant  forms  represented  at  site  39HU48, 
39HUI5I  and  39HU153*  These  features,  often  labeled  "tipi  rings'  are  generally  considered  to 
**  mark  temporary  dwelling  locations  associated  with  nomadic  settlement  systems  (cf.  Kehoe  1958, 
I96O;  Malouf  1961).  Studies  in  surrounding  regions  indicate  that  both  prehistoric  and 
historic  occupations  are  represented  by  such  remains  (e.g.,  Flayharty  and  Morris  197li;  Good  and 
Hauf  1979;  Haberman  and  Schneider  1975;  Hoffman  1973;  Jensen  1973;  Keyser  1979;  Molloy  1950). 

In  addition  to  comparative  evaluations  with  respect  to  similar  site  types  in  contrasting  con¬ 
texts  elsewhere  in  the  study  area,  investigation  of  intrasite  and  intradistrict  variability  in 
the  construction,  morphology,  and  distribution  of  stone  features  should  contribute  importantly 
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toward  understanding  associated  patterns  of  settlement  and  land  use  which  presently  remain 
undefined  in  the  Middle  Missouri  area. 

Although  earthen  burial  mounds  attributed  to  Woodland  period  populations  have  been 
previously  investlQated  at  a  number  of  sites  along  the  Missouri  River  trench  in  North  and 
South  Dakota,  largely  west  of  the  river  (e.g.,  Neuman  1975),  information  concerning  stone 
mounds  has  not  been  systematically  developed.  The  possibility  that  the  mounds  at  sites  39HU48 
and  39HU153  are  of  Woodland  period  origin  would  afford  an  opportunity  to  expand  upon  prior 
studies  of  mortuary  practices  and  related  objectives  for  this  period  which  at  present,  is  not 
well  defined  within  the  Middle  Missouri  area. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL  DATA 

Universal  Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  coordinates  are  provided  for  major  Juncture  points 
around  the  district  margin  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  district 

ZONE/ EASTING/NORTHING  (meters) 


A) 

B) 

C) 
0) 

E) 

F) 


iV384120/A2265l0 
IV  38^*590/^2265 10 
14/384540/1*226160 
14/384380/4925990 
14/384220/4226110 
14/384110/4226250 


Verbal  Boundary  Description.  Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  district 
Itpoint  A)  and  proceeding  in  a  clockwise  manner,  the  district  margin  extends  east  along  the 
fenceline  (government  boundary)  for  4/0  m  to  the  center  of  a  narrow  ravine  valley  (point  B); 
then,  south/ southwest  down  the  valley  slope  for  270  m  to  the  Lake  Oahe  shoreline  (point  C) 
where  the  margin  of  the  district  extends  ca  450  m  west  along  the  shore  to  another  ravine 
valley  (point  0)  which  marks  the  western  margin  of  the  district.  This  valley  extends  240  m 
north,  returning  to  point  A. 

Universal  Transverse  Mercator  references  for  individual  sites  within  the  proposed 
Peoria  Flats  Archeological  District  are  provided  in  Table  7. 
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Table  7.  Listing  of  Universal  Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  coordinates  for  major 
Juncture  points  of  individual  site  boundaries  within  the  proposed 
Peoria  Flats  ARcheolog ical  District,  Hughes  County,  South  Dakota. 


Site  Number 

UTM  Coordinates  (Zone  \k) 

and  Boundary  Point 

Easting  (m)  Northing  (m) 

351HUI48 


A)  northeast  corner 

381*1*80 

1*926500 

B)  southeast  corner 

381*1*95 

1*9261*50 

C)  southwest  corner 

381*190 

1*9261*00 

0)  northwest  corner 

381*21*0 

1*926500 

39HUI5I 

A)  center  of  site 

381*390 

1*9261 10 

39HU153 

A)  center  of  eastern  area 

381*390 

1*926270 

B)  center  of  western  area 

381*21*5 

1*926225 

39HUt58 

A)  center  of  site 

381*120 

1*926385 

39HU179 

A)  center  of  site 


381*255 


1*926320 
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B  DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION  CHECK  ONE  CHECK  ONE 

Ji£XC£LLENT  _0£T£RlO»IAT£D  _0NA1.T£II£0  XORlGINAt  SITE 

■^GOOO  i^RUINS  —AtTlREO  ..MOVED  DATE _ 

—EAIR  .UNEXROSEO 

DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE 
The  proposed  Spring  Creek  Archeological  District  is  comprised  of  eleven  Native  American 
sites  and  seven  isolated  Native  American  specimen  locations  which  occupy  a  land  area  of  2^2 
ac  (98  ha)  within  the  Spring  Creek  Recreation  Area  administered  by  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District.  In  addition  to  stratified  deposits  at  one  location,  seven  other 
sites  contain  intact  surface  features  comprised  of  stone  remains  such  as  stone  circles  and 
various  rock  clusters  and  cairns.  These  resources  are  concentrated  along  both  sides  of  a 
3  km  (2  mi)  long  segment  of  the  lower  reaches  of  the  former  Spring  Creek  channel,  an 
eastern  tributary  of  the  Missouri  River  now  inundated  by  Lake  Oahe  (Figure  1).  This  geo¬ 
graphic  unit,  in  conjunction  with  other  select  Lake  Oahe  properties,  offers  significant 
opportunities  for  investigation  of  previously  unstudied  creek  valley  settlement  patterns  and 
stone  feature  remains  within  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea. 

CONTEXT 

All  cultural  resources  comprising  the  proposed  Spring  Creek  Archeological  District 
were  identified  as  a  result  of  Class  III  survey  investigations  conducted  in  1979  by  the 
University  of  Nebraska  (UNL)  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (Falk 
and  Pepper],  in  preparation).  An  intensive  (100%  coverage)  pedestrian  survey  was  completed 

for  all  Federal  lands  (ca.  32,000  ac)  along  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe.  This  unit 

extends  approximately  240  km  (150  mi)  from  the  dam  axis  near  Pierre,  South  Dakota  to  the 
North  Dakota  border.  Evidence  of  Native  American  habitation  and  resource  use,  including 
villages,  stone  features,  and  various  debris  scatters,  were  identified  at  229  sites  and 
137  isolated  locations.  Extensive,  controlled  surface  investigations  and  a  limited  pro¬ 
gram  of  controlled  subsurface  testing  were  also  implemented  to  document  and  to  assess  the 
recorded  resource  inventory.  Potentially  productive  lake  bank  exposures  of  buried  pre¬ 
village  remains  were  recorded  at  only  three  previously  unknown  locations  during  the  1979 

survey.  One  of  these  sites  (37HU174)  is  located  within  the  Spring  Creek  District.  Sixty 

tou.  sites  containing  stone  features  were  identified  within  both  creek  valley  and  river 
valley  contexts.  Of  this  sample,  the  most  densely  distributed  example  of  creek  valley 
sites  with  stone  features  is  represented  by  the  proposed  Spring  Creek  Archeological 
District.  One  of  these  sites  (39HU173)  was  previously  determined  eligible  to  the  National 
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Figure  I.  Map  showing  the  general  location  of  the  proposed  Spring  Creek  Archeological 
District  within  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  Hughes  and  Sully  counties, 

South  Dakota. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

Spring  Creek  is  one  of  few  relatively  small  eastern  tributaries  of  the  Missouri  River, 
a  situation  attributed  to  the  effects  of  Pleistocene  glacial  advancement  within  the  Missouri 
Plateau  area  of  the  Northern  Plains  region,  the  western  and  southern  limits  of  which  are 
marked  by  the  deeply  incised  river  trench  (see  e.g.,  Flint  1 957 : 1 68“ 1 69;  Lehmer  1971:^9"50). 
Deposits  of  transported  glacial  till,  including  cobbles  and  boulders,  are  exposed  on  the 
small  ridges  and  knolls  of  the  valley  rim  at  the  edge  of  the  flat,  treeless,  loess  uplands 
along  the  lower  reaches  of  Spring  Creek-  The  lower  terraces  and  bottomland  of  the  creek 
valley  and  the  river  trench  are  i nundated  by  Lake  Oahe.  Prior  to  inundation,  the  heavily 
dissected  walls  of  the  canyon-like  valley  of  Spring  Creek  dropped  sharply  over  100  ft  to  the 
narrow  creek  bottom.  The  Missouri  River  channel  was  located  2  km  (1.2  mi)  to  the  west. 

PREVIOUS  INVESTIGATIONS 

Extensive  previous  survey  and  excavation  efforts  wlhin  the  Middle  Missouri  Archeological 
subarea  of  the  Plains  were  largely  salvage  programs  carried  out  from  the  late  I9^0s  to  early 
1960s  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution-River  Basin  Surveys  and  others  prior  to  construction  of 
five  mainstem  reservoirs  including  Oahe  (Lehmer  1971:3“7)*  Major  excavations  were  limited 
primarily  to  earthlodge  village  remains  located  on  the  lower  river  terraces.  Previllage 
components  received  little  attention  although  occasional  sites,  particularly  Woodland  period 
mounds,  were  excavated  (e.g.,  Neuman  1975)  and  limited  preceramic  remains  were  also  reported 
(e.g.,  Neuman  1961*).  Creek  valleys  and  upper  elevations  within  the  river  breaks  zone  were 
not  intensively  investigated.  No  resources  were  previously  identified  within  the  general 
Soring  Creek  area. 

DISTRICT  BOUNDARY  JUSTIFICATION 

The  proposed  Spring  Creek  Archeological  District  is  defined  to  include  all  intact 
evidence  of  Native  American  utilization  of  a  distinct  geographic  unit  previously  unstudied 
within  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea,  in  this  case,  the  lower  reaches  of  Spring  Creek.  However 
one  site  (39HU182)  which  has  been  largely  destroyed  by  a  major  land  slip  is  excluded  outside 
the  district  boundary. 

The  geographic  space  (ca.  2li2  ac)  encompassing  this  concentration  of  resources  consists 
of  narrow  (ca.  50-400  m  wide)  shoreline  strips  along  each  side  of  the  creek  valley  rim 
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extending  from  a  site  (39HUi7^)  recorded  at  the  mouth  of  the  valley  to  the  uppermost  site 
(39HU169)  located  3  kni  (2  mi)  upstream  (Figure  2).  For  the  most  part,  the  limits  of  this 
unit  follow  the  present  U.S.'  Government  property  line  which  is  marked  in  the  field  by 
boundary  monuments  and,  in  some  cases,  by  fence  lines. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  total  unit  to  investigation  of  land  use  and  settle¬ 
ment  patterns,  each  site  within  this  cluster  of  resources  is  relevant  to  the  descriptive 
integrity  of  the  District  and  thus  is  a  necessary  component  of  the  proposed  National  Register 
property.  Only  areas  inundated  by  the  Lake  Oahe  embayment  are  excluded  from  consideration. 
The  known  limits  of  all  included  resources  are  contained  entirely  within  the  U.S.  Government 
property  boundary. 

DISTRICT  COMPOSITION 

The  principal  components  of  the  proposed  Spring  Creek  Archeological  District  (Table  1) 
consist  of;  1)  a  complex  of  stone  feature  remains  (Table  2)  located  along  both  sides  of  the 
valley  which  involve  extensive  surface  feature  and  debris  scatters  at  two  sites  as  well  as 
limited  remains  or  single  features  at  five  sites;  2)  an  extensive  lithic  and  ceramic  site 
with  stratified  deposits  located  at  the  juncture  of  the  creek  and  river  valleys;  3)  three 
lithic  debris  scatters  situated  at  upper  elevations  on  narrow  ridges  south  of  the  former 
creek  channel,  and,  k)  seven  isolated  chipped  stone  specimens  distributed  along  the  length 
of  the  southern  edge  of  the  district. 

Ceramic  materials  recovered  at  one  site  and  lithic  specimens  from  three  sites  indicate 
that  preceramic.  Woodland,  and  Plains  Village  period  occupations  are  represented  within  the 
di  strict. 

Cultural  materials  recovered  at  seven  of  the  eleven  sites  are  summarized  in  Table  3* 
Brief  site-specific  descriptions  are  provided  below. 

39HUI69  is  located  on  a  small  ridge  peninsula  extending  from  the  south  shore  of  the 
Lake  Oahe  embayment  at  1630  ft  elevation.  Cultural  materials  are  located  within  20-AO  m 
of  the  shoreline.  Two  stone  circles  and  a  small  scatter  of  chipped  stone  tools,  flaking 
debris  and  bone  fragments  were  observed  within  a  surface  area  of  15  x  33  m  (Figure  3)* 
Pertinent  characteristics  of  the  two  stone  circles  (Figure  AA)  are  summarized  in  Table  k. 
Chipped  stone  debris  (0*2)  were  recovered  (0-5  cm  S.D.)  within  one  of  five  small  uncontrolled 
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Table  I.  Siannary  of  Native  AfNerican  sites  contained  within  the  proposed  Spring  Creek  Archeological  District,  Lake  Oahe  East 
Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota- 


Si  te 
Ntanber 

Site  Content 
and  Tetnporai  Assiqnment 

Eievation 

(f«f) 

Topographic 

Posit  ion 

Area 

(m') 

Cultural  Haterials 
(cm  S.D. ) 

J9«U169 

stone  circle,  lithic  debris 
and  tools,  bone;  unassigned 

1630 

rounded  knol 1 

695 

0-5 

39HU170 

lithic  debris  and  tools, 
bone;  unassigned 

1670 

sloping  ridge  knol 1 

2620 

0-20 

39HU171 

stone  circles  and  clusters, 
lithic  debris  and  tools; 
unassigned  and  precerafflic  ? 

1630- 

I6li0 

broad  point 

88.  560 

unknown 

39MUI73 

stone  circles,  clusters  and 
cairn,  lithic  debris  and 
tools,  bone;  Woodland,  Flains 
Village;  determined  eligible 
to  National  Register  (igfli) 

1625- 

two  nearly  level  land 
poi hts 

1,000,000 

0-20 

39MUI7't 

lithic  debris  and  tools, 
ceramic,  bone,  shell,  fire- 
cracked  rock;  two  Plains 

Village  components  and  pre- 
ceramic  (?)  level 

o  o 

broad  sloping  poi nt 

172,500 

0- 1 70  ( St  rat i f i ed) 

39HUI75 

stone  circle;  unassIgned 

1630 

rounded  knot  1 

•517 

unknown 

39«UI7« 

rock  cairn;  unasstgned 

1630 

rounded  point 

25 

unknown 

39MUI77 

stone  circle;  unassigned 

1630 

narrow  point 

289 

unknown 

39HUI83 

lithic  tool  and  debris; 
unassigned 

1660 

narrow  high  ridge 

750 

unknown 

39*tUI8'> 

lithic  debris;  unassigned 

1630 

sloping  ridge  knoll 

30 

unknown 

39HUI85 

lithic  debris,  rock  cairn; 
unassigned 

1660 

sloping  ridge  knoll 

10 

unknown 
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Table  2.  Summary  of  stone  features  recorded  at  Native  American  sites  within  the  proposed 
Spring  Creek  Archeological  District;  Lake  Oahe  Eastern  Shore,  South  Dakota. 


Ci rcle  Character! sties 


Si  te 

Number 

Feature 

F  requenci es 

Mean 

Di ameter 
(m) 

Mean 

Stone 

Count 

Stone 

Circle 

Rock 

C 1 uster 

Rock 

Cai  rn 

Total 

39HU169 

2 

0 

0 

2 

5.50 

17 

39HUI7I 

1  2 

7 

1 

20 

5.52 

24 

39HUI73 

1  1 

9 

1 

21 

5.92 

18 

39HU175 

5 

0 

0 

5 

5.20 

- 

39HU176 

0 

0 

2 

2 

- 

- 

39HUI77 

2 

0 

0 

2 

5.63 

44 

39HU185 

0 

0 

1 

1 

- 

- 
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Table  3-  Summary  of  cultural  materials  recovered  from  Native  American  sites  located  within 
the  proposed  Spring  Creek  Archeological  District;  Lake  Oahe  Eastern  Shore, 

South  Dakota. 


Specimen  Category 


HU169  HUI70 


HUI7I 


HUI73  HUI7I1  HU183  HU18k  Total 


BIFACE  TOOLS: 

unnotched,  triangular 
notched,  triangular 
pointed  fragment 
ovoid 
i  rregul ar 

edge  frag./segment 
FLAKE  TOOLS: 

endscraper 
tabular,  retouched 
other,  retouched 

CORE  TOOLS: 

FLAKING  DEBRIS: 

FIRE-CRACKED  ROCK: 

CERAMICS: 

rimsherds 

bodysherds 

UNMODIFIED  BONE: 

SHELL: 


TOTALS 


132  I3A3 


LA  CM 
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Figure  3*  Contour  map  showing  the  locations  and  configuration  of  stone  features  at  site 
39HU169,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
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Table  h.  Summary  of  stone  features  recorded  at  site  39HU169;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey, 
South  Dakota. 


Or i entat i on^ 


Feature 

Number 

Descri pt ion 

Maximum 

Dimensions 

of 

Maximum  Length 

Stone^ 

Count 

Comments 

1 

stone  circle 

6.50  length 

5.50  width 

NkO^E 

20 

d i sturbed 

2 

stone  circle 

11.50  length 

3.50  width 

N270“E 

U 

di sturbed 

MEAN  VALUES 

(n=2) 

X  *  5*50 

X  =  1.00 

X  s  17 

s  «  3 

^Orientation  from  magnetic  north  of  line  through  maximum  dimension  is  indicated  (direction  is 
recorded  only  within  first  and  fourth  compass  quadrants). 

^Number  of  stones  associated  with  each  feature  is  based  on  surface  evidence. 
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tests.  Materials  assignable  to  a  specific  cultural  unit  were  not  recovered.  The  site  is 
situated  approximately  10  ft  above  the  lake  shore  elevation  (1620  ft)  and  is  outside  the 
area  developed  for  public  use. 

39HU1 70  is  situated  on  a  sloping  knoll  at  1670  ft  elevation  at  the  end  of  a  high  narrow 
ridge  along  the  south  side  of  the  embayment  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek  valley  (Figure  AB) . 
Chipped  stone  tools,  flaking  debris,  and  unmodified  bone  fragments  were  recovered  from  surface 
and  subsurface  contexts  within  a  surface  area  of  x  44  m  (Figure  5)-  Chipped  stone  debris 
fn=l)  and  bone  fragments  (n=2)  were  recovered  (0~6  cm;  1-20  cm)  from  three  subsurface  test 
units.  Materials  assignable  to  a  specific  cultural  unit  were  not  present.  The  site  is 
located  approximately  50  ft  above  the  lake  shore  elevation  (1620  ft)  and  is  outside  the  area 
developed  for  public  use. 

39HUI 71  is  located  across  a  low,  flat  peninsula  at  1630-40  ft  elevation  on  the  south 
edge  of  the  Spring  Creek  valley.  Twenty  stone  features  including  stone  circles  (n=l2),  rock 
clusters  (rF7),  and  a  rock  cairn  were  identified  within  an  area  of  85  x  165  (Figures  6  and 
7).  Stone  feature  characteristics  are  summarized  in  Table  5*  Cultural  materials  recovered 
from  the  surface  include  chipped  stone  tools  and  flaking  debris.  Two  controlled  subsurface 
tests  were  sterile.  A  patinated  triangular  biface  (projectile)  is  similar  to  unnotched  forms 
reported  elsewhere  and  attributed,  generally,  to  the  Archaic  period  (e.g.,  Neuman  196A:179" 
180).  The  site  is  situated  approximately  10-20  ft  above  the  lake  shore  elevation  (1620  ft) 
and  is  outside  the  area  developed  for  public  use.  Although  the  site  margins  have  been  eroded 
by  the  lake  shore,  no  cultural  materials  were  noted  in  the  low  cutbank. 

39HU1 73  is  situated  at  1625-1630  ft  elevation  along  a  1.0  km  extent  of  lake  shore  within 
the  extreme  southeastern  corner  of  the  Spring  Creek  Recreation  Area.  The  site  consists  of 
stone  features  including  stone  circles  (r^ll),  rock  clusters  (r^9)  and  a  rock  cairn  distributed 
within  an  area  of  100  x  1000  m  on  two  land  points  extending  from  the  level  upland  north  of  the 
former  Spring  Creek  channel  (Figures  8,  9,  and  lO).  Stone  feature  characteristics  are 
summarized  in  Table  6.  Cultural  materials  recovered  from  surface  and  subsurface  contexts  in¬ 
clude  chipped  stone  tools  and  cores,  flaking  debris,  fire-cracked  rock,  and  unmodified  bone 
(Table  3,  above).  These  materials  occurred  at  0-20  cm  S.D.  within  three  of  four  controlled 
subsurface  tests  excavated  within  each  of  the  three  distinct  subareas  of  the  site.  A  small, 
thin,  side-notched  projectile  basal  segment  recovered  from  the  surface  near  Feature  5 
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Figure  5-  Contour  map  showing  the  locations  of  test  units  and  extent  of  surface  debris  at 
site  39HLII7O  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  6-  Contour  map  showing  the  configuration  of  stone  features  and  distribution  of 
surface  materials  at  site  39HU171.  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  7.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Spring  Creek  Archeological  District. 

A)  Overview  of  site  39HU171  facing  downslope  toward  the  northwest  (UNL  Neg.  No. 
8-18).  B)  View  of  rock  cluster  (Feature  20)  at  site  39HU171  facing  southwest 
(UNL  Neg.  No.  8-25). 
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Figure  8.  Contour  map  showing  locations  of  features  and  specimens  plotted  within  the  western 
half  of  site  39HU173.  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  9.  Contour  map  showing  locations  of  features  and  specimens  plotted  within  the  eastern 
half  of  site  39hU173.  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
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Table  S'  Summary  of  stone  features  recorded  at  site  39HUI7I:  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 
Dakota . 


fed ture 
Numbe  r 

Deser i pt i on 

Maximum 

Oi  mens  ions 

Ori  entat  1  on‘ 
of  Maximum  Length 

Stone* 

Count 

Comments 

1 

Stone  ci rcle 

7.25  length 

N275”E 

29 

disturbed;  11  stones  in  rock 

6.00  width 

line  from  feature  center  to 

south  edge:  edge  group 

stone  circle 

6.00  length 

18 

partial  ring;  southern 

section 

k 

stone  circle 

6.25  length 

n8o*e 

39 

edge  group 

5.75  width 

5 

stone  circle 

6.75  diameter 

50 

k  interior  stones;  edge  group 

6 

rock  cluster 

k .  I  5  length 

7 

7 

stone  ci rcle 

2.90  length 

10 

2.60  width 

8 

stone  circle 

2. 10  length 

1 1 

1 .kO  width 

9 

rock  cluster 

2.k0  length 

13 

10 

rock  cluster 

32 

lO-sriutli 

1 . 30  length 

(13) 

0.75  width 

1  1 

stone  circle 

k.OO  length 

5 

partial 

>3 

rock  cluster 

1.15  length 

8 

0.70  width 

Ik 

rock  line 

5 

15 

stone  circle 

6.00  length 

17 

16 

stone  circle 

6.25  diameter 

21 

17 

stone  ci rcle 

7.00  diameter 

k5 

k  interior  stones 

18 

stone  circle 

k.20  length 

17 

3.  90  width 

19 

rock  cluster 

3.20  length 

19 

1 . kO  wi dth 

20 

rock  cai rn 

2,90  length 

27 

1.60  width 

21 

s cone  circle 

7.50  length 

N359*E 

27 

' 

6.50  width 

MEAN 

VALUES  (n-12) 

;  -  5.52 

X  -  2k.  10 

s  -  1.70 

s  ■  13.68 

‘Orientation  from  magnetic  north  of  line  through  man i mom  dimension  is  Indicated  (direction  is  recorded 
only  within  first  and  fourth  compass  quadrants). 

‘Number  of  stones  associated  with  each  feature  is  based  on  surface  evidence. 
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Table  6.  Summary  of  stone  features  recorded  at  site  39HU173:  Uke  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 
Dakota . 


Fea  ture 

Number  Description 


Maximum  Orientation^  Stone* 

Dimensions  of  Maximum  Length  Count 


Comments 


Western  Subarea 


1 

rock  c  luster 

10.00  length 

N353''£ 

Ik 

2 

(or  line?) 
rock  cluster 

8.00  width 

5.00  length 

N33“£ 

9 

3 

(or  circle?) 
rock  cluster 

k.OO  width 
k.50  length 

N329*E 

8 

k 

(or  ci  rcle?) 
rock  1 i ne 

3.00  wi dth 

5.00  length 

«80'E 

8 

5 

stone  circle 

7.50  length 

N3k5'E 

Ik 

6 

stone  circle 

7.00  width 
k.OO  length 

N07*£ 

8 

7 

rock  line 

3.50  width 
k.50  length 

N352-E 

13 

Central 

Subarea 

rock  ca i rn 

1 .00  width 

k.OO  length 

N2rE 

30 

9 

rock  cluster 

2.50  width 

2.50  length 

N1  1*E 

5 

to 

stone  circle 

1.70  width 

7.00  diameter 

18 

1 1 

stone  circle 

6.50  length 

H65*E 

18 

12 

rock  cluster 

5.50  width 
k,20  length 

H85*E 

kO 

Eastern 

Ik 

(or  cairn?)  . 

Subarea 

stone  circle 

6.60  length 

N93*E 

17 

15 

stone  circle 

6.00  width 

3.00  diameter 

20 

16 

rock  cluster 

3.00  length 

.  N3k*E 

7 

17 

(or  line?) 
stone  circle 

6.50  diameter 

29 

18 

rock  cluster 

3.50  length 

N27*E 

1 1 

19 

(or  ci  rcle?) 
Stone  ci rc  le  ’ 

3.00  width 

5.00  length 

N38”E 

15 

20  stone  circle 

21  stone  ci rcle 

22  stone  circle 

MEAN  VALUES  (n-ll) 


k . 00  width 
5-50  length 
k.50  width 
6.00  length 
5.20  width 
5.50  length 


N60*E 

NkO’E 

MTkO’E 


shares  3  stones  in  common 
with  F22 

shares  3  stones  in  common 
with  F2I 


X  -  17.6k 

s  -  k.87 


'Orientation  from  magnetic  north  of  line  through  maximum  dimension  is  indicated  (direction  Is  recorded 
only  within  first  and  fourth  compass  quadrants). 

'Number  of  stones  associated  with  each  feature  Is  based  on  surface  evidence. 
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(stone  circle)  is  a  form  generally  attributed  to  the  Plains  Village  pattern,  while  a  small, 
corner-notched  projectile  haft  element  collected  from  the  surface  near  Feature  11  (stone 
circle)  is  similar  in  form  to  specimens  assigned  to  middle  Woodland  period  units  such  as  the 
Sonota  complex  (Neuman  1975)  and  the  Besant  horizon  (e.g.,  Johnson  1977)-  The  site  is  situ¬ 
ated  approximately  5“10  ft  above  lake  shore  elevation  (1620  ft)  but  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  affected  by  shoreline  erosion.  With  the  exception  of  an  infrequently  used  vehicle  trail 
through  portions  of  the  site,  the  area  does  not  seem  to  be  subject  to  public  use.  An  irriga¬ 
tion  line  extends  across  the  eastern  subarea.  The  site  was  previously  determined  eligible 
to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  on  the  basis  of  an  individual  nomination  (Pepperl 
and  Falk  1981). 

39HU1 7^  occupies  an  extensive  area  (\k0  x  1100  m)  of  the  northwestern  portion  of  the 
Spring  Creek  Recreation  Area.  The  site  is  located  on  a  broad  sloping  peninsula  at  1620"1630 
ft  elevation  on  the  north  side  at  the  mouth  of  the  Spring  Creek  valley  (Figure  11).  Lithic, 
ceramic  and  bone  debris  are  scattered  on  road  surfaces  and  within  two  large  cultivated  shelter 
belts  (Figure  12A).  A  variety  of  materials  and  features  (hearths)  recorded  in  the  lake  bank 
at  the  west  edge  of  the  site  appear  to  represent  stratified  remains  of  at  least  three  distinct 
cultural  levels  extending  to  170  cm  S.D.  (Figure  12B).  Two  controlled  tests  along  the  eastern 
site  margin  were  largely  sterile.  Ceramic  materials  were  observed  throughout  the  area  but 
were  recovered  only  from  the  surface  within  the  southern  third  of  the  site  and  at  21  cm  and 
50  cm  S.D.  within  the  lake  cutbank.  These  materials  are  attributable  to  Coalescent  tradition 
occupations  of  the  late  Plains  Village  period;  one  rimsherd  and  the  majority  of  the  bodysherds 
are  characteristic  of  Extended  variant  materials  while  the  two  remaining  rims  represent  Post" 
Contact  variants  (Johnson  n.d.).  A  large  side-notched  biface  (projectile)  recovered  from  the 
surface  is  similar  to  forms  Illustrated  from  the  Logan  Creek  (Kivett  1962)  and  Simonsen 
(Frankforter  and  Agogino  i960)  sites  of  eastern  Nebraska  and  western  Iowa.  This  latter  speci¬ 
men  and  various  patinated  lithic  debris  may  indicate  the  presence  of  an  Archaic  period 
component  at  this  site.  The  two  Plains  Village  components  appear  to  be  associated  with  one 
or  two  soil  levels  within  the  upper  50  cm,  while  additional  materials  occur  within  soil  zones 
at  55-88  cm  S.D.  and  135"170  cm  S.D,  The  surface  of  the  site  has  been  disturbed  by  access 
roads  and  cultivated  shelterbelts  associated  with  the  recreation  area.  Additionally,  the 
southwestern  margin  of  the  site  is  subject  to  extensive  shoreline  slumping. 
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Figure  II.  Contour  map  showing  the  distribution  of  cultural  materials  noted  in  surface  and 
subsurface  contexts  at  site  39HUI7I*,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 

B-66 


K,  •  C  300a 
'C  74. 


L  SlThUSTATtSDtPARlMLNTOh  THL  IMI  RIOR 
national  park  service 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NRS  USE  ONLY 
RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 


1 


Figure  12.  Photographs  of  resources  within  the  proposed  Spring  Creek  District.  A)  View  of 

debris  along  access  road  at  39HUl7^  facing  north  (UNL  Neg.  No.  2-10).  B)  View  of 
the  lake  cutbank  near  the  northern  end  of  the  recorded  profile  at  site  39HU171. 
(UNL  Neg.  ^'o.  9-32) . 
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39HU1 75  is  located  at  I63O  ft  elevation  on  a  small  rounded  point  near  the  Lake  Oahe 
shoreline.  Five  stone  circles  were  recorded  within  a  surface  area  of  37  x  41  m  (Figures  I3 
and  I4A).  Maximum  circle  dimensions  are  summarized  in  Table  7.  No  additional  artifactual 
remains  were  observed  during  surface  survey  or  within  a  controlled  subsurface  test.  The  site 
is  not  assignable  to  a  specific  cultural  period.  The  area  is  subject  to  occasional  public  use 
but  is  currently  not  affected  by  operation  of  the  lake. 

39hUl 76  is  located  on  a  small  land  point  at  1630  ft  elevation  within  the  Spring  Creek 

Recreation  Area.  This  site  consists  of  two  low  rock  cairns  closely  spaced  with  a  surface 

area  of  5  x  5  (Figures  15  and  14B).  No  other  cultural  material  was  observed  on  the  surface 
or  within  a  shovel  test.  The  site  is  not  assignable  to  a  specific  cultural  period.  It  is 
possible  that  other  surface  features  may  have  been  destroyed  or  obscured  by  public  use  of  the 
area  for  camping  activities  or  by  vehicle  trails  which  extend  through  the  site. 

39HLII 77  consists  of  two  stone  circles  located  within  an  area  of  17  x  I7  m  on  a  narrow 

point  of  land  at  1630  ft  elevation  near  the  shore  of  Lake  Oahe  (Figures  16  and  17).  Stone 

circle  characteristics  are  summarized  in  Table  8.  No  other  artifactual  materials  were  ob¬ 
served  on  the  surface  or  within  a  shovel  test.  Observed  features  are  not  assignable  to  a 
specific  cultural  period.  The  site  is  situated  near  the  center  of  the  Spring  Creek  Recreation 
Area.  A  vehicle  trail  extending  between  the  two  surface  features  and  camping  activities  with¬ 
in  this  area  may  have  obscured  other  remains  at  this  site. 

39HUI83  consists  of  a  surface  scatter  of  chipped  stone  materials  situated  at  1660  ft 
elevation  on  a  narrow  high  ridge  extending  directly  above  site  39HU171  which  is  located  on 
the  ‘outn  shore  of  the  embayment.  A  chipped  stone  tool,  cores,  and  flaking  debris  were 
collected  at  four  separate  surface  locations  along  a  I50  m  extent  of  the  ridge  (Table  3  above). 
The  site  is  not  assignable  to  a  specific  cultural  period.  A  former  road  extends  along  the 
ridge  but  the  area  is  not  presently  subject  to  public  use. 

39HLII 84  consists  of  a  surface  scatter  of  chipped  stone  debris  located  at  1630  ft 
elevation  on  a  small  sloping  knoll  along  the  south  shore  of  the  Spring  Creek  embayment.  A 
general  surface  collection  of  all  specimens  within  an  area  of  2  x  15  m  yielded  six  chipped 
stone  flaking  debris.  These  materials  are  not  assignable  to  a  specific  cultural  period.  The 
site  is  situated  10  ft  above  lake  shore  elevation  (1620  ft)  but  is  not  presently  affected  by 
public  use  or  shoreline  erosion. 
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Figure  13-  Contour  map  showing  the  distribution  of  surface  features  (stone  circles)  at  site 
39HUI75.  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
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Table  7-  Summary  of  Slone  features  recorded  at  site  39HUI75:  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 
Dakota . 


Feature 

Maximum 

Orientation* 

Stone* 

Numhe  r 

Oescri  pti  on 

Dimensions 

of  Maximum  Length 

Count 

Comments 

1 

stone  circle 

k.OO  diameter 

- 

2 

Stone  circle 

6.00  length 
5.00  width 

M30*E 

- 

3 

stone  ci rcle 

6.00  diameter 

- 

A 

stone  ci rcle 

5.00  diameter 

- 

5 

stone  circle 

5.00  diaaieter 

- 

MEAN  VALUES  (n-5) 

S  -  5.20 

s  -  0.75 


'orientation  from  magnetic  north  of  line  through  maximum  dimension  is  indicated  (direction  is  recorded 
only  within  first  and  fourth  compass  quadrants). 

^Number  of  stones  associated  with  each  feature  is  based  on  surface  evidence. 
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39HU176 

AUGUST  9.  1979 

0  .  .  .  *0 

Wtcrs 

CONTOUR  INTERVRL  ONE  METER 


Ffgure  15.  Contour  map  showing  the  locations  of  surface  features  at  site  39HU176,  Lake  Oahe 
South  Dakota. 
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Figure  17.  Photographs  of  resources  within  the  proposed  Spring  Creek  Archeological  District. 

A)  Overview  of  site  39hUl77  facing  west  (UNL  Neg.  No.  9"15).  B)  View  of  stone 
circle  (Feature  1)  at  site  39HU177  facing  northeast  (UNL  Neg.  No.  9"19). 
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Table  8.  Sunvnary  of  stone  features  recorded  at  site  39HU177:  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey  South 
Dakota.  ’ 


Tea  ture 
Munbcr 

Oescri pti on 

Maximum 

Oi  mens  ions 

Orientation'  Stone' 

of  Maximum  Length  Count 

I 

stone  circle 

5.75  length 
5.00  width 

NSO'E  55 

2  stone  circle 

MEAN  VALUES  (n-2) 

5.50  diameter 

32 

i  -  5.63 
s  -  0.13 

J  -  63.5 
S  -  n.5 

Comnen  ts 


edge  groups 
edge  groups 


'Orientation  from  magnet) c  north  of  line  through  maximum  dimension  Is  Indicated  (direction  Is  recorded 
only  within  first  and  fourth  compass  quadrants). 

'Number  of  stones  associated  with  each  feature  Is  based  on  surface  evidence. 
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39HU185  is  located  at  1640  ft  elevation  on  the  surface  of  a  small  knoll  above  the  former 
south  bank  of  Spring  Creek  approximately  75  m  southwest  of  the  Oahe  embayment.  The  site  con¬ 
sists  of  a  small  rock  cairn  and  a  scatter  of  chipped  stone  flaking  debris  situated  within  an 
area  of  2  x  5  The  rock  cairn  is  0.5  m  in  diameter.  A  chipped  stone  core  and  flakes  were 
recovered  from  two  loci  within  5  m  of  the  cairn.  These  materials  are  not  assignable  to  a 
specific  cultural  period.  The  site  is  situated  20  ft  above  lake  shore  elevation  (1620  ft) 
outside  of  the  public  use  area  and  is  not  currently  affected  by  operation  of  the  lake. 

Isolated  Locations.  Seven  surface  locations  of  isolated  chipped  stone  specimens  were 
recorded  along  the  length  (ca.  I9OO  m)  of  the  southern  edge  of  the  district  (Figure  2  above). 
Chipped  stone  flaking  debris  (n=5),  cores  (n*2),  and  a  flake  tool  were  recovered  from  various 
ridges,  knolls,  and  slopes  along  the  southern  edge  of  the  valley.  Although  further  productive 
data  recovery  is  not  expected,  these  locations  are  indicative  of  the  extent  of  past  activities 
along  the  creek  valley  and  could  suggest  the  potential  presence  of  additional  sites  within  the 
district . 

DATA  LIMITATIONS 

With  the  exception  of  one  site  (39HU174),  resources  within  the  proposed  Spring  Creek 
Archeological  District  have  been  subjected  to  limited  surface  disturbance  and  apparently  have 
not  been  affected  by  shoreline  erosion.  Of  these  ten  sites,  five  are  situated  on  or  near 
access  roads  within  public  use  areas  on  the  north  shore  while  the  remaining  five  sites  on  the 
south  side  are  primarily  accessible  by  boat  and  public  use  of  these  areas  is  not  evident. 
Although  previous  or  future  disturbance  of  stone  feature  remains  by  camping  or  other  public 
use  activities  along  the  northern  shoreline  is  possible,  recorded  features  presently  appear 
to  be  intact. 

Upper  level  remains  at  39HU174  have  been  directly  affected  by  development  of  the 
recreation  area  as  evidenced  by  materials  exposed  on  surfaces  of  access  roads  and  cultivated 
shelterbelts.  The  extent  and  nature  of  these  effects  on  data  recovery  would  need  to  be 
considered  during  future  investigations  at  this  site.  However,  ceramic  materials  associated 
with  the  major  surface  components  (Plains  Village  remains)  were  recovered  from  the  lake  bank 
(21  and  50  cm  S.D.)  at  the  base  of  and  below  the  plow  zone  depth  suggesting  that  the  lower 
portions  of  the  upper  cultural  level  may  remain  intact  within  the  extensive  cultivated  area. 
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With  exception  of  bank  slumping  along  the  southwestern  margin  of  the  site,  which  has  exposed 
deeply  buried  (50-170  cm  S.D.)  cultural  materials,  lower  level  deposits  should  remain  intact 
throughout  the  site  area.  On  the  basis  of  these  cutbank  observations,  it  appears  that  an 
unknown  portion  of  the  site  along  the  southwestern  shorel i ne  has  been  destroyed  by  lakebank 
s 1 ump i ng . 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 
SUMMARY  STATEMENT 

The  concentrated  assemblage  of  Native  American  resources  recorded  within  the  proposed 
Spring  Creek  Archeological  District  offer  important  opportunities  to  investigate  two  largely 
unstudied  aspects  of  prehistoric  Native  American  utilization  of  the  Middle  Missouri  archeo¬ 
logical  subarea.  These  research  potentials  include:  1)  study  of  general  land  use  patterns 
within  tributary  creek  valley  contexts  (Study  Unit  3)  and,  2)  investigation  of  specific 
settlement  activities  which  have  produced  the  stone  feature  remains  (Study  Unit  1).  This 
work  would  1)  expand  the  concerns  of  past  systematic  research  of  the  immediate  Missouri 
River  entrenchment,  and,  2)  introduce  new  research  issues  within  this  past  study  context  that 
will  also  contribute  a  much  needed  comparative  basis  for  studies  conducted  outside  the  river 
trench  (see  General  Significance  Statement  above). 

DISCUSSION 

Both  the  context  and  content  of  the  resources  of  the  Spring  Creek  District  have  received 
little  prior  attention  within  the  present  study  area.  Non-Plains  Village  components  within 
creek  valley  contexts,  particularly  stone  feature  remains,  were  largely  undocumented  prior 
to  recent  investigations  following  completion  of  the  mainstem  reservoirs.  No  Native  American 
resources  had  been  recorded  within  tributary  valleys  along  the  eastern  (left)  margin  of  the 
Missouri  River  valley  in  the  Oahe  area.  A  single  site  (39HUll8)  containing  stone  features 
was  previously  known  within  the  project  area  but  was  not  intensively  investigated. 

Although  considerable  portions  of  the  lower  elevations  within  the  tributary  valleys  are 
now  inundated,  the  results  of  the  1979  UNL  survey  of  accessible  areas  along  the  lower  reaches 
of  more  than  30  small  to  moderate  sized  streams  indicate  that  these  valleys  were  extensively 
utilized  during  various  prehistoric  periods.  A  total  of  95  sites,  largely  attributable  to 
Plains  Village  and  Plains  Woodland  period  occupations,  were  identified  along  segments  of 
virtually  all  creek  valleys  in  the  survey  area.  Additionally,  preceramlc  remains  were  re¬ 
corded  at  the  mouth  of  6  streams. 
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Resources  comprising  the  Spring  Creek  District  represent  the  most  extensive  concentration  ^ 
of  creek  valley  sites  in  the  project  area  where  relatively  dense  distributions  along  both 
margins  of  the  valley  are  accessible  for  investigation.  In  contrast  to  site  clusters  in 
other  creek  valleys,  stone  features  are  the  predominant  site  type  in  the  Spring  Creek  District. 
Research  of  unique  or  contrastive  patterns  of  land  use  and  settlement  may  be  feasible. 

Large  or  diverse  samples  of  artifactual  materials  would  not  be  normally  expected  at  either 
stone  feature  sites  or  Coalescent  components  which  are  the  principal  resources  comprising  the 
proposed  district.  However,  other  surface  and  subsurface  characteristics  of  these  sites  would 
offer  a  considerable  range  of  data  recovery  potentials. 

Surface  Features.  A  variety  of  stone  features  (n“52)  are  represented  at  seven  of  the 
eleven  sites  in  the  proposed  district.  Diverse  configurations  of  clusters  and  cairns  are 
present  but  stone  circles  are  the  predominant  forms.  These  features,  often  labeled  'tipi 
rings',  are  a  common  but  widely  unstudied  element  of  Native  American  occupation  of  the  Plains 
and  are  generally  considered  to  mark  temporary  dwelling  locations  associated  with  nomadic 
settlement  systems  (cf.  Kehoe  1958,  i960;  Malouf  1961)*  Localized  studies  in  surrounding  region* 
indicate  that  both  prehistoric  and  historic  occupations  are  represented  (e.g.,  Flayharty  and 
Morris  197^;  Prison  1967;  Good  and  Hauf  1979;  Haberman  and  Schneider  1975:  Hoffman  1953; 

Jensen  1973;  Keyser  1979;  Mulloy  I95A).  In  addition  to  comparative  evaluations  with  respect 
to  other  sites  in  the  Oahe  project  and  elsewhere  in  the  region,  study  of  intradistrict 
variability  in  the  construction,  morphology,  and  distribution  of  stone  features  should  con¬ 
tribute  importantly  toward  understanding  associated  patterns  of  settlement  which  presently 
remain  undefined  in  the  study  area. 

Subsurface  Deposits.  The  presence  of  shallowly  buried  cultural  deposits  were  verified 
at  two  sites  which  contain  stone  circles  (39HU169  and  39HU173)  and  deposits  of  varying  depths  * 
occurred  at  two  other  sites  (39HU170  and  39HU174)  in  the  district.  Additional  untested  sites 
may  also  contain  intact  subsurface  remains.  Importantly,  stratified  deposits  are  apparently 
represented  at  39HU174.  At  least  three  separate  cultural  levels  are  probably  present,  in¬ 
cluding  both  previllage  and  Plains  Village  period  occupations.  This  extensive  site  also 
contains  subsurface  features  and  should  yield  data  regarding  subsistence,  function  and  site 
structure,  as  well  as  an  opportunity  for  radiometric  dating.  Deposits  at  four  of  the  eleven 
sites  (39HU169,  39HU170,  39HU173,  and  39HUi7l*)  can  be  expected  to  produce  vertebrate  faunal 
remains  which  will  provide  some  basis  for  zooarcheo logical  interpretation  (e.g.,  seasonality. 
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procurement  strategies,  butchering  practices,  etc.)  and  clarification  of  site  use  and  settle¬ 
ment  characteristics. 

In  addition  to  the  stratified  deposits  at  39HUl7l|,  at  least  two  other  sites  (39HU171  and 
39hU173)  probably  contain  multiple  cultural  components.  Preceramic  occupations  as  well  as  one 
or  more  late  prehistoric  components  may  be  represented  at  39HU171  and  39HU17^.  These  two 
sites  are  situated  at  opposing  sides  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  valley.  This  type  of  position 
overlooking  the  former  stream  confluence  is  a  characteristic  context  occupied  by  other  pre¬ 
ceramic  sites  recorded  in  the  Oahe  project,  offering  an  excellent  opportunity  for  comparative 
study  of  potential  settlement  regularities.  The  third  site,  for  which  tentative  temporal 
assessments  have  been  made  (39hUl73),  may  include  both  early  and  late  ceramic  period  compo¬ 
nents  (Plains  Woodland  and  Plains  Village  periods).  Thus,  it  is  possible  that  much  of  the 
range  of  temporal  variability  expected  for  the  study  region  is  represented  within  the  pro¬ 
posed  Spring  Creek  District.  This  potential  should  allow  continued  study  in  this  area  to  be 
integrated  with  prior  work  and  to  expand  upon  present  culture-historical  models  for  the  Middle 
Missouri  region. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL  DATA 

Universal  Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  coordinates  are  provided  for  major  points  around  the 
district  margin  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  district: 

_ ZONE/EASTING/NORTHING  (meters) 


A) 

lV38l280/ii934150 

B) 

IV38128O/A93358O 

c) 

14/ 3829 10/ 4933580 

0) 

14/384160/4932220 

E) 

14/384160/4931510 

n 

14/382480/4932310 

G) 

I4/38I66O/4933O8O 

Universal  Transverse  Mercator  coordinates  for  individual  sites  within  the  district  are  pro¬ 
vided  in  Table  9* 

Verbal  Boundary  Description.  Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  district  (point  A) 
and  proceeding  in  a  clockwise  manner,  the  district  margin  extends  south  along  the  government 
boundary  adjacent  to  site  39HU17'4  for  ca  600  m  to  U.S.  Government  Monument  D173  at  the  Hughes/ 
Sully  County  line.  The  boundary  follows  the  county  1 ine/ government  boundary  due  east  ca  2250 
m  to  U.S.  Government  Monument  0179,  then  south/ southeast  along  the  government  boundary  for 
ca  2500  m  to  U.S.  Government  Monument  0193*  At  this  point  the  district  margin  extends  due 
south  ca  675  across  the  Oahe  embayment  to  the  government  boundary  south/ southwest  of  site 
39HUI69.  Again,  the  district  margin  follows  the  government  boundary  northwest  for  ca  3200  m 
to  U.S.  Government  Monument  022i«.  At  this  point  the  district  margin  crosses  the  mouth  of  the 
embayment  for  ca  IO8O  m  to  the  southernmost  tip  of  site  39HU17^.  The  district  boundary  then 
extends  northward  along  the  Lake  Oahe  shoreline  at  the  western  margin  of  site  39HU17^  for  ca 
1800  m,  returning  to  point  A. 
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Table  9.  Listing  of  Universal 

Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  grid  coordinates 

for  major  juncture 

points  of  individual 

site  boundaries  within  the  proposed  Spring 

Creek  Archeological 

District,  Hughes  and 

Sully  counties.  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 

Site  Number 

UTM  Coordinates 

(Zone  14) 

and  Boundary  Point 

Easting  (m) 

Northing  (m) 

39HU169 

A)  center  of  site 

384120 

4 93 1660 

39HU170 

a)  center  of  site 

382260 

4932640 

39HU171 

A)  northwest  corner 

382530 

4932840 

B)  northwest  corner 

382700 

4932860 

C)  southeast  corner 

382700 

4932720 

D)  southwest  corner 

382530 

4932730 

??HU173 

A)  northern  tip 

383070 

4932480 

B)  see  site  map 

383320 

4932300 

C)  see  si te  map 

383350 

4932150 

D)  see  s i te  map 

383650 

4932150 

E)  southern  tip 

383710 

4931760 

F)  see  s i te  map 

383610 

4931950 

G)  see  site  map 

383280 

4932030 

H)  see  si te  map 

383080 

4932360 

39HU174 

a)  north  (at  bank) 

381240 

4934100 

B)  west  (at  bank) 

381175 

4933830 

C)  south  (at  bank) 

381810 

4933070 

D)  east  (at  road) 

381540 

4933570 

39HU175 

a)  center  of  site 

383290 

4932970 

3?HU176 

a)  center  of  site 

382820 

4933310 

39HU177 

a)  center  of  site 

382670 

493339O 

39HUI83 

. 

A)  center  of  si te 

382680 

4932540 

39HU18i4 

a)  center  of  site 

382880 

4932300 

39HUI85 

a)  center  of  site 

382830 

4932480 
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HISTORIC 

ANO/CR  COMMON 

Archeolog ica] 

site  39HU173  (unnamed) 

Olocation 

STREETS  NUMBER 

_NOT  fOR  PUBLICATION 

CITY.  TOWN 

Pierre 

JL  vicinity  Of 

congressional  d:strict 

2 

state 

South  Dakota 

CODE 

46 

COUNTY  CODE 

Huohi-s _ 

CLASSIFICATION 


I 

0 


4 

I 


CATEGORY 

...DISTRICT 

_SUI10INGIS| 

—STRUCTURE 

ISITF 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

Y 

JIpubuc 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC  ACQUISITION 

—IN  PROCESS 

—BEING  CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

—OCCUPIED 
^UNOCCUPIED 
—WORK  IN  PROGRESS 
ACCESSIBLE 
— YIS  RESTRICTED 

YES  unrestricted 

—NO 

PRESENT  USE 

—AGRICULTURE  —MUSEUM 

— COMMERDAL  ^PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL  —PRIVATE  RESIDENU 

—ENTERTAINMENT  — REUGiOUS 
J^GOVERNMENT  —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL  —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY  —OTHER 

Q  agency 

regional  HEADQUARTERS  (It tfipliet/t) 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District 

STREETS  NUMBER 

1612  U'S*  Post  Office  and 

Courthouse 

City  town 

Omaha 

— 

ViCtNiTV  OF 

STATE 

Nebraska  68102 

BLOCATION  of  legal  DESCRIPTION 


courthouse 

RtGiSTRTOFDEEDS.nc  Countv  Clcrk,  Hughes  County  Courthouse 

STREETS  NUMBER 


city,  town 

Pierre 

STATE 

South  Dakota 

Q  REPRESENTATION  IN  EXISTING  SURVEYS 

title  Archeological  Survey  Investigations  along  the 
Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota 

East  Shore  of 

DATE 

1979  ^federal  —STATE  —COUNTV  —LOCAL 

ofPOsiTORYFOH  Division  of  Archeological  Research,  Department  of 

SURVEY  RECORDS  Anthropol  ogy ,  University  of  Nebraska 

CITY.  TOWN 

Lincoln 

STATE 

Nebraska  *>8586 

B-86 


E  description 


CONDITION 

CHECK  ONE 

CHECK  ONE 

—tXCELLENr 

_0ETEB10RATED 

X-UNALTERED 

JIoriginalsite 

X-GOOO 

_EAIR 

_RUINS 

ILunexposed 

—ALTERED 

—MOVED  date 

DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE 

INTRODUCTION 


Archeological  site  39HU173  is  one  of  23  Native  American  sites  containing 
stone  circles  identified. along  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota  dur¬ 
ing  the  1979  cultural  resource  survey  conducted  by  the  University  of  Nebraska. 
These  sites  are  distributed  within  seven  general  localities,  five  of  which  are 
associated  with  major  tributary  streams  located  within  the  southern  half  of 

the  Oahe  unit.  Proceeding  from  south  to  north,  the  five  localities  are  Spring 

»  •  * 

Creek,  Cow  Creek,  Okobojo  Creek,  Artichoke  Creek,  and  Chfeyenne  Creek.  More 
than  half  (I3)  of  the  recorded  stone  circle  sites,  including  39HU173*  occur 
within  a  5x10  kilometer  (km)  or  3x6  mile  (mi)  area  surrounding  the  lower  reaches 
of  Spring,  Cow,  and  Okobojo  Creeks  near  their  confluence  with  the  Missouri  River. 

Prior  to  the  1979  survey,  archeological  investigations  within  the  general 
area  consisted  largely  of  survey  and  extensive  salvage  efforts  carried  out  by 
the  Smithsonian  Institution's  River  Basin  Survey  Project  and  the  University 
of  South  Dakota  in  conjunction  with  the  Interagency  Archeological  Salvage  Pro¬ 
gram  (Cooper  1953;  Hurt  1953.  195^;  Lehmer  195^;;  etc.  See  also  Lehmer  197151" 

7.  193"200).  More  recent  and  limited  cultural  resource  surveys  within  limited 
areas  have  been  carried  out  by  Corps  of  Engineers  personnel  within  irrigation 
easements  and  other  proposed  modifications. 

No  cultural  resources  were  identified  within  the  Cow/Spring  Creek  area 
as  a  result  of  this  past  work.  More  importantly,  only  two  stone  circle  sites 
were  previously  recorded  along  the  entire  length  of  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe 
in  South  Dakota  and  neither  site  was  systematically  documented  or  reported. 

One  site  (39SL2lt8)  is  located  on  Okobojo  Creek  at  10  km  (6  mi )  due  north  of 
39HU173  (see  Lazio  1977b)  while  the  other  (39HU48)  is  situated  on  the  upland 
edge  at  5*6  km  (3.5  mi)  directly  south  (see  Mallory  1950;  Bass  1962;  Lazio  1977a). 
Both  sites  were  located  and  documented  during  the  1979  University  of  Nebraska 
survey. 
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LOCATION  AND  CONTEXT 

Site  39HU173  is  located  on  the  nearly  level  upper  terrace  along  the  north 
edge  of  the  former  Spring  Creek  channel  near  the  northern  border  of  Hughes  County, 
South  Dakota  (see  Figure  1).  The  site  extends  for  a  distance  of  approximately 
1  km  along  the  shoreline  of  the  current  Lake  Oahe  embayment  and  is  situated 
at  1625~1630  ft  elevation  which  is  approximately  2.5  “  (8“13  ft)  above  the 

present  average  pool  level  or  lA-ISm  (k5“50  ft)  above  the  former  creek  level. 

The  general  site  area  is  at  the  southern  edge  of  a  relatively  broad  (ca. 
1.3-2.3  Iw  wide)  and  level  land  point  which  extends  between  Cow  Creek  on  the 
north  and  Spring  Creek  on  the  south.  The  periphery  of  this  general  land  form 
is  federally  managed  land  which  is  currently  developed  as  the  Cow  Creek  and 
Spring  Creek  Recreation  Areas.  With  the  exception  of  roadways  and  cultivated 
shelterbelts,  government “owned  lands  remain  in  native  grass.  The  interior  area 
of  this  topographic  feature  is  presently  cultivated. 

The  thickness  of  the  loess  deposits  over  the  underlying  glacial  till  is 
varied  throughout  the  area  with  only  occasional  exposures  of  the  glacial  gravels 
and  cobbles  occurring  on  the  small  terrace  points  near  the  current  lake  shore. 

More  extensive  boulder  and  cobble  deposits  are  exposed  on  the  slightly  higher 
slopes  located  directly  north  along  Okobojo  Creek. 

The  immediate  site  area  consists  of  two  small  land  points  which  extend 
from  the  south  edge  of  the  broad  upper  terrace  and  slope  abruptly  to  the  narrow 
•  former  Spring  Creek  floodplain  at  a  location  2.5  km  east  of  the  creek  confluence 

with  the  Missouri  River.  The  extreme  eastern  end  of  the  site  is  a  narrow  ter- 
^  race  spur  which  projects  southwestward  from  the  major  portion  of  the  site  area 

which  is  a  nearly  level  segment  extending  to  the  northwest  along  the  former 
creek  channel  and  Is  terminated  at  the  northern  end  by  a  shallow  ravine. 

With  the  exception  of  an  access  trail  and  two  currently  abandoned  vehicle 
paths,  the  site  area  is  covered  by  a  moderate  to  dense  stand  of  mixed  grasses. 
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Figure  1.  Topographic  map  showing  location  of  site  39HU173  in  relation  to  other 
cultural  resources  in  the  Cow-Spring  Creek  areas.  Sites  39HU169, 
39HU171,  39HU175,  39HU177,  39SL287,  and  39SL292  also  contain  stone 
circles  (U.S.G.S.  7.5'  Okobojo  SW  Quadrangle). 
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Small  areas  within  the  central  and  western  portions  of  the  site  and  the  crest 
of  the  eastern  spur  appear  to  be  slightly  deflated  exhibiting  occasional  expo¬ 
sures  of  gravels  and  cobbles.  An  irrigation  pipeline  extends  across  the  sur¬ 
face  near  the  eastern  end  of  the  site  area. 

SITE  DESCRIPTION 

Site  39HU173  is  represented  by  chipped  stone  and  unmodified  bone  specimens 
recorded  within  both  surface  and  subsurface  contexts,  as  well  as  21  stone  fea¬ 
tures  exposed  throughout  an  area  of  approximately  10  hectares  (ha)  or  25  acres 
(a). 

The  horizontal  limits  of  the  site  are  defined  by  the  distribution  of  sur¬ 
face  materials  which  are  scattered  along  the  road  and  other  surface  exposures 
primarily  near  the  terrace  edge.  Surface  materials  are  thinly  distributed. 

Three  distinct  subareas  are  evident,  however,  and  are  separated  by  distances 
of  approximately  70  and  100  meters  within  which  no  surface  materials  were  noted 
(see  Figures  2  and  3)<  The  western  subarea  is  a  rectangular  unit  of  approxi¬ 
mately  360x85m  situated  along  the  terrace  edge;  the  central  subarea  is  a  trian¬ 
gular  unit  (ca.  Ii30xl80m);  and  the  eastern  subarea  is  a  rectangular  unit  of 
ca.  250x60m  occupying  the  crest  of  a  narrow  terrace  spur. 

For  the  purpose  of  establishing  limits  which  can  be  consistently  identified 
In  the  field,  the  site  boundaries  are  defined  by  the  lake  shoreline  along  the 
east,  south  and  west  margins,  and  by  the  shallow  ravine  and  fenceline  (govern¬ 
ment  boundary)  along  the  northern  edge.  This  area,  which  encompasses  approxi¬ 
mately  14.2  ha  (35  a)  includes  the  entire  topographic  feature  occupied  by  the 
site  on  government  land  and  contains  all  identified  surface  evidence  of  cultural 
remains.  The  area  byond  the  fence line  is  cultivated  and  was  not  surveyed.  On 
the  basis  of  the  recorded  surface  distribution,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  site 
extends  within  this  area. 
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Figure  2.  Contour  map  showing  locations  of  surface  features  and  specimens  plot¬ 
ted  within  the  west  half  of  site  39HUI73>  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  3*  Contour  map  showing  locations  of  surface  features  and  specimens  plot 
ted  within  the  east  half  of  site  39HU173i  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
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An  estimate  of  the  vertical  depth  of  the  site  is  provided  by  the  results 
of  four  controlled  tests.  These  tests  were  placed  within  each  of  the  three 
recognized  subareas.  Cultural  materials  were  recorded  within  the  upper  two 
levels  (0-20cm  surface  depth)  of  each  of  three  test  units;  positive  test  re¬ 
sults  (i.e.,  defined  by  the  presence  of  cultural  remains)  were  obtained  within 
each  subarea. 

INVESTIGATION 

Site  39HU173  was  initially  identified  during  a  pedestrian  survey  conducted 
by  the  Division  of  Archeological  Research,  University  of  Nebraska  on  13  May 
1979  and  was  further  documented  during  a  return  investigation  on  5  August  1979* 
All  lands  within  the  government  boundary  (see  site  map)  were  intensively  (1001 
coverage)  inspected  on  both  occasions. 

PROCEDURES 

The  proveniences  of  all  observed  surface  specimens  and  stone  features  were 
recorded  through  instrument  (transit)  mapping  procedures  resulting  in  a  contour 
map  of  the  site  area  (see  Figures  2  and  3  and  attached  field  records).  All 
chipped  stone  tools  and  a  sample  of  the  lithic  material  types  represented  by 
the  flaking  debris  were  collected.  All  other  surface  materials  were  left  in 
place  pending  potential  future  investigation.  Measured  plan  drawings  were 
prepared  for  each  of  the  stone  features  which  were  also  photographed  (see 
photographs  1-5)- 

Four  controlled  test  squares  were  excavated  to  determine  the  presence  or 
absence  of  subsurface  cultural  deposits.  These  tests  were  placed  at  undisturbed 
locations  near  observed  surface  features  within  each  of  the  three  recognized 
site  subareas.  These  units  varied  in  size;  a  1x1m  square  (Test  1)  was  placed 
within  the  central  subarea,  a  second  1x1m  square  (Test  2)  was  excjvated  on  the 
crest  of  the  spur  in  the  eastern  subarea,  and  two  0.5x0.5m  squares  (Tests  3 
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Photograph  1.  Photograph  of  Feature  1  (rock  cluster)  looking  toward 

southeast.  Vehicle  in  background  is  near  map  station  6, 
western  subarea,  site  39HU173' 
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Photograph  3*  Photograph  of  Feature  8  (rock  cairn)  looking  toward  north. 

Vehicle  trail  and  fenceline  (government  boundary)  extend 
toward  shallow  ravine  at  north  edge  of  the  site  which  is 
visible  In  the  background  below  the  horizon  line;  central 
subarea,  site  39HU173. 
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Photograph  4 


f 


Photograph  of  Feature  9  (small  rock  cluster)  looking 
northeast;  central  subarea,  site  39HU173. 
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Photograph  5-  Photograph  of  Feature  16  (rock  line)  looking  toward  south¬ 
east.  Lake  Oahe  shoreline  is  in  background;  eastern 
subarea,  site  39HU173. 
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k. 

and  k)  were  located  within  the  western  subarea.  Each  test  was  excavated  in 
arbitrary  equal  levels  (10cm)  and  all  matrix  was  dry  screened  through  1/4"  mesh 
hardware  cloth. 

RESULTS 

Chipped  stone  tools,  flaking  debris,  fire-cracked  rock,  and  unmodified 
bone  fragments  were  recorded  at  63  surface  locations  and  within  the  upper  two 
levels  of  three  subsurface  tests  (see  Table  1).  The  majority  (56.9%)  of  the 
102  chipped  stone  specimens  occurred  within  the  central  subarea  with  the  remain¬ 
der  nearly  equally  distributed  within  the  eastern  (22.5%)  and  western  (20.6%) 
subareas. 

Subsurface  cultural  materials  were  recorded  at  three  of  the  four  tests. 

All  materials  occurred  within  the  upper  two  levels  (0-20cm  S.D.)  of  these  units 
(see  Table  2).  However,  the  majority  (79.5%)  of  the  specimens  were  associated 
with  the  first  level  (O-IOcm  S.O.).  Chipped  stone  specimens  occurred  at  0- 
20cm  S.D.  within  all  three  successful  tests;  bone  fragments  were  recovered  from 
the  upper  two  levels  of  a  single  unit  (Test  2,  eastern  subarea)  and;  fire-cracked 
rock  was  also  noted  within  the  same  depth  at  another  unit  (Test  1,  central  sub- 
area). 

The  upper  two  test  levels  are  included  within  the  light  brown  loess  soil 
zone  which  overlies  a  more  compact  brown  soil  characterized  by  inclusion  of 
caliche  fragments.  No  cultural  materials  were  noted  within  this  lower  soil 

zone.  • 

♦ 

Various  stone  features  observed  on  the  surface  within  each  of  the  three 
subareas  include  11  stone  circles,  9  concentrations  or  stone  clusters,  and  a 
rock  cairn  (F8).  Seven  of  these  features  (F1-F7)  are  located  within  the  western 
subarea,  five  (F8-F12)  occur  within  the  central  subarea,  and  nine  (F13~21)  are 
concentrated  along  the  narrow  ridge  crest  within  the  eastern  subarea. 
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Materials  Recovered  ■ 

Although  all  observed  surface  materials  were  mapped,  only  select  specimens 
(7)  were  retained  for  laboratory  observations  and  include  specimens  from  two 
surface  locations  within  each  of  the  three  subareas.  All  subsurface  materials 
{kk)  were  collected  within  controlled  vertical  units. 

Chipped  Stone.  Of  the  total  102  chipped  stone  specimens  observed,  95  repre 
sent  flaking  debris  and  core  fragments  and  only  seven  are  tool  specimens.  All 
seven  tools,  including  six  biface  specimens  and  one  retouched  flake,  and  22 
chipping  debris  specimens  were  collected. 

A  variety  of  lithic  material  types  are  represented  in  the  chipped  stone 
Inventory  and  include  Tongue  River  Silicified  Sediment  (red  and  yellow).  Knife 
River  Flint,  various  jasper/chert  specimens  (red,  yellow,  white),  chalcedonies 
(brown,  white,  grey,  and  red),  and  solid  quartzite  (grey).  With  the  exception 
of  Knife  River  Flint  and  solid  quartzite,  each  of  these  materials  are  locally 
available  in  cobble  form  within  the  glacial  deposits  (see  Abler  1977: 1 32-1 1«0 
for  type  definitions  and  geographic  distributions). 

Chipped  stone  tools  (Figure  A)  include  a  complete  biface  (triangular), 
two  patterned  biface  elements  (projectiles),  a  bifacial  fragment,  and  a  re¬ 
touched  flake  recovered  from  the  surface,  and  two  bifacial  forms  obtained  from 
two  subsurface  tests. 

The  three  patterned  tool  forms  consist  of  a  thin  elongated  triangular  bi- 
♦  face  (catalog  number  3) •  the  haft  element  of  a  small  thin  corner-notched  projec¬ 

tile  basal  segment  (catalog  number  1),  and  the  basal  segment  of  a  small  thin 
^  side-notched  projectile  (catalog  number  6). 

The  triangular  biface  (Figure  A,  E)  is  made  of  grey/brown  solid  quartzie 
with  excurvate  lateral  margins  and  a  straight  base  (maximum  length  is  93>6mm, 
maximum  width  is  AO.Snim,  maximum  thickness  if  10.1mm).  This  specimen  was  re¬ 
covered  from  the  surface  near  the  crest  of  the  ridge  within  the  eastern  subarea. 
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Figure  k.  Drawings  of  chipped  stone  tool  specimens  from  site  39HU173>  A)  cor- 
ner*notched  projectile,  haft  element;  B)  side-notched  projectile, 
basal  segment:  C)  Irregular  biface;  0)  ovoid  biface,  fragment:  E) 
triangular  biface;  F)  biface,  edge  fragment;  G)  thick  retouched  flake. 
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The  corner-notched  projectile  haft  element  (Figure  4,  A)  is  made  of  red 
and  white  mottled  jasper/chert,  includes  a  single  notch  element,  and  exhibits 
an  apparently  excurvate  abruptly  angled  lateral  edge  (blade  element)  and 
straight  basal  margin  (maximum  length  is  15*5niii,  maximum  width  is  11.3n<m,  maxi¬ 
mum  thickness  is  3>9nn)).  This  specimen  was  collected  from  the  surface  near 
Feature  11  (stone  circle)  within  the  central  subarea. 

The  side-notched  projectile  basal  segment  (Figure  4,  B)  is  made  of  white 
chert,  includes  two  perpendicularly  oriented  notch  elements,  and  exhibits  ap¬ 
parently  straight,  slightly  angled  lateral  edges  (blade  element)  and  a  straight 
slightly  incurvate  basal  margin  (maximum  length  is  10.2mm,  maximum  width  is 
13.2mm,  maximum  thickness  is  3*ln»'')*  This  specimen  was  recovered  from  the  sur¬ 
face  near  Feature  5  (stone  circle)  within  the  western  subarea. 

Bone.  Bone  specimens  noted  at  the  site  are  unmodified  and  represent  un¬ 
identifiable  mammal  species.  Bone  debris  was  recorded  on  the  surface  at  four 
locations  within  the  western  and  central  subareas  and  was  left  in  place. 

Twelve  small  bone  fragments  were  recovered  from  the  upper  two  levels  (0-20cm 
S.D.)  of  Test  2  within  the  eastern  subarea. 

Other  Haterials.  Remaining  specimens  recorded  at  the  site  are  small  angu¬ 
lar  frag-ients  of  fire-cracked  rock.  These  specimens  consist  of  granite  which 
is  also  locally  available  in  the  glacial  till  and  outwash  deposits.  Surface 
specimens  were  recorded  at  two  locations;  one  (catalog  no.  21)  is  situated 
within  the  western  subarea  and  the  other  (catalog  no.  65)  is  located  within 
the  eastern  subarea.  Neither  location  is  spatially  proximate  to  recorded  stone 
features.  Fire-cracked  rock  was  also  recovered  from  the  upper  two  levels  (0- 
20cm  S.D.)  of  Test  1  which  is  located  within  the  central  subarea  at  approxi¬ 
mately  12m  northeast  of  Feature  11  (stone  circle).  These  materials  indicate 
a  potential  that  hearth  features  may  be  expected. 

B-104 


FOR  NFS  USE  ONLY 
RECEIVED 
DATE  ENTERED 


FwmNo  lO-SOOl 
m*v  10- 741 

UNITbDSTAThSDtPARTMLNTOKTHt  INThKIOR  IFOR  NPS USE  ONLY 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

RECEIVED 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 

INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM  Idate  entered - 

•» 

CONTINUATION  SHEET _ ITEM  NUMBER  7 _ PAGE  1  8 

* 

Stone  Features 

Descriptive  characteristics  for  the  21  stone  features  recorded  at  site 
39HU173  Are  summarized  in  Table  3«  As  indicated,  in  some  instances,  identifi' 
cation  of  patterns  represented  by  various  rock  clusters  is  difficult  (e.g. , 

F1-F3,  F16  and  Fl8).  Additional  stone  circles  may  be  present. 

With  the  exception  of  Feature  6,  the  stone  groups  defined  as  circles  ex¬ 
hibit  little  variability  in  size  or  in  the  number  of  stones  comprising  each 
feature.  Ten  of  these  circles  have  diameters  varying  between  5.0m  to  7.5<n  and 
are  comprised  of  14  to  29  stones  while  Feature  6  has  a  maximum  dimension  of 
4.0m  and  consists  of  only  eight  stones.  The  dimensions  of  individual  circles 
are  fairly  evenly  distributed  within  this  size  range.  The  mean  maximum  dimen¬ 
sion  is  5«92m  with  a  standard  deviation  of  0.98m.  In  general,  all  21  features 
exhibit  a  limited  range  of  variability  as  indicated  in  a  comparison  of  mean 
values  presented  in  Table  3. 

DISCUSSION  AND  EVALUATION 

Site  39HU173,  with  21  stone  features,  is  second  only  to  site  39HU48  (75 

features)  in  number  of  total  features  among  sites  of  this  general  type  along 

the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe.  Two  sites  (39HU151  and  39HU171)  each  contain  18 
stone  features,  and  a  third  (39SL248)  includes  17«  For  the  most  part,  identi¬ 
fied  sites  are  relatively  small;  12  of  the  23  stone  circle  sites  contain  only 
one  to  three  features  compared  to  an  average  for  the  project  of  nine  features  • 

A 

per  site.  The  number  of  stone  circles  identified  at  these  sites  ranges  from 
one  to  66. 

This  range  of  stone  circles  per  site  within  the  project  area  is  similar 

to  that  reported  for  other  parts  of  the  northern  and  northwestern  Plains.  Sur¬ 

vey  investigations  within  the  proposed  Lonetree  unit  of  the  Garrison  Diversion 
project  in  northcentral  North  Dakota  resulted  in  the  identification  of  at  least 
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Iflble -i..- Summary  of  stone  features  recorded  at  site 
Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 

39HU173: 

Lake  Oahe  East 

Feature 

Maximum 

Orientation^ 

Stone 

Numbe  r 

Description 

Dimensions" 

of  Max.  Length 

Count ^ 

Western 

Subarea 

FI 

rock  cluster 

10.0  (L) 

N353*E 

14 

(or  line?) 

8.0  (W) 

F2 

rock  cluster 

5.0  (L) 

N33*E 

9 

(or  circle?) 

k.O  (W) 

F3 

rock  cluster 

^1.5  (L) 

N329*E 

8 

(or  ci rc le?) 

3.0  (W) 

rk 

rock  line 

5.0  (L) 

N280*E 

8 

F5 

stone  circle 

7.5  (L) 

7.0  (w) 

N345*E 

14 

F6 

stone  ci rcle 

4.0  (L) 

3.5  (w) 

N07*E 

8 

F7 

rock  1 i ne 

4.5  (L) 

1.0  (W) 

N352*E 

15 

Central 

Subarea 

F8 

rock  cai rn 

4.0  (L) 

2.5  (w) 

N21"E 

30 

F9 

rock  cluster 

2.5  (L) 

1.7  (w) 

N11"E 

5 

F10 

stone  circle 

7.0  (diam.) 

- 

18 

Fll 

stone  circle 

6.5  (L) 

5.5  (W) 

N65*E 

18 

F12 

rock  cluster 
(or  cai rn?) 

4.2  (L) 

N85*E 

40 

fHaximum  length  (L) ,  width  (W)  or  diameter  (diam.)  in  meters  is  indicated. 
"Orientation  from  magnetic  north  of  line  through  maximum  dimension  is  indicated 
(direction  is  recorded  only  within  first  and  fourth  compass  quadrants). 

^Number  of  stones  associated  with  each  feature  is  based  on  surface  evidence. 
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Table  3*  Summary  of  stone  features  recorded  at  site  39HU173;  Lake  Oahe  East 
Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota  (concluded). 


Feature  Maximum  Orientation  Stone^ 

Number  Description  Dimensions"  of  Max.  Length  Count 


Eastern  Subarea 


(F1_3  is  a  small  depression) 


FI  4 

stone  circle 

6.8 

(L) 

N93“E 

17 

6.0 

(w) 

FI  5 

stone  circle 

5.0 

(diam. ) 

- 

20 

F16 

rock  cluster 
(or  line?) 

3.0 

(L) 

N3‘»*E 

7 

F17 

stone  ci rcle 

6.5 

(diam. ) 

- 

29 

FI  8 

rock  cluster 

3.5 

(L) 

N27*E 

II 

(or  ci rcle?) 

3.0 

(w) 

FI  9 

stone  circle 

5.0 

(L) 

N38“E 

15 

A.O 

(w) 

F20 

stone  circle 

5.5 

(L) 

n60*E 

21 

^1.5 

(w) 

F21 

stone  circle 

6.0 

(L) 

nAo’e 

17 

(shares  3  stones 
in  common  with  F22) 

5.2 

(w) 

F22 

stone  circle 
(shares  3  stones 
in  common  with  F21) 

5.5 

(L) 

N340*E 

17 

MEAN  VALUES 

(n-21) 

Max.  dimen. 

5.30 

16.24 

S“ 

1.66 

s-  8.37 

MEAN  VALUES 

FOR  STONE  CIRCLE  FEATURES 

(n-11) 

Max.  dimen. 

5.92 

17.64 

S“ 

0.98 

s-  4.87 

^Maximum  length  (L) ,  width  (W)  or  diameter  (diam.)  in  meters  is  indicated. 
"Orientation  from  magnetic  north  of  line  through  maximum  dimension  is  indicated 
(direction  is  recorded  only  within  first  and  fourth  compass  quadrants). 

^Number  of  stones  associated  with  each  feature  is  based  on  surface  evidence. 
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38  tipi  ring  sites  which  consisted  of  from  one  to  77  rings  per  site  (Schneider 
1976:10).  Investigations  within  other  portions  of  the  Garrison  Diversion  proj¬ 
ect  have  produced  compatible  results  (e.g..  Good  1977;  Vehik  1975).  Large  scale 
surveys  in  Colorado,  Montana,  Wyoming,  and  Alberta,  Canada  reported  by  Malouf 
(1961)  and  Kehoe  (i960)  resulted  in  identification  of  from  16  to  210  sites  within 
varied  areas  which  contained  from  one  to  50  circles  per  site  with  averages  of 

t 

approximately  five  to  11  circles  per  site. 

Circle  sizes  reported  at  site  39HU173  are  also  similar  to  the  range  of 
dimensions  reported  elsewhere.  Extensive  documentation  of  the  Sprenger  Tipi 
Ring  site  in  Sheridan  County,  North  Dakota,  for  example,  resulted  in  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  81  rings  varying  in  size  from  3*7  to  8.^m  in  diameter  (Schneider  and 
Treat  197^)*  Malouf  (1981)  describes  various  stone  circles  located  in  Colorado 
and  Montana  which  vary  in  size  from  12  to  18  feet  (3.7  to  5>Sni)  in  diameter. 
Forty-seven  circles  at  a  site  In  Colorado  reported  by  Flayharty  and  Morris  (197^: 
I6I-I72)  ranged  in  size  from  l^i  to  19  feet  (4.3"5*8m)  in  diameter  while  most 
were  between  16  to  18  feet  {k.S  to  5*5m).  Two  sites  in  Montana  were  examined  by 
Keyser  (1979: 1 33" 1^3) ;  one  location  contained  eight  circles  which  varied  from 
4.25  to  5>25m  in  inside  diameter  while  the  other  site  included  28  circles  which 
ranged  in  size  from  3.66  to  7>0m. 

Although  archeological  locations  defined  by  the  presence  of  stone  circles 
have  received  proportionately  less  attention  than  other  Native  American  sites 
in  the  Plains,  excavations  of  select  circles  have  been  conducted  at  various 
sites  scattered  throughout  the  region  (see  e.g.,  Husted  1969:7^~80;  Jensen  1973: 
185-199;  Flayharty  and  Morris  197^;  Schneider  and  Treat  197^;  and  Keyser  1979)- 
With  important  exceptions  (e.g.,  Schneider  and  Treat  197^)  these  investigations 
suggest  that  few  art i factual  remains  can  be  expected  and  that  subsurface  de¬ 
posits  are  likely  to  be  limited  in  depth  and  consist  largely  of  thinly  scattered 
specimens.  The  results  of  the  Sprenger  Tipi  Ring  investigation,  however,  sug¬ 
gest  that  inadequate  field  design  and  recovery  techniques  may  have  biased  past 
results  (Schneider  and  Treat  197^). 
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The  23  stone  circle  sites  identified  along  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe 
have  to  date  produced  a  limited  artifactual  inventory.  Cultural  specimens  in¬ 
cluded  chipped  stone,  bone  debris,  and  occasional  shell  fragments.  No  ceramics 
were  obtained  at  any  of  these  sites.  The  lithic  inventory  is  comprised  primar¬ 
ily  of  flaking  debris  and  includes  a  total  of  1166  specimens  or  an  average  of 
50.7  specimens  per  site.  Buried  deposits  were  identified  at  only  nine  sites 
(including  39HU173)  of  which  alt  but  one  (39HU^8)  contained  materials  restricted 
to  the  upper  20cm  below  the  surface. 

Interpretation  of  stone  circles  and  other  rock  features  associated  with 
this  site  type  appears  to  remain  a  problematic  issue.  Functional  determina¬ 
tions  relevant  to  individual  features  and  the  relation  of  this  site  type  to 
recognized  culture-historical  units  and  settlement  systems  are  not  clearly  de¬ 
fined.  Conclusions  and  arguments  represented  in  the  literature  are  not  fully 
resolved  by  more  recent  investigations.  Highly  varied  opinions  concerning  the 
proper  interpretation  of  stone  circles  have  been  offered  (see  e.g. ,  Mulloy  155^1 
Kehoe  1958;  and  Halouf  1961).  The  emphasis  In  these  discussions  concern  the 
circular  features  although  the  presence  of  other  stone  patterns  is  indicated; 
a  variety  of  types  of  circular  stone  enclosures  with  possible  functional  impli¬ 
cations  are  identified  and  summarized  for  the  Plains  region  by  Hoffman  (1953) 
and  Halouf  (196I).  Kehoe  (1 960:l|li3’^^^)  suggests  that  circle  size  and  other 
attributes  may  represent  temporally  related  variation;  and  Keyser  (1979)  iden¬ 
tifies  two  circle  types  which,  following  Halouf  (1961:388),  differentiate  be¬ 
tween  circular  'walls'  likely  associated  with  nondomestic  functions  and  stone 
circles  identified  as  'tipi  rings'.  Keyser  suggests  that  emphasis  on  Investi¬ 
gation  of  the  structural  remains  at  stone  feature  sites  should  provide  produc¬ 
tive  results  relevant  to  various  interests  concerning  "seasonal  utilization, 
settlement  pattern,  and  function"  (I979:l*i2)  and  merit  increased  attention. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  University  of  North  Dakota  at  the  Sprenger  site 
(Schneider  and  Treat  197^)  suggests  strongly  that  more  thoughtful  field  design 
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is  required  before  'interpretive'  problems  can  be  even  partially  resolved  but 
that  more  intensive  investigations  of  sites  of  this  general  type  may  prove  more 
productive  in  the  future. 

Certainly,  in  view  of  the  limited  work  that  has  been  conducted  at  these 
sites  which  appear  to  represent  a  major  element  in  Native  American  settlement 
of  the  Plains,  increased  interest  in  systematic  investigation  of  stone  circle 
sites  could  represent  a  productive  research  development.  Sites  such  as  39HU173 
which  contain  a  limited  but  varied  range  of  stone  features  should  offer  consid¬ 
erable  opportunity  for  investigation  of  a  variety  of  research  problems,  though 
traditionally  recovered  artifactual  and  ecofactual  data  are  not  consistently 
represented. 

TAXONOMIC  ASSESSMENT 

The  limited  artifactual  inventory  recovered  from  site  39HU173  precludes 
certain  determination  of  specific  cultural  categories  or  taxonomic  units  asso¬ 
ciated  with  occupat ion (s)  of  the  site  area.  Potential  temporal  limits  can  be 
suggested  on  the  basis  of  the  select  chipped  stone  specimens,  however. 

For  the  most  part,  the  chipped  stone  tools  recovered  provide  limited  diag¬ 
nostic  potential.  With  the  exception  of  two  projectile  fragments  (recovered 
from  the  surface),  the  various  bifacial  tool  specimens  are  not  at  present  indica¬ 
tive  of  particular  cultural  or  temporal  units.  The  side-notched  projectile 
^  form  (Figure  k,  B)  is  associated  in  general  with  the  Plains  Village  pattern 

*  (see  Lehme.'  I95^:I39"1^0) ,  but  is  not  amenable  to  further  taxonomic  identifica¬ 

tion.  The  corner-notched  projectile  fragment  (Figure  4,  A)  may  indicate  Wood- 
r  land  period  use  of  the  site  area  and  is  similar  to  the  "small,  squat,  shallow, 

corner-notched  points"  (Syms  1977:92)  associated  with  the  Besant  horizon  (ca. 

A.D.  1  to  A.D.  700)  and  described  by  Reeves  (1970:162,  164)  as  a  northern  Plains 
cultural  unit  characterized  by  communal  bison  hunting  (see  also  Johnson  1977). 
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Both  Syms  (1977:92)  and  Neuman  (1975:81-82)  suggest  that  the  broad  range  of 
projectile  forms  currently  identified  as  Besant  greatly  limits  the  utility  of 
this  description.  However,  the  variety  of  lithic  raw  materials  represented 
at  39HLI173  would  not  be  inconsistent  with  a  Woodland  period  occupation. 

SITE  INTEGRITY 

Buried  cultural  materials  were  identified  at  site  39HU173  within  three 
of  four  subsurface  tests.  Each  of  these  test  units  was  placed  outside  of  iden¬ 
tified  stone  features  to  avoid  disturbance  of  areas  which  may  be  subjected  to 
more  extensive  future  investigation.  Positive  test  results  in  three  units  pro¬ 
vide  evidence  of  subsurface  materials  within  each  of  the  three  defined  subareas 
of  the  site.  As  expected  for  sites  of  this  type,  concentrated  deposits  or  dis¬ 
tinct  cultural  levels  were  not  identified. 

With  the  exception  of  Feature  8  (rock  cairn)  which  is  located  in  the  center 
of  the  small  roadway  extending  through  the  site  area,  recent  disturbance  of 
surface  features  at  the  site  is  not  apparent.  Although  it  is  possible  that 
various  stones  or  features  may  have  been  previously  removed  from  the  area,  evi¬ 
dence  of  recent  movement  of  stones  was  not  observed.  Given  the  location  of 
this  site  within  a  public  use  area,  potential  disturbance  of  surface  features 
remains  an  important  consideration.  The  vehicle  trail  and  irrigation  line  have 
resulted  in  limited  surface  disturbance.  The  site  area  is  not  cultivated  and, 
for  the  most  part,  the  surface  is  stabilized  by  grass  cover  which  extends  down 
gentle  slopes  to  the  lake  shore  and  minimizes  potential  erosion  problems  along 
the  site  margin.  Conditions  within  the  area  (private  land)  north  of  the  fence 
have  not  been  evaluated. 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 

Archeological  site  39HU173  is  a  relatively  undisturbed  location  represent¬ 
ing  a  widespread  but  largely  unstudied  element  of  Nati ve  .American  occupation 
of  the  Plains  region  which  is  characterized  by  the  presence  of  stone  features 
including  the  familiar  circular  structural  remains  often  referred  to  as  'tipi 
rings' . 

The  type  of  stone  circles  interpreted  as  'tipi  rings',  or  the  remains  of 
domestic  structures,  are  generally  considered  to  be  associated  with  a  nomadic 
life  style  or  one  which  is  centered  on  seasonal  movements  related  to  short¬ 
term  subsistence  activities  and  is  characterized  by  the  use  of  mobile  dwelling 
structures.  The  relationship  of  these  remains  to  currently  recognized  culture- 
historical  categories  is  unclear.  For  the  most  part,  specific  cultural  and 
temporal  units  represented  by  these  features  have  not  been  clearly  established 
due  largely  to  a  lack  of  extensive  investigations  and  to  the  general  absence 
of  diagnostic  assemblages  and  radiometrical ly  dated  remains.  Extant  data  indi¬ 
cate  that  both  historic  and  prehistoric  occupations  are  represented  by  the  gene¬ 
ral  site  type;  the  use  of  mobile  dwellings  for  hunting  trips  and  other  transi¬ 
tory  activities  which  would  produce  the  observed  stone  remains  is  amply  docu¬ 
mented  for  historically  known  Plains  groups;  examples  of  earlier  stone  circle 
sites  include  two  Late  Prehistoric  period  occupations  in  the  northwestern  Plains 
radiometrical ly  dated  ca.  eleventh  or  twelfth  century  A.D.  (Flayharty  and  Morris 
197^)  end  approximately  seventeenth  century  A.O.  (Frison  1967). 

Current  information  concerning  this  type  of  site  is  based  largely  on  sur¬ 
face  investigations  which  have  been  conducted,  for  the  most  part,  within  the 
northern  and  northwestern  Plains.  Recent  excavation  efforts  also  have  been 
completed  primarily  within  these  same  regional  subareas.  Systematic 


8-112 


fwmNo  10-300» 

(R*v  10-74) 

UNITbD  STATbS  DbPARl  MbNT  Oh  THb  INTbRIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 

CONTINUATION  SHEET  ITEM  NUMBER  8  PAGE  26 

investigation  of  stone  circle  sites  located  within  the  Lake  Oahe  area  of  north- 
central  South  Dakota  have  not  been  initiated.  Geographically  related  variabil¬ 
ity  potentially  represented  by  sites  in  this  area  is  presently  undefined. 

The  23  stone  circle  sites  (includes  only  those  with  circular  rings)  iden¬ 
tified  during  the  1979  investigation  along  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe  vary 
considerably  in  the  number  of  features  (one  to  75)  represented  at  each  site 
and  include  differing  combinations  of  circular  structures,  stone  clusters,  rock 
cairns,  and  stone  mounds.  Site  39HU173  contains  a  variety  of  these  features 
and  provides  a  significant  opportunity  to  productively  investigate  aspiecCs  of 
structural  differences  and  other  variability  relevant  to  interpretive  clarifi¬ 
cation  and  other  problems-  di scussed  above. 

Based  on  the  results  of  the  limited  preliminary  tests  completed  at  this 
site,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  productive  data  recovery  can  also  be  ex¬ 
pected  with  respect  to  other  material  and  nonmaterial  data  categories.  In  view 
of  the  diagnostic  specimens  recovered  and  the  spatial  distribution  of  surface 
cultural  remains,  various  intrasite  differences  are  indicated  and  it  is  likely 
that  more  than  one  site  use  is  represented  within  the  designated  area  probably 
during  the  Woodland  and  Plains  Village  periods  (ca.  A.D.  1  to  A.D.  1700).^  In¬ 
tensive  investigation  of  this  site,  particularly  in  conjunction  with  study  of 
other  sites  distributed  throughout  this  area,  will  expand  the  currently  limited 
geographic  representation  of  this  site  type,  and  should  contribute  significant 
substantive,  methodological,  and  interpretive  data  concerning  an  important  as¬ 
pect  of  Native  American  settlement  that  presently  remains  undescribed  within 
the  Middle  Missouri  area. 
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—MIR  _UNEXPOSEO 

DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE 

SUMMARY 

The  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeological  District  is  comprised  of  four  Native 
American  sites,  defined  principally  by  stone  features,  and  a  single  isolated  specimen 
location.  These  sites  are  clustered  within  an  area  of  roughly  170  ac  along  both  sides 
of  the  former  Okobojo  Creek  channel,  now  inundated  by  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 

Resources  within  this  district  provide  the  only  example  of  stone  features  recorded  in 
the  project  area  at  relatively  low  elevations  within  the  upper  reaches  of  a  tributary 
stream  valley  (Figure  1). 

CONTEXT 

Field  work  providing  the  basis  for  this  nomination  was  performed  in  1979  by  the 
University  of  Nebraska  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (Falk  and 
Pepperl  n.d.).  An  intensive  pedestrian  survey  (Class  III)  was  completed  for  all 
federal  lands  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Oahe  extending  between  the  Oahe  Dam  near 
Pierre,  South  Dakota  and  the  North  Dakota  border,  a  distance  of  approximately  150 
river  miles.  A  total  of  about  32,110  ac  of  government  lands  along  602  mi  of  shore¬ 
line  is  included  within  this  survey  area.  Native  American  resources  inventoried  as  a 
result  of  the  1979  survey  consist  of  229  sites,  including  66  sites  with  stone 
features,  and  also  137  isolated  locations. 

Previous  Investigations.  Prior  to  the  1979  UNL  survey,  the  Lake  Oahe  area  was 
investigated  as  part  of  the  extensive  salvage  efforts  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
(River  Basin  Surveys)  and  others  which  were  conducted  during  the  1950s  and  1960s 
prior  to  inundation  of  much  of  the  middle  segment  of  the  Missouri  River  valley  (see 
e.g..  Cooper  19^9.  1955).  The  results  of  this  work  are  synthesized  by  Lehmer  (1971). 

The  attention  of  such  preinundation  studies  focused  on  the  considerable  resources  of 
the  river  terraces,  primarily  earthlodge  villages.  In  the  vicinity  of  Okobojo  Creek, 
two  sites  (now  inundated)  were  recorded  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  valley.  Several 
house  depressions  were  excavated  at  39SL29  (McNutt  1957)  while  the  other  site  (39SL9) 
was  not  tested  (Mallory  1950). 

One  site  (39SL298)  within  the  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  District  had  been 
previously  identified.  This  site  was  recorded  during  a  more  recent  survey  by  Corps 
of  Engineer's  personnel  but  was  not  further  investigated  at  that  time  (Lazio  1977). 
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Figure  I.  General  location  of  the  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeological  District  on 
the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  Sully  County,  South  Dakota. 
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Env i ronment.  The  Middle  Missouri  trench,  extending  through  North  and  South  Dakota,  A 
is  characterized  by  three  distinct  physiographic  zones  (Lehmer  1971:50-53).  The  trench 
margins  ("breaks”)  are  steep  and  heavily  eroded.  The  grassy,  or  sometimes  barren,  slopes 
of  this  zone  are  littered  in  many  areas  by  glacial  till  (cobbles  and  boulders).  Below 
the  breaks  are  broad  grass  covered  terraces  and  the  forested  river  flood  plain,  both  of 
which  are  now  inundated  within  much  of  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea.  The  continuity  of 
Such  trench  features  is  interrupted  by  major  tributary  valleys  only  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river  while  minor  drainages  occur  occasionally  along  the  east  side.  These  small 
drainages,  such  as  the  Okobojo  Creek  valley,  have  physiographic  features  similar  to  that 
of  the  river  trench. 

The  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  District  is  comprised  principally  of  benches  and 
terraces  at  the  base  of  the  eroded  slope  to  the  uplands.  Sites  within  this  unit  arc 
situated  on  knolls  or  other  elevated  positions  directly  overlooking  the  former  narrow 
floor  of  the  creek  valley,  Moderate  to  dense  grass  cover  and  glacial  till  is  repre¬ 
sented  on  most  surfaces  in  this  area  which  is  roughly  9,0  km  (5.6  mi)  above  the  former 
creek  confluence  with  the  Missouri  River. 

BOUNDARY  JUSTIFICATION 

The  boundaries  of  the  roughly  170  ac  area  contained  by  the  Upper  Okobojo  Creek 
District  are  designed  to  1)  encompass  all  stone  feature  sites  currently  identified  along 
the  upper  reaches  of  Okobojo  Creek  within  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  and  2)  include  the 
lower  valley  slopes  and  terraces  along  both  sides  of  the  former  creek  channel  which 
constitute  the  Immediate  environmental  context  of  the  four  sites  comprising  the  district. 

The  particular  configuration  of.  the  District  margins  around  this  segment  of  the  creek 
valley  are  determined  principally  by  the  U.S.  government  boundaries  associated  with  the 
Lake  Oahe  project.  Exceptions  are  as  follows:  1)  the  government  boundary  is  extended 
50  m  east  of  Its  current  placement  to  include  the  eastern  portion  of  site  39SL248  ^ 

(purchase  of  this  approximately  2  ac  tract  is  recommended),  2)  the  government  boundary 
is  extended  20  m  west  of  its  current  placement  to  include  the  western  portion  of  site 
39SL299  (purchase  of  this  0.5  ac  tract  is  recommended).  All  other  portions  of  the 
proposed  district  are  situated  on  federal  property  managed  by  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District. 
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DISTRICT  COMPOSITION 

The  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeological  District  is  composed  of  four  Native 
American  sites,  each  of  which  is  principally  known  by  various  stone  features  visible  on 
the  surface  (Table  1).  These  resources  are  distributed  on  both  the  north  {39bL2A8  and 
39SL299)  and  south  sides  (39SL296  and  39SL32A)  of  Okobojo  Creek,  now  an  embayment  of 
Lake  Oahe  (Figure  2).  Stone  features  recorded  range  from  multiple  patterned  (n  =  2) 
groups  at  site  39SL248  to  single  stone  circles  at  sites  39SL296  and  39SL299  and  a  rock 
cairn  at  site  39SL32A  (Table  2).  Few  artifactual  specimens,  largely  chipped  stone 
debris,  were  recovered  at  three  of  the  four  sites  during  the  1979  UNL  investigations 
(Table  3),  each  of  which  were  subjected  to  only  limited  subsurface  testing  at  that  time. 
The  nature  and  extent  of  work  conducted  at  each  site  is  briefly  reviewed  below. 

Site  39SL2A8  is  situated  at  1630-16A0  ft  elevation  on  a  south-sloping  terrace 
roughly  60  m  north  of  the  Lake  Oahe  shore  and  directly  above  the  former  flood  plain  of 
Okobojo  Creek.  The  site  consists  of  15  stone  circles,  a  rock  alignment,  and  an 
unpatterned  rock  cluster  which  are  distributed  within  an  area  of  120  x  157  m  (Figure  3). 
This  area  is  characterized  by  rolling  slopes  with  a  moderate  cover  of  heavily  grazed 
grass  and  exposures  of  glacial  till  along  the  crests  of  knolls  and  ridges  (Figure  A). 
Stone  circles  recorded  at  39SL2A8  range  from  3-0  to  8.5  m  in  diameter  with  a  mean 
maximum  dimension  of  5-9  m  (Table  A).  These  features  (Figure  5)  are  consistent  in  size 
and  configuration  to  those  recorded  elsewhere  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project  but  are  generally 
defined  by  larger  numbers  of  stones  (mean  per  circle  is  A2.2  stones  at  39SL2A8) .  A 
biface  tool,  lithic  core,  flaking  debris  (n  >  11),  and  unmodified  faunal  remains  (n  *  2} 
were  recovered  from  the  surface.  Flaking  debris  (n  ■  6) ,  fire-cracked  rock  (n  ■  8) , 
and  bone  (n  ■  A)  occurred  within  the  upper  level  (0-15  cm  S.D.)  of  Tests  1  and  2 
(1  X  1  m  squares).  Test  3  was  sterile.  Temporally  diagnostic  specimens  were  not 
recovered.  Site  39SL2A8  is  not  currently  affected  by  operation  of  Lake  Oahe  but 
accelerated  erosion  and  disturbance  of  surface  features  is  possible  if  the  current 
intensity  of  grazing  is  continued. 
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Figure  2.  Topographic  map  showing  the  extent  and  composition  of  the  proposed  Upper 
Okobojo  Creek  Archeological  District,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota.  Adapted 
f-om  U.S.G.S.  Okobojo  7-5"minute  quadrangle. 
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Table  2.  Summary  of  stone  features  recorded  at  Native  American  sites  within  the  proposed 
Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeological  District,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore,  South  Dakota. 


Type  of 

Featu  re 

39SL248 

39SL296 

39SL299 

39SL324 

Total 

Features 

stone  circle 

15 

1 

1 

- 

17 

rock  cluster 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

rock  1 i ne 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

rock  ca i rn 

• 

- 

• 

1 

1 

Total  features 


17 


1 


1 


20 
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Table  3.  Summary  of  cultural  materials  recovered  from  Native  American  sites  within  the 
proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeological  District,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 


Specimen  Category 


39SL2A8 


39SL296 


39SL299  39SL32A  Total  specimens 


Chipped  Stone 

rectangular  biface 
core  tool 
flaking  debris 
Fire-cracked  rock 
Unmod i f i ed  bone 

Total  Specimens 


1 

1 

17 

8 

6 


1 

1 

22 

8 

6 


33 


38 
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Figure  A.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeological 

District.  A)  Aerial  view  of  site  39SL2A8  facing  southeast  (UNL  Neg.  No.  11-20). 
6)  General  view  of  site  39SL2A8  facing  southwest  (UNL  Neg.  No.  lO-lA). 
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Table  4  Sumnary  of  stone  features  recorded  at  site  39SL2li8:  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 
Dakota. 


Feature 

Dumber  Description 

Maximum 

Dimensions 

Orientation’ 
of  Maximum  Length 

Stone* 

Count 

Comments 

1 

Stone  ci rcle 

6. SO  length 

6.00  width 

N90*E 

68 

edge  groups 

2 

stone  ci rcle 

5.00  length 

4. SO  width 

N3I7*E 

54 

3 

stone  ci rcle 

6.00  length 

N35*E 

81 

edge  group;  Intersects  with 

5.00  width 

west  edge  of  F4 

4 

s  tone  circle 

3.00  diameter 

9 

intersects  with  east  edge  of 
F3 

5 

Stone  circle 

5.00  length 

4.00  width 

N45*E 

88 

2  interior  stones;  edge  group 

6 

stone  ci rcle 

7.00  diameter 

51 

edge  group 

7 

stone  ci rcle 

6.00  diameter 

48 

intersects  with  east  edge  of 
F8 

8 

stone  ci rcle 

8.50  length 

N79*e 

44 

Intersects  with  west  edge  of 
F7 

9 

stone  circle 

6. SO  length 

6.00  width 

N290*E 

32 

1  Interior  stone;  edge  group 

10 

stone  cl rcle 

4. SO  diameter 

18 

11 

stone  ci rcle 

5.50  length 

4.50  width 

N0*E 

22 

12 

stone  circle 

7.00  length 

6.00  width 

H75*E 

39 

2  Interior  stones 

13 

stone  ci rcle 

7.00  length 

6.00  width 

N22*E 

43 

edge  group 

14 

stone  cl rcle 

6.00  length 

4.00  width 

N282*E 

16 

15 

stone  cl rcle 

5.00  diameter 

20 

16 

rock  cluster 

8.00  length 

7.00  width 

H50*E 

51 

17 

rock  line 

4.80  length 

0.30  width 

N30*E 

9 

MEAN 

VALUES  (n>IS) 

X  -  5.90 

X  -  42.20 

s  -  1.27 

»  -  22.97 

^Orientation  from  magnetic  north  of  line  through  maximum  dimension  Is  indicated  (direction  Is  recorded 
only  within  first  and  iFourth  compass  quadrants). 

’Number  of  stones  associated  with  each  feature  is  based  on  surface  evidence. 
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Figure  5.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeological 
District.  A)  View  of  Feature  1  (stone  circle)  at  site  39SL2A8  facing  north 
(UNL  Neg.  No.  10-9).  B)  View  of  Features  2,3,  and  5  (stone  circles)  at  site 
39SL2li8  facing  northeast  (UNL  Neg.  No.  10-12). 
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Site  39SL296  is  situated  at  1670  ft  elevation  on  a  small  knoll  above  the  south  bank  ' 
of  Okobojo  Creek,  approximately  60  m  south  of  the  current  Lake  Oahe  shore  (Figure  6).  A 
single  stone  circle  and  a  chipped  stone  flake  were  recorded  within  an  area  of  7  x  10  m 
(Figure  7) •  The  stone  circle  is  5>5  m  in  diameter  and  is  composed  of  at  least  60  stones 
visible  on  the  surface  (Figure  6B) .  A  controlled  test  excavated  directly  north  of  the 
stone  circle  was  sterile.  The  site  is  not  temporally  assignable  on  the  basis  of  present 
evidence.  Site  39SL296  is  60  ft  above  shoreline  elevation  (1620  ft)  and  is  not 
currently  affected  bv  operation  of  Lake  Oahe. 

Site  39SL299  is  exposed  at  1660-1670  ft  elevation  on  a  southeast  sloping  ridge  north 
of  Okobojo  Creek,  approximately  150  m  west  of  the  present  shore  of  Lake  Oahe  (Figure  8). 

A  single  stone  circle  and  a  scatter  of  chipped  stone  debris  (n  •  A)  were  recorded  within 
an  area  of  15  x  35  m  (Figure  9).  The  stone  circle  (Figure  8B)  measures  8.2  x  9.2  m  and 
is  composed  of  75  stones.  Small  clusters  of  stones  or  edge  groups  occur  at  the  margins 
of  this  feature  and  21  other  stones  are  scattered  near  its  southeastern  corner.  Three 
uncontrolled  tests  excavated  within  and  near  the  stone  circle  were  sterile.  A  former 
vehicle  trail  extending  through  the  site  may  have  disturbed  the  southern  edge  of  the 
stone  circle.  No  temporally  diagnostic  materials  were  recovered.  Site  39SL299  is  not 
currently  affected  by  operation  of  Lake  Oahe. 

Site  39SL32l|  is  located  at  1680  ft  elevation  on  the  tip  of  a  narrow  ridge  over¬ 
looking  the  former  south  bank  of  Okobojo  Creek,  approximately  120  m  south  of  the  present 
Lake  Oahe  embayment  (Figure  6A  above).  The  site  consists  of  a  single  rock  cairn  which 
measures  1.0  m  in  diameter.  The  cairn  was  not  tested  and  no  other  artifactual  specimens 
were  noted  on  the  surface  of  the  immediate  area.  However,  an  isolated  chipped  stone  t ^ 

flake  (Field  No.  3~30)  was  identified  roughly  80  m  north  and  downslope  from  the  cairn. 

Site  39SL32A  is  60  ft  above  lake  shore  elevation  (1620  ft)  and  is  not  currently  affected  ^ 

by  op-*ration  of  Lake  Oahe. 

DATA  LIMITATIONS 

Stone  features  on  the  surface  of  four  sites  comprise  the  principal  data  category 
of  the  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  District.  With  few  exceptions,  these  features  appear 
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Figure  6.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeological 

District.  A)  Aerial  view  of  Native  American  sites  39SL296  and  39SL32i|  facing 
northwest  (UNL  Neg.  No.  ll-23)«  B)  View  of  stone  circle  at  site  39SL296 
facing  east  (UNL  Neg.  No.  11-1). 
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Figure  8.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeological 

District.  A)  General  view  of  site  39SL299  facing  southeast  (UNL  Neg.  No.  10-3). 
B)  View  of  the  stone  circle  at  site  39SL299  facing  west  (UNL  Neg.  No.  10-2). 
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to  be  undisturbed.  Stones  along  the  south  edge  of  the  circle  at  39SL299  and  perhaps, 
those  of  two  features  at  39SL2A8  may  have  been  dislocated  by  recent  use  of  the  area. 

The  presence  of  subsurface  materials  was  confirmed  only  at  site  39SL2148  which  was  most 
extensively  tested  during  the  1979  survey.  In  general,  only  limited  quantities  and 
types  of  artifactual  specimens  would  be  expected  at  three  sites  within  the  district, 
while  diverse  materials,  including  faunal  remains,  could  be  recovered  at  site  39SL248. 
Potentials  for  recovery  of  temporally  diagnostic  specimens  or  of  rad iometr ical 1y  datable 
materials  also  appear  to  be  limited  at  these  sites. 
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statement  of  SIGNIFICANCE 

SUMMARY  STATEMENT 

The  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  Archeological  District  offers,  in  conjunction 
with  other  selectee  resources  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  significant  opportunities  for 
comprehensive  study  of  settlement  patterns  represented  by  1)  stone  feature  sites 
(Study  Unit  1)  and  2)  Native  American  creek  valley  settlement  (Study  Unit  T).  The 
district  uniquely  contributes  to  the  selected  research  sample  by  providing  the  only 
recorded  example  of  stone  features  located  within  the  upper  reaches  of  a  tributary 
stream  valley. 

DUSCUSSION 

Past  research  and  culture-historical  models  for  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea  have 
focused  almost  exclusively  on  occupational  evidence  recorded  within  the  river  trench 
itself,  especially  the  abundant  late  prehistoric  villages  on  the  broad  terraces  of 
the  Missouri  River.  Native  American  settlement  within  tributary  creek  valley  contexts, 
particularly  that  associated  with  stone  feature  remains,  has  not  been  systematically 
investigated.  The  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  District  is  one  of  four  archeological 
districts  selected  to  represent  major  variability  in  stone  features  recorded  in  the 
Lake  Oahe  project.  This  sample  would  provide  a  ba'is  for  nitiating  much  needed  research 
concerning  the  content  and  organization  of  intrasite  and  intradistrict  characteristics 
as  well  as  a  foundation  for  identifying  and  modeling  intersite  patterning  of  key 
variables  at  a  subregional  scale. 
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♦  Surface  Features.  Stone  features  visible  on  the  surface  at  each  of  four  sites  are 

the  principal  data  sources  presently  recognized  for  the  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek 
District.  Most  of  these  features  are  stone  circles  presumed  to  be  structurally  related 
remains  often  referred  to  as  'tipi  rings'.  Such  rings  are  generally  considered  to  mark 
temporary  dwelling  locations  associated  with  nomadic  settlement  systems  (cf.  Kehoe  1958, 
I96O:  Hoffman  1953:  Malouf  1981).  Although  stone  circles  in  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea 
have  yet  to  receive  comprehensive  descriptive  or  interpretative  attention,  studies  in 
surrounding  areas  of  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  Plains,  as  well  as  limited  work  in  the 
Central  Plains,  suggest  that  both  prehistoric  and  historic  Native  American  occupations 
are  represented  by  such  remains  (e.g.,  Flayharty  and  Morris  197^;  Prison  1987;  Good  and 
Hauff  1979;  Jensen  1973:  Keyser  1979;  Schneider  and  Treat  197^)*  The  cultural  or 
temporal  relationship  of  stone  features  in  the  Oahe  area  to  similar  site  types  elsewhere 
is  presently  undetermined.  However,  the  Oahe  sample  of  such  remains  offers  a  significant 
opportunity  to  investigate  a  broad  range  of  variability  in  feature  form,  site  structure 
and  location  which  would  contribute  importantly  toward  resolving  current  needs  for  research 
of  regionally  representative  sites  (see  General  Significance  Statements  for  Study  Units 
I  and  3).  The  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek  District  provides  the  only  example  in  the  Oahe 
sample  of  stone  features  within  the  upper  reaches  of  a  tributary  stream  valley.  Study  of 
possible  relationships  between  sites  in  the  district,  as  well  as  comparative  evaluation 
with  both  single-feature  and  multiple-feature  sites  elsewhere  in  the  study  area  will  be 
possible. 

Subsurface  Materials.  Although  sites  within  the  proposed  district  have  not  been 
sufficiently  tested  for  the  exact  nature  of  subsurface  deposits  to  be  determined,  at 
*  least  one  site  (39SL2k8)  can  be  expected  to  yield  a  variety  of  buried  remains.  In 

addition  to  lithic  tools  and  flaking  debris,  limited  quantities  of  faunal  remains 
f  (presently  unidentified  taxa)  can  be  expected  and  should  support  studies  of  subsistence, 

site  function  and,  possibly,  season  of  occupation.  The  presence  of  fire-cracked  rock 
suggests  that  subsurface  features,  such  as  hearths,  may  also  be  encountered  through 
systematic  excavation. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL  DATA 


Universal  Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  grid  coordinates  are  provided  for  major  juncture 
points  around  the  district  margin  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  district 
(see  Figure  2) : 


Boundary 

Point 

Zone 

Easting 

(m) 

Northing 

(m) 

A 

lA 

3S3OOO 

A9A33^0 

B 

lA 

38AO8O 

A9A33AO 

C 

lA 

38A5IO 

A9A29IO 

D 

lA 

38A5IO 

A9A2350 

E 

lA 

383650 

A9A2850 

F 

lA 

383210 

A9A3050 

G 

lA 

383000 

A9A3150 

Universal  Transverse  Mercator  coordinates  for  individual  sites  within  the  district  are 
provided  in  Table  5' 

Verbal  Boundary  Description.  Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  District 
(Point  A),  which  is  20  m  west  of  the  U.S.  Government  boundary  between  Monument  Nos.  D-67 
and  D-68,  and  proceeding  in  a  clockwise  manner  (see  Figure  2),  the  district  boundary 
extends  due  east  along  the  valley  slope  to  intercept  the  U.S.  Government  boundary  between 
Monument  Nos.  O-7A  and  0-75  at  Point  B  of  the  district  boundary,  a  distance  of  approxi¬ 
mately  1080  meters.  From  Point  B,  the  district  margin  follows  the  U.S.  Government  boun¬ 
dary  to  Point  C  at  50  m  east  of  Monument  No.  D-79  directly  north  of  site  39SL2A8.  At 
this  point,  the  district  boundary  proceeds  south  182  m  parallel  with  the  U.S.  Government 
boundary,  then  returns  50  m  west  to  Monument  No.  D-80  at  the  southeast  corner  of  site 
39SL248.  The  district  boundary  then  extends  south  across  the  Lake  Oahe  embayment 
(Okobojo  Creek)  to  intercept  the  U.S.  Government  boundary  between  Monument  Nos.  D-83  and 
D-8A  at  Point  D.  From  this  point,  the  district  margin  follows  the  government  boundary  to 
Point  E  (Monument  No.  D-89)  northwest  of  site  39SL296.  The  boundary  then  extends 
diagonally  across  the  embayment  to  Point  F  on  the  north  shore  where  it  follows  the  slope 
of  the  point  below  site  39SL299  to  Point  G  at  20  m  west  of  Monument  No.  D-67  and  then 
parallels  the  government  boundary  returning  to  Point  A. 
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Table  5.  Listing  of  Universal  Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  coordinates  for  major  juncture 
points  of  individual  site  boundaries  within  the  proposed  Upper  Okobojo  Creek 
Archeological  District,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore,  Sully  County,  South  Dakota. 


Site  Number 

UTM  Coordinates 

(Zone  14) 

and  Boundary  Point 

Easting  (m) 

Northing  (m) 

39SL248 


A)  southwest  corner 

384370 

4942810 

B)  southeast  corner 

384460 

4942780 

C)  northeast  corner 

384490 

4942820 

D)  northwest  corner 

384450 

4942830 

39SL296 

A)  center  of  site 

384120 

4942620 

39SL299 

A)  center  of  site 

383080 

4943170 

39SL32l« 

A)  center  of  site 


381«360 


4942000 
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Qname  7 

mSTOHIC 


AN0/0«  COMMON 

Site  39SL300  (unnamed) 


□location 

«TlltCT*  NUMMA 

—NOT  fOA  AUAUCAT10N 

OTV.TOWN 

CONGAE8SIONAI OISTAICT 

On  i  da 

VIONITY  Of 

STATf 

South  Dakota 

COUNTY 

Sully 

CODE 

119 

□classification 

CATCOORV  OWNERSHIP 

STATUS 

PRESENT  USE 

_1><STAICT  _AUtUC 

—OCCUAIEO 

AGAICULTUAE 

— MUKUM 

_aUIU>INC(SI  _AAIVATC 

^uNoccunfo 

— COMMEAOAL 

— AAAK 

_STAUCruAC  _aOTH 

_WOAK  IN  AAOCAESS 

-EDUCATIONAL 

— AAIVATE  AESIOENCE 

XsiTt  PUBUC  ACQUISITION  ACCESSIBLE 

— ENTEATAINMENT 

— AEUGIOUS 

_o«jfa  _iNAAoass 

— VCS  AESTAICTEO 

— GOVEANMENT 

— SOENTIFIC 

_«tlNG  CONSIOCACO 

A. YES  UNAESTAiaED 

— INOUSTAIAL 

— TAANSFOATATION 

—NO 

_MIUTAAV 

— OTMEA 

D AGENCY 


AEGiONAl  NCAOOUAATIAS  WMMaM*/ 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

CTAEET  a  NUMAEA 

1612  U.S.  Post  office  and  Courthouse 

- 

OTV.  TOWN 

Omaha  _ vionitvof 

STATE 

Nebraska  68102 

□location  of  legal  description 

couatnouse. 

registnvofoeeoaetc  County  Clerk,  Sully  County  Courthouse 

STRCCTONUMIER 


OTY.  10WN  8TATI 

Onida  South  Dakota 

□representation  in  existing  surveys 

TITU 

A  Cultural  Resource  Survey  of  the  East  Shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota 

_____ 

1979  XftOCNAl  _STATI  _COUNTV  _10CAI 

Of  rotiTonv  FOA 

suAvfv wicowos  Division  of  Archeological  Research,  University  of  Nebraska 

Wc^^Tn  N%b;aska  68588 


B-IA3 


□description 

CONDITION  CHECK  ONE  CHECK  ONE 

^LfXaiUNT  _pmillOIIATfP  iLuMAlTEMO  2LoiM6INAltni 

^GOOO  AhuINS  _AL1EM0  —MOViO  OATI _ 

—Min  _UNiXPO«D 

DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE 

SUMMARY 

Site  39SL300  is  composed  of  eight  stone  features,  primarily  stone  circles,  and  a 
scatter  of  surface  debris.  This  site  is  nominated  individually  for  National  Register 
eligibility  in  conjunction  with  four  proposed  archeological  districts  which  contain 
17  additional  Native  American  sites  represented  by  stone  features.  Site  39SL300 
contributes  the  only  example  in  tf i  selected  sample  of  a  stone  circle  site  which  is 
relatively  isolated  from  the  locations  of  similar  site  types. 

CONTEXT 

Site  39SL300  was  identified  during  an  intensive  pedestrian  survey  of  the  east  shore 
of  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota  conducted  in  1979  by  the  University  of  Nebraska  for  the  U.S. 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Om-ha  District  (Falk  and  Pepperl  n.d.).  All  federal  lands 
along  the  lake  shore  in  South  Dakota  were  inspected.  This  narrow  survey  area  included 
32,110  ac  distributed  along  602  mi  of  shoreline  between  the  Oahe  Dam  at  Pierre,  South 
Dakota  and  the  North  Dakota  border,  a  distance  of  I50  river  miles.  A  total  of  229  Native 
American  sites  were  inventoried,  including  66  sites  with  stone  features. 

Previous  Investigations.  The  Middle  Missouri  archeological  subarea,  including  the 
Lake  Oahe  vicinity,  was  extensively  investigated  during  the  1950s  and  1960s  as  part  of 
the  salvage  efforts  carried  out  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  (River  Basin  Surveys)  and 
others  prior  to  inundation  of  much  of  the  middle  segment  of  the  Missouri  River  valley  by 
mainstem  reservoirs  (see  e.g.,  Cooper  19^9,  1955).  The  results  of  this  work  are 
synthesized  by  Lehmer  (1971).  The  attention  of  these  preinundation  studies  focused  on  the 
considerable  archeological  resources  of  the  broad  river  terraces,  primarily  earthlodge 
villages.  Tributary  stream  valleys,  such  as  Okobojo  Creek  where  site  39SL300  is 
located,  were  apparently  not  inspected.  Although  several  stone  feature  sites  in  or  near 
the  Lake  Oahe  survey  area  were  previously  known,  none  had  been  systematically  investigated 
and  such  site  types  remain  largely  unstudied  in  the  Middle  Missouri  area.  Site  39SL300 
had  not  been  previously  recorded. 
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Env i ronment .  The  Lake  Oahe  area  is  within  the  middle  segment  of  the  Missouri  River 
valley  which  cuts  through  the  glaciated  region  of  the  Missouri  Plateau  of  the  Northern 
Plains.  The  rivet  trench  is  a  distinctive  physiographic  feature  characterized  along  its 
upper  margins  by  steep  "breaks"  below  which  are  broad  grass  covered  terraces  and  the 
forested  river  flood  plain  (Lehmer  1971:50“53).  The  lower  two  zones  are  now  inundated 
within  much  of  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea.  Major  tributary  valleys  occur  only  on  the 
west  side  of  the  trench  while  minor  drainages,  such  as  Okobojo  Creek  occur  occasionally 
on  the  east  side.  The  Okobojo  Creek  valley  is  narrow  with  upper  slopes  similar  to  that 
of  the  river  breaks  but  with  only  limited  development  of  lower  terraces. 

Site  39SL300  is  located  on  the  west  wall  of  the  Okobojo  Creek  valley,  approximately 
2.5  mi  above  the  creek  confluence  with  the  Missouri  River  which  is  now  inundated  by  Lake 
Oahe  (Figure  1).  The  site  occupies  the  south  face  of  a  gently  sloping  ridge  at  I68O- 
1700  ft  elevation  (Figure  2).  The  moderately  grassed  valley  slopes  in  this  area  are 
littered  with  glacial  cobbles  and  boulders  (Figure  3). 

SITE  COMPOSITION 

Site  39SL300  is  presently  known  only  by  eight  stone  features  and  scatter  of  chipped 
stone  recorded  on  the  surface.  No  subsurface  tests  have  been  excavated  at  this  site. 

A  contour  map  was  produced  showing  the  locations  of  surface  features  and  materials 
(Figure  k) .  All  plotted  artifacts  were  collected.  A  measured  plan  drawing  was  also 
made  for  each  surface  feature  (on  file,  UNL).  Maximum  dimensions  and  number  of  stones 

recorded  for  each  feature  are  listed  in  Table  1. 

Site  39SL300  occupies  an  area  of  95  x  151  m  on  the  crest  and  slopes  of  a  south 

facing  ridge.  Seven  stone  circles  (Features  1-7)  are  aligned  along  the  length  of  the 
ridge  and  a  low  (0.3  m)  rock  cairn  (Feature  8)  is  positioned  at  its  tip  (Figure  5)* 

A  chipped  stone  tool,  lithic  core,  and  flaking  debris  (n  »  l»)  were  recovered  from  six 
locations,  primarily  within  the  western  half  of  the  site.  The  tool  is  a  retouched  flake 
of  jasper/chert. 

An  isolated  rock  cairn  (site  39SL337),  located  on  a  nearby  knoll  approximately 
150  m  to  the  east  of  site  39SL300,  is  not  included  in  the  proposed  eligible  property. 
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Figure  3-  Photographs  of  Native  American  archeological  site  39SL300.  A)  Aerial  view  of 
site  facing  northwest  (UNL  Neg.  No.  11-30).  B)  General  view  of  site  facing 
south  (UNL  Neg.  No.  7"3^) . 
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Figure  *1.  Countour  map  showing  the  distribution  of  surface  materials  and  the  configure 
tion  of  surface  features  (stone  circles  and  cairn)  at  Native  American  site 
39SL300,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore.  South  Dakota. 
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Table  ]  .  Sumnary  of  stone  features  recorded  at  site  39SL300;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 

Dakota . 


Feature 

Number  Description 

Haxi  mum 

Di mens  1 ons 

Ori  entati  on^ 
of  Maximum  Length 

Stone* 

Count 

Comments 

I 

stone  circle 

6.00  length 

5.50  width 

N350*E 

25 

2 

stone  circle 

6.50  length 

6.00  width 

N285*E 

19 

3 

stone  circle 

8.00  diameter 

17 

<t 

stone  circle 

6.50  length 

6.00  width 

N6<i*E 

24 

S 

stone  circle 

5.50  length 
k.SO  width 

N28lt*E 

17 

6 

stone  circle 

5.50  length 

5.00  width 

N76*E 

17 

7 

stone  circle 

7.00  diameter 

22 

8 

rock  cal  rn 

2.75  length 

2.50  width 

N32«t*E 

42 

MEAN 

VALUES  (n-7) 

X  -  6.1*3 

X  -  20.14 

$  -  0.82 

»  -  3.23 

^Orientation  from  magnetic  north  of  line  through  maximum  dimension  It  Indicated  (direction  Is  recorded 
only  wlthl-  first  and  fourth  compass  quadrants). 

^Number  of  ^.ones  associated  with  each  feature  Is  based  on  surface  avldanca. 
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Figure  5-  Photographs  of  Native  American  archeological  site  39SL300.  A)  General  view  of 
site  facing  east  (UNL  Neg.  No.  7'35).  B)  View  of  rock  cairn  (Feature  6} 
facing  north  (UNL  Neg.  No.  A-I7). 
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Site  Limits.  Suggested  boundaries  for  the  proposed  eligible  property  are  shown  » 

on  Figure  4.  These  limits  correspond  with  the  extent  of  surface  features  and  materials, 
as  well  as  the  principal  area  of  the  associated  topographic  feature.  The  extent  of 
potential  subsurface  deposits  has  not  been  determined.  All  of  the  presently  defined  site 
area  is  contained  on  federal  property  managed  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers.  This  area  is 
heavily  grazed  but  does  not  appear  to  be  subject  to  other  types  of  public  or  private 
uses  and  is  not  closely  associated  with  developed  recreation  areas  of  Lake  Oahe. 

Site  Integrity.  Aspects  of  intrasite  structure  and  content  appear  to  be  accessible 
and  amenable  to  controlled  data  recovery.  The  principal  data  source  centers  on  compara¬ 
tive  evaluation  of  such  characteristics  with  that  of  similar  site  types  in  other  contexts 
of  the  Lake  Oahe  area  and  presumes  that  recommended  eligible  sites  within  proposed  districts 
will  be  protected  for  comprehensive  investigation  of  variability  within  the  full  selected 
sample.  Most  importantly,  surface  features  constitute  key  elements  of  sites  such  as 
39SL300  and  should  be  protected  from  disturbance. 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 


SUMMARY  STATEMENT 

Site  39SL300,  in  conjunction  with  other  selected  resources,  offers  an  opportunity 
to  recover  data  representative  of  recorded  variability  in  Native  American  settlement 
within  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  a  substantial  segment  of  the  Missouri  valley  in  the 
Middle  Missouri  subarea.  Specific  research  potentials  relevant  to  site  39SL300  involve 
comprehensive  study  of  1)  stone  feature  sites  (Study  Unit  1),  and  2)  Native  American 
settlement  of  Missouri  tributaries  (Study  Unit  3) •  Site  39SL300  contributes  uniquely  to 
the  selected  research  sample  by  providing  the  only  recorded  example  in  the  Oahe  project 
of  a  stone  circle  site  located  in  relative  isolation  (more  than  2  mi)  from  other  sites 
of  this  type. 

DISCUSSION 

In  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea,  systematic  study  of  Native  American  settlement  in 
the  valleys  of  Missouri  tributaries  has  not  been  initiated  and  investigation  of  stone 
feature  sites  is  generally  lacking.  In  South  Dakota,  subsurface  investigations  have 
been  conducted  at  few  stone  circle  sites  and  have  been  of  limited  intensity  (e.g.,  Haug 
et  al.  1979;  Tratebas,  Boen  and  Vagstad  1979)*  Regionally  patterned  characteristics 
and  the  role  of  such  sites  in  Middle  Missouri  culture  history  remain  to  be  defined. 

Stone  circles,  often  referred  to  as  'tipi  rings',  are  generally  considered  to  mark 
temporary  dwelling  locations  associated  either  with  transitory  or  nomadic  settlement 
activities  during  both  prehistoric  and  historic  periods  (e.g.,  Kehoe  1958,  I960; 

Hoffman  1953;  Malouf  1961).  A  variety  of  investigations  have  been  conducted  at  such 
sites  in  surrounding  areas  of  the  Northern,  Northwestern  and  Central  Plains  (e.g., 
Flayharty  and  Morris  197^;  Prison  1967;  Good  and  Hauff  1979;  Jensen  1973;  Keyser  1979) 
but  comprehensive  investigation  of  subreg ional ly  related  sites  and  integrated  regional 
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studies  remain  to  be  initiated.  Investigation  of  the  selected  sample  of  stone  feature 
sites  remaining  accessible  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project  would  significantly  assist  in 
defining  and  modeling  structural  and  culture-historical  characteristics  of  this  common 
but  poorly  known  aspect  of  Native  American  settlement  in  the  Great  Plains.  Most 
importantly,  work  at  such  sites  remaining  above  the  level  of  the  previously  studied 
but  presently  inundated  river  terraces  Is  much  needed  to  expand  and  clarify  current 
conceptions  of  Middle  Missouri  culture  history  and  settlement  patterns. 

Site  39SL300  is  one  of  only  23  sites  recorded  along  the  Lake  Oahe  shore  which 
contain  stone  circles.  Most  of  these  sites  occur  in  groups  of  two  or  more  located  in 
close  proximity,  generally  separated  by  less  than  one  mile.  Although  site  39SL300 
occurs  in  a  physical  context  similar  to  that  occupied  by  much  of  the  sample,  it  is  not 
closely  grouped  with  other  stone  circle  sites.  More  than  half  (65%)  of  the  stone 
circle  sample,  including  site  39SL300,  occurs  within  an  approximate  5  mi  radius  around 
the  confluence  of  Okobojo,  Cow,  and  Spring  creeks  with  the  Missouri  River.  With  few 
exceptions,  these  sites  overlook  the  tributary  valleys  rather  than  the  river  trench  and 
generally  occupy  south  facing  slopes.  Site  39SL300  contributes  characteristics  of  site 
content  and  context  that  are  both  consistent  and  unique  with  respect  to  that  of  the 
recorded  inventory  of  related  sites  and,  accordingly,  is  an  important  sampling  element 
for  study  of  representative  settlement  variability.  Present  information  indicates  that 
systematic  controlled  data  recovery  related  both  to  stone  features  and  associated 
artifacts  should  be  possible  at  this  site. 
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Proposed  property  boundaries  for  site  39SL300  encompass  the  topographic  feature  (ridge  point, 
associated  with  the  recorded  surface  distribution  of  cultural  features  and  materials.  The 
northwest  corner  (Point  A)  is  on  the  U.S.  Government  boundary  at  the  western  edge  of  the 
ridge,  roughly  80  m  east  of  Monument  No.  D-A^i.  The  proposed  property  line  extends  east  aero: 
the  ridge  along  the  U.S.  Government  boundary  to  Point  B  (ca.  100  m)  where  it  then  extends 
south  and  west  along  the  upper  edge  of  the  ridge  slope,  returning  to  Point  A  (see  Figure  A). 


LIST  All  StATES  and  counties  for  properties  overlarping  state  or  county  boundaries 


state 


CODE  COUNTY 


CODE 


STATE 


CODE 


COUNTY 


CODE 


IQform  prepared  by 

NAME/TITU 

Robert  E.  Pepperl ,  John  R.  Bozell,  and  Carl  R. 

Falk  (Principal  Investigator) 

OaCANOATION 

date 

Division  of  Archeological  Research 

1986 

STSEITS  NUMOEA 

TEIEPMONE 

University  of  Nebraska 

Ii72-2iil2 

OTV  oa  TOWN 

STATE 

Lincoln 

Nebraska  68588-0332 

IQ  CERTIFICATION  OF  NOMINATION 

STATE  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  OFFICER  RECOMMENDATION 
YES -  NO _  NONE _ 


STATE  WSTONIC  WIISEWVATIOW  OSHCSA  ftCWATUWt 
Iw  compliawce  With  Eiwcutivt  OrOf  11693. 1  hwby  wowiwtN  Ww»  pwpfty  to  tin  NsEionil  Regisw.  esftWyino  Elm  ttw  Sty  '' 
Historic  ProosrvstiQA  Offioor  has  bosn  all  owed  SO  days  in  which  to  praaam  tha  nonriwation  to  tha  Stats  Rawaw  Board  and  to 
avahiata  its  aignMcanca.  Tho'avaluatad  laval  of  akgriheanem  ia _ National _ Stats _ Local. 


B-155 


^miN«  I0'300« 

IMm  10-741 

UNITED  STATtS  DEPARTMENT OT  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NPSUtCONir 
RECCIVCO 
PATE  ENTERED 


CONTINUATION  SHEET 


ITEM  NUMBER  9 


page  13 


REFERENCES  CITED 


Cooper,  P.L. 

1949  Recent  investigations  in  the  Fort  Randall  and  Oahe  Reservoirs,  South  Dakota. 
American  Antiquity  14(4) :300-310. 


1955  The  archeological  and  paleontological  salvage  program  of  the  Missouri  Basin, 
1950-1951-  Smithsonian  Miscellaneous  Collections  126(2). 

Falk,  C.R.  and  R.E.  Pepperl 

n.d.  A  cultural  resource  survey  of  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota: 

Final  Report.  Department  of  Anthropology  Technical  Report  83-OI ,  University 
of  Nebraska,  Lincoln.  Nine  volumes  in  preparation  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers,  Omaha  District. 


Flayharty , 

1974 


R.A. ,  and  E.A.  Morr i s 

T-W  Diamond,  a  stone  ring  site  in  northern  Colorado. 
19(65):162-172. 


Plains  Anthropologist 


Prison,  G.C. 

1967  The  Piney  Creek  sites,  Wyoming.  University  of  Wyoming  Publications  33(1“3)* 
Good,  K.N.  and  J.L.  Hauff 

1979  Archeological  test  excavations  at  the  Anderson  tipi  ring  site  (32ML111), 
McLean  County,  North  Dakota;  A  cultural  resource  study  in  central  North 
Dakota.  Report  to  the  Falkirk  Mining  Company. 

Haug,  J.K.,  J.E.  Buehrig,  J.A.  Moore,  and  J.A.  Sartain 

1979  Archeological  excavations  in  the  Highway  18  right-of-way.  Fall  River  County, 
South  Dakota,  1978-1979.  South  Dakota  Archeological  Research  Center 
Contract  Investigation  Series  20. 


Hoffman,  J.J. 

1953  Comments  on  the  use  and  distribution  of  tipi  rings  in  Montana,  North  Dakota, 
South  Dakota,  and  Wyoming.  Anthropology  and  Sociology  Papers  14.  Montana 
State  University,  Missoula,  Montana. 

Jensen,  R.E. 

1973  A  preliminary  report  on  the  Point  of  Rocks  archeological  survey  1971. 

Archeolog ical  Salvage  and  Survey  in  Nebraska,  G.F.  Carlson  and  R.E. 
Jensen.  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  Publications  in  Anthropology  5- 


B-156 


tmmHo  I0-900* 
m««  10-741 

UNITED  STATES  DEP  AR1  MtNT  OF  THE  I NTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 

IE 


CONTINUATION  SHEET  ITEM  NUMBER  9  PAGE 


FOR  NPS  UK  ONLY 
RECEIVED 
PATE  ENTERED 


Kehoe,  T.F. 

1958  Tipi  rings:  The  “direct  ethnological"  approach  applied  to  an  archeological 
problem.  American  Anthropologist  60(5) :861 -873- 


i960  Stone  tipi  rings  in  north-central  Montana  and  the  adjacent  portion  of 

Alberta,  Canada:  Their  historical,  ethnological,  and  archeological  aspects. 
Bureau  of  American  Ethnology  Bulletin  1 73 • 


r.eyser, 

1979 


D. 

Variation  in  stone  ring  use  at  two  sites  in  central  Montana.  Plains 
Anthropologist  2k  {Sk)  Pt.  l:133~1^3- 


Lehmer,  D.J. 

1971  Introduction  to  Middle  Missouri  Archeology.  National  Park  Service, 
Anthropological  Papers  1.  Washington,  D.C. 


Malouf ,  C.  I . 

1961  The  tipi  rings  of  the  high  plains.  American  Antiquity  26 (3) : 381 -389. 

Tratebas,  A.M.,  R.M.  Boen,  and  K.  Vagstad 

1979  Archeological  excavations  near  Stone  Quarry  Canyon,  Black  Hills  National 
Forest,  South  Dakota.  South  Dakota  Archeological  Research  Center 
Contract  Investigation  Series  7- 


B-157 


SHEETS- JONES  HOUSE  (39SL10) 

INDIVIDUAL  NOMINATION 


PREVIOUS  SUBMISSION 


DRAFT  NOMINATION  FORMS,  ORIGINAL  PHOTOGRAPHS, 
AND  OTHER  SUPPORTING  MATERIALS  WERE  SUBMITTED 
EARLIER  TO  THE  OMAHA  DISTRICT  OFFICE 
DURING  FEBRUARY  I98I 


)0(  ourti 


% 


► 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 
Heritage  Conservation  and  Recreation  Service 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
Inventory — Nomination  Form 

Sec  Instructions  in  How  to  Complete  Nationel  Register  Forms 

Type  all  entries— complete  applicable  sections _ 

1.  Name 


historic  Sheets-Jones  House  (39SL310) 


STKl'or  common 

Pike  Haven  Log  Cabin 

2.  Location 

atreet  &  number 

n/a 

_ not  for  publication 

city,  town 

Onida 

_X  vicinity  of 

congressional  district 

2 

state  South 

Dakota  code 

01*6  county 

Sully 

code  119 

3.  Classification 

Category 

Ownership 

Status 

Present  Use 

_ district 

_ ^  public 

_ occupied 

_ agriculture 

_ museum 

JL-  building(s) 

_ private 

JL-  unoccupied 

_ commercial 

_ park 

_ structure 

_ both 

- work  In  progress 

_ educational 

_ private  residence 

_ site 

IPublie  Acquisition 

Accessible 

_ entertainment 

_ religious 

_ object 

_ in  process 

JL.  yes:  restricted 

_ government 

_ scientific 

_ being  considered 

_ yes:  unrestricted 

_ Industrial 

_ transportation 

_ no 

_ military 

X  other-  recreatic 

4.  Owner  of  Property 

name  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District 


street  S  number  1612  U.S.  Post  Office  and  Courthouse 


city,  town  Oma  ha  _ vicinity  ot _ state  Nebraska 

Sa  Location  of  Legal  Description _ 


courthouse,  registry  of  iteeds.  etc.  Sully  County  Courthouse 


street  A  number  n/ a 


ctty,  town  Onida  state  South  Dakota _ 

6.  Representation  in  Existing  Surveys _ 

title  Lake  Oahe  Eastern  Shoreline  Survey  has  this  property  been  determirred  elegible?  _ yes  _ Xrro 

date  1 980 _ _jL  federal  _ state  _ county  _ local 

depository  for  survey  records  University  of  Nebraska,  Division  of  Archeological  Research 

cHy.town  Lincoln _ state  Nebraska _ 
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The  Sheets-Jones  log  house  is  located  on  a  slight  knoll  near  the  top  of  the 
bluffs  overlooking  Lake  Oahe,  a  Corps  of  Engineers  reservoir  of  the  upper  Missouri 
River  in  northern  South  Dakota  (Figures  1,  2,  and  3).  The  site  commands  a  distant 
view  across  the  reservoir  to  the  west  but  is  relatively  protected  on  the  other  sides 
by  the  bluffs  rising  around  it.  Pike  Haven,  a  fishing  resort,  occupies  land  imme¬ 
diately  adjacent  to  the  site  along  the  east. 

The  house  (Figure  4)  was  constructed  during  the  period  ca.  1910-1916  by  Caroline 
Loretta  Sheets  (later)  Jones.  The  property  remained  in  the  Sheets-Jones  family  until 
it  was  sold  to  the  Corps  of  Engineers  in  ca.  1961. 

Constructed  of  un-hewn  logs,  the  double  pen  structure  measures  6.0mx13.5m.  The 
earlier,  western-most  pen  measures  6.0mx7.0m  outside  and  is  a  symmetrically  composed 
unit  with  centralized  openings  in  each  of  its  four  walls.  The  front,  south  wall 
is  three  bays  wide  with  windows  flanking  the  central  door  which  is  directly  opposed 
in  the  north  wall  by  another  door  (Figure  5).  A  singular  window  in  the  west  wall 
is  opposite  the  wide  doorway  connecting  into  the  pen  addition  on  the  east. 

Connected  to  the  main  room  on  the  east  is  a  square  log  pen.  Its  central  door 
in  the  south  wall  is  directly  opposed  by  a  window  on  the  north.  A  window  flanks 
the  south  door  in  the  east  bay  only,  while  a  central  window  in  the  east  gable  wall 
completes  the  fenestral  arrangement  of  the  house. 

Structurally  the  house  is  of  the  most  rudimentary  technology.  The  logs  are 
left  in  the  round  and  hewn  only  where  required  to  maintain  a  more-or-less  even  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  corner  timbering  is  a  saddle-notch  with  the  logs  protruding  approxi¬ 
mately  10cm  beyond  the  corners.  The  structure  is  chinked  throughout  with  horizontal 
staves  and  packed  with  mud.  Evidence  on  the  east  gable  wall,  and  elsewhere,  suggests 
that  the  entire  structure  was  plastered  on  the  exterior  with  mud  over  chicken-wire 
lath.  The  east  pen  logs  were  butt-joined  and  connected  with  wire-ties  to  the  west 
pen.  A  board  nailed  over  the  joint  conceals  the  connection  from  the  exterior. 

The  low-pitched  gable  roof  is  supported  by  three  longitudinal  beams  which  bear 
on  the  log  gables.  At  the  interstitial  log  wall  the  intermediate  beams  bear  on  posts 
which  frame  the  wide  opening  connecting  the  two  pens.  These  intermediate  beams  pro¬ 
ject  into  the  east  pen  and  support  a  short  lintel  which  carries  the  ridge  beam.  Poles 
support  rough  board  sheathing  which  spans  across  the  roof  beams  to  the  eave  side 
walls.  Tarpaper  and  sod  roof  covering  is  extant,  the  sod  primarily  visible  above 
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_ prehistoric 

_ archeology-prehistoric 

_ community  planning 

_ landscape  architecture _ 

religion 
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1S00-1599 

agriculture 

economics 

literature 

sculpture 

social 

1600-1699 

X  architecture 

education 

military 

_  1700-1799 

_ art 

_ engirteering 

_ music 

humanitarian 

_  1800-1899 

_ commerce 

_ exploration'settlement 

_ philosophy  _ 

theater 

A  1900- 
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Irtdustry 

polltics/goverrunent 

transportation 

_ Invention 

other  (specify) 
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The  SheetS'Jones  log  house  is  significant  both  as  a  representative  example  of 
Great  Plains  pioneer  construction,  and  as  an  extension  of  log  technology  into  the 
far  reaches  of  the  region  —  the  outer  fringe  of  log  culture. 

The  Sheets-Jones  house  represents  a  remnant  of  pioneer  technology  on  the  plains, 
a  remnant  whose  existence  yet  today  is  due  largely  to  the  late  period  of  settlement 
on  the  northern  plains.  Most  characteristic  is  the  roof  structure  which  was  commonly 
utilized  for  gable  roofs  on  early  sod  houses  in  the  region  (Welsch  1968:52-58)  but 
which  was  also  common  on  log  buildings  prior  to  the  ready  availability  of  wood  shin¬ 
gles  and  milled  lumber  (Welsch  1980:325).  Characterized  by  triple  longitudinal  beams, 
pole  and  board  sheathing,  and  a  sod  covering,  the  technology  represents  the  most  rudi¬ 
mentary  form  of  shelter  devised  for  the  early  years  of  settlement. 

The  structure  of  the  log  walls  is  also  of  the  most  rudimentary  technology.  Un¬ 
hewn,  the  logs  are  saddle-notched  and  extend  beyond  the  corners  of  the  building,  a 
necessary  malady  of  the  technology  (Kniffen  and  Glassie  1966:53*5^) •  A  tendency  to¬ 
ward  simplification  of  log  technology,  at  least  among  Arglo-Americans  familiar  with 
more  elaborate  notch-types,  has  been  shown  to  have  a  high  correlation  with  westward 
movement  and  the  passage  of  time  (Newton  and  Pulliam-Di  Napoli  1977:378-380).  Assum¬ 
ing  an  Anglo  affiliation  for  the  Sheets-Jones  families  (cultural  data  was  not  availa¬ 
ble  at  the  time  of  this  writing),  this  log  house  would  appear  to  confirm  the  observa¬ 
tion. 

Similarly,  the  plan-form  of  the  Sheets-Jones  house  may  illustrate  typological 
convergence  wi thin  Anglo-American  culture  (Newton  and  Pulliam-Di  Napoli  1977:372, 

37^,  378-380).  In  lieu  of  reliable  cultural  data  for  the  builders,  the  house  itself, 
provides  evidence  of  cultural  process  (Kniffen  1965:553). 

In  spite  of  the  few  excellent  studies  of  folk  architecture  in  the  United  States, 
the  study  has  not  developed  sufficiently  to  draw  broad  conclusions  from  physical  data 
alone.  The  core  of  the  Sheets-Jones  house  would  appear  to  relate  to  the  Scotch-lrish 
cabin  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  region  (Glassie  1968:li9i  78).  This  cabin  formed  the  basis 
for  a  distinct  double-pen  house  common  in  the  Upland  South  which  is  remarkably  similar 
in  plan  to  the  Sheets-Jones  house. 
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I  tern  7 :  Oescr i pt i on 

the  west  pen.  The  intermediate  roof  beams  near  the  center  of  the  west  pen  are  fur 
ther  supported  by  a  transverse  beam,  supported  by  a  post  which  in  turn  supports 
the  ridge  beam  in  king-post  fashion  (Figure  6).  This  transverse  beam  and  post  may 
have  at  one  time  divided  the  west  pen  into  a  hall  and  parlor  arrangement. 

The  interior  was  simply  finished  in  typical  pioneer  fashion.  The  roof  was 
open  to  the  rafters  while  remnants  of  a  wood  floor  is  extant  in  both  pens.  Lime 
plaster  faced  the  interior  walls,  over  wood  lath  only  where  required  to  obtain  a 
uniform  appearance. 

Remnants  of  log  walls  just  northeast  of  the  house  may  indicate  a  former  semi- 
subterranian  auxiliary  structure. 


I  tern  8:  S  igni f i ^ance 

The  significance  of  this  house  as  a  marker  of  technological  and  typological 
change  relative  to  log  culture  in  America  would  seem  sufficient  to  argue  for  its 
preservation.  Additionally,  however,  its  highly  visible  and  accessible  location 
near  the  Pike  Haven  Resort  make  preservation  not  only  feasible  but  highly  desirable. 
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Figure  1.  Topographic  map  showing  location  of  Sheets-Jones  log  house  (3951310), 
Sully  County,  South  Dakota  (adapted  from  U.S.G.S.  Mail  Shack  Creek 
7.5'  quadrangle). 
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Figure  2.  General  setting  of  the  Sheets- Jones  log  house  (39SL310)  on  the  east  shore 
of  Lake  Oahe,  Sully  County,  South  Dakota.  D.  Hurphy  photography,  January 
1980  (Neg.  DM8001/1 :31) . 
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Figure  3.  Contour  map  showing  pertinent  features  of  the  Sheets-Jones  log  house  site 
(39SL310),  Sully  County,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  5-  Sheets-Jones  log  house  (39SL310);  south  elevation  of  west  pen  showing 
fenestration  and  details  of  exterior  treatment.  D.  Murphy  photography, 
January  I98O  (Neg.  OM8OOI/I : 1 1 ) . 
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Figure  6.  Sheets-Jones  log  house  (39SL3IO),  interior  view  toward  west  wall  of  west 
room  showing  ridge  beam  supports.  D.  Murphy  photography,  January  I98O 
(Neg.  DM8001 /3: 10). 
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The  proposed  Little  Bend  Archeological  District  consists  of  three  Native 
American  sites  located  at  varied  topographic  positions  along  a  A. 8km  (3.0 
mi)  length  of  the  narrow  Little  Bend  peninsula  within  the  Lake  Oahe  project, 
Sully  County,  South  Dakota.  Two  of  the  sites  (39SL15  and  39SL33)  yielded 
Plains  Village  period  remains  while  the  third  (39SL312)  yielded  Plains  Vil¬ 
lage,  as  well  as  probable  Woodland,  specimens. 

CONTEXT 

The  general  area  under  consideration  here  is  a  segment  of  the  Missouri 
River  Valley  which  cuts  through  the  glaciated  region  of  the  Missouri  Plateau 
of  the  northern  Plains.  The  lower  terraces  and  valley  slopes  of  the  Missouri 
trench  are  inundated  by  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  administered  and 
operated  Oahe  Reservoir. 

The  Little  Bend  is  an  anomalous  feature  produced  by  two  acute  changes 
in  course  by  the  Missouri  River  resulting  in  a  narrow  peninsula  approximately 
11km  (7  mi)  in  length  and  3km  (2  mi)  in  width  (Figure  1).  At  present  this 
feature  consists  largely  of  a  high  ridge  extending  from  the  eastern  margin 
of  the  valley  wall  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Cheyenne  River.  The  ridge  slopes 
are  heavily  dissected  and  are  covered  by  a  thin  mantle  of  soil  which  in  some 
areas  is  completely  eroded  exposing  the  underlying  Pierre  Shale  bedrock  (Fig¬ 
ure  2).  Vegetative  cover  ranges  from  dense  stands  of  prairie  grasses  to  com¬ 
pletely  barren  areas  associated  with  shale  exposures.  Prior  to  inundation, 
a  broad  (ca.  3/A  mi  wide)  low  terrace  extended  along  the  southern  edge  of 
the  Little  Bend  peninsula  while  the  north  edge  of  the  ridge  dropped  abruptly 
to  the  river  channel.  This  low  terrace  was  heavily  wooded  with  upland  areas 
remaining  essentially  treeless. 

Little  Bend  is  within  the  Bad-Cheyenne  region  near  the  center  of  the 
southern  half  of  the  Middle  Missouri  archeological  subarea  of  the  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Plains  area  (see  Wedel  1961:23;  Lehmer  1971:28-29).  Archeol og i cal  1 y , 
the  Middle  Missouri  subarea  is  principally  known  through  investigation  of 
numerous  late  prehistoric  and  historic  earthlodge  settlements  including  the 
former  villages  of  the  Mandan,  Hidatsa,  and  Arikara.  The  majority  of  iden¬ 
tified  resources  are  now  inundated  by  various  mainstem  Missouri  River  reser¬ 
voirs  including  Oahe. 
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Fiqure  1.  Map  showing  the  general  location  of  the  Little  Bend  within  the 
Lake  Oahe  Project,  Sully  County,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  2.  Photograph  showing  general  features  of  the  Little  Bend  area  looking  west  from 
site  39SL33  (Neg.  No.  15-12). 
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Remains  comprising  the  proposed  Little  Bend  Archeological  District  were 
primarily  recorded  as  a  result  of  a  class  111  cultural  resource  investigation 
conducted  in  1979  by  the  University  of  Nebraska  (UNL)  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers,  Omaha  District.  An  intensive  (lOO^  coverage)  pedestrian  survey 
was  completed  for  all  Federal  lands  (ca.  32,000  acres)  along  the  east  shore 
of  the  Oahe  Reservoir.  The  area  surveyed  extends  approximately  240km  (150 
mi)  from  the  dam  axis  near  Pierre,  South  Dakota  to  the  North  Dakota  border, 

T*- ’  UNL  study  also  included  limited  subsurface  testing  to  identify  the  poten¬ 
tial  presence  and  integrity  of  buried  cultural  remains.  Evidence  of  Native 
American  habitation  and  resource  use,  including  villages,  stone  features, 
and  various  debris  scatters,  were  identified  at  229  sites  and  137  isolated 
locations.  However,  only  limited  evidence  of  numerous  village  sites  previ¬ 
ously  recorded  within  the  survey  area  remains  above  the  lake  pool.  Of  nine 
village  sites  situated  above  or  near  the  present  shoreline,  only  five  contained 
Substantial  undisturbed  deposits  accessible  to  further  productive  research. 

Two  of  these  resources  (39SL15  and  39SL33)  arn  located  within  the  proposed 
Little  Bend  Archeological  District. 

PREVIOUS  INVESTIGATIONS 

Extensive  survey  efforts  were  conducted  throughout  the  Oahe  area  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  River  Basin  Surveys  (SI-RBS)  and  others  prior  to  con¬ 
struction  of  the  reservoir  (see  Lehmer  1971 :3"7).  Salvage  excavations,  largely 
at  earthlodge  village  sites,  were  also  completed  (Petsche  1968  provides  a 
comprehensive  bibliography). 

Pre- i nundat i on  surveys  within  the  general  Little  Bend  area  resulted 
in  identification  of  36  Native  American  sites,  located  primarily  on  the  low 
terrace  and  lower  slope  edges  along  the  southern  margins  of  the  peninsula. 

Field  investigations  included  surface  collecting  with  limited  testing  at  six 
locations.  Information  recorded  on  available  survey  forms  indicates  that 
most  (25)  of  these  sites  were  considered  to  be  the  remains  of  earthlodge  vil¬ 
lages  with  from  1  to  15  surface  depressions  noted  (field  records  on  file, 
NPS-Midwest  Archeological  Center).  On  the  basis  of  ceramic  specimens,  Lehmer 
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(1971:117)  assigned  20  of  the  Little  Bend  area  sites  to  the  Extended  Coales- 
cent  variant  of  the  Plains  Village  tradition.  Fourteen  of  these  Extended 
Coalescent  components  are  located  on  the  lower  benches  and  terrace;  the  re¬ 
maining  six  occur  at  higher  elevations  on  the  peninsula. 

Only  two  of  the  identified  resources  {39SL15  and  39SL33)  remain  above 
the  current  lake  pool.  Site  39SL15  was  initially  reported  to  contain  four 
or  five  scattered  house  depressions  and  a  low  mound  (P.  Cooper,  19^9;  site 
files,  NPS-Midwest  Archeological  Center).  In  addition  to  surface  specimens 
(Cat.  Nos.  1-145)  collected  in  191*9  and  1953,  lithic  and  ceramic  materials 
were  recovered  at  0-1.0'  (0-30cm)  below  surface  from  a  single  subsurface  test 
(3.0'  square)  excavated  in  1953  (R.  Wheeler;  site  files,  NPS-Midwest  Arche¬ 
ological  Center).  Site  39SL33  was  similarly  reported  as  containing  three 
to  four  widely  spaced  circular  depressions  and  scattered  surface  debris  (P. 
Cooper,  191*9;  site  files,  NPS-Midwest  Archeological  Center).  A  limited  col¬ 
lection  of  lithic  and  ceramic  specimens  (Cat.  No.  1-1*)  was  recovered  in  1953 
but  no  subsurface  testing  was  reported  (R.  Wheeler;  site  files,  NPS-Midwest 
Archeological  Center). 

DISTRICT  BOUNDARIES 

The  proposed  Little  Bend  Archeological  District  is  defined  as  the  area 
occupied  by  the  surviving  archeological  remains  of  the  extensive  Plains  Vil¬ 
lage  period  settlements  recorded  along  the  southern  face  of  the  Little  Bend 
pen i nsu 1  a . 

This  geographic  space  (ca.  69O  acres)  is  delimited  by  easily  located 
boundaries  consisting  primarily  of:  I)  the  access  road  (No.  l80l*,  Sully 
County)  extending  along  the  upper  ridge;  and  2)  the  present  lake  shoreline. 
These  boundaries  encompass  the  remaining  area  of  the  ridge  and  south-facing 
slope  and  contain  all  presently  recorded  intact  remains  of  Plains  Village 
period  occupations. 

On  the  basis  of  intensive  (100%  coverage)  survey  within  this  geographic 
unit,  archeological  resources  other  than  those  presently  recorded  are  not 
expected.  Therefore,  National  Register  property  status  is  requested  only 


lited  States  Department  of  the  Interior  ... 

isritage  Conservation  and  Recreation  Service  [•  : 

>  ational  Register  of  Historic  Places 
ventory — Nomination  Form 

itinuation  sheet  Kern  number  7  Page  6 


for  three  (3)  discrete  areas  defined  by  the  immediate  limits  of  identified 
sites;  intervening  spaces  within  the  District  are  explicitly  excluded  from 
protective  consideration  (see  Figure  3). 

DISTRICT  COMPOSITION 

The  three  discrete  site  areas  comprising  the  Little  Bend  Archeological 
District  consist  of  surface  and  subsurface  remains  recorded  at  two  locations 
(39SL33  and  39SL312)  at  the  rim  of  the  high  ridge  extending  from  the  valley 
wall  and  a  third  site  (39SL15)  spanning  the  width  of  a  lower  bench. 

Primary  archeological  remains  at  each  of  these  locations  include  lithic, 
ceramic,  and  faunal  materials.  Ceramic  materials  (see  Johnson  n.d.)  recov¬ 
ered  from  each  site  are  attributable  to  the  Plains  Village  period.  Two  sites 
(39SL15  and  39SL312)  are  assigned  to  the  Extended  Coalescent  variant,  a  com¬ 
plex  dated  in  the  latter  portion  of  the  Plains  Village  period  (ca.  A.O.  1550- 
1675). 

Site  39SL15,  initially  identified  in  19^9  by  the  SI-RBS  as  a  small  earth- 
lodge  village,  was  more  intensively  investigated  and  documented  during  the 
1979  UNL  survey.  Surface  features-- includ i ng  a  low  (ca.  0.3m  high)  earthen 
mound  (l 1 . 5^21 . Om) ,  a  smaller  earthen  mound  (5.0m  diam) ,  and  a  depression 
(6.0m  diam)--as  well  as  surface  debris,  were  recorded  within  an  area  of  125x 
752m  along  the  current  lake  shore  (see  Figures  A,  5,  and  6).  A  total  of  28L 
specimens  were  collected  from  surface  and  subsurface  contexts  (Table  1).  Sub¬ 
surface  deposits,  including  the  probable  remains  of  a  partial  house  floor 
(Cat.  No.  8l  on  site  map),  were  recorded  at  0-60cm  S.D.  in  the  lake  cutbank. 
These  materials  are  contained  within  a  soil  zone  that  ranges  from  0.6-1.0m 
in  depth  and  directly  overlies  the  Pierre  Shale  formation  (see  Figure  7). 

Site  39SL33  was  also  recorded  as  a  small  earthlodge  village  by  the  SI-RBS 
survey  (see  above).  Investigations  by  UNL  during  1979  revealed  an  extensive 
(I50x760m)  surface  scatter  of  lithic,  ceramic,  and  faunal  remains  at  this 
location  (see  Figure  8).  Six  small  depressions  scattered  within  this  area 
were  probe  tested  with  negative  results  and  the  origin  of  these  features  was 
not  determined.  A  total  of  330  cultural  specimens  were  collected.  Lithic, 
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FIgur#  3.  M«P  showing  site  loeotions  and  boundaries  of  the  proposed  Little 
Bend  Archeological  District. 
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Figure  5- 


Photographs  of  archeological  site  39SL15. 
west  (Neg.  No.  15“30).  B)  View  of  general 


A)  View  of  general  site  area  looking 
site  area  looking  east  (Neg.  No.  ll»-24) 
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Figure  6.  Photographs  of  archeological  site  39SL15.  A)  View  of  map  station  2  looking 
west  near  center  of  site  (Neg.  No.  14-3l»).  B)  View  of  developed  camping 
area  looking  north  near  northern  edge  of  site  (Neg.  No.  15-33). 
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Table  1.  Summary  of  cultural  materials  recovered  from  site  39SL15  during 
the  1979  investigation;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 
Dakota . 


Specimen  Category 

Spec i men 

Frequencies  per  Proven! 

ience  Unit 

Control  led 
Surface 

Control  led 

Prof  1 1 e 

Total 

Chipped  Stone 

Tool  s 

1 

1 

Cores 

k 

4 

Debr i s  (Pati nated) 

‘to  (5) 

18  (4) 

58  (9) 

Groundstone 

1 

1 

Ceramics 

58 

16 

74 

Bone 

Mod i f i ed 

1 

1 

Unmod i f i ed 

64 

66 

130 

Cl  i nker 

1 

1 

2 

Fire-cracked  Rock 

4 

2 

6 

Other  (Shel 1 ) 

3 

4 

7 

TOTALS 

174 

110 

284 

NOTE:  Horizontal  distribution  of  materials  is  indicated  on  site  map.  Verti¬ 
cal  distributions  (lake  bank)  are  summarized  below. 

A.  Plotted  locations  (0-30cm  S.D.):  chipped  stone  tool  (30cm;  not  recover- 
ed) ;  flaking  debris  (l0-30cm);  ceramics  (10cm);  bone  (lO-25cm). 

B.  Controlled  Profile;  House  1  (0-60cm  S.D.):  materials  within  postholes 
recovered  as  single  unit  and  include:  ceramics,  chipped  stone  tool, 
flaking  debris.,  bone,  fire-cracked  rock,  clinker,  and  shell. 

C.  Controlled  Profile  1  (0-1. 2m  S.D.):  chipped  stone  core  and  bone  frag¬ 
ment's  (0-20cm)  not  recovered. 

D.  Controlled  Profile  2  (0-1. Om  S.O.):  ceramics,  flaking  debris,  and  bone 
TO-25cm) . 

E.  Controlled  Profile  3  (0-2. Om  S.D.):  ceramics  and  modified  bone  (60cm); 
flaking  debris  (0-25cm) ;  bone  (5-35cm);  fire-cracked  rock  (50cm). 


B-182 


fannMo  10-900a 
(IIm  10-741 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OK  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NPS  USE  ONLY 
RECEIVED 
DATE  ENTERED 


Figure  7.  Photographs  of  postmoid  features  (Cat.  No.  81)  exposed  in  lake  bank  at 

archeological  site  39SL15-  A)  View  of  profile  showing  soil  deposit  over- 
lying  shale  formation  (Neg.  No.  21-23).  B)  Close-up  view  of  profile 
showing  soil  stain  and  excavated  portion  of  feature  (Neg.  No.  21-21). 
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Figure  8.  Contour  map  of  archeological  site  39SL33  showing  locations  of  surface 
materials  and  controlled  tests  recorded  during  the  1979  investigation 
Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 
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ceramic,  and  faunal  materials  (large  mammal)  were  recovered  at  0-30  cm  and  0-38  cm  S.D. 
within  two  controlled  subsurface  tests  (Table  2).  The  greatest  density  of  surface 
materials  was  recorded  along  the  abrupt  rim  of  the  high  ridge  on  which  this  site  is 
located.  Shel 1 -tempered  ceramics  recovered  from  this  site  are  generally  attributable 
to  the  Plains  Village  period  but  are  not  readily  assignable  to  a  specific  unit 
recognized  for  this  region  (Johnson  n.d.). 

S i te  39SL31 2  was  first  recorded  during  the  1979  UNL  investigation.  Cultural 
materials  were  observed  on  the  surface  of  a  small  road  and  other  exposures  within  an 
area  of  150  x  241  m  along  the  abrupt  rim  at  the  upper  valley  edge  (Figures  9"11). 
Subsurface  materials  were  also  recorded  at  0-25  cm,  0-50  cm,  and  0-70  cm  S.D.  within 
three  controlled  tests.  A  total  of  992  specimens  was  recovered  (Table  3).  Subsu 'face 
materials  occurred  within  two  distinct  soil  zones,  suggesting  at  least  two  episodes 
of  site  use.  A  small  feature  (a  red  soil  stain  associated  with  lithic  and  bone  debris) 
was  recorded  at  the  base  of  the  lower,  darker  soil  zone  (50-53  cm  S.D.)  in  one  test 
unit.  The  primary  component  at  this  site  is  attributed  to  the  Plains  Village  period 
(Extended  Coalescent)  on  the  basis  of  ceramic  materials  (Johnson  n.d.). 

DATA  LIMITATIONS 

Two  sites  (39SL33  and  39SL312)  within  the  proposed  District  appear  to  be 
essentially  undisturbed  with  the  exception  of  former  road  paths  and  occasional 
erosional  exposures.  Neither  of  these  sites  is  currently  subjected  to  public  use. 

The  integrity  of  the  deposits  at  the  third  site,  39SL15,  have  been  more  directly 
affected  by  development  of  the  Oahe  Reservoir.  The  presence  of  cultural  materials  in 
the  lake  cutbank  indicates  that  an  unknown  portion  of  this  site  has  been  eroded  by 
the  lake  shore.  The  limited  nature  of  original  survey  data  makes  determination  of  the 
actual  portion  destroyed  difficult.  Limited  camping  facilities  including  roads, 
camper  pads,  and  vault  toilets  have  been  installed  on  a  portion  of  the  site  and  the 
area  is  subjected  to  moderate  public  use  on  a  seasonal  basis. 
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Table  2.  Summary  of  cultural  materials  recovered  from  site  39SL33  during  the 
1979  investigation;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Specimen 

Frequencies  per  Provenience  Unit 

Control  I ed 

Control  1 ed 

Specimen  Category 

Surface 

Test 

Total 

Chipped  Stone 

Tool  s 

5 

5 

Cores 

8 

1 

9 

Debris  (Patinated) 

153  (7) 

13  (1) 

1 66 

Groundstone 

1 

1 

Ceramics 

33 

15 

48 

Bone 

Modi f ied 

0 

Unmod  ’'"led 

55 

20 

75 

Fire-cracked  Rock 

26 

_ 

26 

TOTALS 

281 

A9 

330 

NOTE:  Horizontal  distribution 

of  materials 

is  indicated  on  site  map. 

Vert i - 

cal  distributions  (controlled 

tests)  are  summarized  below. 

Test  1  (0-45cm  S.D.):  chipped 

stone  debris 

(0-45cm) ;  bone  fragments 

(15-45 

cmj 


Test  2  (0-60cm  S.D.):  chipped  stone  debris  (0-30cm) ;  chipped  stone  core 
(0-1 5cm) ;  ceramics  (0-30cm) ;  bone  (0-45cm). 


* 
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Figure  10.  Photographs  of  archeological  site  39SL312.  A)  View  of  Test  2  at  southern 
edge  of  site  looking  east  (Neg.  No.  15~7).  B)  View  of  west  wall  profile 
at  Test  2  (Neg.  No.  15-20). 
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Table  3-  Summary  of  cultural  materials  recovered  from  site  39SL312  during 
the  1979  investigation;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Specimen  Category 

Spec i men 

Frequenci es 

per  Provenience 

Un  i  t 

General 

Surface 

Control  1 ed 
Surface 

Control  led 

Test 

Tota 

Chipped  Stone 

Tool  s 

3 

15 

2 

20 

Cores 

4 

8 

12 

Debris  (Patinated) 

15 

338 

77  (43) 

430 

Groundstone 

0 

Cerami cs 

37 

4 

4l 

Bone 

Mod i f ied 

0 

Unmodified 

4 

258 

121 

383 

Fire-cracked  Rock 

14 

69 

14 

97 

Other 

_l 

_ 1_ 

5 

9 

TOTALS 

43 

726 

223 

992 

NOTE:  Horizontal  distribution  of  materials  is  indicated  on  site  map.  Verti¬ 
cal  distributions  (controlled  tests)  are  summarized  below. 

Test  1  (0-40cm) ;  ceramics  (0-10);  chipped  stone  debris  (0-28cm) ;  bone  (10- 
25cm) ;  fire-cracked  rock  (O-IOcm). 

Test  2  (0-70cm) :  ch i pped  -stone  tool  (40-50cm) ,  debris  (0-70cm) ;  bone  (lO- 
70cm) ;  fire-cracked  rock  (40-50cm) ;  charcoal  noted  (l0-60cm);  feature  1  (50- 
53cm) . 

Test  3  (0-50cm) :  ceramics  (l0-20cm);  chipped  stone  debris  (l0-20cm  and  40- 
50cm) ;  bone  (0-50cm) ;  fired  clay/daub  (0-10cm  and  40-50cm) ;  fire-cracked 
rock  (l0-20cm  and  30-40cm) . 


B-190 


8.  Significance 


PAGE  20 


Period 

Areas  of  Significance — Check  and  justify  below 

X  prehistoric 

X  archeology-prehistoric 

_ community  planning 

_ landscape  architecture 

_ _ religion 

_  1400-1499 

_ archeology-historic 

_ conservation 

_ law 

_ science 

_  1500-1599 

_ agriculture 

_ economics 

_ literature 

_ sculpture 

_  1600-1699 

_ architecture 

_ education 

_ military 

_ social/ 

_  1700-1799 

_ art 

_ engineering 

_ music 

humanitarian 

A 

_  1800-1899 

_ commerce 

_ exploration/settlement 

_ philosophy 

_ theater 

_ 1900- 

_ communications 

_ industry 

_ politics/government 

_ transportation 

_ invention 

_ other  (specify) 

0 

Specific  dates 

Builder/ Architect 

Statement  of  Significance  (in  one  paragraph) 

Intact  deposits  identified  at  three  sites  within  the  proposed  Little 
Bend  Archeological  District  represent  a  final  remaining  opportunity  for  study 
of  the  densely  distributed  PI  a i ns  Vi  1 1  age  period  components  formerly  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  unique  Little  Bend  area. 

General  research  potentials  include:  1)  expansion  of  previous  studies 
concerning  villages  of  this  period  conducted  elsewhere  within  the  region; 
and  2)  approaching  research  problems  particularly  relevant  to  these  three 
sites,  such  as  settlement  pattern  questions  concerning  relationships  between 
site  function,  season  of  use,  and  topographic  position. 

Each  of  the  three  sites  located  within  the  District  occur  within  topo¬ 
graphic  contexts  not  previously  the  subject  of  extensive  research  efforts 
within  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea.  Major  salvage  efforts  previously  imple¬ 
mented  within  the  subarea  generally  focused  on  excavation  of  villages  and 
other  sites  located  along  lower  river  terraces  to  be  inundated  by  planned 
reservoir  construction.  The  presence  of  villages  along  the  edges  of  the  higher 
benches  and  ridges  within  this  region  (a  pattern  known  from  the  Central  Plains) 
was  a  recognized  settlement  component — particularly  with  respect  to  Coalescent 
tradition  occupations  (see  Lehmer  1971:111-120).  However,  these  sites  were 
not  immediately  threatened  by  inundation  and  were  thus  not  extensively  in¬ 
vestigated,  The  three  upper  elevation  site  contexts  represented  within  the 
proposed  Little  Bend  Archeological  District  offer  an  opportunity  to  investigate 
this  largely  unstudied  aspect  of  Plains  Village  period  settlement  within  the 
Immediate  Missouri  River  entrenchment. 

In  addition  to  research  of  various  intersite  relationships,  each  loca¬ 
tion  represents  varied  site-specific  potentials  for  the  study  of  select  data 
categor ies . 

Lithic  Materials.  Chipped  stone  tools  and  debris  are  recorded  for  each 
site  but  the  greatest  number  and  diversity  of  tool  specimens  are  represented 
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at  site  39SL312  (see  Table  4).  Only  limited  diagnostic  specimens  were  recov¬ 
ered.  The  use  of  a  variety  of  stone  types  other  than  Knife  River  Flint,  as 
characteristic  of  Coalescent  tradition  assemblages  (Lehmer  1964;  Abler  1974), 
is  reflected  at  each  site. 

Ceramic  Materials.  A  variety  of  rimsherds,  decorated  bodysherds,  and 
appendage  fragments  were  recovered  at  each  site  and,  for  the  most  part,  ex¬ 
hibit  characteristics  attributable  to  Extended  Coalescent  ceramics  (Johnson 
1980).  The  high  incidence  of  shel 1 -tempered  pottery  within  the  limited  sample 
obtained  from  site  39SL33  (see  Table  5)  warrants  further  attention  to  clarify 
possible  relationships  to  regional  cultural  complexes  (e.g.,  Oneota)  generally 
associated  with  shel 1 -tempered  assemblages. 

Bone  Materials.  Vertebrate  faunal  remains  recovered  at  each  of  these 
sites  consist  largely  of  small  unmodified  fragments.  Each  site  offers  poten¬ 
tial  to  contribute  in  some  manner  to  studies  of  procurement,  processing,  or 
other  aspects  of  faunal  resource  utilization.  The  greatest  potential  for 
productive  recovery  of  faunal  remains  is  likely  represented  at  site  39SL15 
where  fish.  Can i s  and  Bi son  remains  were  found  in  both  surface  and  subsurface 
contexts . 

Cultural  Features.  On  the  basis  of  present  information,  the  greatest 
potential  for  the  occurrence  of  substantial  subsurface  features,  such  as  house 
remains,  is  represented  at  site  39SL15.  The  presence  of  features  expected 
at  earthlodge  villages  is  suggested  both  by  past  and  present  surface  observa¬ 
tions  and  evidence  recorded  in  the  lake  cutbank.  Although  specific  expecta¬ 
tions  are  less  defined  for  sites  39SL33  and  39SL312,  a  potential  for  defini¬ 
tion  of  discrete  i ntras i te'  subareas  at  all  three  locations  is  suggested  by 
the  varied  distributions  of  surface  materials. 

In  sum,  the  three  Native  American  sites  comprising  the  proposed  Little 
Bend  Archeological  District  contain  materials  and  features  representing  produc¬ 
tive  data  recovery  potentials  concerning  a  variety  of  inter-  and  intrasite 
research  objectives.  The  importance  of  these  research  opportunities  is  de- 
fined  with  respect  to  the  present  need  to  expand  upon  the  results  of  previous 
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Table  Summary  of  chipped  stone  tools  recovered  from  three  sites  within 
the  proposed  Little  Bend  Archeological  District;  Lake  Oahe,  South 
Dakota . 


Descriptive  Tool  Category 

Catalog  Number 
(and  Provenience) 

Stone  Type 

39SL15 


15.  endscraper,  complete 

8l 

(House  1 ;  20-50cm) 

flattop  chalcedony 

31a.  core,  non tool 

52 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

61 

(bank  slump) 

jasper/chert 

77 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

86 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

39SL33 

9.  biface,  pointed  fragment 

31 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

34 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

12.  biface,  segment 

54 

(surface) 

Bijou  Hills  quartz i te 

29-  retouched  flake  tool 

48 

(su-'ace) 

sol  id  quartzi te 

56 

(s  -ace) 

coarse  red  TRSS 

31a.  core,  nontool 

27 

(surface) 

quartz 

28 

(surface) 

clear/grey  chalcedony 

36 

(surface) 

other  quartzite 

43 

(surface) 

quartz 

49 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

55 

(surface) 

coarse  red  TRSS 

63 

(surface) 

porous  quartz i te 

64 

(surface) 

jasper /chert 

68 

(Test  2;  0-10cm) 

coarse  red  TRSS 

39SL312 

3.  double-notched  biface. 

16 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

complete 

4.  double-notched  biface. 

33 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

proximal  fragment 

11.  ovoid  biface,  fragment 

42 

(surface) 

coarse  yellow  TRSS 

42 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

12.  biface,  segment 

16 

(surface) 

clear/grey  chalcedony 

35 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

NOTE:  Surface  proveniences 

and  test  locations  are  indicated  on  site  map. 

^Indicates  patinated  specimens. 
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Table  k.  Summary  of  chipped  stone  tools  recovered  from  three  sites  within  • 

the  proposed  Little  Bend  Archeological  District;  Lake  Oahe,  South 
Dakota  (concluded). 

_ _ _ # 


Catalog  Number 

Descriptive  Tool  Category  (and  Provenience)  Stone  Type 


13-  biface,  edge  fragment 

16 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

20 

(surface) 

smooth  grey  TRSS 

22 

(surface) 

clear/grey  chalcedony^ 

l4.  irregular  biface 

24 

(surface) 

solid  quartz i te 

15.  endscraper,  complete 

19 

(surface) 

dark  brown  chalcedony 

19 

(surface) 

clear/grey  chalcedony^ 

20 

(surface) 

clear/grey  chalcedony 

51 

(Test  2;  30-40cm) 

dark  brown  chalcedony 

52 

(Test  2;  40-50cm) 

jasper/chert 

17.  endscraper,  longitudinal 

1 1 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

fragment 

(surface) 

21.  single-notched  biface, 

18 

Knife  River  Flint 

blade 

24.  beak 

1 

(surface) 

flattop  chalcedony 

22 

(surface) 

Knife  River  FI i nt^ 

29-  retouched  flake  tool 

16 

(surface) 

dark  brown  chalcedony^ 

31a.  core,  nontool 

14 

(surface) 

quartz 

16 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

19 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

21 

(surface) 

coarse  yellow  TRSS 

21 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

(3 

specimens) 

39 

(surface) 

quartz 

42 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

(4 

specimens) 

NOTE:  Surface  proveniences  and  test  locations  are  indicated  on  site  map. 
^Indicates  patinated  specimens. 
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9.  Major  Bibliographical  References 

See  Continuation  Sheet,  page  26 


10.  Geographical  Data  _ 

Qf  nnmin.t«d  property  Di5trict=690  acres;  Combined  Site  Total  =58  acres. 
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/erbal  boundary  description  and  justification 

The  proposed  Little  Bend  Archeolog*ical  District  occupies  an  area  of  690  acres 
and  is  bounded,  in  general,  by  County  Road  No.  1804  on  the  north  and  the 


.ist  all  states  and  counties  for  properties  overlapping  state  or  county  boundaries 

tate _ code  county  code 


fate _ code _ county _  code 

li.  Form  Prepared  By 


ame/tltle  Carl  R.  Falk  and  Robert  E.  Pepperl  ,  Co~Principal  Investigators _ 

rganizatlon  Division  of  Archeological  Research _ date _ l8  March  1982 

treet  A  number  University  of  Nebraska _ telephone  [402]  472-2412 

city  or  town  Lincoln  state  Nebraska  68588-0332 

12,  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  Certification 

The  evaluated  significance  of  this  property  within  the  state  is: 

_ _ _ national _ _ state _  local _ 

As  the  designated  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  for  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966  (Public  Law  8&- 
:65),  I  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  it  has  been  evaluated 
recording  to  the  criteria  and  procedures  set  forth  by  the  Heritage  Conservation  and  Recreation  Service. 

jtate  Historic  Preservation  Officer  signature _ 


itie 


date 


For  HCRS  use  only 

I  hereby  certify  that  this  property  is  Included  In  the  National  Register 


Keeper  of  the  National  Register 

Attest: _ 

Chief  of  Registration 


.  ,  date->!f& 


date.r-.-V 
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I tem  8 :  S  i  gn  i  f i cance  (continued) 

research  within  this  region  and  to  investigate  site  contexts  not  extensively 
represented  in  past  salvage  efforts.  Data  concerning  cul tura 1 -h i stor ical , 
locational,  zooarcheol og ica 1 ,  and  specific  technological  research  interests 
are  expected. 
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I  tern  10:  Verbal  Boundary  Description 

shoreline  of  Lake  Oahe  on  the  south.  The  District  boundary  (see  Figure  3 
and  attached  topographic  quadrangles),  beginning  at  Point  A  located  70m  south 
of  U.S.  Government  Monument  No.  F-ll  (in  fence  corner)  and  proceeding  clock¬ 
wise,  extends  due  west  (N270°E)  in  a  straight  line  to  Point  B  at  the  lake 
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shore.  The  boundary  follows  the  shoreline  to  Point  C  located  at  the  tip  of 
a  shallow  inlet  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  peninsula  occupied  by  the  Little 
Bend  South  Recreation  Area.  From  Point  C  the  boundary  extends  Ni40°E  in  a 
straight  line  to  Point  0  at  the  intersection  of  County  Road  No.  l804  with 
the  access  road  to  the  Little  Bend  South  Recreation  Area.  The  remainder  of 
the  boundary  extends  along  the  southern  edge  of  County  Road  No.  1804  to  Point 
A  as  'defined  above. 

Si te  Boundaries.  Protective  consideration  is  requested  only  for  the 
areas  occupied  by  the  three  archeological  sites  located  within  the  proposed 
National  Register  district  (see  Boundary  Justification).  The  boundaries  of 
these  individual  properties  correspond  to  the  immediate  site  limits  identi¬ 
fied  through  field  investigations  at  sites  39SL15,  39SL33,  and  39SL312  (see 
Figures  3i  8|  11.  and  attached  topographic  quadrangles).  Brief  boundary 
descriptions  are  provided  below;  UTM  coordinates  at  major  juncture  points 
are  presented  in  Table  6. 

Site  39SL15  occupies  an  area  of  23  acres  and  is  bounded  on  the  east, 
south  and  west  by  the  shore  of  Lake  Oahe.  The  northern  margin  is  defined 
as  a  straight  line  extending  across  the  width  of  the  peninsula  parallel  to 
and  at  125m  north  of  the  southern  lake  shore  (see  Figure  4). 

Site  39SL33  occupies  an  area  of  27  acres  and  is  bounded  on  the  east  and 
north  by  County  Highway  l804.  The  western  and  southern  margins  of  the  site 
are  defined  by  the  ridge  edge  and  extend  along  the  l840'  elevation  contour 
at  approximately  50m  below  the  upper  rim  of  this  abrupt  slope  (see  Figure 
8). 

Site  39SL312  occupies  an  area  of  8  acres  and  is  bounded  on  the  east  by 
County  Highway  l804.  The  remainder  of  the  site  boundary  is  defined  by  the 
ridge  edge  and  extends  along  the  l840'  elevation  contour  at  approximately 
35m  below  the  upper  rim  beginning  and  ending  at  the  intersection  of  this  slope 
with  County  Highway  l804  which  occurs  at  70m  south  and  200m  north  of  U.S. 
Government  Boundary  Monument  No.  F-11  located  in  the  fence  corner  at  the  east¬ 
ern  edge  of  the  site  (see  Figure  1l). 
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Table  6.  Summary  of  Universal  Transverse  Mercator  Grid  (UTM)  coordinates 
recorded  at  major  junctures  of  site-specific  boundaries  within 
the  Little  Bend  Archeological  District,  Sully  County,  South 
Dakota . 


Site  Number  and 

UTM  Coordinates 

(Zone  1A) 

Boundary  Point 

East i ng 

North i ng 

39SL15 


A) 

northwest 

co''ner 

370190 

4957230 

B) 

northeast 

corner 

370930 

4956890 

0 

southeast 

corner 

370890 

4956760 

D) 

southwest 

corner 

370150 

4957120 

39SL33 

A) 

northwest 

corner 

373710 

4955660 

B) 

northeast 

corner 

374180 

4955020 

0 

southeast 

corner 

374090 

4954880 

D) 

southwest 

corner 

373600 

4955570 

39SL312 

A) 

northwest 

corner 

374060 

4954130 

B) 

northeast 

corner 

374210 

4954140 

0 

southeast 

corner 

374200 

4953880 

D) 

southwest 

corner 

374030 

4954020 
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DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  ANO  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE 

SUMMARY  DESCRIPTION 

The  proposed  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  A^'cheological  District  is  comprised  of  three 
Native  American  sites  which  each  contain  various  stone  features,  primarily  stone  circles. 
These  sites  are  clustered  in  an  area  of  65  ac  around  the  mouth  of  a  small  drainage 
channel  which  intersects  the  lower  reaches  of  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  (Figures  1  and  2). 

The  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  District  is  the  northernmost  complex  of  stone  circle  sites 
recorded  within  tributary  valleys  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Oahe  in  South  Dakota. 

CONTEXT 

Field  work  providing  the  basis  for  this  nomination  was  performed  in  1979  by  the 
University  of  Nebraska  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (Falk  and 
Pepperl  n.d.).  An  intensive  pedestrian  survey  (Class  111)  was  completed  for  all  federal 
lands  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  extending  between  the  Oahe  Dam  near  Pierre, 
South  Dakota  and  the  North  Dakota  border,  a  distance  of  approximately  150  river  miles. 

A  total  of  about  32,110  ac  of  government  lands  along  602  mi  of  shoreline  is  included 
within  this  survey  area.  Native  American  resources  inventoried  as  a  result  of  the  1979 
survey  consist  of  229  sites  and  137  isolated  specimen  locations.  Included  in  this 
inventory  are  66  sites  with  stone  features,  23  of  which  contain  stone  circles. 

Previous  Investigations.  The  Middle  Missouri  archeological  subarea,  including  the 
Lake  Oahe  vicinity,  was  extensively  investigated  during  the  1950s  and  1960s  as  part  of 
the  salvage  efforts  carried  out  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  (River  Basin  Surveys)  and 
others  prior  to  inundation  of  much  of  the  middle  segment  of  the  Missouri  River  valley 
by  mainstem  reservoirs  (see  e.g..  Cooper  19^9;  Cooper  and  Stevenson  1953).  The  results 
of  this  work  are  synthesized  by  Lehmer  (1971).  The  attention  of  these  preinundation 
studies  focused  on  the  considerable  archeological  resources  of  the  broad  river  terraces, 
primarily  earthlodge  villages.  Tributary  stream  valleys  were  not  systematically 
investigated,  though  several  sites  were  recorded  around  the  mouth  of  Little  Cheyenne  Creek 
a  short  distance  below  the  district  proposed  here.  None  of  these  sites  were  intensively 
investigated  and  all  are  now  inundated.  Importantly,  previous  work  in  the  Lake  Oahe 
area  did  not  include  study  of  stone  features  at  Native  American  sites;  few  sites  of  this 
type  have  been  recorded  in  the  vicinity  and  none  have  been  intensively  investigated. 

None  of  the  sites  within  the  proposed  Little  Cheyenne  "eek  District  had  been 
previously  recorded. 
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Figure  1.  General  location  of  the  proposed  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  Archeological  District 
on  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  Potter  County,  South  Dakota. 
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Envi ronment.  The  Lake  Oahe  area  is  within  the  middle  segment  of  the  Missouri  River 
valley  which  cuts  through  the  glaciated  region  of  the  Missouri  Plateau  of  the  Northern 
Plains.  The  river  trench  is  a  distinctive  physiographic  feature  characterized  along  its 
upper  margins  by  steep  "breaks"  below  which  are  broad  grass  covered  terraces  and  the 
forested  river  flood  plain  (cf.  Lehmer  1971:50-53).  The  lower  two  zones  are  now 
inundated  within  much  of  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea.  Major  tributary  valleys  occur 
only  on  the  west  side  of  the  trench  while  minor  drainages,  such  as  Little  Cheyenne  Creek, 
occur  occasionally  on  the  east  side.  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  occupies  a  broad  open  valley 
where  it  flows  through  the  rolling  uplands  but  becomes  narrow  with  only  minor  terrace 
development  along  its  lower  reaches  where  it  cuts  through  the  eroded  Missouri  breaks. 

The  proposed  Little  Cheyenne  District  is  located  on  an  eroded  south  facing  bench 
at  the  base  of  the  high  terrace  (upland)  slope.  This  area  is  at  1620-1660  ft  elevation 
directly  above  the  north  bank  of  the  presently  inundated  creek  channel  and  approximately 
2.7  mi  above  the  creek  confluence  with  the  Missouri  River.  The  river  flows  within  2.0 
mi  from  the  district  to  the  west  across  a  prominent  level  terrace  remnant  (Dolphus 
Peninsula).  Glacial  cobbles  and  boulders  are  exposed  on  the  steep  grassy  slopes  along 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  creek  valley. 

BOUNDARY  JUSTIFICATION 

The  boundaries  of  the  roughly  65  ac  area  occupied  by  the  proposed  Little  Cheyenne 
Creek  Archeological  District  are  designed  to  1)  encompass  all  intact  stone  circle  sites 
currently  identified  within  the  creek  valley,  and  2)  include  only  the  area  defined  by 
topographic  features  directly  associated  with  the  three  sites  comprising  the  district. 

All  of  this  area  is  con ta ined.wi thin  the  U.S.  Government  boundary  of  the  Lake  Oahe 
project.  An  additional  stone  circle  site  (39P021)  is  located  across  the  embayment  to 
the  south  but  has  been  largely  destroyed  by  recreational  use  and  is  excluded  from  the 
proposed  district. 

The  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  District  is  directly  north  of  two  recreation  units 
presently  developed  around  Whitlocks  Bay  but  is  not  accessible  from  current  roads.  In 
that  surface  features  at  each  of  the  three  sites  could  be  disturbed  by  continued  use. 
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all  land  area  (ca.  35  ac)  above  lake  pool  within  the  district  should  be  excluded  from 
future  agricultural  or  recreational  uses. 

DISTRICT  COMPOSITION 

The  proposed  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  Archeological  District  is  composed  of  three 
Native  American  sites,  each  of  which  is  defined  principally  by  stone  features  recorded 
on  the  surface  (Table  1).  Shallowly  buried  artifactual  materials  were  encountered  at 
all  three  sites  (Table  2).  In  addition  to  chipped  stone,  one  site  (39P022)  also 
contains  faunal  remains  (unidentifiable)  and  two  sites  (39P022  and  39P023)  include  fire- 
cracked  rock,  suggesting  that  subsurface  features  such  as  hearths  may  be  present.  Most 
of  the  surface  features  recorded  at  each  site  are  stone  circles  (Table  3)  which  range 
in  size  from  3.50  m  to  9-80  m  in  diameter,  though  most  are  between  4  to  5  m  in  diameter. 
Three  small  circles  at  site  39P02A  are  defined  by  multiple  rows  of  stones  while  other 
circles  in  the  district  are  marked  by  single  rows  of  stones,  a  form  characteristic  of 
most  stone  circles  identified  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project.  Unpatterned  clusters  of  stones, 
possibly  representing  disturbed  circles  or  cairns,  are  included  at  sites  39P022  and 
39PO23.  In  fact,  the  seven  features  in  the  northern  half  of  site  39P023  are  not  well 
defined  on  the  surface  and  will  require  excavation  for  certain  determination  of  form. 
None  of  the  three  sites  can  be  presently  assigned  to  specific  cultural  or  temporal 
units.  Results  of  the  1979  UNL  investigations  at  each  site  are  briefly  reviewed  below. 

Site  39PO22  consists  of  ten  stone  circles  and  three  rock  clusters  distributed 

along  the  eastern  and  southern  margins  of  a  small  level  point  at  1635  elevation 

directly  above  the  former  north  bank  of  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  (Figure  3).  Although  no 
artifactual  specimens  were  observed  on  the  surface,  chipped  stone  tools,  cores,  flaking 
debris,  fire-cracked  rock,  and  unmodified  vertebrate  faunal  remains  were  recovered  from 
the  upper  20  cm  of  the  single  controlled  test  excavated  near  the  center  of  Feature  6 
(Table  k) ,  These  materials  were  all  recovered  from  within  the  same  tan  compacted  soil 
horizon.  Two  biface  tools  and  a  flake  tool  (endscraper)  were  included  (Table  5).  The 

ten  stone  features  range  from  3.7  m  to  9.8  m  in  maximum  dimension  (Table  6).  The  site 

does  not  appear  to  have  been  disturbed  and  is  not  presently  affected  by  public  use  of 
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Table  1.  Summary  of  Native  American  sites  contained  within  the  proposed  Little  Cheyenne 
Creek  Archeological  District,  Potter  County,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 


S  i  te 
Number 

Site  Description  and 
Temporal  Assignment 

Elevation 

(ft) 

Topograph ic 
Posi t ion 

Area 

(m^) 

Cultural  Lev 
(cm  S.D.) 

39P022 

stone  circles  (10),  stone 
groups  (3);  lithic  tools, 
debris,  bone;  unassigned 

1635 

south  facing 
terrace  point 

8,883 

0-20 

39P023 

stone  circles  (8),  stone 
groups  (2);  lithic  tools, 
debris:  Plains  Village 
period  (?) 

1665 

south  facing 
level  bench 

12,981 

0.20 

39P02ii 

stone  circles  (4);  lithic 
debris;  unassigned 

1630 

south  facing 
terrace  point 

4,500 

0-10 
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Table  3.  Summary  of  stone  features  recorded  on  the  surface  of  Native  American  sites 

within  the  proposed  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  Archeological  District,  Lake  Oahe, 
South  Dakota. 


S  i  te 

Number 

Stone 

Circles 

Mean 

C i rcl e 

Dimension  (m) 

Unpatterned 

Rock 

Cluster 

Total 

Features 

39P022 

10 

-5.23 

3 

13 

39P023 

8 

4.43 

2 

10 

39P02i* 

4 

5.68 

none 

4 

Total s 

22 

5 

27 
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Figure  3-  Contour  map  showing  the  distribution  of  stone  features  at  Native  American  site 
39P022,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore.  South  Dakota. 
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Table  k. 

Cultural  materials 
UNL  Lake  Oahe  East 

recovered  from  Native  American 
Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 

site  39P022  during 

the  1979 

Chipped  Stone 

Unmod . 

F i re-cracked 

Provenience 

Tool 

Core  Debris 

Bone 

Rock 

Tota  1 

Control  led 

Test  1 

Level  1 : 

0-2  cm 

2 

2 

Level  2: 

2-10  cm 

2 

1  61 

52 

116 

Level  3‘ 

10-20  cm 

1 

2 

1 

A 

Level  A: 

20-30  cm 

0 

Total  s 

3 

1  65 

1 

52 

122 
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Table  6.  Stone  features  recorded  at  Native  American  site  39P022  during  the  1979  UNL 
Lake  Oahe  East  -Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Feature 

Number 

Description 

Dimensions  (m) 

1 

stone  circle 

4.70  diameter 

2 

rock  cluster 

- 

3 

stone  ci rcl e 

5.10  length 

4. 50  width 

4 

stone  circle 

4.80  diameter 

5 

stone  circle 

3.70  d iameter 

6 

stone  circle 

5. 50  d iameter 

7 

rock  cluster 

- 

8 

rock  cluster 

1 

9 

stone  circle 

9.80. d iameter 

10 

stone  circle 

5.40  diameter 

1 1 

stone  circle 

4.80  diameter 

12 

stone  circle 

4.30  diameter 

13 

stone  circle 

4.20  d iameter 

Mean  circle  dimension  (n  *  10):  x  =  5.23 

s  =  1.61 


NOTE:  Dimensions  are  based  oh  measurement  of  stones  visible  on  the  surface. 
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the  nearby  Whitlocks  Bay  Recreation  area.  A  moderate  to  dense  growth  of  grass  and 
glacial  till  cover  the  surface  of  the  site  (Figure  4). 

Site  39P023  consists  of  ten  stone  features  and  a  scatter  of  surface  debris  dis¬ 
tributed  within  two  separate  areas  along  opposing  edges  of  an  upper  level  bench  at 
1665  ft  elevation,  north  of  the  former  channel  of  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  (Figures  48  and 
5A) .  Site  39P022  is  located  below  the  southern  edge  of  the  bench,  approximately  200  m 
to  the  south  of  39P023  (Figure  5B)  .  The  two  subareas  of  site  39P023  are  iiS  apart  and 
are  each  defined  by  surface  features  and  materials  (Figure  6).  Area  A  extends  28  x  127 
along  southern  edge  of  the  bench  and  includes  three  stone  circles.  Area  B  extends 
65  X  145  m  along  the  northern  edge  of  the  bench  and  includes  seven  stone  features,  most 
of  which  are  partially  buried  and  exact  form  has  not  been  determined.  Fifty  four  chipped 
stone  specimens  were  recorded  at  25  surface  locations,  all  but  seven  of  which  occurred 
within  the  southern  subarea  (Table  7) •  Lithic  materials  were  also  recovered  from  the 
upper  two  levels  (0-20  cm  S.D.)  of  the  single  controlled  test  at  this  site  which  was 
excavated  near  the  center  of  Feature  1  (stone  circle).  The  collected  materials  include 
five  chipped  stone  tools,  three  of  which  occurred  in  the  upper  level  (0-10  cm  S.D.)  of 
the  test  (Table  8).  Eight  of  the  stone  features  at  site  39P023  are  tentatively  defined 
as  stone  circles  which  range  in  size  from  3-5"5.3  m  in  diameter  (Table  9).  The  other  two 
features  are  unpatterned  rock  clusters.  In  contrast  to  most  stone  features  recorded  in 
the  Lake  Oahe  project  which  are  comprised  of  stones  lying  on  or  near  the  present  surface, 
features  at  site  39P023  are  generally  deeply  embedded  with  only  portions  of  the  stones 
exposed  on  the  surface.  Most  of  the  site  is  under  a  moderate  to  dense  cover  of  short 
grass.  Glacial  till  (cobbles)  is  exposed  throughout  the  area,  particularly  along  the  ^ 

,  r 

southern  margin  of  the  bench.'  The  site  has  been  grazed  but  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
affected  by  public  use  of  the  nearby  Whitlock's  Bay  Recreation  area. 

Site  39P024  is  situated  at  1630  ft  elevation  on  a  low  point  directly  west  of  sites*^ 
39PO22  and  39P023,  across  a  small  drainage  embayment  (Figure  5).  A  cluster  of  four 
stone  circles  and  a  scatter  of  chipped  stone  debris  were  identified  within  an  area  of 
50  X  90  m  near  the  end  of  the  point  (Figure  7).  Three  chipped  stone  flakes  were 
recovered  from  two  surface  locations.  Shallowly  buried  subsurface  deposits  are 
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Figure  4.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  Archeological 
District.  A)  View  facing  southeast  toward  site  33P022  from  the  southern  edge 
of  upper  bench  at  site  39P023  (UNL  Neg.  No.  19"26).  B)  View  facing  southwest 
across  39P023  from  the  northern  subarea.  Recreation  area  across  the  embaymeni 
is  in  the  backgro'jnd  (UNL  Neg.  No.  19“33). 
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Figure  5-  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  Archeological 
District.  A)  View  facing  west  of  the  northern  subarea  at  site  39P023.  Site 
39P024  is  on  the  point  in  the  background  (UNL  Neg .  No.  19~3^).  B)  View 
facing  east  of  39P024  at  Feature  1.  Site  39P023  is  on  upper  bench  and 
39P022  Is  on  lover  point  in  background  (UNL  Neg.  No.  23~30. 
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Table  7.  Cultural  materials  recovered  from  Native  American  site  39P023  during  the  1979 
UNL  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota.  ^ 


Proven ience 

Tool  s 

Ch i pped 
Cores 

Stone 

Debris 

F i re-cracked 
Rock 

Total 

Contro 

lied 

Surface 

Cat. 

No. 

1 

1 

1 

25 

27 

Cat. 

No. 

2 

2 

2 

Cat. 

No. 

3 

1 

1 

Cat . 

No. 

k 

1 

1 

Cat. 

No. 

5 

1 

1 

Cat. 

No. 

6 

I 

1 

Cat . 

No. 

7 

1 

1 

Cat. 

No. 

8 

1 

1 

Cat. 

No. 

9 

1 

1 

Cat. 

No. 

10 

1 

1 

1 

Cat. 

No. 

1 1 

1 

Cat. 

No. 

12 

1 

1 

Cat. 

No. 

13 

1 

1 

Cat. 

No. 

14 

1 

1 

Cat . 

No. 

15 

2 

2 

Cat. 

No. 

16 

1 

1 

Cat . 

No. 

17 

1 

1 

Cat . 

No. 

18 

4 

4 

Cat. 

No. 

19 

1 

1 

Cat. 

No, 

20 

0 

Cat. 

No. 

21 

2 

2 

Cat. 

No. 

22 

1 

1 

Cat. 

No. 

23 

0 

Cat. 

No. 

24 

1 

1 

Cat. 

No. 

25 

0 

Control 

led 

Test  1 

Level 

1  : 

0-10  cm 

.  3 

1 

47 

1 

52  ' 

Level 

2: 

10-20  cm 

1 

2 

3 

Level 

3: 

20-30  cm 

0 

Tota I s 

5 

3 

98 

3 

109 

NOTE:  Surface  proveniences  are  indicated  by  catalog  numbers  on  the  site  map  (Figure  6). 
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Table  8.  Chipped  stone  tools  recovered  from  Native  American  site  39P023  during  the  i97S 
UNL  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Descriptive  Catalog  Number 

Tool-  Category  (Provenience)  Stone  Type 

2.  triangular  biface,  26  (Test  1,  0-10  cm)  jasper/chert 

proximal  fragment 

12.  biface,  segment  26  (Test  1,  0-10  cm)  Flattop  chalcedony  (pat.) 

14.  irregular  biface  I  (surface;  Subarea  A)  coarse  red  TRSS 

15.  endscraper,  complete  26  (Test  1,  0-10  cm)  quartz 

31.  core  tool  10  (surface;  Subarea  A)  jasper/chert 

NOTE:  TRSS  =  Tongue  River  Silicified  Sediment.  Patinated  specimens  are  indicated  (pat.). 
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Table  9-  Stone  features  recorded  at 
Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey 

Native  American 
,  South  Dakota. 

site  39P023  during  the  1979  UNL  *■ 

Feature 

Maximum 

Number 

Description 

Dimensions  (m) 

1 

stone  circle 

3.60  diameter 

2 

stone  circle 

5.30  diameter 

3 

stone  circle 

4,60  diameter 

4 

stone  circle 

5.20  diameter 

5 

stone  circle 

3.50  diameter 

6 

stone  circle 

5.00  diameter 

7 

stone  circle 

4.00  diameter 

8 

stone  circle 

4.20  diameter 

10 

rock  cluster 

- 

11 

Mean  circle  dimension  (n  »  8) : 

rock  cluster 

X  =  4.43 

s  ■  0.66 

NOTE:  Dimensions  are  based  on  measurement  of  stones  visible  on  the  surface. 
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Figure  7-  Plan  map  showing  the  distribution  of  surface  materials  and  configuration  of 
stone  features  at  Native  American  site  39P024,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore,  South 
Dakota . 
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indicated  by  the  presence  of  six  chipped  stone  flakes  in  the  upper  level  (0-10  cm  S.D.)* 
of  the  single  controlled  test  which  was  excavated  directly  east  of  the  site  datum.  The 
four  stone  features  exposed  on  the  surface  (Figure  8)  include  one  large  circle  and  three 
small  circles  which  range  from  4.6  m  to  7*9  nj  in  maximum  dimension  (Table  10).  The 
three  small  circles  are  similar  in  size  to  the  features  recorded  at  site  39P023  but  are 
defined  by  multiple  rows  of  stones  which  is  in  contrast  to  the  single  rows  that  define 
most  stone  circles  recorded  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project.  Glacial  till,  ranging  from 
cobbles  to  dense  gravels,  is  exposed  around  the  margins  of  the  moderately  to  heavily 
grassed  site  area.  Site  39P024  is  not  presently  assignable  to  a  specific  cultural  period. 
Recorded  surface  features  appear  to  remain  undisturbed  and  the  site  is  not  currently 
affected  by  public  use  of  the  nearby  Whitlocks  Bay  Recreation  area. 

DATA  LIMITATIONS 

The  principal  data  category  at  each  of  the  three  sites  in  the  proposed  Little 
Cheyenne  Creek  Archeological  District  consists  of  stone  features  recorded  on  the  surface. 
Evidence  for  extensive  subsistence  remains  and  associated  subsurface  features  is  generally 
lacking.  The  greatest  potential  for  such  remains  appears  to  be  represented  at-site 
39P022.  Although  thorough  testing  has  not  been  initiated,  all  three  sites  appear  to 
contain  shallowly  buried  cultural  materials  which,  though  limited  in  quantity  and 
diversity,  include  tool  forms  at  two  sites  (39P022  and  39P023)  as  well  as  a  single  bone 
fragment  and  fire-cracked  rock  at  site  39P022.  Temporally  diagnostic  specimens  are 
particularly  limited,  given  the  absence  in  the  collected  assemblage  of  ceramics  and 
projectile  forms  on  which  most  Plains  taxonomies  are  based.  A  triangular  biface  ^4 

proximal  fragment  (^.nnotched  projectile)  and  endscraper  recovered  from  site  39P023  may 
be  indicative  of  a  Plains  Village  period  occupation.  Potential  for  recovery  of  radio- 
metrically  datable  materials  is  presently  undefined  but  could  be  expected  at  sites  • 

39P022  and  39P023,  given  the  presence  of  fire-cracked  rock. 

Except  for  a  vehicle  trail  through  site  39P024,  specific  evidence  for  surface  dis¬ 
turbance  of  the  three  sites  has  not  been  identified.  The  area  has  not  been  cultivated. 
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Table  10. 

Stone  features  recorded  at  Native  American 
Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 

site  39P024  during  the  1979  UNL  * 

Feature 

Number 

Description 

Max  imum 

Dimensions  (m) 

3 

stone  circle 

7.90  length 

k 

stone  circle 

7.30  width 

5.30  length 

5 

stone  circle 

5.00  width 

4.90  length 

6 

stone  circle 

4.00  width 

4.60  length 

Mean 

circle  dimension  (n  « 

4): 

4. 40  width 

X  -  5.68 

s  -  1.01 

NOTE:  Dimensions  are  based  on  measurement  of  stone  visible  On  the  surface. 
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ILprehistoric 
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—RELIGION 

-1400-1499 
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—LAW 

—SCIENCE 

-1SOO-1S99 
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W.  1600- 1699 
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-EDUCATION 

—MILITARY 

— SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 

_ART 

—ENGINEERING 

—MUSIC 

—THEATER 

,  -1800  1899 

—COMMERCE 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  —PHILOSOPHY 

-TRANSPORTATION 

i  -1900- 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

— INOUSTRY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—OTHER  (SPEnevi 

i* 

—INVENTION 

i  SPECIFIC  DATES  aUlLOER/ARCHITECT  pggg  2H 

I  STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 


SUMMARY  STATEMENT 

The  proposed  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  Archeological  District  offers,  in  conjunction  with 
other  selected  resources  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  significant  opportunities  for  compre¬ 
hensive  study  of  settlement  patterns  represented  by  1)  stone  feature  sites  (Study  Unit  i) 
and  2)  Native  American  Creek  valley  settlement  (Study  Unit  3).  This  is  the  northernmost 
cluster  of  stone  feature  sites  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project  and  is  one  of  two  districts 
which  are  important  for  representing  such  remains  along  the  lower  reaches  of  tributary 
stream  valleys  (also  see  Spring  Creek  District  nomination).  The  Little  Cheyenne  Creek 
District  may  also  provide  a  unique  opportunity  in  the  survey  area  to  investigate 
circular  stone  features  that  differ  in  form  from  those  normally  interpreted  as 
habitational  remains. 

DISCUSSION 

Past  research  and  culture-historical  models  for  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea  have 
focused  almost  exclusively  on  occupational  evidence  recorded  within  the  river  trench 
itself,  especially  the  abundant  late  prehistoric  villages  on  the  broad  terraces  of  the 
Missouri  River.  Native  American  settlement  within  tributary  creek  valley  contexts, 
particularly  that  associated  with  stone  feature  remains,  has  not  been  systematically 
'  investigated.  The  proposed  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  Archeological  District  is  one  of  four 
archeological  districts  selected  to  represent  major  variability  in  stone  features 
»  recorded  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  an  area  which  encompasses  a  substantial  part  of  the 
middle  segment  of  the  Missouri  River  valley.  This  sample  would  provide  a  basis  for 
initiating  much  needed  research  concerning  the  content  and  organization  of  intrasite 
and  interdistrict  characteristics  as  well  as  a  foundation  for  identifying  and  modeling 
intersite  patterning  of  key  variables  at  a  subregional  scale. 

Surface  Features.  Stone  features  partially  visible  on  the  surface  at  each  of  the 
three  sites  are  the  principal  data  sources  presently  recognized  for  the  prooosed  Little 
Cheyenne  Creek  District.  Although  the  forms  of  ail  features  in  the  district  are  not 
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clearly  discernable  from  surface  evidence,  these  features  appear  to  be  circular.  While 
most  conform  to  the  size. and  morphology  expected  for  habitational  remains  often  referred 
to  as  'tipi  rings',  others  may  represent  circular  features  of  differing  function. 

A  wide  variety  of  circular  enclosures  or  alignments  composed  of  one  or  more  courses 
of  stones  have  long  been  recognized  as  common  archeological  features  in  the  Northern, 
Northwestern  and,  to  a  limited  extent,  the  Central  Plains.  An  association  with  domestic 
structures,  such  as  tipis  or  other  types  of  relatively  mobile  habitations,  is  offered 
as  an  interpretation  for  many  circular  features  (e.g.,  Kehoe  1958,  I960),  particularly 
those  defined  by  single  courses  of  stones.  Though  individual  studies  have  yet  to  be 
adequately  integrated  on  an  interregional  basis,  many  researchers  acknowledge  t  .at 
differing  uses  are  probably  represented  by  varying  types  of  circular  forms  (e.g., 

Hoffman  1953;  Malouf  1961;  Keyser  1979).  However,  much  work  remains  to  develop 
plausible  interpretations  for  circular  stone  features  as  well  as  to  clarify  the  cultural 
context  of  such  remains  and  to  model  associated  patterns  of  settlement.  Systematic 
study  of  representative  regional  samples  is  needed.  Necessary  research  is  particularly 
lacking  in  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea.  The  stone  feature  resources  of  the  Lake  Oahe 
project  offer  a  unique  opportunity  to  initiate  comprehensive  studies  of  diverse 
character!?*. 'cs  of  site  content  and  form  as  well  as  intersite  relationships.  The 
proposed  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  District  contributes  importantly  to  the  spatial  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  selected  Lake  Oahe  sample  and  provides  examples  of  circular  stone  features 
of  possibly  differing  types.  In  addition  to  the  excellent  opportunity  for  study  of  site 
structure  afforded  by  the  presence  of  surface  features,  the  district  is  also  of 
immediate  interest  for  investigating  locational  and  structural  patterning  in  tributary 
valley  settlement,  a  previously  undefined  aspect  of  Native  American  use  of  the  Missouri 
River  environment  (see  General  Significance  Statements  for  Study  Units  1  and  3).  ’ 

a 

Subsurface  Materials.  All  three  sites  in  the  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  District  appear 
to  contain  shallowly  buried  artifactual  deposits,  on  the  basis  of  limited  preliminary 
tests.  The  presumed  transitory,  and  perhaps  short  term,  nature  of  occupation  at  stone 
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feature  sites  suggests  limited  quantities  and  diversity  of  materials  could  be  expected. 
However,  research  at  similar  sites  has  shown  that  appropriate  methods  of  systematic 
excavation  can  productively  yield  data  concerning  site  function,  subsistence,  and 
cultural  context  (e.g. ,.  Schneider  and  Treat  1974;  Flayharty  and  Morris  1979).  Prior 
subsurface  investigation  of  stone  feature  sites  is  notably  lacking  for  the  middle 
segment  of.  the  Missouri  River  valley  and  much  of  the  surrounding  vicinity.  Potentials 
for  initiating  such  work  at  nearby  sites  outside  the  Lake  Oahe  project  are  presently 
undefined,  a  factor  which  amplifies  the  current  importance  of  maintaining  the  Lake  Oahe 
sample  for  continued  research. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL  DATA 

Universal  Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  grid  coordinates  are  provided  for  major  juncture 
points  around  the  district  margin  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  district  (see 
Figure  2) . 


Boundary 

Point 

Zone 

Easting 

(m) 

Northing 

(m) 

A 

14 

400820 

4990300 

B 

14 

401590 

4990300 

C 

14 

401590 

4990050 

0 

14 

401640 

4990050 

E 

14 

401640 

4989860 

F 

14 

401530 

4989760 

G 

14 

400920 

4990100 

Universal  Tr^^sverse  Mercator  coordinates  for  individual  sites  within  the  district 
are  provided  in  Table  11. 

Verbal  Boundary  Description.  The  northwest  corner  of  the  district  (Point  A)  is  at 
the  western  edge  of  the  narrow  point  containing  site  39P024,  roughly  140  m  south  of 
(within)  the  Lake  Oahe  project  boundary.  From  Point  A,  the  district  boundary  extends 
east  across  a  small  embayment  to  intercept  the  government  boundary  (north-soutb)  near 
U.S.  Boundary  Monument  No.  L-85A  (Point  B)  and  then  proceeds  south  along  the  government 
line  (ca.  200  m)  to  U.S.  Boundary  Monument  No.  L-85  (Point  C) .  From  Point  0  which  is  on 
the  government  boundary  50  m  east  of  Point  C,  the  district  boundary  extends  south  and 
west  along  the  Lake  Shore,  recrossing  the  embayment  and  returning  to  Point  A  (see  Figure 
2).  All  portions  of  the  proposed  district  are  contained  within  current  federal  limits 
of  the  Lake  Oahe  project. 
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Table  11.  Listing  of  Universal  Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  coordinates  for  boundaries  of ^  ^ 
individual  sites  within  the  proposed  Little  Cheyenne  Creek  Archeological 
District,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore.  Potter  County,  South  Dakota. 


Site  Number 
and  Boundary  Point 

UTM  Coordinates 
Easting  (m) 

(Zone  14) 
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39P022 

A)  north ,  center 

401560 

4989930 

B)  east,  center 
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C)  south,  center 

401580 
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401540 
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A)  north,  center 
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B)  east,  center 

401590 
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C)  south,  center 
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4990090 

0)  west,  center 

401440 

4990120 

39P024 

A)  center  of  site 


400910 
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SUMMARY  DESCRIPTION 

-  * 

The  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District  contains  nine  Native  American  sites 
within  an  80  ac  (32  ha)  area.  The  district  occupies  the  northern  terrace  of  Swan  Creek, 
just  avove  the  lower  reaches  of  the  creek  valley  now  inundated  by  Lake  Oahe,  South  ^ 

Dakota  (Figures  1  and  2).  The  sites  are  debris  scatters  and  buried  deposits  composed 
of  various  lithic,  ceramic  and  faunal  remains,  four  of  which  have  been  tentatively 
attributed  to  either  Plains  Woodland  or  Plains  Village  period  occupations.  Within  the 
Lake  Oahe  vicinity,  the  Swan  Creek  District  offers  the  only  recorded  opportunity  for 
study  of  densely  clustered  sites  occupying  a  Missouri  River  tributary  valley  where  the 
creek  channel  and  associated  lower  terraces  have  not  been  inundated  by  the  reservoir. 

CONTEXT 

Field  work  providing  the  basis  for  this  nomination  was  performed  in  1979  by  the 
University  of  Nebraska  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (Falk  and 
Pepperl  n.d.).  An  intensive  pedestrian  survey  (Class  111)  was  completed  for  all  federal 
lands  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  extending  between  the  Oahe  Dam  near  Pierre, 
South  Dakota  and  the  North  Dakota  border,  a  distance  of  approximately  150  river  miles. 

A  total  of  about  32,110  ac  of  government  lands  along  602  mi  of  shoreline  is  included 
within  this  survey  area.  Native  American  resources  inventoried  as  a  result  of  the  1979 
survey  consist  of  229  sites  and  137  isolated  specimen  locations.  This  inventory  is 
rather  evenly  divided  between  sites  located  with  tributary  valleys  (41.5%)  and  those 
within  the  Missouri  River  trench  (58.5%). 

Previous  Investigations.  The  Middle  Missouri  archeological  subarea,  including  the 
Lake  Oahe  vicinity,  was  extensively  investigated  during  the  1950s  and  1960s  as  part  of 

the  salvage  efforts  carried  out  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  (River  Basin  Surveys)  , 

► 

and  others  prior  to  inundation  of  much  of  the  middle  segment  of  the  Missouri  River  valley 
by  ma instem  reservoirs  (see  e.g.,  Cooper  1949;  Cooper  and  Stevenson  1953).  The  results 
of  this  work  are  synthesized  by  Lehmer  (1971).  The  attention  of  these  preinundation 
studies  focus-J  jn  the  considerable  archeological  resources  of  the  broad  river  terraces, 
primarily  earthlodge  villages.  Although  much  of  the  resource  inventory  developed  through 
this  prior  work  occurred  near  the  confluences  of  various  tributaries  with  the  Missouri 
River,  including  the  mouth  of  Swan  Creek,  associated  creek  valleys  were  not  systematically 
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Figure  I.  General  location  of  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District  on  the 
east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  Walworth  County,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  2.  Topographic  map  showing  the  extent  and  composition  of  the  proposed  Swan  Creek 
Archeoiog ical  District,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore,  Walworth  County,  South  Dakota. 
Adapted  from  U.S.G.S.  Akaska  SW  7-5  minute  quadrangle. 
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investigated.  A  cluster  of  three  Native  American  sites  located  at  the  mouth  of  Swan  Cree  , 
roughly  3  fni  downstream  from  the  district  proposed  here,  was  investigated  during  the  period 
I95A-I956  (Hurt  1957).  This  complex,  known  as  the  LeBeau  or  Swan  Creek  site,  included  a 
multicomponent  earthlodge  village  (39WW7)  and  nearoy  burial  areas  {39WW300  and  39WW301) 
located  directly  south  of  the  village.  These  resources  are  now  inundated.  None  of  the 
sites  within  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  District  had  been  recorded  prior  to  the  1979  UNL 
investigation. 

Envi ronment.  The  Lake  Oahe  area  is  within  the  middle  segment  of  the  Missouri  River 
valley  which  cuts  through  the  glaciated  region  of  the  Missouri  Plateau  of  the  Northern 
Plains.  The  river  trench  is  a  distinctive  physiographic  feature  characterized  along  its 
upper  margins  by  steep  "breaks"  below  which  are  broad  grass  covered  terraces  and  the 
forested  river  flood  plain  (cf .  Lehmer  197Ij50“53).  The  lower  two  zones  are  now  inundatc- 
within  much  of  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea.  Major  tributary  valleys  occur  only  on  the  west 
side  of  the  trench  while  minor  drainages,  such  as  Swan  Creek,  occur  occasionally  on  the  east 
side.  The  broad,  open  Swan  Creek  valley  narrows  and  becomes  more  deeply  entrenched  where 
it  transects  the  Missouri  River  breaks  directly  west  of  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  District. 
Level  terraces  are  present  on  both  sides  of  the  current  channel  within  the  district  and 
into  the  uplands  to  the  east.  The  Lake  Oahe  embayment  extends  to  the  western  edge  of  the 
district  and  inundates  much  of  the  terrace  system  between  the  district  and  the  river 
valley  to  the  west,  a  distance  of  nearly  three  miles.  The  valley  surrounding  the 
district  is  bordered  by  hills  and  ridges  of  Pierre  Shale  which  occasionally  extend  to  the 
creek  channel.  Surface  cover  ranges  from  sparse  bunch-grass  to  dense  stands  of  mixed 
short  grasses.  Deciduous  timber  lines  the  meandering  creek  channel  which  is  bordered  by 
unstable  cutbanks  generally  about  3  m  in  height  (Figure  3). 

The  proposed  Swan  Creek  District  primarily  occupies  the  firs:  terrace  along  the 
northern  edge  of  the  creek,  ranging  from  about  16^0-1660  ft  in  elevation.  Although 
portions  of  upper  terraces  directly  north  and  south  of  the  district  may  have  been 
previously  cultivated,  areas  occupied  by  recorded  sites  appear  only  to  have  been  used  for 
grazing. 
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Figure  3.  General  photographs  of  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District.  A)  View 
facing  east  showing  the  northern  terrace  of  Swan  Creek  near  the  center  of  the 
district;  bluff  is  south  of  the  creek  (UNL  Neg.  No.  38-12).  B)  View  facing 
east  along  the  railroad  grade;  39WW19  is  on  the  right;  39WW20  and  39WW26  are  on 
the  left  (UNL  Neg.  No.  38-9). 
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BOUNDARY  JUSTIFICATION 

The  boundaries  of  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District  are  designed  to 
1)  encompass  in  entirety  the  dense  concentration  of  Native  American  resources  recorded 
along  a  limited  segment  of  the  creek  terrace,  and  2)  include  only  the  area  defined  by 
topographic  features  (primarily  the  first  terrace)  directly  associated  with  the  recorded 
cluster  of  sites.  This  area  (ca.  80  ac)  contains  in  full  the  known  or  probable  extent 
of  each  individual  site  and,  with  one  possible  exception,  is  entirely  within  the  current 
U.S.  Government  boundary  of  the  Lake  Oahe  project. 

For  research  purposes,  it  is  important  to  recognize  and  maintain  the  spatial 
integrity  of  the  entire  resource  cluster,  even  though  only  certan  sites  in  the  district 
are  expected  to  yield  further  substantia?  field  data.  That  is,  much  of  the  research 
value  of  the  proposed  district  concerns  the  opportunity  for  integrated  investigation  of 
problems  and  relationships  relevant  to  the  full  unit  rather  than  in  study  of  individual 
s  i  tes. 

Mapping  data  indicate  that  a  portion  of  one  site  (39WW21 )  in  the  proposed  district 
may  be  situated  outside  the  present  government  boundary.  However,  nearby  boundary 
monuments  could  not  be  located  during  the  1979  'nvest igat ion  and  the  placement’ of  the 
boundary  line  may  not  be  accurately  estimated  on  the  site  map  (also  see  boundary  maps 
provided  in  Item  10  of  this  nomination). 

DISTRICT  COMPOSITION 

The  proposed  Swan  .Creek  Archeological  District  is  composed  of  nine  Native  American 
sites  which  are  distributed  nearly  continuously  along  a  1.2  mi  (2.0  km)  length  of  the 
"  north  bank  of  Swan  Creek  (Table  1).  All  nine  sites  are  comprised  principally  of 
artifactual  and  ecofactual  debris  and  most  are  defined  largely  on  the  basis  of 
materials  exposed  in  the  creek  cutbank.  In  addition  to  chipped  stone,  three  sites 
include  ceramics  and,  importantly,  limited  to  extensive  vertebrate  faunal  remains  occur 
at  all  nine  sites  (Table  2).  Subsurface  features,  probably  hearths,  are  present  at 
three  sites  and,  based  on  the  occurrence  of  fire-cracked  rock  and  other  charred  materials, 
may  also  be  expected  at  five  additional  sites.  Brief  descriptions  of  individual 
resources  fol low. 


B-24o 


Table  I.  Summary  of  Native  American  sites  contained  within  the  Swan  Creek  Archeological 
District,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore,  Walworth  County,  South  Dakota. 
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Table  2.  Cultural  materials  recovered  from  Native  American  components  in  the  proposed 
Swan  Creek  Archeological  District,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore,  South  Dakota. 


Descriptive  Category  WW19  WW20  WW21  WW22  WW23  WW2A  WW26  WW27  WW28  Total 
Chipped  Stone  Tools: 

double-notched  biface  I  i 
pointed  biface.  frag.  .  ]  j 
ovoid  biface,  frag.  1  I 
rectangular  b i f ace  )  j 
biface,  segment  1  I 
bifacial  tabular  stone  ]  j 
retouched  flake  1  , 


Chipped  Stone  Debris 

17 

(7) 

4 

2 

24 

28 

1 

83 

Chipped  Stone  Cores 

0 

Ground  Stone 

3 

3 

Ceram i cs 

Al 

2 

1 

44 

Faunal  Remains 

unmodified  bone 

5279 

W 

19 

93 

487 

(X) 

27 

48 

181 

610? 

modified  bone 

2 

2 

Fire-cracked  Rock 

6 

(4) 

(X) 

(X) 

2 

5 

2 

19 

Other  Mater i a  1 s^ 

14 

(1) 

(X) 

(X) 

15 

TOTALS 

5361 

(16) 

24 

98 

489 

none 

57 

82 

184 

6311 

NOTE:  All  assemblages  represent  partial  collections  of  observed  materials;  specimens  in  bank 
exposures  (largely  unmodified  faunal  remains)  were  generally  left  in  place.  X  indi¬ 
cates  materials  present  but  not  counted;  figures  in  parentheses  represent  observed 
materials  that  were  not  collected.  Historic  debris  is  not  indicated  here. 

^Other  materials  include  shell,  charcoal,  ash,  burned  earth,  charred  corn,  and  fired  clay. 
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Si te  39WW19  is  a  buried  deposit  of  lithics,  ceramics,  and  bone  situated  at  I6A0  ft 
elevation  on  the  first  terrace  forming  the  northern  bank  (ca.  3  tn  height)  of  Swan  Creek 
(Figure  4).  The  site  appears  to  he  confined  to  an  area  of  30  x  100  m,  bordered  by  an 

abandoned  railroad  grade,  a  depressed  area,  and  the  creek  bank,  but  may  be  related  to  a 

scatter  of  surface  debris  (39WW20)  located  within  100  m  to  the  north,  across  the  area 
disturbed  by  the  railroad  grade  (Figure  5)*  Site  39WW19  is  defined  principal ly  by  sub¬ 
surface  materials,  observed  or  reported  at  depths  of  20-170  cm  below  the  present  terrace 
surface  (excluding  the  ra i 1  road  grade)  in  a  115  m  length  of  the  creek  bank  and  in  three 
controlled  tests  (Figure  6).  Surface  materials  are  virtually  absent,  consisting  only  of 
two  ground  stone  tools  recovered  near  the  base  of  the  railroad  grade.  Additionally,  a 
hearth  (Feature  1)  was  defined  in  the  upper  edge  of  the  creek  bank  (Figure  7)  at  ca.  35  cm 
S.D.,  within  the  principal  deposit  (i5"45  cm  S.O.)  of  artffactual  materials  (Table  3). 

This  feature  was  excavated  and  recovered  matrix  was  processed  in  the  laboratory,  producing 
charred  corn  in  addition  to  artifacts  and  faunal  remains.  Other  buried  features  may  be 
represented  by  lenses  of  bone  and  charcoal  noted  in  the  creek  bank  (Table  4),  but  these 
areas  were  not  excavated.  Cultural  deposits  occurring  in  the  bank  and  controlled  tests 
appear  to  be  associated  with  two  sloping  soil  horizons;  the  upper  horizon  includes 
artifactual  materials  while  the  lower  zone  is  largely  comprised  of  various  lenses  of 

charcoal  and  faunal  remains.  Ceramic  specimens  occurred  within  both  the  upper  and  lower 

horizons.  These  materials  appear  to  represent  two  separate  taxa  associated  with  the  latter 
part  of  the  Plains  Village  period,  including  the  Post-Contact  Coalescent  (ca.  A. D. 1675- 
1780)  and  Extended  Coalescent  (ca.  A.D.  1550-1675)  variants. 

Site  39WV20  is  a  surface  scatter  of  litbic  and  faunal  remains  situated  at  1640  ft  * 
elevation,  on  a  sloping  terrace  knoll,  above  a  former  meander  of  Swan  Creek,  roughly  100  m 
northwest  of  site  39ViWl9  ond  the  present  creek  channel  (Figures  3B  and  5  above).  Speci-- 
mens  exposed  along  the  eroding  edges  of  the  knoll  included  chipped  stone  flaking  debris 
(n  ■  7) >  unmodified  bone  (n  *  t) ,  shell  (n  »  1),  and  fire-cracked  rock  (n  *  4) .  These 
materials  were  mapped  (60  x  85  m  area)  but  not  collected.  Though  no  subsurface  tests  were 
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Figure  4,  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District. 

A)  General  view  toward  southeast  of  site  39WW19  and  cutbank  from  railroad 
grade;  backdirt  from  three  controlled  tests  is  visible  on  surface  (UNL  Neg. 

7-13).  B)  View  toward  west  of  cutbank  at  southeast  corner  of  site  39WW19; 
Feature  I  (hearth)  is  marked  by  flag  (UNL  Neg.  No.  24-32). 


B-244 


Him  Mo  t0-300a 
Wo«  10-74) 

UNITtD  states  department  ok  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NFS  use  ONLY 
RECEIVED 

loATE  ENTERED 


COttTQU*  iN*fl»VAi  OWf  METER 


Figure  S-  Contour  map  showing  the  distribution  of  archeological  sites  39VW19,  39WW20  and 
39WW26  within  the  central  segment  of  the  Upper  Swan  Creek  Area,  Lake  Oahe  east 
shore,  Walworth  County,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  6.  Contour  map  of  Native  American  site  39WWi9  showing  the  distribution  of  surface 
and  cutbank  proveniences,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  7.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District. 

A)  View  toward  west  of  Feature-  I  in  cutbank  at  site  39WW19  (UNL  Neg.  No. 
2k-31).  B)  View  of  south  wall  of  Test  1  (Feature  1)  at  site  39WWI9  (UNL 
Neg.  No.  7-15)  . 


HfntNo  10-300a 
Wav  10-74) 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OK  THE  INTl.RIOR 

.  '  NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NPS  use  ONLY 


IRECEIVEO 


lOATE  ENTERED 


^  CONTINUATION  SHEET 


ITEM  NUMBER  7  PAGE  14 


4  “ 

Table  3.  Summary  distribution  of  cultural  materials  recovered 

from  archeological  site  39WU19  during 

the  1979  Lake 

Oahe  East  Shore  Survey, 

South  Dakota. 

Chipped  Stone  Ground 

Bone 

Flre-Cr. 

Provenience 

Tools  Debris  stone 

Ceramics  Hod. 

Unmod. 

Hock  Other' 

Total 

Controlled  Surface 

Cat.  Mo.  9 

2 

2 

Controlled  Bank 

Cat.  No.  1 

35 

35 

Cat.  No.  2  (Sbcni  S.O.) 
Cat.  No.  3  (Feature  1) 
Cat.  No.  k  (It3cm  S.O.) 
Cat.  No.  5  (lOOcffl  S.O.) 

1 

1 

Ik 

1 

1 

tk 

1 

1 

Cat.  No.  6  (180cm  S.O.) 
Cat.  No,  7  (slump) 

Cat.  No.  8  (235cm  S.O.) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Controlled  Test  1 

Level  1  (O'ISem  S.O.) 

1 

1 

Level  2  (15-30cm  5.0.) 

5  I 

5 

m 

6  5 

k86 

Level  3  (30-k5cm  S.O.) 

10 

8 

5 

k52 

Bank  Slump 

65 

65 

Feature  1 

1 

3888 

X 

3889 

Controlled  Test  2 

Level  2  (15-30cm  S.O.) 

7 

73 

80 

Level  3  (30-liScm  S.O.) 

9 

17 

k 

30 

Level  h  (kS-bOcm  S.O.) 

17 

17 

Controlled  Test  2 

Level  S  (60-75cm  S.O.) 

1 

1 

Level  6  (7S*9acm  S.O.) 

10 

10 

Controlled  Test  3 

Level  2  (l5-3(lcm  S.O.) 

196 

>96 

Level  3  (30-k5cm  S.O.) 

1 

32 

33 

Level  <•  (Ii5-60cia  S.O.) 

1 

31 

32 

Level  5  (80>75cm  S.O.) 

k 

k 

r 

Level  6  (75~90cm  S.O.) 

_  _ 

_7 

- 

_ 8 

Total 

1  17  3 

kl  0 

5279 

6  Ik 

5361 

'lnclu4«s  shell,  firad  clay,  and  ash. 
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Table  4.  Sunmary  distribution  of  cultural  materials  exposed  in  the 
Swan  Creek  cutbank  at  site  39M19,  Walworth  County,  South 
Dakota. 


Catalog 

Nianber 

Description 

Depth 
(cm  S.D.) 

Plotted 
Locus  No. 

28 

bone  fragment  (Bison) 

^5 

1 

28 

bone  fragment 

10 

2 

28 

bone  fragments  In  gravel  bed  (bed 
extends  from  25'’47cm  S.D.) 

3 

28 

bone  fragments  In  gravel  bed  (bed 
extends  from  70-100cm  S.D.) 

85 

4 

28 

begin  charcoal /bone  tens  (2cm  thick) 

170 

5 

28 

end  charcoal/bone  lens  (2cm  thick) 

170 

6 

28 

begin  bone/charcoal  lens  (very 
sparse  scatter) 

84-90 

7 

28 

end  bone/chareoa 1  lens 

100 

8 

28 

begin  bone/charcoal  lens  (sparse 
scatter) 

60-63 

9 

28 

base  of  small  pit  with  cobble  and 
burned  clay  (kOcm  long) 

72 

10 

28 

point  where  lens  starts  to  angle 
toward  the  surface  (also  charcoal 
flecks) 

75 

11 

28 

TRSS  flake  at  base  of  lens 

54 

12 

28 

bone  fragments  at  base  of  lens 

40 

13 

28 

bone  fragments 

32 

14 

28 

bone  fragments 

36 

15 

28 

bone  fragments 

31 

16 

28 

bone  lens 

30 

17 

15 

begin  Feature  1  (hearth);  depth>35cm 
(S^cffl  at  center),  widthwSOcm 

35 

18 

15 

end  Feature  1 

40 

19 

28 

bone  fragments 

10 

20 

28 

bone  (Bison) 

43 

21 

28 

bone  (fish  7) 

70 

22 

28 

begin  gravel  cap;  bone  on  slump 
(mound  at  surface) 

23 

28 

cantor  of  gravel  cap 

0-50 

24 

28 

end  gravel  cap 

• 

25 

28 

bone  (bi  rd) 

65 

26 

28 

begin  bone/charcoal  and  burned  earth 
lens 

90 

27 

28 

2  bone  (Bison)  slightly  below  burned 
sol  1 

82 

28 

28 

bone-above  lens 

40 

29 

MOTE:  Catalog  No.  28  is  uncollected  profile  material.  Loci  Nos.  (not 
Catalog  Nos.)  are  indicated  on  the  site  map  (see  Figure  6). 
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#  ■ 

Table 

4.  Sunmary  distribution  of  cultural  materials  exposed  In  the 

Swan  Creek  cutbanic  at  site  39WWI9,  Walworth  County.  South 

Dakota  (cone  1 uded) . 

Catalog 

Depth 

Plotted 

Number 

Description 

(cm  S.O.) 

Locus  No. 

28 

2  TRSS  flakes  at  base  of  lens 

70 

30 

28 

quartzite  flake  at  base  of  lens 

66 

31 

28 

bone  fragments  (lens  is  indistinct 
between  Loci  No.  3I~32) 

72 

32 

28 

charcoal  (width^tOcm) 

91-94 

33 

28 

bone  fragments 

27 

34 

28 

bone  (head  of  femur) 

20 

35 

28 

bone 

42 

36 

28 

bone  fragments 

10 

37 

28 

bone  fragments 

21 

38 

28 

28 

bone  (bird) 

start  railroad  grade  (fill  varies  up 
to  ca.  1m  additional  depth) 

58 

39 

28 

7  bone  fragments  (Bison)  at  base 
near  center  of  possible  pit  (width" 
65cm) 

120  (top) 

40 

28 

3  large  bones  (Bison) 

150 

4l 

28 

fire'cracked  rock 

183 

42 

28 

begin  small  bone  lens  (2cm  deep) 

170 

- 

28 

Bison  horn  core 

183 

43 

28 

bison  horn  core,  segment 

195 

44 

28 

8  bone  segments 

210 

45 

28 

bone 

195 

46 

28 

begin  lense  of  ash  and  charcoal 
(5cm  wide) 

226-234 

• 

28 

end  lens  of  ash  and  charcoal 

220-226 

47 

28 

bone 

190 

m 

6 

rimsherd  (collected) 

180 

48 

28 

bison  tooth 

235 

49 

28 

k  small  bone  segments 

225 

50 

28 

3  small  bone  fragments 

230 

51 

28 

bone 

250 

52 

28 

3  bone  segments  (Bison) 

220-234 

53 

28 

bene  (Bison) 

220 

54 

28 

bone 

197 

55 

28 

bone 

235 

8 

bone;  head  of  femur  (Bison) 

(col lected) 

235 

56 

28 

bone 

267 

57 

28 

canter  of  burned  earth  lens  (60cm  w 

.)  250 

58 

7 

ceramic  bodyshard  (on  slump) 

• 

59 

NOTE:  Catalog  No.  28  Is  uncollected  profile 
Catalog  Nos.)  are  indicated  on  the  site  map 

material.  Loci 
(see  figure  6). 

Nos.  (not 
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excavated,  it  would  appear  that  shallowly  buried  cultural  materials  could  be  expected 
across  much  of  the  knoll  surface.  No  tool  forms  or  temporally  diagnostic  artifacts  were 
noted  during  the  limited  1979  Investigation  of  39WV/20. 

Site  39WW2I  is  buried  deposit  of  lithic  and  faunal  remains  exposed  in  the  northern 
cutbank  of  Swan  Creek.  Observed  materials,  including  two  buried  features,  possibly 
hearths,  are  contained  within  a  70  m  length  of  the  creek  bank  and  may  be  related  to 
similar  exposures  (39WW22  and  39WW23)  which  extend  along  the  same  terrace,  directly  to 
the  west  (Figure  8).  At  site  39WW21 ,  the  densest  part  of  the  deposit,  including  Feature  1, 
is  contained  within  a  5  rn  length  of  the  bank  exposure  below  an  abandoned  railroad  grade 
(Figure  9A) .  Here,  artifactual  materials  occurred  largely  between  60-94  cm  below  the  base 
of  the  constructed  grade  level  and  Included  a  chipped  stone  tool  (retouched  flake), 
flaking  debris,  unmodified  bone,  a  shell  fragment,  charcoal,  and  fire-cracked  rock 
(Table  5).  Other  materials  distributed  throughout  the  remaining  bank  exposure  are 
primarily  faunal  remains  of  undetermined  association  which  occur  at  a  variety  of  depths. 

A  second  burned  area  (Feature  2)  at  the  base  of  the  cutbank  near  the  eastern  edge  of  the 
site  contained  ->  evidence  of  cultural  association.  Identifiable  faunal  elements  re¬ 
covered  from  the  bank  include  dog/coyote  (n  ■  1)  and  bison  (n  ®  8) .  No  temporally 
diagnostic  artifacts  were  recovered  from  site  39WW21  during  the  1979  inspection  of  bank 
exposure.  Although  no  controlled  tests  were  excavated  into  the  limited  remnants  of 
terrace  surface  in  this  area,  remaining  portions  of  the  site  appear  to  be  confined  to  the 
area  below  the  constructed  railroad  grade. 

S i te  39WW22  is  a  buried  deposit  of  lithics,  ceramics,  and  bone  exposed  at  1640  ft 
elevation  in  the  northern  low  terrace  of  Swan  Creek.  It  is  the  central  component  of  ^ 

three  Native  American  sites  (see  39WW21  and  39W23)  which  comprise  a  nearly  continuous 
distribution  of  cultural  and  faunal  remains  recorded  along  a  350  m  length  of  the  creek 
cutbank  (Figure  8).  As  in  most  areas  of  the  district,  the  creek  bank  at  site  39WW22  is 
partially  obscured  by  bank  slump  material  and  vegetation  (Figure  10).  The  terrace 
surface,  which  is  well  sodded  and  timbered  in  some  areas,  revealed  no  cultural  evidence. 
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Figure  8.  Contour  map  showing  the  distribution  of  Native  American  sites  39WW21 ,  39WW22, 
and  39VArf23,  within  the  western  segment  of  the  Upper  Swan  Creek  Area,  Lake 
Oahe  east  shore,  Walworth  County,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  9.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District. 

A)  View  facing  west  of  site  39WW21  (western  area)  in^cutbank  beiow  railroad 
grade  (UNL  Neg.  No.  38-26).  8)  View  facing  northeast  from  39WW22  toward 

eastern  area  of  39WW21  in  background  (UNL  Neg.  No.  38-27). 
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Table  3.  Stwmary  distribution  of  cultural  materials  exposed  in  the 
Swan  Creek  cutbank  at  site  3SWW2i,  Walworth  County,  South 
Dakota. 


Catalog 

Number  Description 

Depth 
(cm  S.D.) 

s 

Plotted 
Locus  No. 

10 

2  bone  fragnMnts  (bank  shaved) 

slimp 

1 

10 

8  bone  fragments  (bank  shaved) 

slump 

2 

1 

flake  at  bank  edge  (collected) 

surface 

3 

10 

large  rib  segment  (bank  shaved,  no 
further  material) 

IkO 

k 

10 

f i re-cracked  rock  at  bank  edge 

surface 

5 

10 

bone  fragment  (in  railroad  grade  fill) 

36 

6 

10 

bone  fragment  (bank  shaved) 

250 

7 

10 

burned  earth  and  charcoal  (nonculturaU, 
fired  area)  feature  extended  8cm  into 
bank  (at  220cm  below  railroad  fill) 

2k0 

8 

to 

small  rib  segment 

78 

9 

2 

F1-,  small  basin-shaped  feature  (90cm 
wide:  at  east  end  of  concentrated 
lense  of  bone) 

1  flake  and  bone  fragments  (72cm 
below  rai Iroad  fill) 
bottom  of  charcoal  (9kcm  below 
rai Iroad  fill) 

138  (top) 

137 

170 

10 

3 

C-lk  sample  collected  from  F1 

• 

10 

k 

2  flakes,  bone  fragments  and  charcoal 

138 

11 

5 

west  and  of  concentrated  level;  flake, 
bone,  charcoal  (72cm  below  railroad 
fill) 

180 

12 

6 

shell  fragment,  bone,  charcoal  (19cm 
west  of  loci  no.  11;  60cm  below 
rai Iroad  fill) 

167 

13 

k 

bone  (articulated),  charcoal  (72cm 
below  rai Iroad  fill) 

170 

Ik 

7 

bone  (80cm  east  of  loci  no.  II;  71cm 
below  rai Iroad  fill] 

153 

15 

a 

flake  fragment,  bone  fragment,  fire- 
cracked  rock,  charcoal  (127cm  east  of 
loci  no.'ll;  6kcm  below  railroad  fill) 

139 

16 

3 

bone  (kOcm  west  of  loci  no.  10;  63cffl 
below  rai Iroad  fill) 

135 

17 

NOTE:  Catalo9  No.  10  is  uncollected  profile  material.  Loci  Nos. 

(not  Catalog  Nos.)  are  indicated  on  the  site  map  (see  Figure  8). 
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However,  the  results  of  two  controlled  tests  and  inspection  of  accessible  bank  profiles 
indicate  that  the  principal  deposit  occurs  between  0-50  cm  S.D.  along  a  135  m  segment  of 
the  creek.  All  artifacts  occurred  within  this  upper  zone.  Additionally,  vertebrate 
faunal  remains  are  distributed  throughout  the  bank  exposure,  extending  to  90  cm  S.D. 

(Table  6)  and  possibly  form  a  second  distinct  zone  at  73"90  cm  S.D.  Artifacts 
recovered  from  the  creek  bank,  largely  from  the  slump  face,  include  a  chipped  stone  too! 
(pointed  biface  fragment),  two  cord- roughened  ceramic  fragments,  and  two* bone  tools  (one 
resembles  an  "ice  glider"  form)  which  occurred  at  20  and  28  cm  S.D.  A  chipped  stone 
flake  was  also  recorded  (30  cm  S.D.)  but  not  recovered.  Additionally,  fire-cracked 
rock  was  noted  above  25  cm  S.D.  Faunal  remains  largely  consist  of  bison  elements. 

Virtually  all  of  these  specimens  were  left  in  place.  Other  than  lenses  of  bone,  no 
subsurface  features  were  identified  in  the  bank  face.  The  two  ceramic  specimens  provide 
the  only  present  basis  for  temporal  assessment  of  site  39WW22  but  are  of  limited  use  for 
taxonomic  classification.  Although  paste  and  surface  treatment  are  comparable  to  some 
materials  recovered  from  Initial  Middle  Missouri  sites  (e.g.,  Caldwell  and  Jensen  1969) 
as  well  as  sites  in  southeastern  North  Dakota  (Wood  1963;  Good  et  al .  1977),  these 
specimens  are  not  clearly  attributable  to  recognized  types  but  may  represent  an  atypical 
ware  of  Plains  Woodland  origins  (Johnson  n.d.).  These  specimens  may  be  related  to  similar 
materials  recovered  at  other  sites  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  within  the  Spring  Creek 
valley  to  the  north  (see  proposed  West  Pollock  District,  sites  39CA15  and  39CA106;  and  also 
site  39CA1 13). 

Site  39WW23  is  the  westernmost  of  three  adjacent  sites  (also  see  39WW21  and  39WW22) 
which  are  exposed  at  1640  ft  elevation,  along  a  350  m  segment  of  the  northern  low  terrace 
of  Swan  Creek  (Figures  8  and  lOB  above).  The  site  consists  of  a  buried  deposit  of  lithic 
and  bone  debris  distributed  along  a  40  m  segment  of  the  creek  bank.  Two  buried  features, 
possibly  hearths,  were  identified  at  the  eastern  (Feature  1)  and  western  extremes 
(Feature  2)  of  the  recorded  bank  exposure,  at  120-130  cm  and  130  cm  S.D.,  respectively. 
Between  these  features,  observed  materials,  primarily  bone  debris  (Table  7)  occurred, 
for  the  most  part,  within  two  levels;  the  upper  zone  (ca.  23"55  cm  S.D.)  consisted 
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Table  6.  Sumnary  distribution  of  cultural  materials  exposed  in  the 
Swan  Creek  cutbank  at  site  3SWW22,  Walworth  County,  South 
Dakota. 


Catalog 

Nkanber 

Description 

Depth  Plotted 

(cm  S.O.)  Locus  Mo. 

15 

bone  lens  (1  meter  long) 

5*10  (center) 

1 

15 

2  bone  segments 

25 

2 

15 

bone  (Bison)  on  bank  slump 

HO 

3 

15 

bone  (Bison) 

0-5 

H 

15 

Bison  skull  (crushed)  and  vertebrae 

23-50 

5 

15 

hone  lens  (1.8  meter  long) 

5-8  (center) 

6 

15 

bone 

25 

7 

15 

3  bones 

0-10 

8 

15 

5  bones  (Bison) 

35 

9 

15 

li  bone  fragments 

12 

10 

15 

bone 

10 

11 

IS 

bone  lens  (Bison)  (0.75  meters  long) 

57-63 

12 

IS 

3  bone  fragments 

0-15 

13 

15 

bone 

surface 

\H 

15 

bone 

55 

16 

15 

bone 

0-15 

15 

IS 

bone  (Bison)  on  bank  stunp 

- 

15 

15 

bone  fragments  (and  on  slump) 

18 

16 

15 

bone  fragments 

18 

17 

2 

bone  tool  and  bone  fragment 

28 

18 

15 

fire-cracked  rock 

15 

19 

15 

articulated  Bison  vertebrae  (35cm  long) 

73-80 

20 

IS 

5  Bison  ribs  and  fire-cracked  rock  (I) 

0-25 

21 

IS 

bone  fragments 

0-30 

22 

IS 

bone  (Bison)  on  slump  bank 

- 

23 

15 

3  bone  fragments 

0-20 

26 

15 

cnalcedciny  flake  (slumping) 

30 

25 

IS 

fish  bone  concentration 

30 

26 

15 

bone  (and  on  slump  bank) 

8 

27 

15 

3  bone  fragments 

0-25 

28 

15 

bone 

20 

29 

15 

bone 

Ho 

30 

IS 

bone 

65 

31 

15 

bone  (Bison)  In  slump  bank 

90 

32 

15 

bone  in  slump  bank 

90 

33 

15 

bone  in  sliaep  bank 

50 

36 

IS 

bone  in  sitsnp  bank 

30 

35 

15 

bone 

12 

36 

15 

bone 

18 

37 

3 

chipped  stone  tool  (bIface) 

slunp 

38 

It 

2  ceramic  fragments 

slisnp 

39 

15 

bone  fragment 

'  20 

60 

15 

bone  fragment 

surface 

61 

NOTE:  Catalog  No.  15  is  uncollected  profile  material.  Loci  Nos. 
(not  Catalog  Nos.)  are  indicated  on  the  site  map  (sec  Figure  8). 
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Table  7.  Summary  distribution  of  cultural  materials  exposed  in  the 
Swan  Creek  cutbanlc  at  site  39WW25i  Walworth  County,  South 
Dakota. 


Catalog 

Number 

Description 

Depth 
(cm  S.D.) 

Plotted 
Locus  No. 

1,2,3 

begin  bone  lense  (with  some  charcoal 
and  burned  earth)  lOcm  thick 

105  (center) 

1 

4 

igneous  cobble  associated  with  bone 
lense 

146 

2 

4 

bone  in  bank  above  bone  lense 

100 

3 

4 

end  of  bone  lense 

155 

4 

4 

bone  in  bank 

170 

5 

4 

bone  in  slump 

- 

6 

4 

bone  in  slump 

- 

7 

4 

bone  in  slump 

- 

8 

4 

bone  i n  bank 

23 

9 

4 

bone  in  bank 

25 

10 

4 

bone  i n  bank 

110 

11 

4 

bone  in  slump 

- 

12 

4 

bone  i n  bank 

55 

13 

4 

bone  in  erosion  gully  (2  meters  from 
bank) 

surface 

14 

4 

Feature  1;  small  shallow  basin~shaped 
(?)  lense  of  burned  earth  (60cm  wide 
by  8-10cm  thick)  in  bank  slunp 

130 

(slump) 

FI 

NOTE:  Catalog  No.  A  is  uncollected  profile  material.  Loci  Nos.  (not 
«  Catalog  Nos.)  are  indicated  on  the  site  map  (see  Figure  8). 


FOR  NPS  USE  ONLY 
RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 


7  page  24 


B-258 


N>h«N«  10-300* 

Mwr  10-74) 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  Oh  THE  INTERIOR 
'  NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NPS  use  ONLY 
RECEIVED 
DATE  ENTERED 


« 

CONTINUATION  SHEET  ITEM  NUMBER  7  PAGE  25 

solely  of  vertebrate  faunal  remains  while  the  principal  deposit  (as  defined  in  a  controlled 
profile)  included  both  cultural  and  faunal  specimens  within  a  lower  zone  (ca.  105“170  cm 
S.D.)  which  contained  a  distinctive  lens  of  materials  at  120-155  cm  S.D.  All  artifacts 
were  recovered  through  processing  of  soil  samples  obtained  from  the  controlled  profile; 
no  specimens  were  noted  on  the  terrace  surface  or  in  the  face  of  the  creek  bank.  Two 
chipped  stone  flakes  were  present  in  a  soil  sample  recovered  from  130-155  cm  S.D,  where 
the  principal  bone  lens  was  defined.  Samples  from  this  lens  also  contained  charcoal, 

487  fragments  of  bone  debris,  and  snail  shells.  Charcoal  recovered  from  these  soil 
samples  through  flotation  processing  was  submitted  for  radiometric  analysis,  but  due  to 
the  small  size  of  the  carbon  sample  (UGa-3351),  produced  a  radiocarbon  age  (325  ±  825 
B.P.)  of  limited  reliability.  Although  this  uncorrected  date  (ca.  A.D.  1625  i  825) 
suggests  a  relatively  late  occupation  at  39WW23,  no  chronologically  diagnostic  artifacts 
were  recovered  for  further  assessment. 

Site  39WW24  is  a  buried  deposit  of  vertebrate  faunal  remains  exposed  in  the  northern 
low  terrace  of  Swan  Creek,  near  the  tip  of  the  Lake  Oahe  embayment  of  the  creek  channel. 

The  observed  bone  bed,  which  appears  to  consist  primarily  of  bison  remains,  is  located 
at  and  below  60  cm  S.O.,  along  a  50  m  length  of  the  creek  bank,  just  above  the  present 
water  level.  The  terrace  surface  is  completely  obscured  by  dense  weeds  and  some  timber. 
Systematic  investigation  of  the  bank,  much  of  which  is  covered  by  slumped  earth  and 
weeds,  was  hindered  by  high  water  during  the  1979  survey  and,  consequently,  possible 
cultural  associations  of  the  deposit  remain  undetermined.  However,  site  39WW24  is  of 
interest  here  in  that  it  marks  the  western  limit  of  the  extensive  distribution  of  faunal 
remains  noted  in  the  northern  .cutbank  of  Swan  Creek  and  may  be  related  to  similar 
deposits,  largely  bison  remains,  which  were  recorded  at  comparable  depths  at  Native 
American  sites  39WW21 ,  39WW22,  and  39WW23,  extending  between  270-600  m  east  of  this 
locat ion. 

Site  39WW26  consists  of  lithlc,  ceramic,  and  bone  materials  exposed  in  eroded  areas 
on  the  surface  of  the  northern  low  terrace  of  Swan  Creek,  directly  north  of  a  former 
meander  and  roughly  30  m  north  of  the  present  creek  channel  (Figure  5.  above). 


B-259 


tamNa  10-300* 

IN#*  10-74»  . 

UNITtDSTATtS  DtPARTMtNT  Oh  THb  INTliRIOR 
'  .  ■  NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


'  CONTINUATION  SHEET  ITEM  NUMBER  7  PAGE  26 

Surface  debris  at  39WW26  is  scattered  within  an  area  of  21  x  160  m,  primarily  along  the 
southern  edge  of  the  terrace  (Figure  11),  and  suggests  the  presence  of  a  shallowly 
buried  cultural  deposit.  Unmodified  bone  and  historic  debris  were  recovered  at  0-20  cm 
S.D.  in  the  single  controlled  test  at  this  site.  The  collected  Native  American 
assemblage  consists  of  three  chipped  stone  tools  (an  ovoid  biface  fragment,  rectangular 
biface,  and  a  biface  segment),  flaking  debris  (n  *  2k),  a  single  ceramic  bodysherd, 
unmodified  bone  (n  »  27),  and  two  fragments  of  fire-cracked  rock  (Table  8).  The  single 
smoothed  bodysherd  provides  little  basis  for  taxonomic  assessment  but  is  suggestive  of 
a  Plains  Village  period  occupation.  Historic  remains  at  site  39WW26  (possibly  including 
a  slight  surface  depression  and  associated  stone  scatter)  appears  to  be  of  early  20th 
century  origins  and  are  not  presently  considered  to  contribute  to  the  research  importance 
of  the  site. 

Site  39WW27  is  at  the  easternmost  edge  of  the  proposed  district  and  is  the  only  site 
which  occurs  on  the  upper  creek  terrace  (1660  ft  elevation).  This  site  includes  both 
Native  American  and  Euroamerican  components.  The  Native  American  component  is  of 
interest  to  the  research  potentials  of  the  district  and  is  comprised  of  lithic  and  bone 
debris  exposed  primarily  on  eroded  surfaces  within  a  62  x  88  m  area  (Figures  12  and  13). 
Although  virtually  all  of  the  collected  assemblage  was  recovered  from  the  surface, 
limited  evidence  for  a  shallowly  burled  deposit  (0-20  cm  S.D.)  was  identified  in  a 
controlled  test  near  the  principal  surface  distribution  (Table  9).  Chipped  stone 
specimens  are  constructed  of  both  local  and  nonlocal  materials  and  include  a  bifacial ly 
retouched  segment  of  plate  ghalcedony  (Cat.  No.  3).  three  non-tool  cores  (jasper/chert 
and  Flattop  chalcedony),  and  flaking  debris  (n  ■  28).  Other  surface  remains  attributed 
to  the  Native  American  component  consist  of  unmodified  vertebrate  faunal  remains  (n  ■  AS), 
four  of  which  are  identifiable  as  bison,  and  five  pieces  of  fire-cracked  rock. 

Temprally  diagnostic  specimens  were  not  identified. 
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Figure  11.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District. 

A)  General  view  facing  west  of  site  39WW26  on  terrace  point  in  center;  taken 
from  railroad  grade  east  of  39WW27  (UNL  Neg.  No.  38-2).  B)  View  facing  west 
of  terrace  edge  at  site  39WW26;  individual  is  at  area  of  principal  debris 
scatter  (UNL  Neg.  No.  38-3). 


B-261 


f«Mn  N*  lO'SOO* 

IIU«  10-741 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OE  THE  INTERIOR 
.  NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


Figure  12.  Contour  map  showing  the  distribution  of  archeological  sites  39WW27  and 
39VW28,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore,  Walworth  County,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  13-  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District. 

A)  View  facing  north  of  the  principal  area  of  debris  scatter  at  site 
39WW27  (UNL  Neg.  No,  38-5).  B)  View  facing  south  toward  the  lower  terrace 
from  the  southern  edge  of  the  upper  terrace  at  site  39WW27  (UNL  Neg.  No.  38-0). 
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Table  9-  Summary  distribution  of  cultural  materials  recovered  from  archeological  site 
39WW27  during  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Proven i ence 

Chipped  Stone 
Tools  Debris 

Unmod . 
Bone 

F 1  re-cracked 
Rock 

H i stor ic 
Debr i s 

Tota  1 

General  Surface 

Cat.  No.  10 

7 

30 

30 

Con t rolled  Su rf ace 

Cat.  No.  1 

13 

13 

Cat.  No.  2 

1 

1 

Cat.  No.  3 

1 

1 

Cat.  No.  4 

1 

1 

2 

Cat.  No,  5 

1 

1 

Cat.  No.  6 

1 

1 

Cat.  No.  7 

3 

3 

Cat.  No.  8 

1 

1 

Cat,  No.  9 

1 

1 

Cat.  No.  11 

19 

1 

20 

Cat.  No.  12 

1 

23 

5 

8 

37 

Control  led  Test  1 

Level  1 :  0-10  cm 

1 

1 

Level  2:  10-20  cm 

1 

1 

Total s 

1  28 

48 

5 

38 

120 

NOTE: 


w  w  I  I  aw  w  ^  I  ' 

Figure  12) 
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S i te  39WW28  is  the  easternmost  Native  American  site  in  the  proposed  district 
located  on  the  low  terrace  of  Swan  Creek  (1640  ft  elevation).  This  site  consists  of 
lithic  and  bone  debris  scattered  on  erosional  surfaces  of  a  knoll  directly  above  the 
present  creek  channel  (Figure  14).  A  former  meander  channel  encircles  the  knoll, 
passing  below  the  upper  terrace  occupied  by  site  39WW27  directly  to  the  east  (Figure  12 
above).  Surface  materials  were  recovered  from  two  eroded  areas  near  the  base  of  the 
knoll  and  included  a  chipped  stone  flake,  fire-cracked  rock  (n  »  2) ,  and  unmodified 
vertebrate  faunal  remains  (n  =  109).  Additional  bone  (n  ■  72)  was  recovered  from  a 
controlled  profile  in  the  creek  bank  below  the  knoll.  Eleven  faunal  specimens  from 
surface  and  subsurface  contexts  were  identifiable  and  included  antelope  (n  =»  2)  and 
bison  (n  =  9)  elements.  Although  no  artifacts  were  identified  in  the  creek  bank,  bone 
and  charcoal  were  noted  between  28-250  cm  S.D.  along  the  entire  cutbank  which  truncates 
the  terrace  segment  between  the  meander  channels  (Table  10). 

DATA  LIMITATIONS 

The  principal  data  recovery  category  of  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  District  is  repre¬ 
sented  by  buried  vertebrate  faunal  remains  which  are  distributed  nearly  continuously 
along  a  1.2  mi  (2.0  km)  segment  of  the  northern  creek  terrace  and  are  associated  with 
varying  quantities  of  artifacts  and  other  cultural  evidence  at  eight  of  the  nine  sites 
comprising  the  district.  Systematic  investigation  of  questions  concerning  subsistence 
related  factors  and  past  environmental  conditions  should  be  possible  throughout  the 
district  on  the  basis  of  site-specific  remains  as  well  as  terrace  deposits  occurring 
between  recorded  sites.  The  extent  of  controlled  recovery  that  can  be  accomplished  at 
particular  locations  along  the  terrace  will  be  limited  by  continuing  erosion  of  the 
creek  cutbank  and  by  the  abandoned  railroad  grade  which  may  have  covered  or  disturbed 
certain  portions  of  some  sites.  The  quantity  and  diversity  of  associated  artifacts 
appears  to  be  limited  at  most  sites  and  temporally  diagnostic  specimens  are  notably 
lacking  in  the  collections  obtained  through  the  limited  investigation  completed  during 
the  1979  UNL  survey.  However,  recovery  of  radiometr ical ly  datable  materials  (primarily 
bone  and  wood  charcoal)  appears  to  be  possible  throughout  the  district.  Presently,  the 
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Figure  14.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District. 

A)  View  toward  southeast  showing  erosional  cut  (Cat.  Nos.  4-6)  near  the 

base  of  the  knoll  at  site  39WW28;  transit  is  at  site  datum  (UNL  Neg.  No.  38-6). 

B)  View  toward  west  showing  creek  cutbank  at  southern  edge  of  knoll  at  site 
39WW28  (UNL  Neg.  No.  38-8). 
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Table  10.  Summary  distribution  of  cultural  materials  exposed  in  the 
Swan  Creek  cutbank  at  site  39WU28,  Walworth  County,  South 
Dakota. 
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Catalog 

Number  Description 

Depth 
(cm  S.D.) 

Plotted 
Locus  No. 

20 

bone  in  slump  bank  at  3.1  meters  west 
of  Loci  No.  1  (slump  A) 

- 

- 

7 

bone  segments 

48  and  80 

i 

8 

bone  segments 

50  and  70 

2 

9 

bone  segments 

44  and  52 

3 

21 

bone  in  slump  bank  at  1.9  meters  east 
of  Loci  No.  3  (slump  6} 

46 

22 

charcoal  at  1.9  meters  east  of  Loci 

No.  3 

186 

‘ 

23 

bone  at  3«56  meters  east  of  Loci  No.  3 

64 

- 

10 

bone  i n  bank 

66 

4 

11 

bone  i n  bank 

70  and  88 

5 

12 

bone 

75 

6 

13 

she!  1 

78 

7 

14 

bone 

90 

7 

15 

bone 

67 

8 

24 

bone  in  slump  bank  at  14.65  meters  east 
of  Loci  No.  8  (slump  Cj 

60-250 

• 

16 

charcoal 

4l 

9 

17 

charcoal  at  0.5  meters  west  of  Loci 

No.  9 

28 

18 

bone  i n  bank 

150 

10 

NOTE:  Catalog  Nos.  are  indicated  on  the  site  map  (see  Figure  12). 
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area  is  not  being  adversely  affected  by  agriculture  (primarily  grazing)  or  by  use  of  Lake 
Oahe.  In  fact,  the  area  does  not  appear  to  be  subject  to  public  use  and  is  currently- 
unaffected  by  the  nearby  Swan  Creek  Recreation  Area.  In  general,  the  integrity  of  the 
remaining  area  of  individual  sites  in  the  district  is  most  directly  threatened  by  active 
degradation  of  the  terrace  by  the  current  channel  of  Swan  Creek,  suggesting  that  develop¬ 
ment  of  mitigative  or  protective  procedures  is  a  consideration  of  immediate  importance. 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 
SUMMARY  STATEMENT 

The  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District  offers,  in  conjunction  with  four  other_  , 
districts  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  significant  opportunities  for  studying  comprehensive 
patterns  of  Native  American  settiement  within  tributary  creek  valleys  (Study  Unit  3),  an 
aspect  of  Middle  Missouri  preh i story  wh ich  has  not  received  prior  systematic  attention. 
Specifically,  the  Swan  Creek  District  provides  the  only  example  in  the  study  area  of  exten¬ 
sive  deposits  of  culturally  associated  faunal  remains  suitable  for  development  of  much-needed 
subsistence  and  procurement  studies.  Further,  the  district  is  a  source  of  nonvillage  remains 
of  the  late  Plains  Village  period  and  of  an  undefined  Woodland  period  unit  for  which  few 
representatives  remain  accessible  to  investigation  in  the  study  area  (also  see  the  Little 
Bend  and  West  Pollock  District  nominations). 


DISCUSSION 

In  general,  the  re«!earch  importance  of  the  sample  of  Lake  Oahe  resources  selected  for 
Nat ional Reg i ster  protection  is  in  collectively  contributing  represen tat i ve  data  recovery 
opportunities  necessary  for  1)  building  upon  problems  and  directions  pursued  in  the  past, 

2)  expanding  present  conceptualizations  and  models  of  regional  prehistory,  or  3)  enabling 
new  directions  to  be  initiated  for  which  specific  problems  may  not  yet  be  formulated.  The 
proposed  Swan  Creek  District  is  one  of  five  clusters  of  creek  valley  sites  which  provide  a 
much-needed  opportunity  for  expanding  the  range  of  site  types  and  contexts  on  which  present 
knowledge  of  regional  settlement  variability  is  based,  and,  further,  for  broadening  the 
scope  and  intent  of  such  knowledge  through  application  of  contemporary  research  interests 
and  refined  field  methodologies.  Past  research  in  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea  has  focused 
almost  exclusively  on  the  development  of  cul tural-h i stor ical  models  based  principally  on 
occupational  evidence  recorded  within  the  river  tench  itself,  especially  the  abundant  late 
prehistoric  villages  on  the  broad  terraces  of  the  Missouri  River.  Native  American 
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^  settlement  within  tributary  creek  valley  contexts,  particularly  that  associated  with  non¬ 
village  components,  has  not  been  systematically  investigated.  In  addition  to  contributing 
toward  resolution  of  this  lack  of  repre  entativeness  in  prior  investigations  (a  bias 
which  resulted,  in  large  part,  from  the  necessities  of  the  salvage  conditions  under  which 
much  past  work  was  conducted),  the  Swan  Creek  District  also  enables  certain  contemporary 
research  interests  to  be  pursued  which  require  controlled  recovery  of  ecofactual  materials, 
a  category  of  data  not  generally  obtainable  from  the  results  of  previous  excavations  in 
the  study  region.  Most  importantly,  the  extensive  distribution  of  buried  vertebrate 
faunal  remains  associated  with  the  Swan  Creek  sites  affords  an  opportunity  unique  to  the 
project  area  for  employing  contemporary  zooa rcheo 1 og i ca 1  techniques  and  problem- 
orientations  to  address  long-standing  substantive  and  methodological  issues  regarding 
regional  availability  and  use  of  faunal  resources  (cf.  Falk  1977).  Such  work  would 
assist  in  evaluating  currently  untested  assumptions  concerning  the  role  of  subsistence- 
related  factors  in  Middle  Missouri  settlement  strategies  through  comparison  with 
similarly  controlled  data  that  could  be  derived  from  other  contexts  (e.g.,  village  sites) 
in  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  as  well  as  in  developing  new  directions  for  research  involving 
intersite  comparisons  on  a  regional  scale.  Finally,  it  may  be  possible  to  procfuct ively 
address  cul tural -h i stor ica 1  issues  through  investigation  of  certain  Swan  Creek  sites. 

At  least  three  archeological  taxa  are  apparently  represented,  two  of  which  are  late 
prehistoric  components  that  may  have  relationships  to  a  variety  of  sites  distributed 
throughout  the  project,  primarily  within  the  river  trench  (e.g..  Little  Bend  District). 

-»  Although  more  tentatively  identified,  the  third  is  probably  a  Woodland  period  unit  that 
may  be  related  to  complexes  defined  in  Minnesota  (e.g.,  Birk  1979)  and  Alberta,  Canada 
(e.g.,  Byrne  1973),  but  has  no  defined  relationships  within  the  study  area  and  is  less. 

*  widely  represented  within  the  Lake  Oahe  project  (e.g.,  West  Pollock  District). 

Particular  potentials  for  recovery  of  field  data  relevant  to  each  of  the  above  areas  of 
significance  involve  both  intact  buried  deposits  throughout  the  Mstrict  and  spatial 
relationships  among  the  individual  components  of  this  comprehensive  unit. 
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Subsurface  Deposits.  The  content  and  extent  of  five  sites  in  the  district  are  defined 
primarily  on  the  basis  of  deposits  exposed  in  the  creek  cutbank.  At  these  sites,  materials 
are  distributed  at  a  variety  of  depths  and  may  involve  at  least  two  separate  cultural 
levels  which  may  be  correlated  between  individual  sites.  In  addition  to  artifactual  and 
ecofactual  materials,  mostly  unmodified  bone,  these  deposits  also  contain  evidence  for 
features  such  as  hearths  and  lenses  of  bone.  Studies  requiring  information  about  site 
structure  and  function  should  be  possible  and  recovery  of  materials  for  radiometric  dating 
can  be  expected  as  well. 

Spatial  Distributions.  An  advantage  of  collective  research  units,  such  as  the  Swan 
Creek  District,  is  the  potential  for  investigation  of  intersite  relationships  at  a  local 
scale.  In  addition  to  cultural  and  temporal  relationships,  it  may  be  possible  to  address 
structural  or  functional  associations  between  spatially  related  locations.  Eight  of  the 
nine  district  sites  are  grouped  in  three  clusters.  Potentials  for  relationships  within 
and  between  these  groupings  provide  added  research  interest. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL  DATA 

Universal  transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  grid  coordinates  are  provided  for  major  juncture* 
points  around  the  district  margin  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  tne  district  and 
proceeding  clockwise  (see  Figure  2). 
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Boundary 

Point 

FecTeral 

Monument  No. 

Zone 

Easting 

(m) 

Northing 

(m) 

A 

N-62 

14 

402840 

5017780 

B 

N-70 

14 

403820 

5018140 

C 

N-71 

14 

404490 

5018140 

0 

N-72 

14 

404490 

5017930 

E 

creek  bank,  ca. 

300  m  southwest 
of  N-62 

14 

402730 

5017560 

The  estimated  relation  of  U.S.  Government  Boundary  Monuments  to  the  mapping  datum  at 
each  site  is  illustrated  In  Figures  15  and  16.  District  boundary  points  listed  above 
are  also  indicated.  Universal  transverse  Mercator  coordinates  for  individual  sites 
within  the  district  are  provided  in  Table  11. 

Verbal  Boundary  Description.  The  northwest  corner  of  the  proposed  Swan  Creek 
District  (Point  A)  is  at  U.S.  Government  Monument  No.  N-62  on  the  federal  boundary  of 
the  Lake  Oahe  project,  and  is  roughly  300  m  north  of  the  present  channel  of  Swan  Creek 
(Figure  15).  Proceeding  clockwise,  the  northern  margin  of  the  district  follows  the 
federal  boundary  to  Monument  No.  N-71  (Point  C)  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  district 
(Figure  16).  The  eastern  margin  is  the  federal  boundary  between  Points  C  and  D.  From 
Point  D  (Monument  No.  N-72) ,  the  district  margin  crosses  Swan  Creek  and  follows  the  » 

southern  cutbank,  recrossing  the  present  channel  to  Point  E  on  the  north  terrace,  just 
west  of  site  39WW24  (Figure  2),  where  it  returns  to  Point  A. 
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Figure  16.  Plan  map  showing  key  district  boundary  points  in  relation  to  the  federal 
boundary  line,  Swan  Creek,  and  mapping  datums  for  individual  sites. 
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Table  II.  Listing  of  Universal  Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  coordinates  for  boundaries  of 
individual  sites  within  the  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District,  Lake 
Oahe  east  shore,  Walworth  County,  South  Dakota. 


Site  Number 


and  Boundary  Point 

Easting  (m) 

Northing 

39WW19 

A)  center  of  site 

403925 

5017890 

39WW20 

A)  center  of  site 

403890 

5017970 

39WW2I 

A)  center  of  site 

4034 iO 

5017740 

39WW22 

A)  center  of  site 

403320 

5017690 

39WW23 

A)  center  of  site 

403159 

5017645 

39WW24 
a)  west  end 

402780 

5017600 

B)  east  end 

402860 

5017620 

39WW26 

a)  center  of  site 

403985 

5018020 

39WW27 

A)  center  of  site 

404365 

501 8035 

39WW28 

A)  center  of  site 


404265 


5017950 
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1.  Name 


historic 


Joliet  Bridqe  and  Iron  Company  Bridge  (39WW79) 


and/or  common  Swan  Creek  Bridge 


2.  Location 


street  &  number  n/a 


.  not  for  publication 


city,  town 


Akaska 


South  Dakota  0A6 


vicinity  of .  eongresslonal  district  2 


county 


3.  Classification 


Catepery 

_ district 

_ buildlng(s) 

-X.  structure 

_ site 

_ object 


Ownership 

X  pubiic 

_ private 

_ both 

Public  Acquisition 

_ in  process 

_ being  considered 


Status 

X  occupied 

_ unoccupied 

_ work  in  progress 

Acceesibie 

_ yes:  restricted 

X  yes:  unrestricted 


Walworth 


Present  Use 

_ agriculture 

_ commercial 

_ educational 

_ entertainment 

_ government 

_ industrial 

_ military 


4.  Owner  of  Property 


me  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District 


street  &  number  1612  U.S.  Post  Office  and  Courthouse 


_ museum 

_ pars 

_ private  residence 

_ religious 

_ scientific 

JL  transportation 
_ other; 


city,  town 


Omaha 


.  vicinity  of 


state  Nebraska 


5.  Location  of  Legal  Description 


courthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc.  Walworth  County  Courthouse 


'  set  &  number  n/a 


city,  town 


Shelby 


state  South  Dakota 


6.  Representation  In  Existing  Surveys 


title  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey 


has  this  property  been  determined  elegible?  _ yes  _ 


federal  _ state 


county 


depository  for  survey  records  University  of  Nebraska,  Division  of  Archeological  Research 


city,  town 


Lincoln 


state  Nebraska 


7.  Description 

Condition 

Chock  one 

Chock  one 

^  excoilent 

_ deteriorated 

X  unaltered 

_ L  original  site 

good 

ruins 

altered 

mowMi  rfattt 

_ fair 

_ unexposed 

0«serib«  tlM  pr«s«nt  and  original  (if  known)  physical  appoaraneo 


The  Joliet  Bridge  and  Iron  Company  bridge  {39WW79)  across  Swan  Creek  in  west- 
ern  Walworth  County  (Figure  1)  was  fabricated  in  1907*  Its  placement  across  Swan 
Creek  serves  a  remote  farm-ranch  vehicular  roadway  (Figure  2). 

The  bridge  is  composed  of  three  spans  measuring  25m  in  length  (Figure  3).  The 
two  major  spans  are  braced  king-post  trusses  measuring  9-75m  each  (Figure  4).  The 
upper  cords  of  the  truss  are  riveted  composite  members  formed  by  two  U-channels 
connected  with  a  continuous  plate  along  the  top  and  straps  along  the  bottom  of  the 
chord.  The  lower  chord,  the  vertical  chord,  and  the  diagonal  braces  in  the  panels 
are  all  double  rods,  pin-connected  to  each  other  and  to  the  upper  compressive  chords 
(Figures  5  and  6A) .  The  depth  of  the  truss  is  2m  while  the  width  of  the  roadway 
is  5.5m. 

The  floor  beams,  which  are  hung  from  the  pin-connector  at  the  center  of  each 
lower  chord,  are  I  beams,  as  are  the  stringers  which  support  the  plank  floor  (Fig¬ 
ure  6B).  The  floor  beams  are  laterally  braced.  The  spans  are  supported  on  steel 
abutments  and  steel  encased  concrete  piers.  The  piers  are  braced  by  upper  and  lower 
beams  with  diagonal  tie-rods  between  each.  The  height  of  the  deck  above  the  stream 
bed  is  3.45m.  The  deck  itself  is  composed  of  heavy  bridge  planks. 
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Figure  1.  Topographic  map  showing  location  of  the  Swan  Creek  bridge  (39WW79) ,  Walworth 
County,  South  Dakota  (adapted  from  U.S.G.S.  Akaska  SW  7-5'  quadrangle). 


taimMo  lO'SOO* 
(Raw  IO-74» 


UNlTtDSTATtSDEPARTMtNTOl-  THE  INTERIOR 
'  NATIONAL  PARK  SERVIC£ 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTOR  Y  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NPSUSS  ONLY 


RECCiVCO 


lOATE  ENTERED 


CONTI  NU  ATION  SHEET 


ITEM  NUMBER  ^  PAGE  3 


■  '  ''t — 


Figure  2.  General  view  toward  south  of  iron  truss  bridge  (39WW79)  spanning  Swan  Creek 
west  of  Akaska,  South  Dakota.  D.  Murphy  photography,  January  1980  (Nea. 
DM8001/1;32).  7  ^  V  y 
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Figure  3.  West  elevation  of  Swan  Creek  bridge  (39WW79)  showing  truss  spans  and  sub¬ 
structure  supports.  D.  Murphy  photography,  January  I98O  (Neg.  800/1:37). 
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Figure  4.  Swan  Creek  bridge  (39WW79)  ;  central  span  truss.  D.  Murphy  photography, 

January  I98O  (Neg.  8001/3:22). 
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Figure  6.  A)  Swan  Creek  bridge  (39WW79) ;  detailed  view  of  pin  connection  at  upper  chords 
of  truss.  0.  Murphy  photography,  January  1980  (Neg.  DM8001/3 : 27) . 

8)  Swan  Creek  bridge  (39WW79) ;  detailed  view  of  floor  beams  and  stringers, 

D.  Murphy  photography,  January  I98O  (Neg.  DM8001/3:20) . 

See  following  page. 
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8.  Significance 


l**riod 

Aroa*  of-  Signifieaneo— Chock  and  Justify  below 

_ prehistoric 

_ archeology-prehistoric 

_ community  planning 

_ landscape  architecture _ religion 

_ 1400-1499 

_ archeology-historic 

conservation 

_ law 

_ science 

_ 1500-1599 

_ agriculture 

_ economics 

_ literature 

_ sculpture 

_ 1600-1699 

_ architecture 

_ education 

_ military 

_ social' 

_ 1700-1799 

_ art 

X  engineering 

_ music 

humanitarian 

_ 180&-1899 

_ commerce 

_ exploration/settlement 

_ philosophy 

_ theater 

JL1900- 

_ communications 

_ industry 

_ Invention 

_ polltics/govemment 

_ transportation 

_ other  (apocify) 

Specific  ciato* 

1907 

Buildor/ Architect  Jol  i 

let  Bridge  and  Iron 

Company 

SUit«m«iil  of  Signifieanc*  (in  on*  porograph) 


The  Joliet  Swan  Creek  bridge  (39ViW79)  is  significant  as  a  modern-day  descen¬ 
dant  of  the  earliest,  most  fundamental  truss-type  known  to  man. 

Fabricated  in  1907  by  the  Joliet  Bridge  and  Iron  Company  of  Joliet,  Illinois, 
this  Swan  Creek  bridge  is  a  technically  and  aesthetically  significant  entity,  pri¬ 
marily  for  its  associations  with  ancient  antecedents  and  its  rare  visual  qualities. 
Constructed  of  iron,  two  of  the  Joliet  bridge's  three  spans  are  of  a  braced  king¬ 
post  configuration.  The  king-post  truss,  originally  constructed  of  timber,  dates 
back  to  ancient  times  (Comp  and  Jackson  1977). 

The  king-post  truss,  and  the  related  queen-post  type,  were  virtually  the  only 
truss  designs  utilized  from  medieval  times  through  the  early  nineteenth  century. 

Its  use  is  known  as  early  as  the  mid-eighteenth  century  in  America  as  an  embryonic 
roof  truss  for  buildings  (Condit  1968:5,  11-13)  where  it  was  utilized  for  spans 
greater  than  a  simple  rafter  systei  •  ould  support.  Later,  both  span  length  and 
rigidity  could  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  diagonal  struts  (Condit  1968:46). 

This  braced  king-post  (the  antecedent  of  the  Swan  Creek  bridge  truss)  was  used  until 
the  invention  of  stronger  and  more  rigid  forms  in  the  l840s  by  William  Howe,  and 
Thomas  and  Caleb  Pratt  (Condit  1968:46;  Comp  and  Jackson  1977). 

Few  examples  of  this  truss  type  are  extant  today,  and  those  usually  are  found 
on  short,  back  road  bridges  (Comp  and  Jackson  1977).  Its  rarity,  its  ancient  ante¬ 
cedents  and  its  aesthetic  interest  all  recommend  it  for  inclusion  in  the  National 
Regi ster .  While  it  is  small,  remote  in  I^ation  and  not  nearly  as  imposing  or  tech-  ' 
nically  impressive  as  the  nearby  bridge  at  Hobridge,  South  Dakota,  the  structure 
has  sufficient  technical  and  aesthetic  interest  to  recommend  listing. 
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STAEET*  NUMSEA 


STATE 
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cm.  TOWN  STATE 

Hound  City  South  Dakota 


REPRESENTATION  IN  EXISTING  SURVEYS 
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A  Cul tural  Resource  Survey  of  the  East  Shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota 
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B  DESCRIPTION 

COMOmON  CHECK  ONE  CHECK  ONE 

JUXCELUNT  ^priCRIONATCO  _UMALTEMO  X-OMCtNAL  SITE 

Jiaooo  ^Lnuins  ^Laltered  _moveo  oats _ 

—FAIR  _JINEXROSEO 

DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE 

SUMMARY  DESCRIPTION  ^ 

> 

The  proposed  West  Pollock  Archeological  District  is  located  just  above  the  former 
confluence  of  Spring  Creek  with  the  Missouri  River  near  the  northern  border  of  South 
Dakota  (Figure  1).  The  district  is  comprised  of  four  Native  American  sites  distributed 
within  an  80  ac  (32  ha)  area  along  the  southern  terrace  of  Spring  Creek  at  the  edge  of 
the  broad  shallow  valley  now  inundated  by  Lake  Oahe  (Figure  2).  The  sites  are  debris 
scatters  of  chipped  stone,  ceramics,  and  bone,  with  relatively  shallow  subsurface 
deposits  of  materials  and  features.  The  district  contains  the  only  known  clustering  of 
what  appear  to  be  late  Woodland  period  components  for  which  few  other  representatives 
have  been  recorded  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project  area  (also  see  Swan  Creek  District  nomination), 
and,  further,  occupies  a  tributan/  context  not  otherwise  accessible  to  study  in  the  project. 

CONTEXT 

Field  work  providing  the  basis  for  this  nomination  was  performed  in  1979  by  the 
University  of  Nebraska  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (Falk  and 
Pepperl  n.d.)-  An  intensive  pedestrian  survey  (Class  111)  was  completed  for  all  federal 
lands  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  extending  betwen  the  Oahe  Dam  near  Pierre, 

South  Dakota  and  the  North  Dakota  border,  a  distance  of  approximately  130  river  miles. 

A  total  of  about  32,110  ac  of  government  lands  along  602  mi  of  shoreline  is  included 
within  this  survey  area.  Native  American  resources  inventoried  as  a  result  of  the  1979 
survey  consist  of  229  sites  and  137  isolated  specimen  locations.  This  inventory  is  rather 
evenly  divided  between  sites  located  within  tributary  valleys  (A1 .A%)  and  those  within 
the  Missouri  River  trench  (58.5%). 

Previous  Investigations.  The  Middle  Missouri  archeological  subarea,  including  the 
Lake  Oahe  vicinity  was  extensively  investigated  during  the  1950s  and  1960s  as  part  of  the 

r 

salvage  efforts  carried  out  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  (River  Basin  Surveys)  and 
others  prior  to  inundation  of  much  of  the  middle  segment  of  fhe  Missouri  River  valley  by 
mainstem  reservoirs  (see  e.g..  Cooper  19^9;  Cooper  and  Stevenson  1953).  The  results  of 
this  work  are  synthesized  by  Lehmer  (1971).  The  attention  of  these  preinundation  studies 
focused  on  the  considerable  archeological  resources  of  the  broad  river  terraces,  primarily 
earthlodge  villages.  Tributary  creek  valleys  were,  apparently,  not  systematically  investi¬ 
gated.  Although  much  of  the  resource  inventory  developed  through  this  prior  work  occurred 
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Figure  1.  General  location  of  the  proposed  West  Pollock  Archeological  District  on  the 
east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  Campbell  County,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  2.  Topographic  map  showing  the  extent  and  composition  of  the  proposed  West  Pollock 
Archeological  District,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore,  Campbell  County,  South  Dakota. 
Adapted  from  U.S.G.S.  Pollock  7-5  minute  quadrangle. 
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»  near  the  confluences  of  various  tributaries,  no  resources  were  recorded  along  the  lower 
reaches  of  Spring  Creek  prior  to  inundation  of  much  of  this  area.  A  nearby  village  site 
(39CA2)  on  the  river  terrace  had  been  known  prior  to  the  pre- i nundat ion  work  (Farrell  and 
Hoffman  1952;  Sigstad  and  Sigstad  1973:18-19)  but  has  yet  to  be  investigated.  More 
recently,  a  reconnaissance  along  the  lake  shore  within  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Spring 
Creek  valley  produced  limited  evidence  of  several  small  debris  scatters,  none  of  which 
were  investigated  (Roetzel  and  Woolworth  1978).  One  of  these  sites  (39CA15)  is  included 
within  the  proposed  West  Pollock  District.  None  of  the  other  district  resources  had  been 
identified  prior  to  the  1979  UNL  survey. 

Envi ronment.  The  Lake  Oahe  area  is  within  the  middle  segment  of  the  Missouri  river 
valley  which  cuts  through  the  glaciated  region  of  the  Missouri  Plateau  of  the  Northern 
Plains.  Though  the  rather  lengthy  project  unit  considered  here  (ca.  1 50  miles)  transects 
much  regional  variability,  this  area  is  unified  by  the  general  regularity  of  the  river 
valley.  The  river  trench  is  a  distinctive  physiographic  feature  characterized  along  its 
upper  margins  by  steep  "breaks"  below  which  are  broad  grass-covered  terraces  and  the 
forested  river  flood  plain  (cf.  Lehmer  1971).  The  lower  two  zones  are  now  inundated 
within  much  of  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea.  Importantly,  the  broad  terrace  (MT2)  along 
the  base  of  the  breaks  zone,  however,  remains  exposed  within  the  northern  portion  of  the 
Lake  Oahe  project  where  the  West  Pollock  District  is  located.  This  terrace  contained 
considerable  Native  American  resources  inventoried  elsewhere  along  the  trench  during  the 
preinundation  survey  and  should  play  an  important  role  in  investigations  of  characteristic 
^  regional  settlement.  Although  a  number  of  minor  drainages,  one  of  the  larger  of  which  is 
Spring  Creek,  occur  occasionally  along  the  east  side  of  the  river  trench,  major  tributaries 
are  located  only  on  the  west  side.  Spring  Creek  occupies  a  broad,  open  valley  and  is  one 
y  of  two  tributaries  of  this  name  within  the  Lake  Oahe  project  (also  see  Spring  Creek 
District  nomination).  The  lower  reaches  of  the  valley  are  inundated  by  an  embayment  of 
Lake  Oahe  (Pollock  Bay)  and  by  Lake  Pocasse.  In  this  area,  the  broad,  grass-covered 
terraces  of  the  Missouri  River  extend  into  the  creek  valley  on  the  southern  side  occupied 
by  the  West  Pollock  District,  replacing  the  characteristic  "breaks"  zone  of  the  river 
trench.  The  northern  side  of  the  creek  valley  is  also  grass-covered  but  is  more  rolling 
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and  dissected  in  topography.  Timber  is  now  absent  throughout  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
valley,  with  the  exception  of  recent  plantings.  Based  on  earlier  topographic  maps,  however, 
the  lower  zones  of  the  creek  valley  appear  to  have  been  forested  in  a  manner  similar  to 
that  of  the  river  flood  plain. 

The  proposed  West  Pollock  District  is  situated  at  1620-1635  ft  elevation  along  the 
eroding  edge  of  the  southern  creek  terrace,  roughly  6.0  km  (3-7  tni)  above  the  former 
confluence  of  Spring  Creek  with  the  Missouri  River.  Within  the  district,  the  terrace  is 
cut  by  shallow  drainage  ravines,  forming  small  points  and  knolls  on  which  individual  sites 
are  located.  This  area  appears  to  have  been  used  only  for  grazing  in  the  past,  though 
areas  of  the  terrace  along  the  southern  margin  of  the  district  are  now  cultivated. 

Presently  the  area  is  subject  to  public  use  for  recreation  along  the  lake  shore.  Roads 
and  plantings  have  been  developed,  however,  only  in  the  western  portion  of  the  district 
where  one  site  (39CA108)  is  within  the  formally  designated  limits  of  the  West  Pollock 
Recreation  Area. 

BOUNDARY  JUSTIFICATION 

The  boundaries  of  the  proposed  West  Pollock  Archeological  District  are  designed  to 
contain  in  fuil  the  known  or  probable  extent  of  a  cluster  of  four  Native  American  sites 
which,  as  a  comprehensive  unit,  is  considered  to  represent  significant  research 
potentials.  Aithough  extensive  testing  for  definition  of  individual  site  margins  has 
not  been  completed,  such  limits  can  be  reasonably  estimated  in  each  case  on  the  basis 
of  present  information  involving  mapped  surface  distributions,  cutbank  observations, 
test  data,  and  the  limits  of  associated  topographic  features.  Given  the  1)  closeness  in  x  '' 
spatial  proximity  of  individual  resources,  2)  possible  physical  relationships  between 
sites,  and  3)  desi reabi 1 i ty  for  research  purposes  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  full 
district  unit,  all  lands  above  pool  within  proposed  district  boundaries  are  considered 
to  warrant  protection  from  future  disturbance.  This  area  (ca.  80  ac)  is  entirely  within 
the  U.S.  Government  boundary  of  the  Lake  Oahe  project. 
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The  proposed  West  Pollock  Archeological  District  consists  of  four  Native  American 
sites  (Table  1).  These  sites  are  grouped  in  two  clusters  distributed  along  a  1 .6  km 
(1.0  mi)  length  of  the  south  shore  of  Pollock  Bay.  Each  site  contains  buried  remains  and 
is  principally  defined  by  artifactual  and  ecofactual  debris  scattered  both  on  the  surface 
and  in  relatively  shallow  deposits  exposed  in  the  lake  cutbank.  In  addition  to  chipped 
stone,  ceramics  are  present  at  three  sites,  and  all  four  contain  vertebrate  faunal  remains 
(Table  2).  Subsurface  features,  largely  hearths,  were  recorded  at  both  sites  (39CA15  and 
39CAI06)  located  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  district.  These  two  sites  may  represent 
related  occupations  and  appear  to  be  attributable  to  the  Plains  Woodland  period.  The  two 
sites  in  the  western  half  of  the  district  may  offer  a  broader  temporal  range,  possibly 
representing  both  Plains  Village  and  pre-Plains  Village  periods  (39CA108)  and,  perhaps 
preceramic  (39CA107)  remains.  Results  of  investigations  at  each  site  are  briefly  reviewed 
below. 

Site  39CAI5  had  been  identified  prior  to  the  1979  UNL  survey  when  two  flake  fragments 
were  recorded  during  a  reconnaissance  of  the  southern  shore  of  Pollock  Bay  (Roetzel  and 
Woolworth  1978) •  In  1979f  more  extensive  remains  were  documented,  including  scattered 
debris  exposed  on  the  surface  within  an  area  of  57  x  62  m  and  along  a  50  m  length  of  the 
lake  cutbank  (Figures  3  and  4).  Artifacts  and  ecofactual  materials  were  recovered  from 
the  surface  and  from  relatively  shallow  deposits  (0-40  cm  S.D.)  in  the  cutbank  and  a 
controlled  test  (Table  3).  Additionally,  three  hearth  features  were  recorded  in  the  bank 
^  exposure,  ranging  from  11-24  cm  below  surface.  Two  features  were  salvaged  for  laboratory 
processing  while  the  third  slumped  into  the  lake  prior  to  investigation.  The  chipped 
stone  assemblage  includes  two  tools  (an  unfinished  arrowpoint  and  a  retouched  flake)  and  a 
^  variety  of  flaking  debris,  33  of  which  are  patinated  specimens.  All  recovered  ceramics  are 
bodysherds  which  have  either  cord- roughened  or  smooth  surfaces.  Vertebrate  faunal  remains 
include  one  modified  specimen  (a  fleshing  tool  manufactured  from  a  bison  radius) 
and  unmodified  specimens,  five  of  which  are  identifiable  as  dog/coyote  (n  =  1),  domestic 
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Table  1.  Summary  of  Native  American  sites  contained  within  the  proposed  West  Pollock 
Archeological  District,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore,  Campbell  County,  South  Dakota. 


S  i  te 
Number 

Site  Description  and 
Temporal  Assessment 

Elev. 

(ft) 

Topographic 

Pos i t i on 

Area 

(m") 

Cul tural 
Level 
(cm  S.D.) 

39CA15 

hearths;  lithic,  ceramic  and 
bone;  Plains  Woodland  period 

1625 

terrace  edge  south 
of  Spring  Creek 

3,534 

0-40 

39CAI06 

hearths,  pit  (?) ;  11 thic, 
ceramic  and  bone;  Plains 
Woodland 

1620- 

1630. 

terrace  point  south 
of  Spring  Creek 

14,850 

0-30 

39CA107 

lithic  tools/debris  and  bone; 
Native  American,  unassigned 

1625 

terrace  knol 1  south 
of  Spring  Creek 

9,744 

0-23 

39CA108 

lithic,  ceramic,  bone,  and 
Historic  debris;  Plains 

Village  period;  pre-Plains 
Village  (?),  and  Euro- 

1630 

terrace  point  south 
of  Spring  Creek 

4,928 

0-20 

amer ican 
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Table  2.  Cultural  materials  recovered  from  Native  American  components  in  the  proposed  West 


Pollock  Archeological 

District,  Lake 

Oahe  east 

shore. 

South  Dakota. 

* 

Descriptive  Category 

39CA15 

39CA1 06 

39CA107 

39CA108 

Total 

CHIPPED  STONE  TOOLS 

triangular  biface 

1 

■  1 

doub 1 e-notched  b i face 

2 

2 

k 

ovoid  biface 

1 

1 

biface,  edge  fragment 

I 

1 

i  rregular  -biface 

2 

1 

3 

rectangular  biface 

1 

1 

endscraper 

2 

2 

retouched  flake 

1 

3 

3 

7 

unfinished  arrowpoint 

1 

1 

CHIPPED  STONE  DEBRIS 

3k 

285 

16 

107 

502 

CHIPPED  STONE  CORES 

3 

1 

2 

6 

GROUND  STONE 

1 

1 

CERAMICS 

111 

132 

1 

2kk 

VERTEBRATE  FAUNAL  REMAINS 

mod i f i ed  bone 

1 

1 

unmod i f i ed  bone 

kkS 

2130 

5 

23 

2601 

FIRE-CRACKED  ROCK 

2 

45 

3 

50 

OTHER  MATERIALS^ 

3(X) 

94(X) 

1 

98 

Total s 

662 

2697 

25 

1A6 

3530 

Other  materials  include  unmodified  clinker,  shell,  fired  clay,  pigment,  and  charcoal. 
(X)  indicates  additional  uncounted  materials  were  either  collected  or  recorded. 
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Figure  3*  Contour  map  of  Native  American  site  39CA15  showing  the  distribution  of  surface 
and  cutbank  proveniences,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  k.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  West  Pollock  ArcheoJog ical  District. 

A)  General  view  of  site  39CA15,  facing  west.  Site  39CA106  is  on  prominent 
terrace  point  in  background  (UNL  Meg.  No,  20-13).  B)  View  of  laKe  cutbank 
and  controlled  test  at  site  39CA15,  facing  northwest  (UNL  Neg.  No.  20-14). 
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Table  3«  Cultural  materials  recovered  from 

archeological  site  39CA15  during  the 

1979  UNL 

investigation; 

Lake  Oahe 

East  Shore  Survey, 

South 

Dakota . 

Chipped 

Stone 

Bone 

Proven ience 

Tool  s 

Debr  i  s'^ 

Ceramics 

Mod~^ 

Unmod.  FCR  Other 

^  Total 

Controlled  Surface 

Cat.  No.  1 

2 

2 

4 

Cat.  No.  2 

Cat.  No.  3 

2 

1 

1 

X 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

21 

Cat.  No.  k 

Cat.  No.  5 

Cat.  No.  6 

1 

1 

1 

Cat.  No.  7 

7(1) 

1 

13  X 

Controlled  Surface 
~Cat~.  No.  S  (20  cm  S.D.) 

1 

1 

2 

Cat. No.  9  (20  cm  S.D.) 
Cat.  No.  10  (10  cm  S.D.) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cat.  No.  11  (31  cm  S.D.) 
Cat.  No.  12  (16  cm  S.D.) 

1 

1 

Control  1 ed  Test  1 

Level  1  (0-10  cm  S.D.) 

11 

1  1 

70 

Level  2  (10-20  cm  S.D.) 

4 

'♦3 

23 

Level  3  (20-30  cm  S.D. 
Level  4  (30-40  cm  S.D.) 

4 

1 

12 

7 

14  I 

23  X 

31 

31 

Subsurface  Feature 

Cat.  No.  17  (Feature  1) 

8 

1 

8  X 

17 

461 

Cat.  No.  18  (Feature  3) 

62(32) 

3A 

365  X 

Totals 

2 

9M33) 

111 

n 

659 

NOTE:  Provenience  locations  are  indicated  by  catalog  numbers  on  the  site  map  (Figure  3) 
^Patinated  specimens  are  indicated  in  parentheses. 

Indicates  presence  of  shell,  fired  clay,  pigment,  historic  debris  and  charcoal. 
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pig  (n  =  1),  deer  (n  «  1),  and  bison  (N  =  2).  Other  types  of  recovered  materials  are 
fire-cracked  rock,  shell,  fired  clay,  pigment,  charcoal,  and  historic  debris.  The  latter 
specimens  may  be  associated  with  the  adjacent  abandoned  farmstead  (33CA163).  The  ceramics 
at  site  39CA15  are  not  characteristic  of  cul tural-h i stor ical  units  presently  recognized 
in  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea  but,  rather,  are  similar  to  materials  attributed  to  late 
Plains  Woodland  tradition  units  defined  in  Minnesota  (Birk  1979)  and  Canada  (Byrne  1973), 
and  on  this  basis,  the  site  is  tentatively  described  as  an  undefined  Plains  Woodland 
component  (Johnson  n.d.).  Similar  ceramic  materials  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project  also  occur 
at  nearby  site  39CA106  (see  below)  and  at  three  other  sites  distributed  between  6  to  60  km 
south  of  the  West  Pollock  District  (also  see  Swan  Creek  District  nomination), 

S i te  39CAI06  is  situated  on  a  terrace  point  directly  west  (ca.  250  m)  of  site  39CA15, 
across  a  shallow  drainage  ravine  (Figure  4A  above).  This  site  is  defined  by  an  extensive 
scatter  of  surface  debris  (45  x  330  m)  and  by  buried  (10-30  cm  S.D.)  materials  and 
features  identified  in  controlled  tests  and  in  a  segment  of  the  shoreline  cutbank  along 
the  western  portion  of  the  site  (Figures  5  and  6).  A  variety  of  lithic,  ceramic,  bone, 
and  other  materials  were  collected  from  both  surface  and  subsurface  contexts  (Table  4), 
including  a  number  of  stone  tools  made  primarily  from  nonlocal  types  of  stone  (Table  5). 
Both  ceramic  rims  (n  «  6)  and  bodysherds  (n  *  126)  were  recovered.  Vertebrate  faunal 
remains  are  all  unmodified  fragments,  only  10  of  which  are  identifiable  and  include  fish 
(n  -  2) ,  dog/coyote  (n  -  2) ,  and  bison  (n  *  6) .  Other  recovered  materials  are  clinker, 
fire- cracked  rock,  fired  clay,  burned  earth,  and  charcoal.  Three  features  recorded  in 
the  cutbank  consist  of  a  lens  of  red  ochre  flecks,  bone  fragments  and  ash  (feature  6) 
at  16-30  cm  S.D.);  a  basin-shaped  hearth  (Feature  7)  at  11-23  cm  S.D.;  and  another 
basin-shaped  hearth  (Feature  9)  at  12-24  cm  S.D.  (Figure  7).  The  two  hearths  were 
salvaged  for  laboratory  processing  but  Feature  6  had  slumped  prior  to  investigation. 

A  late  prehistoric  origin  (possibly  late  Woodland  period)  for  site  39CA106  is  suggested 
both  by  the  ceramic  sample  (see  39CA15  discussion)  and  a  single  radiocarbon  date.  A  wood 
charcoal  sample  obtained  from  Feature  7  was  submitted  to  the  University  of  Georgia  (Center 
for  Applied  Isotope  Studies)  for  radiometric  analysis.  This  sample  (Lab.  No.  UGa-3354) 
yielded  an  age  of  865  ±  95  years  B.P.  or  an  uncorrected  date  of  A.O.  I085. 
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Figure  6.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  West  Pollock  Archeolog ical  District. 

A)  View  of  lake  cutbank,  facing  east  near  the  center  of  site  39CA)06  (UNL  Neg. 
No.  20-2),  B)  General  view  facing  west  from  the  eastern  area  of  site  39CA106. 
Figures  are  at  datum  and  test  locations  (UNL  Neg.  No.  20-4). 
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Table  4-  SunnarY  distribution  of  cultural  materials  recovered  from  archeological  site  39CAI06;  1979  inves¬ 
tigation,  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Chipped  Stone 

Unmod. 

Unmod. 

Provenience  Tools  Cores 

Debris  ‘ 

Ceramics 

Bone 

Cl  inker 

FCR 

Other*  Total 

Controlled  Surface  (Road) 

Cat.  No.  1 

15(3) 

1 

7 

23 

Cat.  No.  2  1 

25(8) 

1 

30 

57 

Cat.  Ho.  3 

1 

16(1) 

6 

2 

25 

8 

26 

Cat.  No.  4  1 

1 

5 

1 

Cat.  No.  5  1 

21(6) 

I 

3 

3 

Cat.  No.  6 

23(5) 

2 

7 

35 

Control  led  Cutbank 

Cat.  No.  7  (lO-llcm  S.D.) 

1 

1 

Cat.  No.  8  (lO-llcm  S.D.)  1 

A 

1 

Cat.  No.  9  (I4em  s.o.) 

8 

) 

8 

Cat.  No.  11  {I3c(n  S.D.) 

Cat.  No.  12  1 

1 

Cat.  No.  13  (20cm  $.0.)  1 

1 

2 

2 

feature 

Cat.  No.  20  (Feature  6) 

4 

1 

22 

*  27 

X  1595 

Cat.  Nos.  21-22  1 

(Feature  7) 

102 

78 

1333 

4 

27 

Cat.  Nos.  23-25 

(Feature  9) 

19 

14 

446 

479 

Control  led  Test  1 

Level  1  (i-tbcm  S.O.) 

12 

1 

120 

133 

X  218 

3 

Level  2  (10-20cm  S.O.)  1 

37(1) 

30 

140 

1 

10 

Level  3  t20-30cra  S.O.) 

2 

Controlled  Test  2 

Level  1  (O-IOcm  S.O.)  1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

Level  2  (l0-20cm  S.O.)  _ 

6 

6 

Total  9 

2 

285(24) 

132 

2130 

4 

45 

2607 

NOTE:  Controlled  surface  and 
'Total  chipped  stone  debitage 

cutbank  proven 
(and  patinated 

iences  are 

specimens) 

Indicated  by  catalog 
Indicated. 

numbers  on 

the  site 

map  (Figure  5) . 

^Indicates  presence  of  burnt  earth,  charcoal  and  historic  debris. 
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Table  5.  Summary  of  i  oed 

site  39CA106.  i79 

Dakota. 

stone  tools  and  cores  recovered  from  archeological 
investigation.  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 

Descr i pti ve 

Catalog  Number 

Stone 

Tool  Category 

(Provenience) 

Type 

i*. 

double-notched  biface, 

4 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

proximal  fragment 

6. 

double-notched  biface, 

22 

(Feature  7; 

Knife  River  flint 

n-23cm  S.D.) 

10. 

ovoid  biface,  compiete 

6 

(cut  bank; 

Knife  River  flint 

1 0- 1 1  cm  S.D.) 

14, 

i r regul ar  bi face 

12 

(cut  bank) 

coarse  red  TRSS 

15 

(Test  1; 

dark  brown  chalcedony 

10-20cm  S.D.) 

29- 

retouched  flake 

2 

(surface) 

Knife  River  flint 

5 

(surface) 

clear/grey  chalcedony 

17 

(Test  2; 

O-lOcm  S.D.) 

Kni fe  Ri ver  flint 

31. 

core  tool 

13 

(cut  bank; 

jasper/chert 

20cm  S.D.) 

31a. 

core,  non tool 

3 

(surface) 

Kn i f e  R i ve  r  flint 

4 

(surface) 

coarse  red  TRSS 

NOTE 

TRSS  ■  Tongue  River  si  lie? 

fied  sediment. 

FOR  NPSUKONLV 
RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 
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Figure  ?.  Photographs  of  resources  in  the  proposed  West  Pollock  Archeological  District. 

A)  View  of  Feature  10  in  lake  cutbank  at  site39CA106  (UNL  Neg.  No.  22-31)- 

B)  View  of  Feature  7  in  lake  cutbank  at  site  39CA106  (UNLNeg.  No.  22-3h) . 
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^  Site  39CA107  is  located  on  a  small  knoll  near  the  edge  of  the  terrace,  roughly 

500  m  west  of  site  39CA106  and  directly  east  (ca.  100  m)  across  a  shallow  drainage 
ravine  from  site  39CA108.  This  site  consists  of  lithic  and  bone  materials  recorded 
on  the  surface  and  in  the  fake  cutbank  (8-23  cm  S.O.)  within  an  8?  x  112  m  area 
(Figure  8  and  Table  6).  Surface  materials  were  exposed  primarily  in  a  dirt  trail  and 
cultivated  field  along  the  southern  edge  of  the  knoll  while  other  areas  of  the  site  were 
moderately  to  heavily  grassed,  limiting  visibility  (Figure  9)-  The  lithic  assemblage 
is  comprised  of  an  irregular  biface  collected  from  the  road  surface,  a  core  tool 
recovered  from  the  lake  bank  (8  cm  S.D.),  an  unpatterned  ground  stone  tool  (clinker) 
and  unmodified  clinker  fragment  from  the  surface  at  the  eastern  and  western  edges  of  the 
site,  as  well  as  chipped  stone  flaking  debris  (n  ■  16)  recovered  throughout  the  site 
area.  One  chipped  stone  flake  was  recovered  at  23  cm  S.O.  in  the  fake  bank  and  one 
specimen  is  patinated.  Vertebrate  faunal  remains  consist  of  five  fragments  from  surface 
locations,  one  of  which  is  identifiable  as  Bos  taurus  (cow).  None  of  the  recovered 
materials  provide  a  reliable  basis  for  temporal  or  taxonomic  assessment  of  site  39CA107. 
The  apparent  absence  of  ceramics  and  the  presence  of  a  patinated  lithic  specimen,  however, 
could  be  indicative  of  a  pre-Plains  Village  period,  possibly  preceramic,  occupation. 

Site  39CA108  is  situated  on  a  prominent  terrace  point  (now  a  peninsula  at  the  lake 
shore)  at  the  western  edge  of  the  proposed  West  Pollock  District  and  within  the  eastern 
end  of  the  West  Pollock  Recreation  Area  (Figure  9A  above).  The  boundary  of  the  recreation 
area  apparently  extends  through  the  ravine  and  embayment  between  sites  39CAi08  and 
39CAIO7.  Cultural  materials  of  both  Native  American  and  Euroamerican  origins  were 

r 

recorded  at  site  39CA108.  The  Native  American  component  appears  to  be  confined  to  an 
area  of  44  x  112  m  along  and  between  two  roads  at  the  eastern  edge  of  the  peninsula 
(Figure  10).  A  shallowly  buried  deposit  (0-20  cm  S.D.)  was  identified  in  a  controlled 
test  but  no  materials  were  visible  in  the  lake  cutbank  during  the  1979  investigation. 

Only  a  limited  sample  of  observed  surface  materials  was  collected,  primarily  from  road 
exposures.  Most  of  the  recovered  materials  are  chipped  stone,  including  10  tools 
(Table  7),  nontool  cores  (n  *  2) ,  and  flaking  debris  (n  ®  106).  All  chipped  stone 
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JUNE  25,  1979 

0  30 

‘  ■  I 

METERS 

Figure  !0.  Plan  map  of  archeological  i  i  te  39CAi08  showing  cne  aistribucion  of  sur'^ace 
proveniences,  Lake  Oahe  east  shore.  South  Dakota. 
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Table  7  Sunmary  of  chipped  stone  tools  recovered  from  archeological  site 
39CA108;  1979  investiga.tion.  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South 
Dakota . 


Descriptive  Catalog  Number  Stone 

Tool  Category  (Provenience)  Type 


2.  triangular  biface,  10 

proximal  fragment 

k.  double-notched  biface,  1 

proximal  fragment 

5.  double-notched  biface,  6 

haft  element 

13.  biface,  edge  fragment  11 

15.  endscraper,  complete  3 

16.  endscraper,  distal  fragment  A 

29.  other  retouched  flakes  8 

10 

13 

36.  rectangular  biface  15 


(surface) 

Kni  fe 

River 

fl  int 

(surface) 

Flattop  chal 

i  cedony 

(surface) 

Kni  fe 

Ri  ver 

fl  int 

(surface) 

Kni  fe 

Ri  ver 

f  1  i  nt 

(surface) 

Kni  fe 

Ri  ver 

flint 

(surface) 

Kn  i  f  e 

Ri  ver 

f  1  i  nt 

(surface) 

Kn  i  f  e 

Ri  ver 

flint 

(surface) 

Kni  fe 

Ri  ver 

f  1  i  nt 

(surface) 

Kni  fe 

Ri  ver 

f  1  int 

(surface) 

Kni  fe 

Ri  ver 

f  1  int 
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^  specimens  are  from  surface  proveniences,  except  for  a  single  flake  fragment  recovered 
from  Level  2  (lO-ZO  cm  S.D.)  of  the  controlled  test.  A  single  ceramic  bodysherd  was 
also  recovered  (0-10  cm  S.D.)  from  the  test  square.  This  specimen  has  a  smoothed  surface. 
Vertebrate  faunal  remains  were  recovered  from  the  surface  (n  =  22)  and  from  the  test 
(n  =  1)  at  0-10  cm  S.D.  One  fragment  has  been  identified  as  Bovidae  (cow/bison).  Fire- 
cracked  rock  occurred  throughout  the  site,  though  only  a  small  sample  (n  =  3)  was 
collected.  More  than  one  Native  American  component  may  be  represented  at  site  39CA108. 

The  thin  bodysherd  would  be  consistent  with  a  Plains  Village  period  occupation,  while  two 
corner-notched  projectiles,  probably  dart  points  (as  opposed  to  arrowpoints) ,  could 
indiciate  a  pre-Plains  Village  origin  for  some  part  of  this  site. 

DATA  LIMITATIONS 

Although  only  one  site  (39CA108)  is  within  a  formally  designated  recreation  area, 
all  resources  within  the  proposed  district  have  incurred  a  variety  of  surface  disturbances, 
primarily  through  public  use.  Vehicle  trails  (ungraded)  have  exposed  cultural  materials 
at  each  sJte.  Evidence  of  open  camp  fires  and  related  contemporary  uses  occurred  along  the 
shoreline  throughout  the  district.  Given  the  shallow  depth  of  site  deposits  in  this  area, 
such  uses  may  have  adversely  affected  the  integrity  of  individual  site  areas,  though  the 
extent  of  potential  impact  is  not  presently  documented.  Most  importantly,  all  four  sites 
are  actively  slumping  along  the  lake  cutbank.  At  least  two  features  were  destroyed  by 
shoreline  erosion  during  the  1979  investigation.  The  presence  of  cultural  deposits  in 
unaffected  areas,  however,  has  been  confirmed  through  limited  controlled  testing  at 
three  sites  and  appears  probable,  though  undocumented,  at  the  fourth  site  ■(39CA107).  In 
all  cases,  controlled  data  recovery  will  be  possible  throughout  the  majority  of  the 
remaining  area  at  each  site. 
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□  SIGNIFICANCE 


PERIOD 

X-MEHISTORIC 

AREAS  OF  SIGNIFICANCE  •• 
XANCMEOLOGy  PNEHISTOmC  —COMMUNITY  PLANNING 

CHECK  AND  JUSTIFY  BELOW 

-LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE 

—RELIGION 

-1400-14M 

—archeology-historic 

— CONScRVATION 

—LAW 

—SCIENCE 

-ifioo-isas 

—AGRICULTURE 

—ECONOMICS 

—LITERATURE 

—SCULPTURE 

.laoo-iu* 

—ARCHITECTURE 

—EDUCATION 

— MIUTARY 

— SOOAl/HUMANITARIAN 

-I700-I7M 

—ART 

—ENGINEERING 

—MUSIC 

—THEATER 

.iaoo-iu9 

—COMMERCE 

— EXPLORATION/SfTTUMENT  —PHILOSOPHY 

—TRANSPORTATION 

.1900- 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—INDUSTRY 

— POUTICS/GOVERNMENT 

—OTHER  ISPEr**vi 

—INVENTION 


SPECIFIC  OATES  BUILOER/ARCHITECT  page  25 

STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 
SUMMARY  STATEMENT 

The  proposed  West  Pollock  Archeological  District,  in  conjunction  with  four  other 
related  district  nominations  in  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  offers  significant  opportunities 
for  studying  comprehensive  patterns  of  Native  American  settlement  within  tributary  creek 
valleys  (Study  Unit  3)»  an  aspect  of  Middle  Missouri  prehistory  which  has  not  received 
prior  systematic  attention.  Specifically,  the  West  Pollock  District  is  the  northernmost 
cluster  of  creek  valley  resources  represented  in  the  study  area  and,  accordingly,  is  the 
only  example  which  occurs  in  an  area  where  a  principal  river  terrace  (MT  2)  within  a 
tributary  valley  remains  accessible  above  the  lake  pool.  Further,  the  district  appears  to 
contain  a  broad  temporal  range  of  occupation  and,  importantly,  includes  a  pair  of  resources 
potentially  representing  a  Woodland  period  unit  not  previously  defined  in  the  study  region 
nor  widely  represented  in  the  recorded  inventory  of  area  resources  (also  see  Swan  Creek 
District  nomination). 

DISCUSSION 

Collectively,  selected  Lake  Oahe  resources  provide  a  source  of  representat i ve  data 
necessary  for  1)  building  upon  problems  and  directions  pursued  in  the  past,  2)  expanding 
present  conceptualizations  and  models  of  regional  prehistory,  or  3)  enabling  new 
directions  to  be  initiated  for  which  specific  problems  may  not  yet  be  formulated.  The 
proposed  West  Pollock  District  is  one  of  five  clusters  of  creek  valley  sites  which, 
together,  provide  a  much-needed  opportunity  for  expanding  the  range  of  site  types  and 
contexts  on  which  present  knowledge  of  regional  settlement  variability  is  based  and  for 
facilitating  a  broadened  range  oF  problem  orientations  consistent  with  contemporary 
research  interests.  Past  research  in  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea  has  focused  almost 
exclusively  on  the  development  of  cu 1 tura 1 -h i stor ical  models.  Given  the  salvage-based 
source  of  much  prior  data,  such  models  were  constructed  principally  on  occupational 
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evidence  recorded  within  the  river  trench  itself,  especially  the  abundant  late  prehistoric 
villages  on  the  broad  terraces  of  the  Missouri  River.  Native  American  settlement  within 
tributary  creek  valley  contexts  has  not  been  systematically  investigated  and  settlement 
models  that  would  suggest  types  of  variability  that  could  be  expected  in  such  contexts 
have  not  been  developed.  The  lower  reaches  of  tributaries  throughout  the  Middle  Missouri 
area  are  now  uniformly  inundated,  increasing  the  importance  for  protection  of  remaining 
sites,  such  as  the  Lake  Oahe  sample.  Further,  the  full  range  of  cultural  and  temporal 
units  that  could  be  expected  in  the  study  region  are  not  represented  by  prior  systematic 
study.  Notably,  nonvillage  remains  of  the  Plains  Village  period  have  not  been  compre¬ 
hensively  investigated  and  knowledge  of  pre-Plains  Village  occupations  is  extremely 
limited.  For  example,  the  Woodland  period  in  the  study  area  is  defined  largely  on  the 
basis  of  burial  sites  (e.g.,  Neuman  1975)  while  systematic  investigation  of  preceramic 
components  has  yet  to  be  initiated,  though,  importantly,  the  presence  of  such  resources 
has  been  established  (e.g.,  Abler  et  al .  197^;  1977) •  The  West  Pollock  District  can  be 
expected  to  productively  contribute  to  the  research  interests  noted  above  through 
controlled  recovery  of  buried  remains  present  at  each  of  the  four  sites  and  through 
investigation  of  intersite  relationships,  both  within  the  district  and  between  related 
units  elsewhere  in  the  study  area  (e.g.,  proposed  Swan  Creek  Archeological  District). 

Subsurface  Deposits.  Shallowly  buried  cultural  deposits  at  each  of  the  four  sites 
are  contained  within  a  thin  soil  cap  (loess)  which  uniformly  overlies  a  more  compact 
caliche-stained  horizon.  Controlled  recovery  of  data  regarding  horizontal  rather  than 
vertical  variability  within  site  deposits  will  probably  be  of  greatest  interest. 
Information  about  site  structure  and  function  and  subsistence-related  data  should  be 
obtainable  at  each  site.  Importantly,  radiometric  dating  should  be  possible  at  two, 
possibly  three,  sites  and  should  facilitate  comparisons  with  similar  clusters  of  sites 
in  other  creek  valleys  in  the  study  area. 


B-317 


MAJOR  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  REFERENCES 


EQgeographical  data 

ACMCAGC  Of  NOMINATED  WIOHNTY _ 

UTM  RfrEHCNCES 


80  ac  (32  ha) 


aLjJ  I  I  .  I  ,  ,  I  UJLiJ 

20NC  EASTING  NORTHING 

cLj_J  i  i  I  I  I  I  I 


RBAL  BOUNDARY  DESCRIPTION 


bLiJ  I  t  ■ 

ZONE  EASTIN 
D 


NORTHING 

I  .  I  .  I 


LL  STATES  ANO  COUNTIES  FOR  PROPERTIES  OVERLAPPING  STATE  OR  COUNTY  BOUNDARIES 

COOC  COUNTY  CODE 


QJform  prepared  by 

NAMf/TirU 

Robert  E.  Pepperl  and  Carl  R.  Falk  (Principal  Investigator) 


ONGAMZATION  DATE 

Division  of  Archeological  Research  1986 


STREET  A  NUMSER  TELEPHONE 

University  of  Nebraska  472-2412 


OTY  OR  TOWN  STATE 

Lincoln  Nebraska  68588-0332 


EE!  CERTIFICATION  OF  NOMINATION 

STATE  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  OFFICER  RECOMMENDATION 
YES -  NO _  NONE _ 


STATE  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  Of  FICER  SIGNATURE 


In  compliancR  with  Emomivr  Order  1 1 S93, 1  hRivtiY  nomifiRUi  this  property  to  the  NstionsI  Rsgistaf.  cortifying  that  tha  Stats  ' 
Historic  Praaarvation  Oflicar  has  bssn  allowad  90  days  in  which  to  praaorn  tha  nominstion  to  tha  Stats  Raviaw  Board  and  to 
avaiuata  its  significanca.  Tha'avaliiatad  lawal  of  signifiesnea  is  _Nstional _ Stats _ Local. 

FEDERAL  REPRESENTATIVE  SIGNATURE  _ 


RNPS  USE  ONLY 

I  HEREBY  CERTIFY  THATTHIS  PROPERTY  IS  INCLUDED  IN  THE  NATIONAL  REGISTER 


DIRECTOR.  OFFICE  OF  ARCHEOLOGY  ANO  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION 
ATTEST:  _ 


KEEPER  OF  THE  NATIONAL  REGISTER 


8-318 


#«imNo  10*300* 

(A«v  10-741 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


CONTI  NU  ATION  SHEET  ITEM  NUMBER  9  PAGE  28 


REFERENCES  CITED 

Abler,  S.A.,  D.K.  Davies,  C.R.  Falk,  and  D.B.  Madsen 

197^  Holecene  stratigraphy  and  archeology  in  the  Middle  Missouri  River  Trench, 
South  Dakota.  Sc i ence  \6k:S05~S08, 

Abler,  S.A.,  A.M.  Cvancara,  D.B.’  Madsen,  and  R.W.  Kornbrath 

1977  Archeological  reconnaissance  and  test  excavation  at  the  Travis  2  site, 
39WW15.  Oahe  Reservoir,  South  Dakota.  Report  to  the  Omaha  District, 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers. 


Bi rk,  D. 
1979 


Sandy  Lake  Ware,  J_n  A  handbook  of  Minnesota  prehistoric  ceramics,  compiled 
and  edited  by  S.F.  Anfinson,  pp.  175"182.  Minnesota  Archeological  Society 
Occasional  Publications  in  Minnesota  Anthropology  5. 


Byrne,  W.J. 
1973 


The  archeology  and  prehistory  of  southern  Alberta  as  reflected  by  ceramics. 
Archeological  Survey  of  Canada  Paper  14. 


Cooper,  P.L. 

1949  Recent  investigations  in  the  Fort  Randall  and  Oahe  Reservoirs,  South  Dakota. 
American  Antiquity  14(4) :300-3l0. 


Cooper,  P.L.  and  R.L.  Stevenson 

1953  Appraisal  of  the  archeological  resources  of  the  Oahe  Reservoir,  North  and 
South  Dakota.  Missouri  Basin  Project,  Smithsonian  Institution. 


Falk,  C.R.,  and  R.E.  Pepperl 

n.d,  A  cultural  resource  survey  of  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota: 

Final  Report.  Department  of  Anthropology  Technical  Report  83“01 ,  University 
of  Nebraska,  Lincoln,  Nine  volumes  in  preparation  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers,  Omaha  District. 


Farrell,  W.R.,  and  J.J.  Hoffman 

;952  Field  notes,  site  39CA2.  Smithsonian  Institution  River  Basin  Survey  site 
records,  on  file.  Midwest  Archeological  Center,  National  Park  Service, 
Lincoln. 


B-319 


10>300* 

IN**  10-74> 

UNITED  STATtS  DEPARTMENT  Ol-  THE  INTl-.RIOR 
'  NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


CONTINUATION  SHEET _ ITEM  NUMBER  9  PAGE  29 _ 

Johnson,  C.M. 

n.d.  Ceramic  materials  recovered  from  archeological  sites  located  along  the  east 
shore  of  Lake  Oahe:  1979  Investigations.  Jjn  A  cultural  Resource  survey  of 
the  east  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota,  compiled  and  edited  by  Carl  R. 
Falk  and  R.E.  Pepperl.  In  preparation  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  Omaha  District. 

Lehmer,  D.J. 

1971  Introduction  to  Middle  Missouri  Archeology.  Anthropological  Papers  1. 
National  Park  Service,  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior. 

Neuman,  R.W. 

1975  The  Sonota  complex  and  associated  sites  on  the  northern  Great  Plains. 
Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  Publications  in  Anthropology  6. 

Roetzel ,  K.A.,  and  N.L.  Woolworth 

1978  The  archeological  and  historical  survey  and  report  on  a  proposed  project 
near  Pollock  and  Herried,  South  Dakota.  Prepared  for  the  U.S.  Department 
of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Reclamation,  Upper  Missouri  Region. 

Sigstad,  J.S.,  and  J.K.  Sigstad,  eds. 

1973  Archeological  field  notes  of  W.H.  Over.  Research  Bui letin  1.  Office  of 
the  South  Dakota  State  Archeologist. 


B-320 


10-300* 
m««  tO-74i 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OK  THE  INTERIOR 
'  NATIONAL  PARK  S6RVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


CONTINUATION  SHEET  ITEM  NUMBER  10  PAGE  30 


GEOGRAPHICAL  DATA 

Universal  Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  grid  coordinates  are  provided  for  major  juncture 
points  around  the  district  margin,  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  district  and 
proceeding  clockwise  (see  Figure  2  above). 


Boundary 

Point 

Location 

Zone 

Easting 

(m) 

Northing 

(m) 

A 

shorel i ne 

lA 

397500 

5083900 

B 

shorel ine  at 
fence  corner 

lA 

399080 

5O839AO 

C 

fence  corner  at 
federal  boundary 

lA 

399080 

5083850 

D 

fence  1 ine  at 
federal  boundary 

lA 

397820 

5083540 

E 

shorel i ne 

1^ 

397520 

5083780 

Universal  Transverse  Mercator  coordinates  for  individual  sites  within  the  West  Pollock 
District  are  provided  in  Table  7* 

Verbal  Boundary  Description.  The  northern  boundary  of  the  West  Pollock  District 
extends  along  the  lake  shoreline  while  the  southern  margin  follows  the  U.S.  Government 
boundary  of  the  Lake  Oahe  project.  The  northwest  corner  of  the  district  (Point  A)  is 
on  the  tip  of  the  prominent  peninsula  at  the  eastern  edge  of  the  West  Pollock  Recreation 
Area  (Figure  2).  Proceeding  clockwise,  the  district  boundary  follows  the  shoreline  to 
Point  B  at  the  intersection  of  a  north-south  fence  with  the  lake  shore,  approximately 
1.6  km  (1.0  mi)  ^ast  of  Point  A.  From  Point  B,  the  district  margin  extends  south  along 
the  fence  to  Point  C  on  the  government  boundary,  roughly  50  m  south  of  the  lake  bank, 
and  then  follows  the  government  boundary  to  Point  D  on  the  fence  at  the  eastern  edge  of 
the  recreation  area.  The  boundary  then  extends  along  the  southwestern  edge  of  the 
terrace  point  to  the  lake  shore  (Point  E) ,  returning  to  Point  A. 
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Table  8.  Listing  of  Universal  Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  coordinates  for  boundaries  of 
individual  sites  within  the  proposed  West  Pollock  Archeological  District, 
Lake  Oahe  east  shore,  Campbell  County,  South  Dakota. 


Site  Number  and 

UTM  Coordinates 

(Zone  lA) 

Boundary  Point 

Easting  (m) 

Northing  (m) 

Site  39CA15 

399025 

5083930 

Site  39CA106 

east  end 

398800 

5083850 

west  end 

398420 

5083995 

Site  39CA107 

northwest  corner 

397890 

5083800 

west  edge 

397850 

5083750 

south  edge 

397860 

5083730 

northeast  corner 

397930 

5083760 

Site  39CA108 

northwest  corner 

397540 

5083860 

southwest  corner 

397540 

5083810 

south  edge 

397620 

5083800 

southeast  corner 

397790 

5083720 

northeast  corner 

397640 

5083860 
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1979 
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Nebraska  68583 

B-323 


Q  DESCRIPTION 


CONDITION 

CHECK  ONE 

CHECK  ONE 

^EXCELLENT 

_OETERIORATEO 

^UNALTERED 

^ORIGINAL  SITE 

ILcooo 

Bruins 

—ALTERED 

—MOVED  DATE . 

—FAIR 

— UNEXPOSEO 

DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE 
SUMMARY  DESCRIPTION 


The  proposed  Prehistoric  Earthlodge  Villages  Thematic  District  consists  of  five 
Native  American  sites.  Each  contains  verified  earthlodge  remains  or  has  been  identified 
as  a  village,  and  most  or  all  of  each  site  is  accessible  to  study  (Table  1).  The 
resources  of  this  district  are  linked  by  common  remains  and  culture-historical  relation¬ 
ships  rather  than  close  geographic  proximity.  Indeed,  the  five  sites  occupy  locations 
spread  along  a  straight-line  distance  of  more  than  80  miles  (Figure  1).  Out  of  86 
earthlodge  villages  recorded  within  the  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Project  area  prior  to 
inundation,  the  five  subject  sites  comprise  the  surviving,  relatively  intact  evidence 
of  what  was  once  the  most  visible  and  predominant  archeological  resource  of  the  Middle 
Missouri  valley.  Importantly  this  group  includes  both  the  wel 1 -known  river  terrace 
villages  as  well  as  sites  at  upper  elevations  which  are  unstudied  in  this  area. 

CONTEXT 

The  five  sites  in  the  proposed  village  district  have  been  known  locally  for  some 
time  and  were  formally  recorded  more  than  30  years  ago.  Professional  excavations  have 
been  initiated,  however,  at  only  one  of  these  sites.  The  principal  basis  for  the 
present  nomination  is  a  comprehensive  survey  (Class  III)  performed  in  1979  by  the 
University  of  Nebraska  for  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Omaha  District  (Falk  and 
Pepperl  1986).  An  intensive  pedestrian  survey  was  completed  for  all  federal  lands 
(ca.  32,110  ac)  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Oahe  (ca.  602  shoreline  mi),  extending 
between  the  Oahe  Dam  near  Pierre,  South  Dakota  and  the  North  Dakota  border,  a  distance 
of  approximately  150  river  miles.  Native  American  resources  inventoried  as  a  result  of 
the  1979  survey  consist  of  229  sites  and  137  isolated  specimen  locations.  The  inventory 
includes  nine  village  sites.  Most  of  these  have  been  affected  by  development  of  the 
lake,  resulting  in  varied  potentials  for  future  study  (see  Table  2). 

Previous  Investigations.  The  Middle  Missouri  archeological  subarea,  including  the 
Lake  Oahe  vicinity,  was  extensively  investigated  between  19^8  and  1969  as  part  of  the 
salvage  efforts  carried  out  by  the  Smithsonian  institution  (River  Basin  Surveys)  and 
others  prior  to  inundation  of  much  of  the  middle  segment  of  the  Missouri  River  valley 
by  mainstem  reservoirs  (see  e.g.,  Cooper  19^9a.  Cooper  and  Stevenson  1953)-  The  results 
of  this  work  are  synthesized  by  Lehmer  (1971).  During  this  period,  survey  ano  salvage 
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Table  1.  Summary  of  Native  American  sites  included  in  the  proposed  Prehistoric  Earthlodge 
Villages  Thematic  District,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 


FOR  NRS  USE  ONLY 
RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 


7  PAGE  2 


Site  No. 
(Name) 

Site  Description  and 
Taxonomic  Assignment 

Elev. 

(ft) 

Topograph i c 
Pos i t ion 

Area^ 

(Acres) 

Cul tura 1 
Level 
(cm  S . D . , 

39CA1 

(Vanderb i 1 t 

V i 1 1  age) 

unfortified  village;  surface  de¬ 
pressions  (22);  house  floor  (1), 
pits  (10),  midden  debris  in  cut- 
bank;  Extended  Middle  Missouri 

1620- 

1640 

river  terrace 
bluff  (MT-2) 
near  creek 
confluence 
(at  lake  bank) 

25 

0-125 

39CA3 

(Jones 

V i 1 1  age) 

unfortified  village;  surface  de¬ 
pressions  (5);  house  floors  (14), 
pits  and  other  features  (45), 
midden  in  cutbank;  Initial  and 
Extended  Middle  Missouri 

1620- 

1640 

river  terrace 
bluff  (MT-2) 
near  creek 
conf 1 uence 
(at  lake  bank) 

32 

0-250 

39SL15 

(unnamed) 

unfortified  ?  village;  surface 
debris;  partial  house  floor  and 
midden  debris  in  cutbank; 

Extended  Coalescent 

1620 

upper  bench  on 
south  slope  of 
ridge  (at  lake 
bank) 

23 

0-60 

39SL33 

(unnamed) 

village  ?;  surface  debris  and 
buried  deposits:  Extended 
Coalescent  7/Oneota  ? 

1680 

crest  of  ridge 
(south  edge 
near  rim  of 
river  valley) 

27 

0-45 

39WW203 
(Wa 1 th  Bay) 

unfortified  village;  surface 
depressions  and  stratified 
previllage  deposits;  Late 
pa leo- Ind ian.  Archaic,  and 
Extended  Coalescent 

1625 

river  te’"''3ce 
bluff  (MT-2) 
near  creek 
conf . uence 
(at  lake  bank) 

16 

ca.  0-200 

^Represents  area  within  proposed  property  boundaries,  including  observeo  surface  remains, 
exposed  cultural  deposits,  and  associated  topographic  feature.  Extensive  testing  needed 
to  define  village  margins  has  not  been  conducted. 
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0  ,  24 

MILES 

Figure  1.  General  locations  of  sites  included  in  the  Prehistoric  Earthlodge  Villages 
'i'hemaric  Di  ■strict.  Lake  Oaht.  Soutn  ^aKota. 
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Site  MuMmp 
and  Nam) 

^rior  Oaca  and  N«f«rencAS 

1979  Obsarvptions 

jni  t  6 

33SL15 

(unnARied ) 

4-S  Oaprassioni  and  lax  mound  aion^  carraca 
ad^a:  castad  (I9S3)>  matarials  racoverad 
at  0-1. S  ft  S.O.;  Extandad  Coaiaacant 
(LanaMr  1971).  (liald  racordi;  Cooper  1949, 
ynaalar  1953) 

possible  surface  and  subsurface  features 
in  353  X  752  m  area;  materials  at  O-6O 
cm  in  lake  bank;  Extended  Coalescent 
variant:  portion  of  site  appears  to  re¬ 
main  Intact  in  Little  Send  Recreation 

Area 

39SL33 

(uonamod) 

3  or  k  Midaly  spacad  dtpressions  on  hi9h 
’’id9t;  surfacA  <.oil«cc>on  (t9S3);  unas* 
ii9n«d  (fi«ld  records;  Cooper  l$49, 

WhcAler  1953) 

8  small  depressions  (probably  natural) 
and  debris  in  Sk2  x  760  m  area;  materials 
at  0*k0  cm  in  tests;  i ndetermi nate  Plains 
Village  variant;  entire  site  area  is 
accessible 

jn i t  I  / 
39**<203 
(u«l cr 

B«v) 

scraciMed  sice  and  villa9e;  excavation 

1970-1972  {Ahtar  cc  al.  197*»);  Peleo- 
indian.  Plains  Archaic,  and  Plains  Villa9e 
traditions;  sice  is  rapidly  erodin9  as 
doc^eeenced  in  1978  (Uescon,  Couidin9,  and 
Ahitr  1979);  30  depressions  in  75  x  200  yd 
area  reported  in  1952  (Held  records; 

Farrell  and  HoFfnan  1952) 

extensive  erosion  and  vandalism  were 
noted;  no  further  work  was  implemented 
and  no  materials  were  collected;  the 
site  is  subject  to  frequent  public  use  in 
the  WaUh  Sey  Recreation  Area 

•nit  li 

39MI 

(noorld9« 

Vi  1 l«ae) 

japression,  and  ndunds  (oa.  6  ac)  on  high 
terrace;  turfact  coi lections  (1949,  1953, 
1999.  1962);  unraportad  excavations;  Post 
Contact  Coaltscant  variant  (Ltbmar  I97I) 

(also  sea  Scronq  I940,  Wedal  I9SS, 

Parma  lea  1979) 

site  is  above  pool  but  most  of  the  area 
is  extremely  disturbed  by  pot  holes  end 
other  excavations;  Post  Contact  Coales¬ 
cent  variant;  much  of  this  site  is  out¬ 
side  Che  project  boundary 

jni:  2C 

39CAi. 

(Ancon 

Bygh) 

unfortified  vina9e;  excavated  (OoMrs 

I95S);  Extended  and  Pose  Contact  Coales- 
cent  variants  (Lehmer  1971) 

remaining  site  (IkO  x  1*25  m)  .may  be  burial 
erea  associated  with  the  inundated 
village;  one  burial  in  the  lake  bank  was 
salvaged,  others  in  the  area  had  appar¬ 
ently  been  vandalized;  Extended  and  Post 
Contact  Coalescent  variants 

Jni c  22 

39CA3 

(Jones 

Bay) 

unfortified  village  (25  x  200  yds)  on 
hign  bluff;  surface  coHection,  sketch  mep 
(I952);  Extended  Hiddle  ni-ssouri  (Lehmer 

1971)  (field  records;  Farrell  and  Hoffman 
>952) 

surface  and  subsurface  features  in  IQO  « 
500  m  area;  dense  deposits  of  materials 
and  features  (IS  house  floors  and  k8 
other  features)  at  0*2.5  m  $.0.  in  lake 
bank  end  tests;  Ini tiel/Extended  Hiddle 
Hissourl  variants;  portion  of  site  re* 
meins  accessible  but  is  being  extensively 
damaged  by  lake  shore  slLSRping  and 
vandal i sm 

39CA208 

(Helb) 

tillage  on  Iom  terrace;  recorded  I9^»  ^0 
houses  in  5  roMs;  Extended  Hiddle  Hissourl 
variant;  mapped  and  excavated  1969b  1972' 
1973;  only  k  houses  rcfeeined  above  the 
cut  bank  in  1978  and  were  heavily  damaged 
by  vandalism  (Weston,  Gouidln^,  and  Abler 

1979) 

this  site  has  been  largely  destroyed 
through  bank  slLiROing  and  vandalism.  it 
was  not  intensively  investigated  in  I979 

Jnit  23 
39CA2 
(Kaan 

Vi  1 i A9c) 

village  (200  x  200  <ds)  on  low  terrace  be* 
hind  Keen  farmhouse;  surface  collection 
(1952);  no  surface  features  noted;  Extended 
Hiddle  Hissouri  variant  (Lehmer  1971)  (field 
records;  Farrell  and  Hoffman  1952) 

several  cfust€r%  of  surface  materla/s  in 
199  X  360  m  area;  subsurface  materials  at 
0*30  cm  $.0.  in  tests;  much  of  surface  is 
cultivated  end  it  outside  project  boun¬ 
daries  but  Intact  deposits  are  on  project 
lend;  no  surface  features  ware  noted; 
Extended  Hiddle  Hissourl  variant 

Jnit  24 

33CA1 

Vandar* 

Si  1  t 

V i 1 1 A9« 1 

unfortified  village  (75  x  300  yds)  ca.  20 
houses  and  former  trading  pcs'  e.'ruce 

near  Andrew  Harsh  Creek;  surface  collection 
(I952);  Extended  Hiodie  nlssoun  variant 
(Lahmer  1971)  (field  records;  Farrell  and 
Hoffman  1952) 

22  surface  depressions  in  238  x  250  m 
'ww;  uense  meceriais  and  features  at 
0*125  cm  s.O.  m  1 axe  sanx;  excenaeo 
Hiddle  Hissouri  variant;  surface  is  un¬ 
disturbed  and  most  of  the  site  appears  to 
remain  accessible  but  is  actively  slump¬ 
ing  ac  Che  fake  shore 
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excavations  were  restricted  primarily  to  the  lower  river  terraces  that  were  to  be  inundated 
and  were  concentrated  on  the  extensive  Plains  Village  period  remains,  particularly  earth-  , 
lodge  villages.  In  fact,  most  (7^^)  of  the  318  resources  identified  by  the  Smithsonian 
program  within  the  full  Lake  Oahe  project  area  (North  and  South  Dakota)  were  associated 
with  earthlodge  villages.  More  recent  surveys  above  pool  level  have  reduced  this  bias  in 
the  inventory  along  the  eastern  shore  of  the  lake  in  South  Dakota  where  only  48%  (86  of 
179)  of  the  resources  recorded  prior  to  1979  were  village-related  remains.  In  this  area, 
however,  most  villages  were  simply  documented  through  small  surface  collections  or  limited 
testing;  few  records  include  sketch  maps  or  other  detailed  description.  Only  15  villages 
(17%)  were  investigated  through  major  salvage  excavations  (see  Table  3)*  With  one 
exception  (39WW203)i  the  previously  investigated  villages  are  now  inundated  or  have  been 
largely  destroyed  by  lake  shore  erosion  and  vandalism.  Importantly,  most  of  the  villages 
involved  variants  of  the  Coalescent  tradition  (A.D.  1400-1862)  and  only  two  representatives 
(39HU1  and  39CA208)  of  the  earlier  Middle  Missouri  tradition  (A.D.  900-1675)  were  investi¬ 
gated.  For  the  most  part,  known  Middle  Missouri  tradition  villages  are  distributed  either 
north  (Extended  variant)  or  south  (Initial  variant)  of  the  1979  survey  area  (cf .  Lehmer 
1971:64-105).  On  the  basis  of  prior  work.  Initial  variant  sites  would  not  be  expected  in 
the  area,  although  one  component  may  be  represented  (Johnson  1986)  at  the  un inves t igated 
Jones  Village  site  (39CA3)  which  remains  above  the  lake  shore.  Out  of  ten  previously 
known  Extended  variant  villages,  only  three  uninvestigated  sites  (39CA1 ,  39CA2,  and  39CA3) 
remain  amenable  to  continued  study  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Oahe  in  South  Dakota. 

Pre- i nundat ion  salvage  efforts  have  provided  extensive  information  on  earthlodge 
settlements  in  the  Middle  Missouri  area,  though  the  focus  and  methods  of  this  work,  com¬ 
pleted  more  than  20  years  ago,  have  limited  the  value  of  the  data  for  contemporary  and 
future  research  objectives.  More  recent  (I969~1973)t  post- i nundat ion  salvage  programs 
have  involved  controlled  methods  reflective  of  contemporary  standards  (e.g.,  explicit 
sampling  designs,  consistent  recovery  and  more  systematic  treatment  of  ecofactual  data) 
but  have  been  conducted  at  only  two  sites  in  the  east  bank  project  area,  39CA208  and 
39WW203  (Falk  and  Calabrese  1973.  Abler  et  al.  1974,  Falk  and  Abler  I986).  In  order 
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Table  3-  Major  salvage  excavations  at  earthlodge  villages  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Oahe, 
South  Dakota. 


S i te  No. 

(Name) 

Description;  Present  Status 

Major 

Field  Work 

Report  on  Excavations 

39CAA 

(Anton  Rygh) 

Fortified  (7);  10-12  ac:  Extended  and 
Post-Contact  Coalescent;  inundated 
(cemetery  7  at  lake  shore) 

1957-59: 

1963 

Bowers  1958;  Knudson, 

Moe  and  Bowers  1983 

39CA6 

(Bamble) 

fortified,  ca.  30  houses;  Post-Contact 
Coalescent;  inundated 

1956 

Baerreis  and  Dallman 

1961 

39CA208 

(Helb) 

fortified,  ca.  LO  houses;  Extended  and 
Terminal  7  Middle  Missouri;  at  lake 
shore,  largely  destroyed 

1969:  1972; 

1973 

Falk  and  Calabrese  1973; 
Falk  and  Ahler  I986 

39HUI 

(Thomas  Riggs) 

fortified,  ca.  20  houses;  Extended 

Middle  Missouri;  inundated 

1952;  1965 

Meleen  1969:  Hurt  1953; 
Johnson  1967 

39HU26 

(Spotted  Bear) 

Post-Contact  Coalescent;  inundated 

1953 

Hurt  1956 

39P03 

(Rosa) 

ca,  25  houses;  Post-Contact  Coalescent; 
inundated 

1957 

Hurt  1959 

39P07 

(Hosterman) 

fortified,  ca.  15  houses;  Extended 
Coalescent:  inundated 

1956 

Hiller  1966 

sgsL^f 

(Sully) 

250-300  houses;  Extended  and  Post- 
Contact  Coalescent;  inundated 

1956-58; 

1961-62 

none  (see  Bass  1962-- 
burial  data) 

39WWI 

(Mobridge) 

fortified  7,  ca.  35  ac;  Post-Contact 
Coalescent;  at  lake  shore,  largely 
destroyed 

1923;  1930; 
1968-70 

none  (see  Strong  igko; 
Wedel  1955) 

39UW2 

(Larson) 

fortified;  Post-Contact  Coalescent: 
i nundated 

I963-6A; 

1966 

none  (see  Falk  and 
Johnson  in  preparation) 

39WW3 

(Spi ry-Eklo) 

ca.  20  houses,  large  mounds;  Post- 
Contact  Coalescent;  inundated 

1956 

Baerreis  and  Oa liman 

1961 

39WW7 

(Swan  Creek) 

ca.  50-60  houses:  Extended  and  Post- 
Contact  Coalescent;  inundated 

1956-56 

Hurt  1957 

39WW10 
(Spi ry) 

Extended  Coalescent;  inundated 

1956 

Baerreis  and  Dallman. 

1961 

39WW203 
(Ual  th  Bay) 

unfortified,  .more  than  20  houses: 
stratified  mul  t  icomponents ;  Late  paleo- 
Indian,  Archaic,  Extended  Coalescent; 
at  lake  shore  in  recreation  area 

1970-72 

Ahler  et  al .  1976; 

Abler  1975a,  1975b; 

Falk  and  Ahler  I986 

39WW302 

(Payne) 

ca.  10  houses;  Extended  Coalescent: 
i  nundated 

1956 

Wllmeth  1958 
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for  the  existing  data  base  to  be  adequately  incorporated  into  present  and  future  research 
efforts,  it  is  important  that  surviving  villages  be  protected  for  further  study  through 
methods  and  technology,  as  well  as  conceptual  models,  not  developed  in  the  past. 

All  five  sites  in  the  proposed  thematic  district  were  formally  recorded  and  surface 
collected  during  visits  by  River  Basin  Surveys  personnel  between  19^9  and  1953  (see 
Table  1  above).  At  that  time,  limited  subsurface  testing  was  performed  at  site  39SL15. 
More  recently  major  excavations  have  been  conducted  at  the  Walth  Bay  site  (39WW203) . 

This  site  was  resur^eyed  and  mapped  by  W.R.  Wood,  S.A.  Ahler,  and  C.R.  Falk  in  1969. 
Limited  testing  in  1970  was  followed  by  an  intensive  subsurface  sampling  program  in  1971 
and  1972  (Ahler  et  al.  197^:  Ahler  1975a,  1975b;  Falk  and  Ahler  I986).  Continuing 
impacts  to  the  site  through  lake  bank  slumping,  vandalism,  and  recreation  use  have  been 
periodically  monitored  and  reported  (e.g.,  Weston  et  al.  1979) •  Importantly,  the  test 
sampling  at  Walth  Bay  has  provided  a  lengthy  (7,000  years)  stratigraphic  sequence  of 
environmental  (soils,  pollen)  and  cultural  data  that  will  assist  continued  studies  of 
Middle  Missouri  resources. 

Envi ronment.  The  Lake  Oahe  project  occupies  nearly  one-third  of  the  Middle  Missouri 
valley,  that  is,  the  middle  segment  of  the  Missouri  River  which  has  cut  a  deep,  narrow 
trench  through  the  eastern  glaciated  portion  of  the  Missouri  Plateau.  This  area  is  with¬ 
in  the  Northern  Plains  at  the  northern  extent  of  the  North  Central  Great  Plains 
(Fenneman  1931:72-75),  where  blockage  of  eastward  flowing  streams  by  glaciation  produced 
the  distinctive  Missouri  River  drainage  (Flint  1955:2).  Major  tributaries  occur  only 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river  valley,  with  minor  streams  occasionally  entering  from  the 
east,  or  left,  side.  The  valley  'trench'  is  characterized  by  a  zone  of  steep  'breaks' 
along  its  upper  margins  which  rise  300-600  ft  above  the  lower  zones  of  broad  grass- 
covered  terraces  and  forested  river  floodplain  below  (Lehmer  1971:50-53).  The  lower 
two  zones,  the  floodplain  and  youngest  terraces  labeled  MT-0  through  MT-2  (Coogan  and 
Irving  1959),  have  not  been  inundated  within  much  of  the  Middle  Missouri  area  by 
mainstem  reservoirs  such  as  Lake  Oahe.  In  the  Oahe  area,  the  former  valley  floor  rises 
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4  140  ft  in  el evat ion  (1 420  ft  to  1 56O  ft)  between  the  present  dam  axis  and  the  northern 

limit  of  the  survey  area  (North  Dakota-South  Dakota  border),  allowing  portions  of  the 
MT-2  terrace  to  remain  exposed  above  pool  level  In  the  upper  one-third  of  the  project 
north  of  Swan  Creek. 

Investigated  earth  lodge  villages,  which  provide  the  basis  for  definition  of  the 
Middle  Missouri  archeological  subarea,  were  characteristically  located  on  the  lowest 
river  terrace  (MT-1)  and  bottomlands  adjacent  to  the  river,  mostly  on  the  west,  or  right, 
bank  where  Lehmer  (1971:53)  suggests  that  more  than  60%  of  the  known  villages  were 
situated.  In  central  South  Dakota,  probably  the  area  of  most  extensive  investigations, 
these  river-edge  villages  now  lie  below  the  waters  of  Lake  Sharpe  (Big  Bend)  and  Lake 
Oahe.  Another  pattern  of  settlement  is  represented  by  villages  occupying  the  rim  of 
the  upper  (MT-2)  terrace  which  was  often  edged  by  deep  ravines  or  a  sheer  bluff  over¬ 
looking  the  valley  floor.  Surviving  villages  In  the  Oahe  survey  area  (left  bank)  and  in 
the  recently  surveyed  Big  Bend  area  (see  Falk,  Steinacher,  and  loom  1984,  Steinacher  and 
loom  1980,  Steinacher  I98I)  are  largely  those  on  the  MT-2  terrace.  In  the  proposed 
thematic  district,  sites  33CAI ,  39CA3 ,  and  39WW203  occur  at  or  near  the  MT-2  terrace 
edge  which  has  now  been  reduced  by  shoreline  erosion.  A  third  pattern  of  village 
settlement  at  higher  elevations  near  the  valley  rim  may  be  represented  in  the  Little 
Bend  area  of  Lake  Oahe  by  sites  39SL15  and  39SL33  which  comprise  the  remainder  of  the 
proposed  thematic  district  (also  see  proposed  Little  Bend  Archeological  District). 

While  earthlodge  settlements  scattered  at  the  rim  of  the  Missouri  valley  are  common  in 
the  Central  Plains,  this  pattern  is  little  explored  in  the  Middle  Missouri  area. 

If 

BOUNDARY  JUSTIFICATION 

The  proposed  thematic  district  is  designed  to  include  all  surviving  evidence  of 
prehistoric  earthlodge  settlement,  suited  to  controlled  scientific  study,  along  the 
former  Missouri  River  trench  within  the  Lake  Oahe  management  planning  area,  South  Dakota. 
The  presently  defined  unit  corresponds  with  the  limits  of  intensive  field  survey 
(federal  lands)  and  includes  all  remaining  earthlodge  sites  identified  during  the  1979 
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University  of  Nebraska  survey  of  the  east  shore  (left  bank)  of  the  lake,  extending  from 
the  northernmost  known  village  near  the  North  Dakota-South  Dakota  border  to  the  southern¬ 
most  villages  located  on  the  Little  Bend  peninsula,  a  straight-line  distance  of  more  than 
80  miles.  Four  of  the  nine  known  villages  within  this  area  are  excluded  from  the  present 
request  for  determination  of  eligibility.  These  sites  have  been  either  largely  destroyed 
(39CA4,  39CA208,  39WW1)  or  require  investigation  (39CA2)  outside  the  authorized  survey 
area.  Property  boundaries  of  nominated  resources,  for  which  protection  is  requested, 
correspond  with  the  extent  of  each  individual  site  required  for  research,  as  defined  by 
the  limits  of  cultural  remains  and  associated  topographic  features. 

DISTRICT  COMPOSITION 

The  proposed  earthlodge  villages  thematic  district  is  presently  composed  of  five 
Native  American  village  sites  which  contain  extensive  artifactual  debris  and,  in  most 
cases,,  a  variety  of  cultural  features  (see  Table  1  above).  With  the  exception  of  site 
39SL33,  artifactual  remains  are  primarily  associated  with  subsurface  deposits  and  surface 
debris  is  largely  absent,  making  identification  of  site  limits  tentative  pending 
intensive  investigation.  Multiple  lodges  and  associated  features  (e.g.,  storage  pits) 
at  sites  39CA1 ,  39CA3,  and  39WW203 ,  all  river-terrace  villages,  are  represented  by 
surface  depressions  as  well  as  profiles  exposed  in  the  eroded  lake  bank.  Cultural 
features  at  the  remaining  two  villages,  both  located  at  upper  valley  positions,  are  not 
well  defined.  At  least  one  lodge  probably  remains  at  site  39SL15.  based  on  evidence  in 
the  lake  bank,  while  the  types  of  features  present  at  site  39SL33  have  not  been 
specifically  identified..  Based  on  presently  available  information,  all  five 
sites  appear  to  be  unfortified  villages  which,  on  the  basis  of  ceramic  remains 
have  been  defined  as  prehistoric  components  of  the  Plains  Village  period,  including 
variants  of  the  Middle  Missouri  tradition  (ca.  A.D.  900-1550)  at  39CA1  and  39CA3 , 

Extended  Coalescent  components  (ca.  A.D.  1550-1675)  at  39SL15  and  39WW203,  and  an 
indeterminate  Plains  Village  tradition  component  at  39SL33. 
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While  the  Middle  Missouri  and  Coalescent  tradition  components  are  characteristic 

4 

village  occupations  of  the  Oahe  area,  several  anomalies  may  be  represented  at  nominated 
sites.  Multiple  village  occupations  may  be  present  at  39CA3,  including  an  Initial  Middle 
Missouri  (ca.  A.D.  900-1400)  component  which  could  be  considered  geographically  intrusive, 
given  present  understandings.  Sites  39SL15  and  39SL33  are  uncharacteristic  in  several 
respects  and  may  be  more  closely  related  to  village  occupations  known  further  to  the 
south  or  those  located  outside  the  river  trench.  Both  sites  occupy  positions  well  above 
the  typically  low  elevations  of  area  villages.  The  scattered  nature  of  features  reported 
by  earlier  surveys  at  these  sites  also  differs  from  the  more  well-known  compact, 
clustered  organization  of  previously  investigated  villages  in  the  river  valley.  The 
ceramic  assemblage  at  39SL33  has  similarities  to  Coalescent  materials  but  may  also  be 
related  to  manifestations  (e.g.,  Oneota)  known  primarily  outside  the  river  trench.  Multiple 
stratified  components  are  recognized  at  site  39WW203,  including  previllage  remains,  which 
cover  much  of  the  known  prehistory  of  the  area.  Related  sequences  of  deposits  are 
possible  at  other  village  sites  but  have  yet  to  be  clearly  identified  in  the  region. 

Following  are  descriptive  summaries  of  each  of  the  five  village  sites  based  on  field 
and  archival  data  recorded  during  the  1979  University  of  Nebraska  survey. 

Site  39CA1  (Vanderbilt  Village).  Twenty  "house  rings"  within  an  area  of  75  x  300 
yds  (69  X  274  m)  were  initially  recorded  during  the  1952  pre- inundat ion  survey  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  (Farrell  and  Hoffman  1952a).  Field  records  indicate  the  village 
was  thought  to  be  unfortified  and  that  the  former  Vanderbilt  trading  post  had  also  been 
located  in  the  vicinity.  A  small  sample  of  lithics  and  ceramics  was  collected  but  the 
site  was  not  further  investigated.  Presently,  the  village  is  situated  at  1620-1640  ft 
elevation  on  a  narrow  pen  insula  ■  (MT-2  terrace)  bordered  by  Andrew  Marsh  Creek  on  the  east, 
and  the  lake  shore  along  the  south  and  west  (Figure  2).  Twenty-two  surface  depressions 
and  various  features  exposed  in  the  lake  bank  were  recorded  during  the  1979  investigation 
(Figure  3).  Surface  debris  is  absenc  within  the  principal,  heavily  vegetated  area 
(Figure  4)  of  the  site  (ca.  240  x  250  m) ,  though  extensive  materials,  including  patinated 
lithics,  were  recovered  through  investigation  of  lake  bank  features  at  the  southwestern 
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Figure  3-  Contour  map  of  archeological  site  39CAI  (Vanderbilt  Village)  showing  survey 
observations  and  proposed  property  boundaries,  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore 
Survey,  Campbell  County,  South  Dakota. 
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Figure  4.  Photographs  of  site  39CAI.  A)  View  facing  north;  surface  depression  is 

flagged  in  foreground,  raised  terrace  edge  is  in  front  of  tree  in  background 
;'UNL  -leg.  No.  23-22).  3)  View  '.sc'ng  jouth  ‘award  -nao  '■■ration  5  near  cluster 
of  surface  depressions  ^UNL  Neg.  No.  20-30/. 
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margin  of  the  tcrace  remnant  (Table  4).  Based  on  surface  evidence  and  one  controlled 

4 

test,  more  limited  materials  can  also  be  expected  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  peninsula 
which  extends  more  than  300  m  east  of  the  area  defined  by  surface  features.  Data  from 
the  2.4  to  5  m  high  lake  cutbank  (Figure  5)  indicate  that  cultural  deposits  in  the  western 
area  of  the  site  extend  to  125  cm  below  the  surface  and  consist  of  a  nearly  continuous 
midden  (ca.  5“40  cm  S.D.)  in  addition  to  many  features.  Profile  investigations  were  com¬ 
pleted  for  one  house  floor  (House  11)  and  10  pits  (Features  1-10)  exposed  in  the  lake  bank. 
Waterscreen  processing  of  feature  matrix  produced  a  number  of  materials,  including  ceramics, 
chipped  stone  and  ground  stone  tools  (Table  5),  bone  tools  (Table  6),  unmodified  vertebrate 
faunal  remains  (19  taxonomic  groupings;  see  Falk  1986),  and  a  variety  of  other  debris  such 
as  shell,  seed  pods,  pigment,  ash,  daub,  and  carbon  samples.  Two  wood  charcoal  samples 
from  the  floor  of  House  II  were  submitted  for  radiocarbon  analysis  and  yielded  uncorrectei' 
dates  of  A.D.  1350  and  A.D.  1355  (see  Table  7).  These  dates  are  compatible  with  the 
Extended  Middle  Missouri  variant  classification  (A.D.  1100-1550)  that  has  been  made  (Johnson 
1986: 1D3;  Lehmer  1971:67)  based  on  the  ceramic  assemblages  from  the  site. 

Site  39CA3  (Jones  Village).  A  "series  of  unfortified  house  rings"  within  an  area  of 
25  X  200  yards  (23  x  183  m)  was  recorded  in  1952  during  the  pre- i nundat ion  survey  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  (Farrell  and  Hoffman  1952b).  Two  specimens  were  collected  but  the 
site  was  not  further  investigated.  The  remaining  village  area  identified  during  the  1979 
University  of  Nebraska  survey  is  situated  at  1620-1640  ft  elevation  along  the  edge  of  the 
broad,  level  MT-2  terrace  (Figure  6)  which  is  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  No  Sweat  Creek 
(Jones  Bay)  and  forms  a  vertical  bluff  along  its  northwestern  margin  at  the  present  lake 

^  shore  (Figure  7A) .  Ample  evidence  of  vandalism  (potholes,  spoil  dirt)  was  noted  in  the 
surface  and  lake  cutbank  (Figure  7B) .  Five  surface  depressions  and  extensive  exposure  of 
subsurface  midden  and  features  (house  floors,  storage  pits,  hearths)  representing  at  least 
19  lodges  were  recorded  within  an  area  roughly  100  x  500  m  during  the  1979  investigation 
(Figure  8).  Four  controlled  tests,  located  beyond  the  area  of  observed  surface  depressions, 
each  produced  considerable  artifactual  materials,  extending  1-2  m  in  depth,  as  well  as 


S-337 


tatmlM  t0-)00« 
iMa*  10-74» 

UNITtDSTATtSDtPARTMLNTOh  THblNll.RIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NRS  USE  ONLY 
RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 


CONTI  NUATION  SHEET 


ITEM  NUMBER 


7  page  1 5 


Table  4.  Summary  distribution  of  cultural  materials  recovered  from  archeological  site  39CA1  (Vanderbilt 
Village)  during  the  1973  Investigation;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Chipped  Stone 

Ground 

Cer- 

Bone 

Unmod. 

’  Total 

Provenience 

Tool  s 

Debris^ 

Stone 

amics 

Tool  s 

Unmod. 

Cl  inker 

FCR 

Other 

Surface 

Cat.  Nos.  9,10 

2 

2 

Nos.  11,12 

9 

ll5('tk) 

325 

1271 

4 

28 

X 

1752 

Control  led  Test  I 

Cat.  Nos.  I3'I8 

2 

2 

1 

5 

House  1 1 

Cat.  Nos.  25-33 

17 

93  ('•9) 

1 

647 

355 

20 

222 

X 

1355 

Features 

Cat.  No.  19.  Feature  2 

Cat.  No.  20,  Feature  4 

9 

225(21) 

It 

725 

I 

3903 

18 

254 

X 

5138 

1 

Cat.  No.  21,  Feature  5 

2 

13(6) 

2 

60 

2 

199 

2 

X 

280 

Cat.  No.  22  i  23,  Feature  6 

6 

137(22) 

5 

645 

2 

2084 

20 

72 

X 

2971 

Cat.  No.  2k,  Features  9,111 

1 

TT* 

1 

20 

221 

1 

TT 

1 

5S0 

X 

245 

Total 

- 

2423 

T  ■ 

3035 

ll.7f»9 

^Total  chipped  stone  debitage  (and  patinated  specimens)  are  Indicated. 

^Indicates  presence  of  shell,  seed  pods,  pigment,  ash,  fired  clay,  daub  and  burned  earth. 
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Figure  5.  Photographs  of  site  39CA1 .  A)  View  facing  east  of  House  11  in  lake  cutbank 
-It  'iOuthwesr  'orner  of  ''iMaqe  fUNL  Neq.  No.  .  3)  Profile  of 

Feature  6  (straight-sided  pit)  in  ia>e  cutbank  'UNL  Neg.  No.  40-7). 
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T*bl«  5.  Sumnary  of  chipped  and  ground  atone  tool*  recovered  fro*  archeological 
site  39CAI  (Vanderbilt  Village);  1979  invea tigatlon,  Labe  Oahe  East 
Shore  Survey,  South  Dekote. 


Descriptive 

Tool  Category 

Catalog  Number 
(Provenience) 

Stone  Type 
(Frequency) 

CHIPPED  stone  tools 

1.  triangular  bifaca. 

12 

(beach) 

Knl  fd  Ri  wr  ft  Int^ 

complete 

3.  double-notched  biface. 

23 

(Feature  6;  bank  slump) 

light  brown  chalcedony 

complete 

2S 

(House  II;  bank  slump) 

smpoth  gray  TRSS  (3) 

2S 

(House  II;  bank  slirnip) 

burnt  chalcedony 

5,  double- notched  bifaca. 

22 

(Feature:  b<nk  profile) 

smpoth  grey  TRSS 

haf^  element 

6.  double-notched  bifaca. 

19 

(Feature  2;  bank  slump) 

Kni fd  Rt vcf  ft int 

blade 

9.  bifaca,  pointed  frag- 

19 

(Feature  2;  bank  slump) 

jasper/ehert 

merit 

23 

(Feature  6;  bank  slimip) 

Knife  River  flint 

2S 

(House  It;  bank  slump) 

ftooQth  9rty  TRSS 

25 

(House  II;  bank  slump) 

Knife  River  FI  Int 

14.  Irregular  bifaca 

12 

(beach) 

Knife  River  flint* 

Kni  fe  River  ft  int* 

23 

(Feature  6;  bank  slump) 

2S 

(House  II;  bank  slump) 

Knife  River  flint 

IS.  endscraper,  complete 

12 

(beach) 

Kni  fe  River  fl  Int* 

25 

(House  I);  bank  slump) 

Knife  River  flint 

2S 

(House  II;  bank  slump) 

dark  brown  chalcedony 

22.  single-notched  b I  face. 

21 

(Feature  5:  bank  profile 

jasper/chert 

ha4f  element 

50~65cri  SeO. ) 

24.  beak 

25 

(House  II;  bank  slump) 

Kni  fe  River  fl  int 

25.  edge  ground  flake 

25 

(House  II;  bank  slump) 

Knifd  River  ft int 

26.  flake  perforator 

12 

(beach) 

Knife  River  flint* 

27.  unfinished  arrow  point 

12 

(beach) 

Knife  River  flint 

29,  retouched  flake 

12 

(beach) 

jasper/ehert* 

12 

(beach) 

Knl fe  River  fl int* 

12 

(beach) 

Knife  River  flint 

12 

(beach) 

Flettop  chelcedony* 

19 

(Feature  2;  bank  slump) 

smooth  grey  TRSS*  (2) 

19  (Feature  2;  bank  slump) 

smpoth  grey  TRSS 

19 

(Feature  2;  bank  slump) 

Knife  River  fllnt^ 

25 

(House  II;  bank  slump) 

coarse  rad  TRSS 

25 

(House  II;  bank  slump) 

sal  Id  quartzite 

25 

(House  II;  bank  slump) 

dark  brown  chalcedony 

25 

(House  II;  bank  slump) 

Knife  River  flint  (3) 

31.  core  tool 

19 

(Feature  2;  bank  slump) 

Jasper/ehert* 

36.  rectangular  uni  face/ 

21 

(Feature  5:  bank  profile 

Knife  River  flint* 

bl  face 

50-65C*  S.O.) 

GROUND  STONE  TOOLS 

19 

(Feature  2;  bank  slump) 

clinker  (4) 

21 

(Feature  5;  bank  profile 

clinker  (2) 

22 

50-65em  S.O.) 

(Feature  6;  bank  profile) 

el  Inker 

23 

(Feature  6;  bank  slump) 

clinker  (4) 

25 

(House  II;  benk  slump) 

clinker 

'ftSS  •  ■^onoue  River 


Mndicetes  petinated  soeeifwens. 
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Table  6.  Taxonomic  and  element  identifications  for  modified  vertebrate  specimens  recovered  from 
site  39CA1  during  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Catalog 

Number 

Taxon 

Element 

Comment 

11 

B! son  bi son 
{b I  son ) 

scapula:  right 

specimen  complete:  scapula 
digging  tool  (len.  287  mm, 
width  III  mm,  thick  57  mm) 

12 

Branta  canadensis 
(Canada  goose) 

radius:  left  proximal 

specimen  complete;  function 
unknown  (preform?)  (len. 

139  mm) 

Anas  sp.  (7) 

(nia  1  lard,  pintail 

ulna:  right  distal 

Specimen  complete;  manufactur¬ 
ing  debris  (len.  19  mm) 

group 

BI  son  bl son 
(bison) 

rib;  unsIded  shaft 
fragment 

specimen  incomplete;  spilt 
rib  spatulate  form  (len. 

88  nn,  width  15  mn,  thick 

6  mm) 

rib:  unsided  shaft 
fra^nent 

specimen  Incomplete;  split  rib 
flaking  (7)  tool  (len.  13' 
im,  width  16  im,  thick  6  mm) 

scapula:  unsided  blade 
f ragmenc 

specimen  incomplete;  function 
unknown  (len.  61  mm,  width 

23  tim,  thick  8  mm) 

rib  (7):  unsided  shaft 
fragment 

specimen  incomplete;  split  rib 
flaking  (7)  tool  (len,  38  mm 
width  18  mm,  thick  6  mm) 

19 

BI  son  bl  son 

scapula:  unsIded 
spine  fragment 

specimen  incomplete;  awl  or 
punch  (len.  1ii5  nm,  width  27 
mm,  thick  10  mm) 

21 

BI son  bison 
(bison) 

rib:  unsided  shaft 
fragment 

specimen  Incomplete;  awl  or 
punch  (len.  55  imm.  width  11 
mm,  thick  4  im) 

scapula;  unsided 
spine  fragment 

specimen  incomplete;  awl  or 
punch  (len.  211  nw,  width 

24  mm,  thick  14  mm) 

22 

Odocoi leus  sp./ 

Anti  locapra  amerl- 
cana  (deer/prong¬ 
horn) 

metapodial:  unsided 
di stal 

specimen  complete;  awl 

(len.  64  im,  width  20  mm, 
thick  13  mm) 

23 

Can! s  sp. 

(vJolf,  dog) 

2nd  (7)  metatarsal: 
right  distal 

specimen  complete;  manufactur¬ 
ing  debris  (ien.  15  mm) 

Mtm  N«  10- WO* 

(K*«  10-74« 

UNITED  STATES  OtPARTMtNT  Oh  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


CONTINUATION  SHEET  ITEM  NUMBER  7  RAGE 


Table  6.  Taxonmic  and  elenent  identifications  for  modified  vertebrate  specimens  recovered  ''row 
Site  39CA]  during  the  1979  Leke  Oahe  Cast  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota  (concluded). 


Catalog 

Number 

Taxon 

EleaMnt 

Caamint 

23 

Bison  bison 
(bison) 

rib:  unsIded  shaft 
fragsMnt 

specimen  incomplete:  partially 
burned,  split  rib  awl, 
flaking  tool  (7);  specimen 
refit  with  Item  from  cat. 
no.  25  to  form  complete 
tool  (len.  182  am,  width 

Ik  mm,  thick.  6  iim) 

25 

Carvus  elaous/Odo 
col leus  SD. 

(tMpi  tl/daer) 

antler:  unsided 
fragment 

specimen  Incomplete,  burned 
decorative  Itam  (Ian.  3^ 
mm,  width  5  n*,  thick  3  mm) 

Odocol leus  SD./ 
Antllocaora  amerl- 
cane  (deer/prong- 
horn) 

tnetapodlal  (7):  unsided 
fragment 

specimen  complete,  burned;  awl 
(len.  39  mm,  width  10  mm 
thick  8  nin) 

Bison  bl son 
(bison) 

rib:  unsided  shaft 
fra9aent 

specimen  coaiplete;  split  rib 
spatulate,  ero^d;  function 
unknown:  (len.  97  nm,  width 
12  mm,  thick  5  mm) 

rib:  unsidad  shaft 
fragments  (3) 

specimen  Incomplete;  split  rib 
tool,  function  unknown; 
burned  (specimen  frag* 
mentad) 

scapula:  left  blade 
fragment 

spaclamn  Incomplata;  scapula 
digging  tool  (len.  118  im, 
width  87  mm,  thick  8  mm) 

25 

Bison  bison  17) 

(bison) 

diaphysia  fragaant 

speciman  Ineompleta;  preform 
or  manufacturing  debris 
len.  8)  tea,  width  38  ima, 
thick  9  aaa) 

28 

Bl  son  bl  son 
(bl  son) 

thoracic  vertebra: 
dorsal  spine 

speclawn  coaiplete;  spilt  spine 
tool,  function  unknown 
(len.  187  am,  width  26  mm, 
thick  8  mm) 
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Table  7.  SuimiarY  of  combined  radiocarbon  samples  and  dates  ob  lined  from  House  II  (floor)  located  In  the  lake 
cutbank  at  archeological  site  39CAI  (Vanderbilt  Village),  Campbell  County,  South  Dakota. 


Sample 

Number 

Ca  ta 1 og 

Number  Weight 

Surface 

Depth 

Distance  from 

East  Wall 

Lab  Number ‘ 

Age 

(Years) 

Date 

Combined 

Sample 

Number  S 

UGa-3355 

600t60  8.P. 

A.D.  1350 

1 

26 

1  .Ogm 

1 .02m 

.  1 7m 

2 

27 

.l*gm 

1 .03m 

.62ffl 

3 

28 

1 .  Igm 

.88m 

.79m 

i> 

29 

2 . 8gm 

.93m 

.91m 

5 

30 

3.8gm 

.87m 

1.03m 

Comb i ned 

Sample 

Number  6 

UGa-3356 

595iI05  B.P. 

A.D.  1355 

6 

31 

2.9gm 

1 .06m 

zone  from  3.38m 

to  3.62m 

7 

32 

1  .Sgm 

.96m 

i|.2m 

8 

33 

.  7gm 

1  .05m 

8.0m 

'UGa- Uni  vers i ty 

of  Georgia, 

Center  for  Applied 

Isotope  Studies. 
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Figure  6.  Topographic  map  showing  the  location  of  site  39CA3  (Jones  Village)  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  Lake  Oahe,  Campbell  County,  South  Dakota  (U.S.G.S.  7-5' 
Pollock  SE  quadrangle). 
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Figure  7.  Photographs  of  site  39CA3-  A)  General  view  facing  southwest;  fence  at  left 

lb  oroDosed  eastern  prooerty  boundary  'UNL  Neg.  No.  35-2A)  .  3)  View  'acinr; 

southwest  of  vandal  backoirt  at  terrace  edge  (UNL  Neg.  No.  30-26). 
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^  evidence  of  two  pit  features  (Test  3)-  Test  locations,  the  lake  bank  edge  (Figure  9) »  af't* 
surface  depressions  (Figure  lO)  were  mapped.  But,  given  the  difficulty  of  recording  surfc-ce 
observations  due  to  tall  clover  obscuring  much  of  the  site,  the  principal  attention  of 
the  1979  survey  was  focused  on  documenting  the  rapidly  eroding  features  in  the  lake  bank 
(Figure  11).  A  dense  midden  (ca.  0-50  cm  S.D.),  as  well  as  fourteen  house  floors  and  43 
features,  including  straight-sided  and  undercut  pits,  hearths,  and  post  molds  were 
recorded  at  depths  extending  to  2.5  m  in  the  lake  cutbank  (Table  8).  A  relatively  large 
inventory  of  artifactual  materials,  including  patinated  lithics  (Table  9),  was  recovered 
through  limited  controlled  investigations  of  feature  profiles  and  bank  slump  (waterscreen 
recovery)  and  test  squares  (dry-screen  recovery).  In  addition  to  unmodified  vertebrate 
faunal  remains  (12  taxonomic  groupings;  see  Falk  198'6)»  chipped  stone  debris,  and 
ceramics,  which  together  represent  the  bulk  of  the  assemblage,  a  variety  of  chipped  stone 
and  ground  stone  tools  (Table  10),  bone  tools  (Table  11),  and  other  miscellaneous 
materials  were  recovered.  Radiocarbon  analysis  of  four  carbon  samples  from  three  house 
floors  yielded  uncorrected  dates  ranging  from  A.D.  905  and  A.D.  9^0  to  A.D.  1240  and  A.D. 
1615  (Table  12).  These  pairs  of  earlier  and  somewhat  later  dates  may  reflect  the 
possibility  that  the  village  contains  two  separate  cultural  components,  as  suggested  by 
taxonomic  assessment  of  the  rather  unusual  ceramic  assemblage  at  Jones  Bay.  The 
Extended  (A.D,  1100-1550)  and  possibly  the  Initial  (A.D.  900-1400),  variants  of  the  Middle 
Missouri  tradition  appear  to  be  represented  by  the  ceramics,  a  cul tural -hi storical  situa¬ 
tion  not  expected  in  this  portion  of  the  trench  (Johnson  1986: 1 06-1 D1 3) . 

^  S  i  te  39SL1 5.  A  "small  earthlodge  village"  comprised  of  four  or  five  depressions 

scattered  along  the  edge  of  the  high  terrace,  and  a  low  mound  at  the  eastern  end  of  this 
alignment,  was  initially  identified  in  1949  during  the  pre- inundat ion  survey  by  the 

,  Smithsonian  Institution  (Cooper  19^9b).  A  single  subsurface  test  (3  ft  square)  was 

excavated  in  1953,  producing  cultural  materials  0-1.0  ft  below  surface,  but  the  site  was 
determined  not  to  warrant  further  attention  during  the  pre-construction  survey  (Wheeler 
1953a).  The  intensive  survey  by  the  University  of  Nebraska  in  1979  found  the  site  area 
described  by  the  Smithsonian  to  remain  above  pool  level  on  a  broad,  level  terrace 
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Figure  9.  Photographs  of  site  39CA3.  A)  View  facing  northeast  along  lake  cutbank  (UNL 
Neg.'No.  30-27).  B)  View  facing  southwest  along  lake  cutbank  (UNL  Neg.  No. 
30-23)  . 
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Figure  10.  Photographs  of  site  39CA3.  A)  View  facing  northwest  toward  depression 
(House  1)  at  lake  bank  (UNL  Neg.  No.  30-21).  B)  View  facing  south  from 
lake  bank  toward  unnumbered  surface  aeoression  iUNL  Neg.  No.  30-24/. 


B-349 


tmm  No  10  )00* 

IM*.  10- 741 

UNITLD STATtS OtPARTMLNTO^  THh  INII.RSOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


Figure  11.  Photographs  of  site  39CA3.  A)  Profile  of  Feature  11  (pit  of  indet.  form) 
in  lake  bank  fUNL  Neg .  No.  43-10).  B)  Profile  of  Feature  25  (pit  of 
indet.  form)  in  lake  bank  (.UNL  Neg.  No.  ■42-32). 
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Description  of  cultural  features  exposed  in  the  lake  cutbank  at  39CA3  (Jones  Village)  during  the 
1979  investigation;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Field 

Number 

Catalog 

Ntanber 

•  Description 

Surface 

Depth 

(meters) 

Feature 

Dimensions 

(meters) 

Di stance 
from  Datum' 
(meters) 

Segment 

NE  of  Former 

Road  (ca.  30m  length) 

1 

Its 

bone  in  dark  soil  zone 
(20cm  thick) 

0.65 

2 

119 

bone 

0.60 

3 

120 

bone  (at  road) 

0.60 

Segment 

_A  (O-kOm) 

FkO 

97 

former  road  cut  at  bank 

surface 

Start  segment 
measurements 

F39 

96 

post  mold  (charcoal  on  face) 

0.25  (top) 

0.85  (base) 

k.05 

6 

H13 

112 

base  of  cultural  debris 
(above  caliche  1  eve  1 ) 

house  floor;  west  end 
house  floor;  middle 
house  floor;  middle 
house  floor;  NE  end 
post 

1 .00 

I.IO  (base) 

1.00  (base) 

0.55  (top) 

0.90  (base) 
1.00-1.50 

7.2  (length) 

1*3.00 

40.00 

35.80 

NOTE:  Catalog  numbers  and  feature  numbers  are  indicated  on  site  map.  Features  are  listed  in  sequence  of  obser¬ 
vation  proceeding  from  north  to  south  along  the  lake  cutbank. 

'Datum  for  coordinating  systematic  measurement  of  exposed  profile  *«s  established  at  north  end  of  the  site  (Cat. 
No.  97)  and  wes  tied-in  to  other  mapping-stations;  beginning  and  end  points  of  each  arbitrary  segment  were  also 
r  piotted. 
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Field 

Number 

Catalog 

Number 

Descrirtion 

Surface 

Depth 

(meters) 

Feature 

Dimensions 

(meters) 

Distance 
from  Datum^ 
(meters) 

Segment 

F38 

_5  (UO-63m) 

95 

ash  and  debri s 

0.55  (top) 

0.80  (base) 

0,70  (width) 

43.90 

f37 

S'* 

ash  and  dehri« 

0.52  (top) 

0.55  (base) 

0.80  (width) 

45.00 

E36 

93 

ash  and  debris 

0.40  (top) 

0.54  (base) 

1.30  (width) 

49.00 

f35 

12 

92 

pit;  undetermined  form 

ash  lense;  west  end 
ash  lense;  east  end 

0.35  (midden  top) 
1.05  (base) 

0.45-0.63 

0.50 

2.00  (width) 

53,00 

57.50 

Segment 

_C  (63-93m) 

HI 

k9 

house  floor;  north  end 
(screened  slump) 

• 

16.50  (length) 

72.50 

P6t 

- 

hearth  In  house  floor 
(not  plotted) 

1,15-1.32 

1.25  (width) 

• 

P42 

98 

post  mold  at  east  corner 
(not  plotted) 

2.20  (base) 

0.20  (diam.) 

• 

16 

50 

wood  sample  from  post 

- 

- 

HI 

<•9 

house  floor;  south  end 

1.30 

89.00 
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K 

■ 

Table 

8.  Description  of  cultural  features  exposed 

1979  investigation;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore 

in  the  lake  cutbank 
Survey,  South  Dakota 

at  39CA3  (Jones  Village)  during  the 
(cone inued) . 

Field 

Number 

Catalog 

Number 

Oescr  ipt  ion 

Surface 

Depth 

(meters) 

Feature 
Dimenst ions 
(meters) 

Distance 
from  Datum^ 

(meters) 

3.30  (diani.)  95-00 

I.IO  (width  at  140.00 

base) 

154.30 

191.00 

0.95  (diam.)  200.30 


1.42  (width)  236.10 

1.40  (width)  240.70 

242.10 


FI 

68 

burned  earth 

0.55 

0.60 

(top) 

(base) 

F3 

69 

undercut  pit  (dark  fill  at  base; 
ash,  dense  bone) 

1.50 

1.90 

(top) 

(base) 

Sc<ifnenc 

E  (I43*2l0m) 

20 

121 

wood  post 

0.70- 

1.08 

F4 

- 

pit;  undetermined  form 

F5 

70 

pit;  undetermined  form 

1.25 

1.65 

(top) 

(base) 

Segment 

_F  (210-260m) 

F43 

61 

pit  vandalized;  undetermined 
form  in  HI2  (slump  screened) 

- 

F4l 

59.60 

undercut  pit;  rock  lined 
(slump  screened) 

0.95 

2.18 

(top) 

(base) 

F4i* 

60,62 

undercut  pit  (slump  screened) 

0.95 

1.85 

(top) 

(base) 

F45 

63 

straight- sided  pit;  dense 
debr is  fill 

0.85 

1.45 

(top) 

(base) 
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Table 

S.  Description  of  cultural  features  exposed 

1379  investigation:  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore 

in  the  lake  cutbank 
Survey,  South  Dakota 

at  39CA3  (Jones  Village) 
(cont  inued) . 

during  the 

rield 

Number 

Catalog 

Number 

Description 

Surface 

Depth 

(meters) 

Feature 

Dimensions 

(meters) 

Di stance 
from  Dattan^ 
(meters) 

27 

- 

apparent  level  of  ash/charcoal 
between  F7  and  F45 

- 

- 

• 

n 

71 

undercut  pit 

1.25  (top) 

2.05  (base) 

I.IO  (diam.) 

246.70 

f8 

72 

pit:  undetermined  form 

1.15  (top) 

2.00  (base) 

1.40  (diam.) 

251.20 

H3 

52 

house  floor;  north  end;  material 
from  backfill  (vandal) 
house  floor;  center 
house  floor;  south  end 

I. 10-1. 50 

7.50  (length) 

255.50 

263.00 

31 

Segment 

•  ash  lense  at  base  of  midden 

_G  (260- 3 20m) 

0.70 

F9 

73 

undercut  pit 

0.95  (top) 

1 . 60  (ba  se ) 

1.00  (diam.) 

268.00 

F1)6 

99 

small  basin-shaped  pit  (ash) 

0.65  (top) 

1.00  (base) 

0.75  (width) 

269.30 

Hl| 

108 

house  floor;  center 

1.50  (base) 

282.00 

FIO 

7A 

ash  basin 

1.10-1 .15 

1.70  (diam.) 

293.10 

FA  7 

64 

pit:  undetermined  form  with  ash 
and  charcoal  lense 

I. 35-1. 60 

0.50 

298.00 

FI  1 

75 

pit;  undetermined  form 

0.80  (top) 

1.35  (base) 

1.45  (diam.) 

300.80 
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Table  8.  Description  of  cultural  features  exposed  in  the  lake  cutbank  at  39CA3  (Jones  Village)  during  the 
1979  investigation;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota  (continued). 


Field 

Humber 

Catalog 

Nianber 

Description 

Surface 

Depth 

(meters) 

Feature 

Dimensions 

(meters) 

Distance 
from  Datum^ 
(meters) 

H5 

5k 

house  floor 

1.75 

1.95 

312.10 

FkS 

- 

pit;  undetermined  form  (in  H5) 

1.75  (top) 

2.75  (base) 

1.20  (diam.) 

311.00 

F62 

- 

house. floor;  hearth 

1.95 

312.10 

FI  2 

58 

pit;  undetermined  form  (rock 
and  bone  debris) 

0.90  (top) 

1.70  (base) 

319.00 

MS 

5k 

house  floor;  south  end  (tvN> 
charred  posts—wood  sample) 

HIk 

Segment 

113 

_H  (320-380m) 

house  floor  (burned) 

1.10 

320.15 

Flk 

76 

pit:  undetermined  form  (rock 
lined  with  bone  debris) 

0.80  (top) 
l.kO  (base) 

0.95  (diam.) 

326.70 

FI19 

100 

undercut  pit  (no  fill) 

I.IO  (top) 

1.70  (base) 

0.75  (diam.) 

327. kO 

F50 

101 

smal 1 ,  undercut  pit 

0.90  (top) 
l.kO  (base) 

O.kO  (diam.) 

328.00 

FI  5 

77 

undercut  pit 

1.05  (top) 

1.70  (base) 

0.75  (diam.) 

329.70 

FI  6 

78 

straight'sided  pit  (ash  fill) 

0.90  (top) 

1.20  (ba  se ) 

0.30  (diam.) 

331.00 
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Table  8.  Description  of  cultural  features  exposed  In  the  lake  cutbank  at  39CA3  (Jones  Village)  during  the 
1979  investigation;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota  (continued). 


Field 

Number 

Catalog 

Number 

Oescr ipt ion 

Surface 

Depth 

(meters) 

Feature 

Dimensions 

(meters) 

01  stance 
from  Datum* 
(meters) 

h6 

55 

house  floor  (burned  roof/floor) 
post  (15on  diam.)  at  35cm  below 
floor  and  1.3m  south  of  north 
edge.  South  edge  may  represent 
two  houses 

1.05 

(top) 

Ik. 00  (length) 

335.00 

F5I 

67 

undercut  pit  (in  H6) 
house  floor  at  pit 

2.30 

1.50 

(base) 

1 .00  (dIam. ) 

339.00 

h6 

house  floor;  south  end 

- 

369.00 

F52 

65 

undercut  pit  (dense  charcoal, 
ash,  bone-- including  dog) 

0.95 

1.55 

(top) 

(base) 

353.00 

P53 

102 

undercut  pit  (partially  exposed) 

0.55 

1.60 

(top) 

(base) 

0.50  (diam.) 

353.70 

HI  5 

57 

house  floor;  north  end  (burned) 
house  floor;  south  end 

1.50 

3-70  (length) 

357.00 

360.70 

FI  8 

79 

bone  lense  (depressed) 

0.90 

1.07 

(top) 

(base) 

1.20  (width) 

366.90 

F19 

80 

large,  undercut  pit  (slianped); 
dense  bohe,  rock 

2.50 

(base) 

1.20  (diam.) 

370.80 

F20 

81 

pit;  undetermined  form  (slumped) 

1.95 

2.1*5 

(top) 

(base) 

• 

372.50 
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Table  8.  Description  of  cultural  features  exposed  in  the  lake  cutbank  at  39CA3  (Jones  Village)  during  the 
1979  investigation;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota  (continued). 


Field 

Number 

Catalog 

Number 

Description 

Surface 

Depth 

(meters) 

Feature 

Dimensions 

(meters) 

Distance 
from  Oatum^ 
(meters) 

Segment 

(380-kk0m) 

F2I 

82 

undercut  pit 

1.30  (top) 

2.05  (base) 

1.20  (diam. ) 

388.60 

F22 

83 

large  pit;  undetermined  form 
(dense  bone  and  rock) 

1.05  (top) 

1.70  (base) 

1 .60  (diam.) 

393.25 

F23 

86 

bone  lense  and  rock 

0.75  (lop) 

0.95  (base) 

** 

397.35 

F2«l 

85 

basin-shaped  pit;  ash  fill 

0.85  (top) 

1.27  (base) 

1.80  (diam.) 

406.00 

F5A 

103 

undercut  pit 

1.35  (top) 

2.00  (ba  se ) 

0.80  (diam.) 

• 

63 

- 

bone  lense  between  F25  and 
above  F3k 

1 .05-1.30 

• 

6k 

- 

bone  lense  adjacent  to  F5k  (con¬ 
tains  dog  skuH"roasting  pit?) 

• 

• 

F25 

86 

pit;  undetermined  form  (filled 
with  rock) 

1.15  (top) 

1.75  (base) 

2.00  (diam.) 

414.00 

F26 

87 

bone  lense 

1.15-l.k0 

10.70  (length) 

419.00 

F27 

88 

pit?  (base  of  trash  fill) 

1.65  (top) 

2.20  (base) 

420.00 

8-357 
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Table  8.  Description  of  cultural  features  exposed  in  the  lake  cutbenk  at  39CA3  (Jones  Villaqe)  during  the 
1979  investigation;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey.  South  Dakota  (continued). 


Surface 

Feature 

Di stance 

Field 

Catalog 

Depth 

.Dimensions 

from  Oatum^ 

Number 

Number 

Oescript ion 

(meters) 

(meters) 

(meters) 

H7 

109 

house  floor;  north  edge 

- 

9.00  (length) 

k31.00 

house  floor;  south  end 

- 

kkO.OO 

F55 

lOk 

undercut  pit;  house  floor 

1.95  (top) 

k3t.79 

(In  H7) 

2.80  (base) 

Segment 

_J  (Itk0-k90m) 

F30 

89 

basin- shaped  pit/hearth 

1.00  (top) 

1.20  (base) 

1 .00  (diam.) 

450.50 

F56 

105 

post 

0.50-1.35 

0.25  (Midth) 

462.70 

F57 

106 

undercut  pit  (also  base  of 

0.90  (top) 

1.00  (diam.) 

449.50 

midden) 

1.70  (base) 

h8 

no 

house  floor,  north  end 

0.75-1.70  (midden) 

7.60  (length) 

457.40 

house  floor;  south  end 

465.00 

H9 

III 

house  floor  (burned);  north  end 

• 

11.11  (length) 

473.89 

house  floor;  south  end 

1.70  (lop) 

485.00 

Segment 

Jt  (k90-580m) 

HID 

56 

house  floor;  north  end  (carbon 

1.60  (top) 

8.00  (length) 

523.20 

sample  from  beams  at  center  of 
floor) 

house  floor;  south  end 

1.50  (top) 

531.20 

F58 

107 

pit;  undetermined  form  with  char- 

1.50  (too) 

523.90 

coal  (edge  of  HIO) 

2.25  (base) 

F31 

90 

burned  area 

0.li5*0.55 

0.35  (Midth) 

542.20 

F32 

91 

bone  concentration 

0.70-1 .00 

0.50  (Midth) 

569.30 

79 

122 

bone 

0.65 

- 

90 

123 

bone  (at  gully  on- south  edge  of 

0.60 

- 

site) 

MOTE:  Catalog  nunbcrs  and  feature  numbers  are  indicated  on  site  map.  Features  are  listed  In  sequence  of  obser¬ 
vation  proceeding  from  north  to  south  along  the  lake  cutbank. 


^Oatum  for  coordinating  systematic  measurement  of  exposed  profile  Mas  established  at  north  end  of  the  site  (Cat. 
Mo.  97)  and  Mas  tied-in  to  other  mapping- scat  ions;  beginning  and  end  points  of  each  arbitrary  segment  »mre  also 
plotted. 


B-358 


tmmttm  I0-900* 

(Ha*  10  741 

UNITED  ST  Alts  DEPARTMENT  Ol-  THE  INTI.KIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  S€RVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NPS  UK  ONLY 
RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 


CONTI  NU  ATION  SHEET 


ITEM  NUMBER 


7  PAGE  36 


♦ 


Table  9.  Suimary  distribution  of  cultural  materials  recovered  from  archeological  sice  39CA3  (Jones  Village) 
during  the  1979  investigation;  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Oakota. 


Proven ience 
and  Cat.  No. 

Chipped  Stone 

Ground 

Scone 

Cer¬ 

amics 

Bone 

Unmod, 
Cl  inker 

FCR 

Other* 

Total 

Tool  s 

Cores  Debris  Total* 

Hod. 

Unmod. 

Beach 

6 

2 

5 

3A 

2 

9 

X 

58 

Control  led  Test 

■  1  ■' 

6 

139(6) 

A  73 

2 

1251 

A 

IA9 

X 

202A 

2 

10 

5A(II) 

l6d£ 

6 

2A7A 

9 

352 

X 

3067 

3 

5 

IA8(38) 

389 

1170 

3 

101 

X 

1816 

A 

1 

33(10) 

106 

1 

2A73 

1 

126 

X 

27AI 

House 

1 

1 

9 

753 

A 

X 

767 

2/12 

23 

317(259) 

3 

678 

5 

6980 

18 

65A 

X 

8678 

3 

1 

30 

A 

35 

feature 

12 

1 

1 

Al/AA 

Al 

1  598 

5 

683 

6 

3  52  A 

15 

616 

X 

SA89 

A3 

2 

22 

59 

390 

1A3 

X 

616 

51 

1 

1 

52 

60 

60 

59  (Test  3) 

27 

322(13) 

A 

1165 

3 

A05A 

10 

317 

X 

5902 

60  (Test  3) 

5 

25 

172 

17 

219 

Total s 

-llT 

1  I6k0(^8) 

IT"  “ 

35nr 

29 

23310 

60 

2H79 

3IA7A 

‘Total  chipped  stone  flaking  debris  (and  patinated  specimens)  are  Indicated. 


^Indicates  presence  of  shell,  seed  pod,  scat,  ash,  fired  clay,  daub,  burned  earth,  and  pigment. 
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Table  10. 


S«*trnarv  of  chipped  and  ground  stone  tools  recovered  from  archeo¬ 
logical  site  39CA3  (Jones  Village):  1979  Investigation,  Lake  Oahe 
East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Descriptive 
Tool  Category 


Catalog  Number 
(Provenience) 


2.  triangular  bIface, 
proximal  fragment 


3..  double-notched  b  I  face, 
ccmplete  (projectile) 


4.  double-notched  bi face, 
proximal  fragment  (pro¬ 
jectile) 

6.  double-notched  biface, 
blade  element  (projectile) 

9.  biface,  pointed  fragment 


to  (Test  1;  50-S0cm  S.D.) 

17  (Test  2;  60-75em  S.D.) 

18  (Test  2;  75-90cm  S.D.) 
26  (Test  3;  30-45cm  S.D.) 
35  (Test  3-«eature  59; 

65-l80cffl  S.D.) 

Ii2  (Test  k;  )5-90cm  S.D.) 


1  (surface) 

19  (Test  2;  90-105cm  S.D.) 
35  (Test  3-feature  59; 

I65-I80cm  S.D.) 

35  (Test  3-Feature  59; 

l65-)80cm  S.D.) 

51  (House  2;  bank  slump) 

51  (House  2;  bank  slump) 

51  (House  2;  bank  slump) 

51  (House  2:  bank  slump) 

62  (feature  kki  bank  slump) 

62  (feature  kki  bank  slump) 

62  (feature  kki  bank  slump) 

62  (feature  kki  bank  slump) 

32  (Test  3;  I20-I35cm  S-D-) 


1  (surface) 

2k  (Test  3;  0-1 5cm  S.D.) 

36  (Test  3-Feature  59; 

180-195em  S.D.) 

51  (House  2;  bank  slump) 

51  (House  2;  bank  slump) 

62  (feature  kki  bank  slump) 


Knife  River  fl int* 
Knife  River  f 1 int 
Knife  River  f 1 int 
Knife  River  f 1 int 
Knife  River  f 1 Int 

1 Ight  brown 
chalcedony^ 

Knife  River  f I int 
Knife  River  f 1 int^ 
Knife  River  f 1  int^ 

Knife  River  fl  int^ 

Knife  River  fl int* 
Knife  River  f 1  int* 
Knife  River  fl int* 
ja sper/chert* 

Knife  River  f 1 int 
Knife  River  f  1  int* 
Knife  River  f 1 int* 
ja sper/chert 

jasper/chert 


course  red  TRSS 


Knife  River  fl  int 
Knife  River  f I  int* 

Knife  River  fl  int* 
Knife  River  f 1 int* 
Knife  River  fl  int 


11.  ovoid  biface,  fragment  35  (Test  3-Feature  59;  Knife  River  flint 

I65-I80cm  S.D.) 

51  (House  2;  bank  slump)  Knife  River  flint 

52  (house  3;  backfill)  Knife  River  flint 

67  (Feature  5I:  ca.  230cm  5.0.)  Knife  River  flint 


NOTE:  TRSS  -  Tongue  River  silicified  sediment. 
*lndicartes  patinated  specimens. 
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Table  10.  Sunmary  of  chipped  and  ground  stone  tools  recovered  from  archeo¬ 
logical  site  39CA3  (Jones  Village)  (continued). 


Oescr  ipt  ive 

Catalog  Number 

Stone 

Tool  Category 

(Provenience) 

Type 

12. 

biface  segment 

19  (Test  2;  90-l05cin  S.O.) 

61  (feature  43:  bank  slump) 

62  (feature  44;  bank  slump) 

jasper/chert 

Knife  River  f 1 int 
clear/grey  chalce¬ 
dony 

13. 

bIface,  edge  fragment 

10  (Test  1;  50-60cm  S.O.) 

18  (Test  2;  75*90cffl  S.O.) 

36  (Test  3*feature  59; 
I80-I95cm  S.O.) 

Knife  River  f 1 int^ 
Knife  River  f 1 int 
Knife  River  f 1 Int^ 

l<t. 

irregular  bIface 

60  (features  41  and  44; 
bank  slunp) 

62  (feature  44;  bank  sluro) 

62  (feature  44;  bank  slump) 

Knife  River  fl Int 

Knife  River  fl int 
Knife  River  flint 

15. 

endscraper,  complete 

1  (surface) 

1  (surface) 

18  (Test  2:  75-90cm  S.O.) 

35  (Test  3-Peature  59; 

I65-I80cm  S.O.) 

35  (Test  3-feature  59; 
I65-I80cm  S.O.) 

35  (Test  3-feature  59; 

I65-I80cm  S.O.) 

36  (Test  3-feature  59; 

I80-I95cm  S.O.) 

51  (House  2;  bank  slump) 

62  (feature  44;  bank  slump) 

Knife  River  f 1 int 
Knife  River  f I int 
Knife  River  fl  int 
Knife  River  fl int^ 

Kn i fe  River  flint 
(4  specimens) 
Jasper/chert 

1 ight  brown  chal¬ 
cedony 

Kni  fe  River  f  1  Int^ 
Knife  River  f 1 int 

16. 

endscraper,  distal 
fragment 

1  (surface) 

10  (Test  1;  50-60cmS.0.) 

Knife  River  flint^ 
Knife  River  f 1 int 

17. 

endscraper,  longitudinal 
fragment 

35  (Test  3-feature  59; 
I65-I80cra  S.O.) 

Kni  fe  River  f  1  Int^ 

It 

18. 

endscraper,  other  fra^* 
menc 

35  (Test  3-feature  59; 

I65-I80cm  S.O.) 

49  (House  1;  bank  slump) 

jasper/chert^ 

Kni fe  River  f 1 int* 

19. 

bifacial ly  retouched 
tabular  stone 

51  (House  2;  bank  slump) 

clear/grey  chalce¬ 
dony* 

* 

20. 

single-notched  biface, 

Comp  1 e  te 

18  (Test  2;  75-90emS.O.) 

36  (Test  3-feature  59; 
I80-I95cm  S.O.) 

flattop  chalcedony 
dark  brown  chalce¬ 
dony 
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Tabic  10.  Suawary  of  chipped  and  ground  stone  tools  recovered  fron  archeo¬ 
logical  site  39CA3  (Jones  Village)  (continued). 


Descriptive 

Tool  Category 

Catalog  Number 
(Provenience) 

Stone 

Type 

24.  beak 

51 

(House  2:  bank  slunp) 

Kn Ife  River  f  1  Int 

25.  edge  ground  flake 

18 

(Test  2;  75-90cm  s.O.) 

Kn Ife  River  f1  Int* 

51 

(House  2;  bank  slump) 

Knife  River  fl  int* 

62 

(Feature  44;  bank  slump) 

clear/grey  chalce¬ 
dony 

62 

(Feature  44;  bank  slump) 

Knife  River  fl int 

26.  flake  perforator 

51 

(House  2;  bank  slump) 

Kn  ife  River  f  1  int* 

27.  unfinished  arrow  point 

35 

(Test  3-Feature  59; 
I65-I80cm  S.O.) 

quartz i te 

60 

(Features  41  and  44; 
bank  slump) 

Kr  'fe  River  f  1  int 

29.  Other  retouched/util  ited 

1 

(surface) 

Kn  ife  River  f  i  int 

flakes 

9 

(Test  1;  40-50cm  $.0.) 

Knife  River  fl  int* 

10 

(Test  1;  50-60cm  s.O.j 

Kn  ife  River  f  I  Int 

11 

(Test  1;  60- 70cm  S.O.) 

Kn  ife  River  f  1  int* 

19 

(Test  2;  90-105cm  s.O.) 

Knife  River  fl  int 

27 

(Test  3;  45-60cm  s.O.) 

.  Jasper/ehert* 

34 

(Test  3-Feature  59: 
I50-I65cm  S.O.) 

Kn  ife  River  f  1  int 

35 

(Test  3-Feature  59: 
165-I80em  S.O.) 

.  Jasper/che'-t 

35 

(Test  3-Feature  59: 
I65'l80cm  S.O.) 

Kn  ife  River  flint 
(6  specimens) 

35 

(Test  3-Feature  59: 
I65-I80cm  s.O.) 

Kn  ife  River  f  1  int* 

51 

(House  2;  bank  slump) 

Kn i fe  R iver  f  1  int* 
(8  specimens) 

51 

(House  2:  bank  slump) 

,  Jasper/chert* 

59 

(Feature  41;  bank  slump) 

clear/grey  chalce¬ 
dony 

62 

(Feature  44;  bank  slump) 

smooth  grey  TRSS 

62 

(Feature  44;  bank  slump) 

clear/grey  chalce¬ 
dony 

(4  specimens) 

62 

(Feature  44;  bank  slump) 

Kn i fe  River  f  1  in t 
(7  specimens) 

62 

(Feature  44;  bank  slump) 

Kn i fe  River  f 1 Int* 
(8  specimens) 

3)  .  core  tool 

18 

(Test  2;  75-90em  S.O.) 

local  basalt 

51 

(House  2;  bank  slump) 

Kn i fe  River  f  1  int* 

51 

(House  2;  bank  slump) 

Jasper/chert 

62 

(Feature  44;  bank  slump) 

clear/grey  chalce- 

dony^ 
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Table  10.  Sutnmary  of  chipped  and  ground  stone  toools  recovered  front  archeo* 
logical  site  39CA3  (Jones  Village)  (concluded). 


Descriptive 

Tool  Category 

Catalog  Number 
(provenience) 

Stone 

Type 

31a.  Core,  non-tool 

62 

(Feature  kk;  bank  slump) 

Knife  River  f  1  int 

36.  rectangular  un  1  f ace/b I f ace 

29 

(Test  3:  75-90em  S.D.) 

Knife  River  fl lnt‘ 

'36 

(Test  3-Feature  59: 
I80-I95cm  S.D.) 

Jasper/chert 

60 

(Features  41  and  44; 
bank  slump) 

Kn  ife  River  flint 

60 

(Features  41  and  44; 
bank  slump) 

Knife  River  fl  lnt‘ 

61 

(Feature  43:  bank  slump) 

Knife  River  fl  lit 

62 

(Feature  44;  bank  slump) 

Knife  River  fl  liu‘ 
(3  specimens) 

Jk.  unpattsrned  ground  stone 

3 

(beach- House  9) 

cl  inker 

tool 

35 

(Test  3-Feature  59: 
I65-I8OC-  S.D.' 

cl  inker 
(3  tr^^cimens) 

51 

(House  2;  floor) 

cl  inker 
(2  specimens) 

62 

(Feature  44;  bank  slump) 

cl  inker 
(4  specimens) 

35'  cel t/cei t  blank 

35 

(Test  3-Feature  59; 
I65-I80cm  S.D.) 

gran  t  cc 

51 

(House  2;  floor) 

basal t 

38.  grooved  maul  form 

1 

(beach;  general) 

gran  i  te 

2 

(House  6;  beach) 

gran!  te 
(3  specimens) 

62 

(Feature  44;  bank  slump) 

gran i te 

MOTE:  TRSS  «  Tongue  River  silicified  sediment, 
r  ‘indicates  patinated  specimens. 
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Table  11.  Taxonomic  and  element  identifications  for  modified  vertebrate  specimens  recovered  from 
site  39CA3  during  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Catalog 

Number 

Taxon 

Element 

Comment 

1 

Hammalla  (Bison 
bison?) 

compact  bone 

specimen  complete;  fishhook 
(len.  57  mm,  width  27  ™n, 
thick  10  inn) 

9 

Bison  bison 

Mamma  1 i a 

scapula:  left?  anterior 
border  fragment 

diaphysis  fragment 

specimen  incomplete;  scapula 
digging  tool  fragment?  (len. 
8l  mm,  width  45  mm,  thick 

5  mm) 

specimen  complete;  awl  (len. 

56  nin,  width  9  mm,  thick 

2  inn) 

n 

81  son  bi son 
(b  i  son ) 

tibia:  left  diaphysis 

specimen  Incomplete;  distal  end 
of  punch  or  gouging  tool 
(len, 112  mm,  width  36  mm) 

19 

B 1  son  b 1  son 
(bi son) 

rib:  unsided  shaft 
fragment 

specimen  complete;  flaking 
tool?  (len.  198  mm,  width 

24  mm,  thick  15  inn) 

:o 

BI  son  bi son 
(bison) 

tibia:  right  di stal , 
lateral  fragment 

specimen  incomplete;  fragment  of 
punch  or  gouging  tool  (len. 
117  mm,  width  38  mm,  thick 

10  mm) 

35 

B 1  son  b  i  son 
(bi son) 

scapula:  left,  neck  and 
anterior  border 

specimen  incomplete;  scapula 
digging  tool  fragment  (len. 

201  mm,  width  98  mm,  thick 

33  mm) 

scapula;  right,  anterior 
border 

specimen  incomplete;  scapula 
digging  tool  fra'gment  (len. 
223  mm,  width  50  mm,  thick 

22  mm) 

46 

Bison  bison 
[bTson) 

rib:  unsided  shaft 
fragment 

specimen  Incomplete;  split 
rib  flaking  tool  (len, 

32  mm,  width  13  mn,  thick 

7  mm) 

51 

8 1  son  b  1  son 
(bTson) 

rib:  unsIded  shaft 
segment 

specimen  Incomplete;  awl  or 
punch  (len.  104  mm,  width 

23  mm,  thick  i3  mm) 

rib:  unsided  shaft 
fragment 

specimen  complete;  split  rib 
flaking  tool  (len.  92  mm, 
width  19  mm,  thick  9  mm) 

rib:  unsided  shaft 
fragment 

specimen  Incomplete;  spilt  rib 
tool  fragment,  function  un¬ 
known  (len.  35  mm,  width 

16  mm  thick  7  'ntil 
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Table  n.  Taxonomic  and  element  identifications  for  modified  vertebrate  specimens  recovered  from 
site  39CA3  during  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota  (concluded). 


Catalog 

Number  Taxon  Element  Comment 


51 

52 


81  son  bi son 
TbTsonl 

BI son  bl son 
(bTsonl 


59 


BI  son  bl son 
(bi son) 


62 


Bl son  b I  son 
(b  i  son ) 


humerus:  left  proximal , 
head 

rib;  unsIded  shaft 
segment 

rib:  unsided  shaft 


scapula:  right  proximal 


scapula:  right  distal, 
posterior  border 


scapula;  left,  posterior 
border  fragment 


scapula:  unsIded  blade 
fragment 


specimen  complete:  abrading  or 
graining  tool  (len.  128  mm, 
width  97  mm,  thick  66  itm) 

specimen  incomp iete;  punch  or 
awl  (len.  185  mm,  width  30 
mm,  thick  1 1  mm) 

specimen  incomplete;  split  rib 
awl  (len.  78  mm,  width  12  mm 
thick  7  mm) 

specimen  incomplete;  scapula 
digging  tooi  fragment  (len. 
213  mm,  width  93  mm,  thick 
51  mm) 

specimen  incomplete;  scapula 
digging  tool  fragment  (len. 
152  tim,  width  Ikl  nri,  thick 
16  rm) 

specimen  complete  (7);  punch 
or  flaking  tool  manufactured 
from  broken  digging  tool 
(len.  13**  inn,  width  36  mm, 
thick  1 5  mm) 

specimen  Incomplete;  cutting  (7) 
tool  (len.  51  mm,  width  32 
mm,  thick  5  mm) 
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Table  12.  Summary  of  radiocarbon  dates  obtained  on  charcoal  san^les 
from  features  located  in  the  lake  cutbank  of  archeological 
site  39CA3  (Jones  Village),  Campbell  County,  South  Dakota. 


Cat. 

No. 

Sample 

Location 

Lab 

No.  ^  ‘ 

Age 

(Date) 

Associated 

Ceramics 

53 

House  3;  northern 
edge  of  house 
floor  (A2.3g) 

UGa-3357 

710*65  B.P. 
(A.D.  1240) 

Ini ti al /Extended 
Middle  Missouri 
1550) 

(?) 

(A.D. 900- 

56 

House  10;  middle 
of  house  floor 
(15. Ig) 

UGa-3358 

1045*65  B.P. 
(A.D.  905) 

Initial/Extended. 
Middle  Missouri 
1550) 

(?) 

(A. 0.900- 

57 

House  15;  middle 
of  house  floor 
(10. Og) 

UGa-3359 

335*90  B.P. 
(A.D.  1615) 

Ini tial /Extended 
Middle  Missouri 
1550) 

(?) 

(A.D. 900- 

57 

House  15;  middle 
of  house  floor 
(10. Og) 

UGa-3360 

1010±95  B.P. 
(A.D.  940) 

Ini tial /Extended 
Middle  Missouri 
1550) 

(?) 

(A.D. 900- 

^UGa  ■  University  of  Georgia,  Center  for  Applied  Isotope  Studies. 
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^  peninsula  at  1620  ft  elevation,  but  covered  in  areas  by  roads  and  camper  pads  of  the  Little 
Bend  Recreation  Area  (Figure  12).  The  "low  mound",  described  by  the  Smithsonian  as  bein 
located  40  yds  (37  m)  southwest  of  the  easternmost  depression,  was  identified  near  the 
present  lake  shore.  A  nearby  depression  (probably  the  easternmost  one  described  by  the 
Smithsonian),  a  smaller  mound,  and  a  scatter  of  surface  debris  (125  x  752  m)  extending 
across  the  entire  width  of  the  peninsula  were  also  recorded  during  the  1979  survey 
(Figure  13).  A  sample  of  artifactual  materials  (Table  13)  was  recovered  through 
controlled  surface  collecting  and  profile  investigation  of  the  lake  cutbank  (Figure  14). 

The  inventory  includes  tool  forms  (endscraper,  core  hammerstone,  and  bone  punch  or  awl), 
lithic  debris  (including  patinated  specimens),  ceramics,  unmodified  vertebrate  faunal 
remains  (four  taxonomic  groupings;  see  Falk  1986),  and  miscellaneous  materials  such  as 
clinker,  fire-cracked  rock,  and  shell.  Post  molds,  probably  representing  a  partial 
house  floor  (House  1),  and  scattered  midden  debris  were  recorded  at  O-6O  cm  below  surface 

in  the  bank  profiles.  Ceramic  assemblages  from  the  site  suggest  it  is  assignable  to 

the  Extended  variant  (A.O.  1550-1675)  of  the  Coalescent  tradition  (Lehmer  1971:117; 

Johnson  1986:1021-1022). 

Based  on  the  results  of  the  1979  investigation,  a  request  for  determination  of 
National  Register  eligibility  was  prepared  (Falk  and  Pepperl  1982,  Pepperl  and  Falk  1982a, 
1982b)  for  site  39SL15  and  two  other  sites  located  on  the  Little  Bend  peninsula  (see 
proposed  Little  Bend  Archeological  Oistrict).  National  Register-oriented  documentation 
and  testing  was  then  authorized  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers  in  1982.  Investigations 

^  carried  out  by  a  consulting  firm  found  recorded  surface  features  to  be  of  natural  origin 

but  established  that  substantial  subsurface  deposits  are  present  in  the  southeastern 
portion  of  the  site  and  scattered  subsurface  remains  extend  more  than  80  m  north  of  the 
^  present  shoreline  (Winham  and  Lueck  1983).  On  the  basis  of  this  work,  Winham  and  Lueck 
suggest  that  an  earlier  occupation  at  AO  cm  S.D.,  possibly  preceramic,  may  underlie  the 
the  Plains  Village  period  component,  adding  to  the  importance  of  the  site  (1983:278, 

283,  306).  The  possibility  of  an  occupation  sequence  would,  indeed,  be  of  interest  for 
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Figure  12.  Topographic  map  showing  the  location  of  site  39SL15  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
Lake  Oahe,  Sully  County,  South  Dakota  (U.S.G.S.  7-5'  No  Heart  Creek  SW 
auadranq 1 e) . 
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Figure  13.  Contour  map  of  archeological  site  39SL15  showing  survey  observations  and 
proposed  property  boundaries,  1979  Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  Sully 
County,  South  Dakota. 
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Table  13.  Summary  distribution  of  cultural  materials  recovered  from 
archeological  site  39SL15  during  the  1979  bake  Oahe  East 
Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Specimen  Frequenc 

ies  per  Provenience  Unit 

Specimen  Category 

Control  led 
Surface 

Control ied 
Profile 

Total 

Chipped  Stone 

Tool  s 

1 

1 

Cores 

4 

4 

Debris  (Patinated) 

40  (5) 

18  (4) 

58  (9) 

Ground  Stone 

1 

1 

Ceramics 

58 

16 

74 

Bone 

Modified 

1 

1 

Unmodi f ied 

64 

66 

130 

Cl  inker 

1 

1 

2 

Fi  re-cracked  Rock 

4 

2 

6 

Other  (Shell) 

3 

4 

7 

Total 

174 

110 

284 

NOTE:  horizontal  distribution  of  materials  is  indicated  on  the  site 

map.  Vertical  distributions  (lake  bank)  are  summarized  below. 

A.  Plotted  locations  (0-30cm  S.O.):  chipped  stone  tool  (30cm;  not 
recovered);  flaking  debris  (10-30cm);  ceramics  (lOcm);  bone  (10- 
25cm) . 

B.  Controlled  Profile;  House  1  (0-60cm  S.D.):  materials  within  post- 
holes  recovered  as  single  unit  and  include:  ceramics,  chipped  stone 
tool,  flaking  debris,  bone,  fire-cracked  rock,  clinker,  and  shell. 

C.  Controlled  Profile  1  (0-1. 2m  S.D.);  chipped  stone  core  and  bone 
fragments  (0-20cm)  not  recovered. 

0.  Controlled  Profile  2  (0-1. Om  S.D.):  ceramics,  flaking  debris,  and 
bone  (0-25cm) . 

E.  Controlled  Profile  3  (0-2. Om  S.D.);  ceramics  and  modified  bone 
(60cm};  flaking  debris  (0-25cm) ;  bone  (5"35cm);  fire-cracked  rock 
(50cm) . 
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comparison  with  stratified  pre-village  deposits  known  to  underlie  the  Extended 
Coal'escent  village  at  Walth  Bay,  the  only  example  of  such  deposits  presently  recognized 
in  the  survey  area  (see  39WW203  discussion  below). 

Site  39SL33*  A  "small  earthlodge  village"  consisting  of  a  number  of  scattered 
depressions  was  initially  identified  in  19^9  during  the  pre- inundat ion  survey  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  (Cooper  l9A9c).  Five  lithic  an<d  ceramic  specimens  were 
collected  during  a  return  visit  in  1953  (Wheeler  1953b).  No  further  work  was  deemed 
necessary  given  the  site's  elevation,  high  above  the  impact  area.  The  intensive  survey 
by  the  University  of  Nebraska  in  1979  identified  scattered  depressions,  as  described 
by  the  Smithsonian,  associated  with  extensive  debris  along  the  edge  of  the  high  (1680 
ft  elevation)  southwest-facing  ridge  which  connects  the  Little  Bend  peninsula  with  the 
adjacent  uplands  at  the  rim  of  the  valley  (Figure  15).  A  number  of  small  depressions 
(Features  1-6)  and  observed  surface  materials  were  mapped  within  an  area  roughly 
150  x  760  m  (Figure  16).  Two  test  squares  (1  x  1  m) ,  excavated  within  the  area  of 
observed  surface  scatter,  indicate  buried  cultural  deposits  extend  to  kS  cm  below 
surface.  Probe  tests  of  the  depressions  suggest  these  features  are  probably  not 
lodge  locations.  The  nature  and  extent  of  materials  at  this  site,  however,  are 
compatible  with  that  of  a  relatively  intensive  Plains  Village  period  occupation,  such 
as  a  village  settlement,  and  suggests  that  subsurface  features,  though  unverified,  can 
be  expected.  The  recovered  Inventory  (Table  14)  includes  chipped  stone  tools  (Table  15), 
a  groundstone  tool  (core-hammerstone) ,  lithic  debris  (seven  are  patinated),  ceramics, 
unmodified  vertebrate  faunal  remains  (bird  and  mammal;  see  Falk  I986),  and  fire-cracked 
rock.  The  small  and  rather  unusual  ceramic  assemblage  cannot  be  presently  placed 
within  a  specific  taxonomic  unit  of  the  Plains  Village  period,  but  relationships 
to  "off-trench"  cultural  units  are  possible.  The  recovered  sample  has  all  the  character- 
i sties  of  Extended  Coalescent  (A.D.  1550-1675)  ceramics,  with  the  exception  of  a  notably 
high  frequency  of  shell  or  grit  and  shel 1 -tempered  sherds,  which  is  characteristic  of 
"Oneota"  pottery  (Johnson  1986: 1 022- 1 D23) ,  a  roughly  contemporaneous  complex  known  prin¬ 
cipally  from  sites  outside  the  Middle  Missouri  valley  in  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  and  eastern 


B-372 


PwmlM  I0-900* 

(M«  10-741 

UNITtD  STATES  DEPARTMENT  Oh  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NPSUKONLY 
RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 


0 


CONTINUATION  SHEET 


ITEM  NUMBER  ^  PAGE  50 


fmm  M*  10-W0* 

(!!•»  10-741 

UNITtDSTATtSDEPARTMLNT  Oh  THE  INll.RIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SCRVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NfSUKONLY 
RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 


CONTINUATION  SHEET 


ITEM  NUMBER 


7  PAGE  51 


FwmN*  10M0* 

W**  10-741 

UNITED  STATES  DtPARTMt NT  OHHt  I NTl.RIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


FOR  NPSUKONLY 
RECEIVED 

DATE  ENTERED 


CONTI  NU  ATION  SHEET 


ITEM  NUMBER 


PAGE 


52 


* 


Table  14.  Sutniiary  distribution  of  cultural  materials  recovered  from 
archeological  site  39SL33  during  the  1979  Lake  Oahe  East 
Shore  Survey, .South  Dakota. 


Specimen  Frequencies  per  Provenience  Unit 
Controlled  Controlled 

Specimen  Category  Surface  Test  Total 


Chipped  Stone 


Tool  s 

5 

5 

Cores 

8 

1 

9 

Debris  (Patinated) 

153  (7) 

13  (1) 

166 

Ground  Stone 

1 

1 

Ceramics 

33 

15 

48 

Bone 

Modi f ied 

0 

Unmodi f ied 

55 

20 

75 

Fire-cracked  Rock 

26 

26 

Total 

281 

49 

330 

NOTE:  horizontal  distribution  of  materials  is  indicated  on  the  site 
map.  Vertical  distributions  (controlled  tests)  are  summarized  below. 

Test  1  (0-45cm  S.O.);’  chipped  stone  debris  (0-45cm) ;  bone  fragments 
(I5-45cm). 

Test  2  (0-60cm  S.D.):  chipped  stone  debris  (0“30cm) ;  chipped  stone 
core  (0-1 5cm) L  ceramics  (0-30cm) ;  bone  (0-45cm) . 
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Table  15.  Sunmary  of  chipped  stone  tools  and  cores  recovered  from 
archeological  site  39SL33;  1979  investigations,  Lake  Oahe 
East  Shore  Survey,  South  Dakota. 


Catalog  Number 

Descriptive  Category  (Provenience)  Stone  Type 


9. 

bi  face. 

pointed  fragment 

31 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

3k 

Uurface) 

jasper/chert 

12. 

b  i  face , 

segment 

Sk 

(surface) 

Bijou  Hills  quu-'tzite 

29. 

other  retouched/uti i ized 

kB 

(surface) 

sol  id  quartzite 

flakes 

56 

(surface) 

coarse  red  TRSS 

31a. 

non tool 

cores 

27 

(surface) 

local  quartz 

28 

(surface) 

clear/grey  chalcedony 

36 

(surface) 

other  quartzite 

k3 

(surface) 

local  quartz 

Uurface) 

Jasper/chert 

55 

(surface) 

coarse  red  TRSS 

63 

(surface) 

porous  quartzite 

64 

(surface) 

jasper/chert 

68 

(Test  2;  0- 
10cm  S.D.) 

coarse  red  TRSS 

NOTE:  surface  proveniences  are  indicated  on  the  site  map  (see  Figure  16). 
TRSS  •  Tongue  River  siiicified  sediment. 
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South  Dakota  (see  e.g.,  Alex  1978;  Henning  1970).  The  topographic  position  of  39SL33  is 
also  more  typical  of  Missouri  River  v i 1 1  ages  known  from  the  Central  Plains  than  of  those 
that  are  presently  recognized  in  the  Middle  Missouri  area.  Although  the  type  of  settle¬ 
ment  at  39SL33  remains  to  be  clarified,  the  site  shows  relationships  with  recognized 
villages  and,  given  further  study,  should  contribute  importantly  toward  representation 
of  the  full  range  of  settlement  types  by  the  late  prehistoric  earthlodge  village 
dwellers  of  the  Middle  Missouri  valley  (also  see  discussion  of  this  site  in  the  proposed 
Little  Bend  Archeological  District). 

Site  39WW203  (Walth  Bay).  Field  notes  made  by  W.H.  Over  prior  to  systematic 
surveys  of  the  area  describe  a  series  of  20  lodges  scattered  on  a  high  bench  overlooking 
the  floodplain,  and  what  Over  believed  to  be  evidence  of  a  fortification  system  (Sigstad 
and  Sigstad  1973:297).  The  site  was  confirmed  and  formally  recorded  in  1952  during  the 
pre- inundation  survey  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  but  was  not  investigated  (Farrell 
and  Hoffman  1952c).  Following  construction  of  the  lake,  the  site  was  resurveyed  in  1969 
by  W.R.  Wooa,  S.A.  Ahler,  and  C.R.  Falk,  and  intensive  sampling  excavations  were  carried 
out  in  1970-1972  (see  Ahler  et  al .  197^;  Ahler  1975a,  1975b:  Falk  and  Ahler  I986).  Four 
cultural  zones  were  identified  at' Walth  Bay,  including  a  mul t i -component  Plains  Village 
period  village  below  which  are  the  stratified  remains  of  Paleo-Indian  and  Archaic  period 
campsites.  The  earliest  deposit  (Zone  D)  contained  Frederick-like  projectiles  which  have 
been  dated  elsewhere  at  8600  ±  38O  years  before  present.  The  most  recent  occupation 
(Zone  A)  includes  the  visible  surface  depressions  noted  by  earlier  surveys,  and  is  an 
earthlodge  village  assigned  to  the  Extended  variant  of  the  Coalescent  tradition 
*  (A.D.  1100-1550).  The  deposits  provide  a  sequence  of  cultural  and  environmental  data 

that  is  not  duplicated  elsewhere  in  the  Middle  Missouri  area  (Ahler  et  al.  197^:907). 

The  post-inundation  salvage  work  at  Walth  Bay,  as  well  as  earlier  work  at  Lower  Grand 
in  i969,  introduced  in  the  Middle  Missouri  area  the  use  of  large-scale  waterscreen 
processing  of  excavation  matrix  and  uniform,  intensive  recovery  of  ecofactual  as  well 
as  artifactual  data  (see  Falk  and  Ahler  I986).  Comparable  data  is  not  available  for 
villages  excavated  prior  to  inundation.  Among  surviving  villages  that  are  amenable  to 
further  research,  the  Walth  Bay  site  is  the  only  village  on  the  east  shore  of  the  lake 
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for  which  maps  and  other  documentation  made  prior  to  recent,  extensive  lake  shore 
slumping  are  available  to  assist  continued  studies.  Given  this  earlier  documentation, 
work  at  the  Walth  Bay  site  during  the  1979  University  of  Nebraska  survey  was  limited  to 
observations  regarding  on-going  adverse  impacts  (Falk  and  Pepperl  I986)  and  to  describing 
the  site  context  in  terms  of  the  geological  scheme  developed  for  the  survey  area  (Coogan 
1986).  The  remaining  village  features  occupy  an  area  roughly  160  x  200  m  at  1625  ft 
elevation  on  the  proximal  edge  of  the  MT-2  terrace  at  its  juncture  with  the  slope  to  the 
MT-3  terrace  (Figure  17).  During  the  June  1979  visit,  the  lake  cutbank  appeared  to  be 
generally  as  recorded  in  1978  during  monitoring  by  the  University  of  North  Dakota 
(Weston  et  al.  1979)  when  the  shoreline  was  found  to  have  receded  between  roughly  5“20  m 
from  that  initially  mapped  in  1970  (Figure  18).  At  least  two  house  floors  (Houses  5  and 
27;  Abler  1975a)  and  two  undercut  trash-filled  pits,  both  vandalized,  were  exposed  in  the 
cutbank  in  1979.  High  water  levels,  however,  obscured  the  beach  and  prevented  thorough 
inspection  of  the  bank  profile.  While  rapid  degradation  of  the  site  through  lake  shore 
erosion  and  slumping  of  the  cutbank  is  a  highly  visible  Impact  (Figure  19  and  20),  public 
use  of  the  site  as  a  designated  recreation  area  (Walth  Bay)  and  vandalism  of  exposed 
cultural  remains  are  adverse  disturbances  of  equal  concern. 

DATA  LIMITATIONS 

Extensive  subsurface  deposits  of  cultural  features  and  debris  have  become  exposed 
through  shoreline  erosion  at  four  of  the  five  sites,  resulting  in  considerable 
vandalism  at  two  villages  (39CA3  and  39WW203),  both  apparently  locally  well-known 
collecting  areas.  Rapid  slumping  of  the  lake  bank  at  the  four  shoreline  villages  has 
also  limited  the  amount  of  area  that  remains  for  study  and  will  preclude  definition  of 
the  full  original  extent  of  these  villages.  Based  on  monitoring  data  for  certain  sites 
in  the  area  (39CA208  and  39WW203) ,  as  much  as  20  m  of  the  lake  shore  was  lost  through 
slumolng  during  the  ten-year  period  1969“1979.  Although  rates  of  slumping  and  inspec¬ 
tion  of  pre- i nundat ion  maps  and  aerial  photographs  can  assist  in  projecting  the  amount 
of  terrace  area  lost  since  lake  construction,  the  pre- inundat ion  field  records  for  sites 
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Figure  18.  Plan  map  of  archeological  site  39WW203  (Walth  Bay)  showing  cultural  features 
and  shoreline  recorded  oreviouslv  and  orooosed  property  boundaries.  ’979 
Lake  Oahe  East  Shore  Survey,  Walwortn  County,  Soutn  Dakota. 
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Figure  20.  Photographs  of  site  39WW203.  A)  View  of  site  surface  along  bank  edge  facing 
south  (UNL  Neg.  No.  18-7).  B)  View  of  site  surface  along  bank  edge  facing 
north  (UNL  Neg.  No.  18-9). 
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considered  here  are  inadequate  for  accurately  estimating  the  extent  of  areas  that  have 
been  destroyed.  In  all  cases,  however,  a  full  range  of  cultural  and  ecofactual  data 
sources  should  remain  at  each  site  and  few  limitations  are  expected  in  the  types  of 
research  problems  and  analysis  that  could  be  pursued.  Considerations  relevant  to  the 
integrity  of  individual  sites  follow. 

Site  39CA1  (Vanderbilt  Village).  This  site  appears  to  be  the  most  intact  of  the 
surviving  shoreline  villages  in  the  project  area,  and  the  least  affected  by  surface 
disturbance.  Comparison  of  1979  survey  data  with  pre- i nundat ion  maps  (19^7  Corps  of 
Engineers  topographic  map)  suggests  that  less  than  50  m  of  the  terrace  edge,  formerly 
a  river  bluff,  has  slumped  along  the  lake  shore.  At  least  one  house  and  various  pit 
features  are  being  destroyed  at  the  southwest  edge  of  the  remaining  village  area.  No 
evidence  of  vandalism  was  noted  during  the  1979  survey.  The  area  is  not  generally 
accessible  to  the  public,  except  by  boat.  A  former  road  extends  through  the  site,  and 
related  historic  era  disturbance,  perhaps  associated  with  the  Vanderbilt  Trading  Post, 
may  have  occurred,  perhaps  reflected  in  some  surface  depressions  recorded  on  the  site 
map.  The  site  surface  has  not  been  cultivated  and  appears  to  have  been  used  only  for 
light  grazing  during  recent  years. 

Site  39CA3  (Jones  Village).  The  most  extensive,  and  most  visibly  vandalized,  village 
remains  are  exposed  by  lake  shore  erosion  at  site  39CA3.  At  least  14  houses  and  43 
smaller  features,  mostly  pits,  are  being  destroyed  by  bank  slumping  and  vandalism  along 
more  than  500  m  of  the  lake  shore.  Based  on  comparison  of  1979  survey  data  and  pre¬ 
inundation  topographic  maps  (1947  Corps  of  Engineers),  as  much  as  80  m  of  the  terrace 
edge,  formerly  a  river  bluff,  has  slumped  into  the  lake.  The  remaining  village  area 
extends  more  than  100  m  inland  from  the  present  lake  bank,  and  may  continue  an  additional 
100-200  m  across  the  level  portion  of  the  terrace  beyond  the  limits  of  the  1979  tests 
and  the  government  boundaries.  The  surface  of  this  additional,  formerly  cultivated,  area 
was  heavily  vegetated  (clover)  in  1979,  precluding  close  surface  inspection  and  mapping 
during  the  brief  survey  investigation.  A  former  road  (Bismark  Stage  Line)  crosses  the 
northeastern  portion  of  the  site.  At  present,  the  area  is  largely  inaccessible  to  the 
public,  except  by  boat. 
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Site  39SLI5.  This  site  is  located  within  the  Little  Bend  Recreation  Area  and  is 
subject  to  surface  disturbance  by  camping,  related  facilities  and  public  use,  as  well  as,  « 
shoreline  erosion.  All  of  the  site  area  originally  identified  during  the  pre~ i nundat ion 
survey  appears  to  remain  above  the  lake  shore,  though  covered  in  part  by  graded  roads 
and  camper  pads.  Based  on  the  1979  survey  and  subsequent  work  in  1982,  the  site  involves 
additional  areas  extending  west  and  south  of  the  surface  observations  made  earlier  by 
the  Smithsonian.  At  least  one  house  floor  and  midden  area  are  being  destroyed  at  the 
present  lake  shore.  Although  other  subsurface  features  have  not  been  identified  through 
surface  evidence  or  testing,  the  broad  extent  of  the  remaining  site  area  suggests  that 
sufficient  deposits  remain  to  enable  diverse  research  efforts.  The  surface  of  the  site 
has  not  been  cultivated,  but  in  areas  not  impacted  by  roads  and  other  developments,  it  is 
disturbed  by  hearths  and  refuse  pits  dug  by  campers.  Some  vandalism  also  appears  to 
have  occurred. 

Site  39SL33«  The  area  occupied  by  this  site  is  well  above  the  lake  shore.  Cultural 
remains  are  exposed  only  on  the  surface  in  barren  areas  or  where  sparse  vegetation  occurs. 
The  entire  topographical  feature  (r'-'ge  top)  containing  the  site  remains  intact,  with  the 
exception  of  a  graded  county  road  (used  for  access  to  the  Little  Bend  Recreation  Area) 
which  extends  along  the  northern  and  eastern  margins  of  the  site,  and  a  lightly  used 
dirt  trail  crossing  the  site  between  the  two  areas  of  observed  surface  debris.  Other 
surface  disturbances  include  a  large  pile  of  road  gravel  and  a  cultivated  shelterbelt, 
both'of  which  appear  to  be  at  the  outer  limits  of  the  site.  The  area  is  directly 
accessible,  but  given  its  distance  from  the  lake,  is  apparently  not  subject  to  public 
use.  The  amount  and  type  of  cultural  deposits  at  this  site  are  expected  to  be  more  ^ 

limited  than  at  other  village  sites,  but  a  similar  range  of  research  activities  should  be 
possible. 

Site  39WW203  (Walth  Bay).  This  site  is  situated  at  the  lake  shore  within  the  Walth  , 
Bay  Recreation  area.  Cutbank  slumping  and  vandalism  of  exposed  remains  have  occurred 
along  the  southern  and  western  site  margins.  At  least  four  features,  including  two 
house  floors,  were  eroding  in  1979-  Bank  stabilization  efforts  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
subsequent  to  1979  may  have  slowed  this  process.  The  surface  of  the  site  has  been 
disturbed  by  dirt  roads,  heavy  grazing,  and  active  use  of  the  area  by  fishermen  and 
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campers.  Hearths  and  refuse  pits  have  been  dug  into  the  surface.  Trails  and  steps  have 
been  carved  out  of  the  cutbank  for  access  to  the  lake  shore.  The  remaining  area  of  the 
village  proper,  as  marked  by  features  visible  on  the  surface,  extends  more  than  100  m 
inland  from  the  lake  bank.  Subsurface  deposits  in  this  area  are  intact,  with  the  exception 
of  small'scale  excavations  by  campers  and  vandals.  Archeological  investigations  carried 
out  between  I969  and  1972  are  well  documented  and  provide  a  useful  basis  for  future  study 
of  the  site  and  regional  research  involving  previllage  occupations  as  well  as  village 
settlement. 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 
SUMMARY  STATEMENT 

The  proposed  thematic  district  will  facilitate  research  on  prehistoric  earthiodge 
villag©  settlement  within  the  central  segment  of  the  Middle  Missouri  valley.  The  district 
comprises  the  surviving  intact  remains  in  the  east  shore  project  area  of  what  once 
represented  the  most  abundant  archeological  evidence  of  Native  American  use  of  the  river 
valley,  but  has  since  been  largely  destroyed  by  construction  of  mainstem  reservoirs. 
Surviving  villages  are  generally  at  elevations  above  those  investigated  prior  to 
inundation,  offering  unique  opportunities  to  both  integrate  and  expand  the  focus  and 
results  of  earlier  studies  upon  which  current  regional  syntheses  are  based.  Importantly, 
continued  studies  could  broaden  the  types  of  information  derived  from  the  extensive  deposits 
typical  of  village  sites  (particularly  regarding  ecofactual  remains)  and  also  greatly 
enhance  the  utility  of  available  village  data.  Investigation  of  the  full  range  of  village 
contexts  and  recovery  of  representative  material  remains  would  be  needed.  Sites  presently 
included  in  the  district  can  contribute  information  of  regional  importance  to  study  of 
sedentary  village  occupations  (Study  Unit  2),  river  valley  settlement  (Study  Unit  4),  and 
preceramic  complexes  (Study  Unit  5)  (see  General  Significance  statement  above). 

DISCUSSION 

The  Plains  Village  pattern  is  the  best  known  tradition  of  Native  American  settlement 
along  the  Missouri  River  and  is  the  key  cultural  unit  defining  the  Middle  Missouri 
archeological  subarea  (see  Wedel  1961.  Willey  1966,  Lehmer  1971).  The  broad  lower 
terraces  within  the  middle  segment  of  the  Missouri  River  trench  supported  a  largely 
sedentary  population  of  horticul tural ists  who  constructed  permanent  earthiodge  villages 
along  the  terrace  rim  overlooking  floodplain  gardens.  The  Plains  Village  lifeway, 
including  interactions  with  nomadic  neighbors  and  other  villagers,  has  been  viewed  as  a 
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^  Stable  adaptation  that  was  uniformly  represented  across  the  Northern  Plains,  forming  a 
thousand-year  continuum  of  largely  unchanged  traditions  and  associated  material  culture, 
from  about  the  tenth  through  much  of  the  nineteenth  centuries  A.D.  (e.g.,  Lehmer  1971; 
Wood  I97A).  While  village  remains  are  rather  uniformly  distributed  along  the  length  of 
the  Middle  Missouri  trench,  temporally  related  variations  reflecting  movements  into  and 
within  the  area,  as  well  as  contacts  with  other  cultures,  are  not  consistently  repre¬ 
sented  in  all  segments  of  the  valley.  At  a  general  level  a  certain  homogen iety  in  the 
types  of  archeological  remains  can  be  expected  throughout  the  Middle  Missouri,  but 
evidence  of  development,  change,  and  decline  in  village  settlement  will  differ  between 
subregions  of  the  valley.  Accordingly,  it  will  be  necessary  to  protect  for  further 
study  a  subreg ional ly  stratified  sample  of  villages  in  order  to  provide  representative 
information  for  the  full  Middle  Missouri  area.  Based  on  Lehmer's  (1971)  synthesis  of 
available  information  for  the  Middle  Missouri,  largely  based  on  salvage  data,  the  Lake 
Oahe  area  considered  here  occupies  a  key  position  in  the  sequence  of  settlement, 
representing  a  temporally  as  well  as  geographically  central  zone,  with  earliest  and 
latest  village  settlement  located  principally  to  the  south  and  north  respectively. 

Construction  of  mainstem  reservoirs  encompassing  virtually  all  of  the  Middle 
Missouri  valley  provided  the  impetus  for  much  of  the  earlier  work  that  has  so  extensively 
defined  the  Plains  Village  settlement  pattern,  but  also  constrained  the  methods  and  focus 
of  associated  village  studies,  and  effectively  destroyed  the  majority  of  village  sites  — 
a  function  of  their  uniform  position  near  the  valley  floor.  Widespread  salvage  efforts 
preceding  inundation  produced  vast  quantities  of  material  remains,  some  yet  unstudied, 
but  lacked  sampling  procedures  and  recovery  controls  necessary  to  many  contemporary 
research  concerns.  Continued  work  at  surviving  villages,  however,  could  rectify  some 
problems  now  faced  in  using  past  salvage  results,  and  certainly  would  recover  the 
additional  kinds  of  data  required  for  pursuing  current  and  future  research  interests. 

Some  further  efforts  needed  include  the  following; 
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1)  Regionally  coordinated  sampling  plans  and  excavation  strategies  for  obtaining 
comparable  data  representative  of  all  intrasite  contexts,  particularly  non-house  areas 
which  have  not  been  systematically  studied. 

2)  Uniformly  controlled  recovery  programs  focusing  on  a  full  range  of  data 
categories  that  can  be  expected  at  village  sites,  especially  ecofactual  and  contextual 
data.  Such  data  are  largely  missing  in  the  results  of  prior  work,  or  when  present  are  of 
limited  analytical  value. 

3)  A  regional  program  of  systematic  sampling  at  the  full  range  of  available  village 
sites,  which  are  now  principally  those  at  positions  above  the  lowest  terrace  where 
earlier  salvage  efforts  were  focused  prior  to  inundation.  Such  work,  on  a 

limited  scale,  would  allow  the  representativeness  of  past  results  to  be  assessed,  permit 
prior  data  to  be  more  fully  integrated  with  that  of  continued  studies,  enable  intersite 
relationships  to  be  more  reliably  examined,  and  provide  a  firm  basis  for  management/study 
of  surviving  villages. 

4)  A  coordinated  program  of  field  and  nonfield  research  objectives  designed  to 
expand  the  traditional  focus  of  Middle  Missouri  studies.  Such  objectives  would  contribute 
to  culture  history,  the  focus  of  earlier  work,  but  would  also  allow  recovered  data  to 

be  used  in  addressing  a  broader  range  of  anthropological  research  problems,  including  the 
concerns  of  other  disciplines. 

Village  sites  in  the  proposed  thematic  district  are  well  suited  for  both  amplifying 
the  results  of  earlier  work  and  contributing  new  information  about  the  regional  settlement 
system  and  interrelationships  among  the  Middle  Missouri  village  populations.  Three  of 
the  five  sites  (39CAi ,  39CA3,  39WW203)  are  compact  villages  at  terrace-rim  positions 
above  the  floodplain,  similar  to  the  sites  subjected  to  pre- inundat ion  salvage.  The 

% 

other  two  sites  (39SL15^  ana  39SL33)  represent  more  scattered  remains  at  higher  elevations 
above  the  river,  a  largely  unstudied  situation.  Stratified  deposits  at  39WW203  encompass 
much  of  the  defined  cultural  sequence  for  the  area.  Similar  time  depth  may  occur  at 
other  included  sites.  Cu 1 tura 1 “h i stor ica 1  units  unusual  to  or  poorly  known  in  the  area 
may  be  represented  at  39CA3  and  39SL33. 
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All  five  sites  contain  extensive  intact  deposits  of  cultural  and  ecofactual  materials, 
enabling  a  broad  range  of  research  pursuits.  Artifactual  and  subsistence  remains  are  well 
represented  at  each  site,  with  abundant  architectural  and  other  features  at  39CA1 ,  39CA3, 
and  39WW203  and  at  least  limited  structural  remains  at  39SL15.  Testing  for  features  at 
39SL33  has  not  been  initiated.  Radiocarbon  analysis,  controlled  environmental  and 
geological  evaluations,  as  well  as  other  specialized  studies  of  village  deposits  should 
be  possible  at  all  five  sites,  and  would  be  of  considerable  value  for  correlation  with 
related  work  elsewhere  within  the  river  trench. 

Investigation  of  the  five  subject  viljages  would  provide  data  for  the  full 
prehistoric/pre-contact  era  (ca.  A.O.  900-1675)  of  earthlodge  settlement  in  the  Middle 
Missouri,  and  for  a  major  geographic  segment  of  this  subarea  as  well.  The  proposed 
district  represents  surviving  village  resources  along  a  I50  mi  segment  of  the  valley, 
encompassing  two  of  the  six  regions  (Bad-Cheyenne  and  Grand-Moreau  regions)  defined  by 
Lehmer  (1971 :28-29) »  spanning  roughly  one-quarter  of  the  Middle  Missouri  subarea. 

Additional  villages  can  be  expected  within  the  district  once  survey  of  the  western  (right 
side)  of  the  valley  is  completed. 
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•  GEOGRAPHICAL  DATA 

The  proposed  thematic  district  encompasses  all  earthlodge  village  sites  surviving 
above  pool  level  within  the  South  Dakota  portion  of  the  Lake  Oahe  project,  generally 
all  federal  property  (length  is  ca.  150  river  miles,  width  is  normally  less  than 
one-quarter  mile)  as  described  above  in  the  Context  discussion  and  shown  in  Figure  1. 

At  present,  determinations  of  eligibility  are  sought  for  individual  sites  located  on 
the  eastern  shore  (left  side)  of  the  lake  where  all  lands  have  now  been  subjected  to 
full  intensive  survey.  Additional  villages  may  be  added  to  the  thematic  unit  once 
the  western  shore  (right  side)  of  the  valley  has  been  fully  surveyed,  or  when  further 
study  of  known  sites  on  the  eastern  shore  has  been  completed. 

Verbal  Boundary  Description 

The  extent  of  area  for  which  National  Register  protection  is  requested  corresponds 
to  the  proposed  property  boundaries  of  individual  sites.  Property  limits  are  designed  to 
include  all  of  the  topographic  feature  that  would  be  involved  in  full  intensive  study 
of  each  village  and  its  immediate  natural  context,  as  estimated  by  the  extent  of  cultural 
remains  observed  on  the  surface  or  in  the  lake  bank.  Proposed  property  boundaries  are 
described  for  each  site  below.  Universal  Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  coordinates  for 
these  properties  are  listed  in  Table  16.  The  extent  of  each  property  is  summarized  in 
Table  17- 

Site  39CA1  (Vanderbilt  Village).  Protection  is  requested  for  the  entire  peninsula 
f  occupied  by  this  site,  roughly  25  acres  (see  Figures  2  and  3  above).  The  northern 
boundary  of  the  property  extends  along  the  upper  rim  of  the  terrace  bluff  which  drops 
abruptly  to  the  floodplain  of  Andrew  Marsh  Creek.  The  eastern,  southern,  and  western 
»  limits  are  defined  by  the  lake  cutbank.  This  area  contains  all  surface  features, 

cultural  remains  exposed  in  the  lake  bank,  and  limited  surface  and  subsurface  materials 
recorded  at  the  eastern  tip  of  the  peninsula.  Point  A  of  the  proposed  property 
boundary  is  at  Monument  No.  23"! 13  of  the  Lake  Oahe  federal  property  boundary  which 
crosses  the  northwestern  end  of  the  peninsula.  Point  B  is  at  the  juncture  of  the 
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Table  16.  Listing  of  Universal  Transverse  Mercator  (UTM)  coordinates  for  property 

boundaries  of  individual  sites  included  in  the  proposed  Prehistoric  t 

Earthlodge  Villages  Thematic  District,  Lake  Oahe,  South  Dakota. 


S i te  Number 

UTM  coordinates  (Zone 

And  Boundary  Point 

Easting  (m) 

Northing  (m) 

39CA1 


A-B)  northwest  corner  (at  B) 

388920 

5086980 

C)  northeast  corner 

389^00 

5086660 

D)  southeast  corner 

389380 

5086560 

E)  southwest  corner  (at  west 

388730 

5086920 

edge  of  north  end) 

39CA3 

A)  north  end  (east  edge) 

394620 

5078060 

B)  northeast  corner  (Monument 

394610 

5077850 

No.  22-8) 

C)  southeast  corner  (Monument 

394200 

5077480 

No.  22-5) 

0)  southwest  corner 

394070 

5077640 

E)  north  end  (west  edge) 

394460 

5078070 

39SLr5 

A)  west  end  (tip  of  land 

370050 

4957200 

point) 

B)  northeast  corner 

370930 

4956890 

C)  southeast  corner 

370890 

4956760 

39SL33 

A) northwest  corner 

373640 

4955660 

B)  northeast  corner 

374180 

4955020 

C)  southeast  corner 

374090 

4954880 

D)  southwest  corner 

373710 

4955220 

39WW203 

a)  northwest  corner 

400100 

5029365 

B)  northeast  corner 

400460 

5029425 

C)  southeast  corner 

400440 

5029230 

0)  southwest  corner 

400160 

5029200 
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federal  project  boundary  and  the  northeastern  edge  of  the  terrace  bluff.  From  this  pointy 
the  proposed  site  property  boundary  extends  along  the  terrace  rim  to  Points  C,  D,  and  E 
on  the  lake  shore  at  the  eastern,  southeastern,  and  northwestern  corners  of  the  peninsula. 

Site  39CA3  (Jones  Village).  Protection  is  requested  for  the  full  area  of  the 
terrace  edge  w.hich  parallels  the  lake  shore  and  extends  a  distance  of  roughly  650  m 
between  a  shallow  ravine  on  the  southwestern  edge  of  the  village  and  the  abrupt  valley 
slope  of  No  Sweat  Creek  (Jones  Bay)  on  the  northeastern  end  of  the  documented  exposure 
of  cultural  remains  (see  Figures  6  and  8  above).  These  two  features,  the  valley  slope 
(east  of  the  plotted  fenceline)  and  shallow  ravine,  appear  to  represent  natural  limits 
of  the  terrace  remnant  on  which  the  village  is  situated.  The  northern  and  western  margins 
are  defined  by  the  lake  cutbank.  The  southeastern  edge  for  the  topographic  feature  of 
interest  is  estimated  by  a  line  (Points  B-C)  paralleling  the  lake  shore  and  the  relatively 
level  base  of  the  slope  to  the  third  terrace.  This  boundary  is  roughly  200  m  from  the 
lake  shore,  enclosing  an  area  of  approximately  32  acres,  but  is  only  tentatively  defined 
pending  subsurface  testing  in  this  area,  now  private  property  (ca.  15  acres).  As 
presently  defined,  proposed  property  limits  are  viewed  as  containing  the  minimum  area  of 
the  terrace  required  for  continued  studies,  including  extensive  testing  for  delimiting 
village  margins  or  peripheral  activity  areas,  which  may  extend  beyond  the  tentatively 
proposed  southeastern  boundary. 

Beginning  at  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  property,  the  proposed  boundary  extends 
along  the  north-south  fenceline  from  its  intersection  with  the  lake  shore  (Point  A)  to 
U.S.  Government  Monument  No.  22-8  (Point  B) ,  then  crosses  the  terrace,  paralleling  the 
lake  shore,  to  U.S.  Government  Monument  No.  22-5  (Point  C)  located  in  the  east-west 
fenceline  south  of  the  village.  From  Point  C,  the  boundary  extends  northwest  to  the 
mouth  of  the  ravine  at  the  lake  shore  (Point  D) ,  presumably  the  southernmost  limit  of  ^ 

cultural  deposits.  The  boundary  returns  to  Point  A  along  the  lake  shore. 

S i te  39SL1 5.  The  proposed  eligible  property  is  essentially  as  described  earlier  in 
the  request  for  determination  of  eligibility  prepared  for  the  Little  Bend  Archeological 
District  (Falk  and  Pepperl  1982;  also  see  above).  Subsequent  testing  has  confirmed  the 
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*  projected  northerly  extension  of  the  site,  and  the  proposed  boundary  appears  to  be 
adequate  (W inham  and  Lueck  1983:297)-  The  proposed  property  consists  of  the  terrace 
area  long  the  entire  southern  edge  of  the  peninsula  now  designated  as  the  Little  Bend 
Recreation  area  (see  Figures  12  and  13  above).  The  northern  boundary  crosses  the 
terrace  roughly  parallel  to  the  lake  shore,  averaging  about  125  m  (85-165  m)  north  of 
the  south-facing  cutbank  (also  see  Winham  and  Lueck  1983:  Figure  5^)-  This  narrow  strip 
across  the  width  of  the  peninsula  is  nearly  800  m  in  length,  containing  an  area  of 
approximately  23  acres,  including  the  narrow  point  extending  into  the  embayment  west  of 
the  recreation  area  (not  shown  on  site  map).  With  the  exception  of  the  northern 
boundary,  all  margins  of  the  property  are  defined  by  the  lake  shore.  The  eastern  end 
(Point  B)  of  the  northern  boundary  is  at  the  lake  shore  directly  east  of  the  inter¬ 
section  of  the  access  road  and  a  utility  drive.  The  western  end  crosses  the  access  loop 
roughly  50  m  north  of  its  intersection  with  a  dirt  trail  and  continues  west  to  the  lake 
shore  (Point  A) . 

S i te  39SL33 •  This  property,  as  described  for  the  proposed  Little  Bend  Archeological 
District  (Falk  and  Pepperl  1982),  occupies  an  area  of  27  acres  on  the  south-facing  edge 
of  the  high  ridge  forming  the  Little  Bend  peninsula  (see  Figure  15  above).  The  eastern 
and  northern  boundaries  of  the  property  are  presently  defined  by  the  Little  Bend  access 
road  (County  Highway  180A),  while  the  southern  and  western  limits  are  along  the  ridge  edge 
(see  Figure  16  above).  This  area  includes  the  full  distribution  of  culturai  remains 
recorded  on  the  surface.  The  natural  limits  of  the  ridge  edge  preclude  extension  of  the 

*  site  to  the  south  and  west.  More  deeply  buried  depos.i  ts  could  extend,  however,  beyond 

the  artificial  northern  and  eastern  boundaries  (road),  though  no  surface  remains  were 
noted  in  gree* 

*  Site  39WW203  (Walth  Bay).  Protection  is  requested  for  the  full  terrace  remnant 

(ca.  16  acres)  occupied  by  the  village.  This  topographic  feature,  formerly  edged  by  bluffs 
overlooking  the  river  floodplain  to  the  west  and  a  tributary  valley  to  the  south  is  now 
defined  by  the  lake  cutbank  and  on  the  east  (Points  B-C)  and  north  (Point  A)  by  shallow 
ravines  (see  Figure  17  above).  These  ravines  nay  or  may  not  represent  natural  limits  to 
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the  extent  of  the  village  and  peripheral  activity  areas.  Presently  identified  village 
features  (Figure  18  above)  occupy  the  we. 'em  half  (ca.  8  ac)  of  the  terrace,  now 
designated  the  Walth  Bay  Recreation  Area. 

The  northern  boundary  (shallow  ravine)  of  the  proposed  property  lies  along  an 
existing  fenceline  (government  project  boundary),  extending  approximately  360  m  from  the 
lake  shore  (Point  A)  to  Point  B  at  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  property.  From  Point  B, 
the  boundary  extends  south  along  a  second  ravine  to  the  shoreline  (Point  C)  where  it  then 
follows  the  lake  cutbank,  returning  to  Point  A.  The  northern  and  eastern  property  margins, 
presumably  natural  boundaries,  may  need  modification  once  subsurface  testing  of  outlying 
areas  i s  completed. 
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